Hat, Froavany ¢, 1895

NEW ZEALAND CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP CONGRESS.

HE eighth Chess Congress to decide the shampionship
of New Zealand for the epaning swelvs months was
beld a8 Wallington dariag the recent Christmes and

New Year holidays. Tha following is the full seore :—
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It will be noticed that Messrs Edwards sod Lelitvre tied
for third place, which, however, baa been swarded to
the former, who scored more points uoder the Bonneborne
apaters. This complicated syetem of determining the ralne
of the wina is the best known at present, but in the opioion
of many chess enthosiasta is by no meass perfect.  To de-
seribe in briefly one in penslised more for losing to & weak
player than to a strong one. -

Mr Wu, Mackay, who bsa carred off the firt prize
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(trophy valos £20) and the Champlonship, is thirty.one
years of age, and & member of the firm of & snd W,
Muackay, bookesllers, Wellington, which business be started
a4 the oarly sge of eighteon. He was born in Malbonrne,
and ecame o New Zaaland at the age of fourteen, and learnt
she game aa & boy in Nelson. In 1884 ha joined the Wel-
lington Ches Club, and has ever since been very closely
idemtified with ite interesta, having conducted the secretary-
whip for four years. As s player he has risen gradnally and
sorsly, each year seeing him take » more responsible board in
the interprorineial contests with marked sucoem, his form
baving slso bean very consiatent in club toarneys. Mowers
Banbow and Littlejohn, who are regarded as the atrongest
Wellington players, wore upable to sompete for the eham-
pionship, and other former competitors not being available,
it waa necestary to fall back on untried men.  Mr Mackay

wau socordingly chosen  one of the representatives, aod
hasawon champicaship honoure at hin maiden attempt, buving
fully played np to the high standard lonked for by his club
mates. As » fellow competitor put I, Mr Mackay deserved
to win * being such & glutton for bard work.' His good
satore, bowever, lu trying to get thuiongh two atiff gvmes in
one day 1o obliige & player who wae desiroun of curtailing bla
+iait neatly cost him dear, bub ma thi hava torned oub,
will greatly enbaoos ble wip, which it should be added, is

125.

wn exoeedingly populaz one. In the sanacal bout between
the smokers and pon-amokers, Mr Mackay plays for the
Intter.

Mr H. 8. Cocka, the winner of the second primes (Arophy
value £10), in & »on of the late Rav. H. B. Corks, ot Christ-
thureh, and is twenty-uioe years of agn He ia s B.A.
of the New Zoaland University, and ia & member of the
Wellington College Staff. It is many years since ho learnt
the game, which, howevar, he only took op actively when
joining tha Wellington Chess Club some fifteen moutha
sgo. Ho bas therefore come to the front very rapidly, so
quickly, in fact, that his merite have nos hitherto been
fally recoguised. Hs was, conssquently, not sslected to
do battla for his elub, bot exercised the right of private
entry by paying an entrance fee. This, it may be men-
tioned, is provided for by the rales, so as to cbriate an un-
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BACK HOW.—J, Woop, 0. PLEasanTa, H. B. Cocks, J. Enwarue {ex-champion), Dic HaTiekLy, W, Mackay {champlor’, H. C. Bira v {hon. secrelary).

FRONT ROW.-G. Peance, H. Hooknar, R, J, BARNER, A. LELIRVRE, A. Girrorn, W. F. HaRRAUD,

Ningay, photo . Haltingtor.

due pamber of local eotries, which would vend %o prevent ds.
sirablecnmpetitoralivingat adistanpcefrom sttondiog the Cnn-
gre-». Mr Cocks is a carefal, painstaklug player, good st the
Stonewsll opening, sod generslly manages to keop the draw
o hand, so that be iz & capital specimeo of the Vienns
8chool, the members of which bhave beeo playfully termed
‘drawiog masters.’ And bers 1t wmay be mestloped thad
while Mr Cocks is credited with 74 wins, 34 losses, he in
roality won 5xames, loas cnly 1, and drew oo lems theu &




