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THE GIANTS OF JAPAN,

BY FRANK G, CARPENTER.

1 3Ex shat the moat famoos wreatlers of Japan hare offared
their services to the Emperor in the war with Chira, They
have sent & delegation to him at Hircahama asking that
they be sént to Cores and be glven & place in the Japanose
army. Thess men have done & great deal in the crode wars
of the pasy, bat i% is doabtial whecther they will ba of maosh
use in conpection with Gatling gons and Wincheater rifloa.
They form & curions class of the Japanesa paople, and they
ars like no other athietes on the fase of the globe. They
bave entirely different methoda of training from onr prize-
fghters, and Jobn Sullivan or Corbett wanld laugh at their

parilion about twenty fast square, sappocted by four posta
s large around ss telegraph polea

This pavilion i trimmed with red and ite postasre wrap
with red cloth, while abont ita top there is & curtain of bloe,
It has & raised foondation perhaps two feas high and & riag
of rice bags rone & d it+ flaor, incloaing u sirele of twelva
feat in dimmeter, which is floored with black earth. Thisis

THE FAMED WHESTLING RING OF JAPAN,

and in such rings al! thesa matches pre fonght, The cisnta
stroggle inside the rice bags, and if one can throw the other
over thess or ean fling him to the esrth be is proclaimed the
vietor. At each sorner of this pavilion, sgrinss one of the
red poste, sits & scher, dark-taced, heary-browed Japuoess,
dressed in & black kimono. He ia raised npon cnshions and
sita cross-legged, and he forma one of the four judges in case
therk is & dispute as to the decision of the ompire. In the
ceptrs of the ring stands the umpire, wearing the old
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THE GIANT TROUT

(Caught in Lhe Waingongoro River, Taranaki, New Zealand),—See Cuor Dlustrations.’

corpulent frames. They would think them poffy and fabby
and wonld expect to ses them go all to pieces at a blow.
Bill, I veotore the Japanese giants could stand several
rounds with either Sallivan or Corbett, and they could
probably throw either of these moscular Americans in 8
wreatling bout, They seém %o be of a race of their own.
They are

TALLER AND HEAVIEE THAN THE ORDINARY JAPANESE,

and many of them are over six feet tall. These wrestlers
welgh from 200 to 300 pounds, and they are mountains of
fat aud beef. They eat quantities of meat, while the other

ple of Japan Ilve largely wopon
e:;etnblu. rice and fish. They drink

brocade cratume of the days of the Daimios. Ha has »
black lacquer fan in his band and he looks like a chump.
He screeches ont his voice as though he had the colic and
waa screaming with pain, but bis abrill cries pevetrate to
every part of the cireue, and be is & man of grest impor-
tance nnd long training. The spectators equat on the
ground back of the ring and on these platforms. Each bas
& little tobacco box before him with some coale of fire in it.
All 51t cross-legged and nearly all smoke littie metal pipes
wi]ﬁih bowls aa big aa m thimble.

at

LET 'IJ'B. LOOK AT THE WRESTLERS.

There are scores of them squattiog aboat the wring just aut-
side of the rice bage. They ave entirely naked with the ex-

. the floor.

’ gives che rignal.

- throws bim with & jerk over the ries bags,

ception of & band of bloe silk four inches wide, which rana
yoond their waists and between their legs and is tied in e
knot ah the back. This has a fringe about four inches
long, which falls to their thigha, bot forther than this they
bave no mare clothes than had Adam whea ha waa garden.
ing. bafora he hud eaten the apple. Hers come two into
the ring. They ara the most famons wrestlers of the sask
and the west and the people vecsive them with elapplng.
What gianta they are, and how queerly they mct | At the
cornars thare are boekets of water. They walk up to thesa
snd galp down great swallows. They fill their monthe aod
squirs the floid into the air so that it falls back in & spray
ovar thair eream solon kodies. They take bita of paper
snd wips themselves off and shen they look about on
tha andienea and show off their mnoacles, while &
yall goes up from 5 000 throata. They ponnd their naked
chests wiug their tistaa They alap their brawny thizhe.
They lift their legs np as high as their shoulders, and they
etamp their fset down on the well-packed earth so that the

avilion trembles ma thoogh & cyclone wers ing e
glolr the two giants walk to opposite sides ol the ring.
They bow to the umpire and judges, and then squat down
on their heela and look st eash other. They come to tha
eentra of the ring, They bend over and rest their fsta on
They poke their great heads to the front, and
their big almond eyea almout baret from their battonhole
sockets. How they glare ab each other |

They sre watehing for the signal to closs. Now they
rest for & moment, picking up the dirt from the ring and
rabbing it nnder their Armpits aod over their bodies. ‘Chen
they knesl and glare again. The umpire watches them
closely. He waits nntil they breathe together, and then
As bie does so, they eroneh like tigems and
spring into each nther'a stmas. Each tries to grab she bals
of the other. Thaey wrap their army round one saother,
and yon almost hear their ribs erack. The bunches of fan
have becoma mountains of muscle, and both arme sod legs
look like iron. Their biceps stand cut. Theit salves gaiver.
Their pannches shrink in. Now the giant of the west has
reached over the straining batk of him of the east, aud has
graaped the band of blue silk which rune round bie waist.
Ha hifta that 300 pounds ae though it wers nothing, sud he
How the people
yellt Bome of them teat off their clotaes mnd throw tham
into the ring, which they will redeem with presents of
money at the end of the day. They eall ot the nama of
the victor, and some of them bug sach other in their delight
at the sncsesa of their man.

‘THEREK I8 NO SIGMN OF BOOK-MAKERS,

thoogh  am not aure bul that some bettibg goes on. The
defeated gathers himself up and walks away with bowed
head. The victor goes on one side of the ring and rgonts
down on his heeta while the umpire holds up his hands and
prociaims him succesaful. The prize is awarded and the
apron of silk embroidered with gold is shown to the people.
The victor receives it, and with his ssconds behind bim he
marches away. Then another conple enter the ring, aud
the same sort of stroggle goes on. Bome matches last po
more than a minote, and some are so evenly pitted that
they strain for a quarter of an hour befors one is victorious,
The snakes of the Laocoon never gripped their victims mors
tightly, andribaare often broken, sand men have beea killedin
theseterriblentrnggles. Somewreatlersthrowtheiropponents
fromogesidecf theriogto theother. Nowandthenonestrikes
a postand his skull is tracked open. Thers is no striking
or hittiog, and the rules are as rigid as those of our prizas.
fighters, Thera are forty-eight different falls, and the
umpires atop the matches at a single mismocvement, and
they now and then eall n halt in order that their belts might
be more tightly tied. . .

wu? and beer by the pgellon, and
Profesaor Barton of the Imperial Uni-
versity, who has taken the t photo-
graphs of them, told me how two
wreatlers whom he w is entertaining one
day In order to pet cheir picinres each
drank two dozen botties of beer, and
great quantities of nods water, ginger
ale and claret. Thesa wrestlers have
features ypnch the same as the ordinar
Jupsuese, thongh sheir beads are mue
larger and more like caonon balle than
soything else. Thev wrestle almost
stark paked, and the uuly hair I could
ses on their bodies was under their
armpit and thet which was put ap in the
old Japanese style cn the tops of their
heads. They shave their heads from
the forebead to the crown, leaving
that over the eara wnd at the back te
grow long ac vying it up om the top of
the head in & guens like a doorknocker.
They are
BY NO MEANS FIEBCE LOOKING,

and when I visited the wrestling matches
I was taken among them and chatted
with some of them through my inter-
preter. I felt thelr murclon snd they
wore a8 bard as irom, snd what [ hed
supposed to be great lompe of fat 1
fouad to bs bunches of mnecle.

I saw famous matches in both Tokio
sod Osaka, and [ apent one dayat s
wrestling voateh {o the Japsoese capital,
in which 120 of the greatest wrestiers
of Japan atruggled together. The
wrestiiog began at ten io the moroing
and lasted oatil five in the afterncon,
aud there was not & minate during this
tims that wrestlers were mot in the
ring. Baot Ist me give yoo wome ldes
nl one of these Japanese prize fighta
Imagice the biggest circus ilen: you
hare aver seen to be spread onb upoo s
network of hamboo poles so that 1t
covers abount 10,000 people. Thess mit
on the grovad and ip bhoxes, or on
platformn which are bullt op perbapa
teu feet abore the groond, sud iv the
csntra of the orowd thers is m little

&, B Walrend, phots. Auchfand.

A GRUUP OF CABBAGE TREES,
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