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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1894
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' Te Aroha pond ¢ kore e male ' (Truelove con never die,)

[NoTk,— Among the mauy legends of the ancient Maori, there is
one that stauds peculinrly alope, becanse in this legend was concen-
trated the whole mythological faith of the race. At the utternost
morthers point of New Zealsnd iy Keinga, below whose louely clifl,
on the deep water, it was suppesed the Great Spirit dwelt, receiv-
ing the souls of the dead, that were boroe thither by liltle green
lizards, the transportaticn of thesoul through these bright-eyedlittle
mediums being part of their faith, At night, they said, if you sat
upon the shore, you would hear the splesh—splash—usplash, of the
souls, as one by ore the little green lizards dropped thew aver the
chif into the mrms of the Greut $pirit, And when it happened that
the hright eyes of the little ﬁeeu lizards louked upon a warriar,
that warrior’s days were puubered, for the Grent Spirit had called
for hia soul, and the obedient little lizards had come to fetch it that
they ight bear it 1o Reinga, 1o the Great Bpirit.]

S the tale was told to me, I, Ringanui, son of Neha,
A I part my lips that I may unfold to you the story
of Neha—Neha, my father. Strong in his youth,
great in his manhood, Neha, my father, was among the
tribes as the giant kauri in a forest of kahikatea, When
twenty times the yellow leaves bad failen, when twenty
snns had browned his face, Neha, my father, rose from
his sleep, and looked around, for he had now outgrown
his boyhood, and arrived at the time of life when it is
meet that & youtng wertior should become worthy of his
blood.

And Neha, my father, was of the bloed of Pohonui,
King of Battles, Lord of Loves, st whose name all the
tribes trembled ; Pohonui, whose scul was so large that
the green lizards were heard to moan with the weight of
their burden on their jouroey to far Reinga ; Pohonui,
whose words were soft, whose arm was strong. He was
the father of Neba, of Neha, my father,

But the tribe of Neha was at peace with the world,
jnastiuch ws it feared to battle withort Pohonui,
Pohonui who was dead; for no worthy leader yet had
arisen to take his place, whereas other tribes stood aloof
from them that bad fought side by mide with Pohonui,
King of Battles, Lord of Loves.

S0 peace had heen for many frosts. Neha, my father,
stood in the moonlight, and the little green lizands came
ou: and watched hiwm. -

+ Dh, whither shall 1 go!' said Neha, my father.
* Whither shall I go that Itay prove the strength of my

arm and emulate the deeds of Pohonui, my father ? Oh,
Thou, who art all powerful, send me a sign that I may
understand I

Then the witid, that had been blowing from the North,
on a sudden came from the South, blowiny so hard that
Neha, my father, was forced to go on.

‘Lo! it is & sign,’ said he, ‘ that north must I go. Vet
will I take some followers, tet trusty then.”

But the wind blew harder and barder, which Neha, my
father, knew was a sign from the Great Spirit that he must
goalone. So he took his greenstone mere, and feathered
taizhe and strode away northward. And the green
lizards watched him all the way. Under the stones,
under the trees, their beady little eyes glittered and shone,
shone and glittered, Yet the soul of Neha, my father,
was still his own. But the little green lizards waited all
the same,

And it came to pass that on this journey Neha, my
father, heard first of the maiden named Te Aroha, which
is Love, It was whispered by the men, and (after their
mianner) slandered by the women. Then Neha, wmy
father, went into the villages and asked boldly who was
this Te Aroha of whom he heard, of whom they spoke in
whispers, And the men said, ‘She is beautiful.’ And
the women said, * She is frail,’ And the men said, ' She
is holy.' Amnd the women said, ' She is proud.’

But in the woods, as he walked along, in the honie of
the kiwi, in the haunt of the moa, everything breathed
of Aroha, which is Love. The rustling of the leaves
around him, the sighing of the wind behind him, and
bigh up the tuis sang of panght but ' Aroha,” ! Aroha,’
and all the woods re-echoed ' Aroha.' In the next
village Neha, my father, heard the song of Aroha, which
is Love:

Archa! Te Archa! fair as the sau is Aroha
Aroha! Fe Arolin!
Like lookiug In deep water is looking in her eyes,
Arvhu! Te Aroha!
The music of their voices have the tuisgiven her,
Aruha ! Te Aroha!
And the ted pohutukawu gave 118 colonr Lo her chevks,
TG,

i o u! Te Aroha!
And the sapliug gave its litheuess, for she beodeth with Whe
by

Arghr! Te Arohn!
Oh, her love is worth the winuing. of &1l the fights that ate,
toha ! "Te Arohu!
Aud blest be he who wints the fight, the fight of T'e Nguhun,
For tie who wins Te Nguhun's Aght. wing geutle Aroha,
rohu! Te Aroha!
Aud he who wins sweet Aroha isthe cnvy of the world.
vhal Te Arohn!
Te Archa! Te Arohu !

After the sony was done, Neha, my father, stepped in
boldly amongst them that sany, And they were youny
men that had come from hunting the mos, whose flesh
they cooked on the fire,

' Tell me of this Aroke ! Where is she to he found ?
And what fight is this ye sing of

And it came to pass that all the young men turned and
looked on the form of Neha, my father, as he stood in
the light of the fire, and they felt that the sight wasss s
feast to their eyes, inasmuch as the limbs were big amil
the eye was bold, but the hearts of the young men were
jealous, and they cared not to tell bim, fearing that his
beart would b fired when he rested his eyes on Aroha,
which is Love, attd might join the fght of Ngahus snd
overcome them. For they knew not that Neha, my
father, was youny in the art of battle,

But the old men had seen that the green lizards fol.
lowed Neha, my father, and they Inughed softly to them-
selves, for well they khew the niission of green lizards.
And they ndvised the young men thus:

* To the stranger that hath come amongst us, tell ye of



Aroha } eing again the song ; tell ye of the fight and all
concerning it, and be not backward in the telling.’

Then arcee one of the young men and spoke :

'Kuow you that sre a stranger, and deserving of the
welcome of our people inasmuch as thon art a stranger,
that Archa, whom we all love, of whom we sing, is
daughter of the great chief, Ngahua, whose bloed is pure,
She liveth in the direction that the wind blows, in which
direction we journey to-morfow, that we may take part

\.
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“From arasing b, K. Watkine.

o the fight which her father hath organised, the ar-
ranging of which will be new to thee, who know but
our usual custom, The warriors will be divided two and
two, Thus they fight in paira till one be living and one
be dead. Then ngainn are the victors divided in pairs,
and so again they fight till there is but one psir left, and
those twain fight till one be living sud one be dead.
Then doth the victor reap the reward which his bravery
Hueth enrned, for be taketh Aroha, cur love, for bimeelf.’
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¢ There be great stanghteref good warriors for the uake
of one woman," said Neha

*Less than thon thinkest,” answered the young man,
‘ for if after he win his first fight, a warrior behold another
among the rest, whose skill he jndgeth to be greater than
his own, he may by the favour of Ngahua, retire from
the combat, and noshame will rest on him, or his mere or
his spear.” . -

When Neha, my father, had gone, the old men spoke’

They were young men who kad come from hunting the

thus, to them that were young 1 —

* Fools! why did ye hesitate to tell him ? Saw ye not
the green lizarda looking from under the stones? Are
ye so young that ye know not the mission of green
lizards »

Then did the young men underatand the advice of their
fathers : tuly,’ said they, " wisdom belopgeth only to
grey halr,

Atd it catne to pasa ns the days went by, as the nights

NUMBER.
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went by, Neha journeyed on, not knowing how far he
was from the village where Archa, which is Love, did
dwell, He had crossed over high moontainaand through
deep walleys where stone-speckled creeks bobble and
aplash, hastening to join the large stream that carries
them silently to the sea, through giant kanri forests and
over plains, yet he journeyed on and on, for his heart
waa longing to behold Te Archa, which ia Love. One
day a3 he pushed his way through the scrub, he came to

Moa.

a deep pool, aud on it he saw the reflection of a mgiden
thet washed flax in the water, Neha’s heart beat quickly
for, though he saw not the figure on account of a fallen
tree it front of bim, yet he saw that the reflection was
that of s beautiful woman. He moved on spftly that
she might not hear till he passed under the tree, and for
the first time beheld Te Archa, which is Love; there-
upon the whole heart of Neha, my father, msbed forth
to ber, for ber beaaty was soft to tired eyes—not the
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dezsling beauty of the sun, but'the beauty of a star in a
misty clond, As he stood motionless Aroha locked np
and ssaw him. She sprang to her feet and would bave
fied, but that Neha, my father, beckoned, wherenpon she
Jooked on him again, Then did she see that Neha, my
father, was superior in his bearing to allthe warriars that
feasted in her father’s Rainge, and she made a sign that
he should come to her.

He sprang over the stones and logs that divided them
with a lithenesa and grace that spoke to the heart of
Aroha, which is Love. He would have greeted her with
Maorl custom, but she held him back, for she remem-
bered her father's law that no man should greet her with
Maori custom till he had won her in the fight, Thins she
told to Neha, my father,

¢ Phen will I kiss thee, Archa, for that is not a custom,*

Feum driuming by X. Wathine.

* May, tell me, rather, whenoe comest thou—thon that
art fair? What misaion brought thee hither? for,”
said she, *mine eyes tell me thou art from other lands.*

‘Is not the beauty of Aroha so great that it is spoken
of, sung of, even where the wind comes from? For
where the wind starta do I dwell, Hither have I come
that I may seck the truth of the beauty of Aroha which
is Love.’

* And much do they overpraise my charms, oh, stranger,
for I am but a simple maiden that washes flax by the
stream,’

' Nay, fair Aroha, they did belie thee, inasmuch as
they attempted thy praise in the paltry words of our
tongue, which are but meaningless jargon compared with
thy real beanty.'

‘ Thou art a stranger, therefore thon must flatter.’

Al the Rienga,
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*Nay, Arohel I flatter not, for I do not aeck to praise
thee. Let them who are fools use soft words, and let
them who are warriors fight for thee till one be living
axd cue be dead,’

*In thy country, then,is a man not a good warrlor
becanse he nseth words that are soft to a maiden’s ear ?*

‘In my couniry deeds are weightier than words.'

‘I like thee for thy speech, O stranger, though my
heart loves not the horror of war.’

‘They speak of a battle between the warriors, of which
thou art the prize. Is this the truth ?*

‘They fight for me on the morrow. Warriors from all
the land are gathered and feaat to-night at my father's
house,*

¢ And art thou pleased because of this battle for thee >

‘Nay! It makes e sad that men should seek death

for me. Far rather would 1 choose
between them, though in truth,
thou who art a stranger, art more
comely than them all, but my
father's law is my law,*

* Would'st thou care for me lesa
ifall my comeliness were destroyed
in the fignt to-morrow ?'

‘Thou! Dost thon then battle
on the morrow

' Most surely when thou art the
prize.’

' But thou art young, Every
wartior there bears the marks and
scars of many battles on him.
Thou hast not even a scrateh, and
thy skin is like a woman's. ©
atranger, I wonld pray thee con-
sider well before thou—*

‘Nay, Archa, I have considered,
and I have decided."

*Then truly do I tremble for
thee.'

*Tremblenot ; for by my father's
arm shall mite be guided, and
Pohonui, King of Battles, Lord
of Loves, was my father .

‘Pohonui? Art thou then
Neha ?*

! Neba is my name.’

‘Then, indeed, do I tremble for
thee. HKnow younot the bitterness
between our tribea? Know you
not that Ngahua,my father, swensr
vengeance on the blood of Pohonui,
and that he offers s reward to the
chief that brings him the head of
Neha. Neha, son of Pohonui,
know you not these things 2

‘Then did Neba, my father, smile,
and answer: *These things koew
I not, but little difference doth it
meke, [ have vowed that to-
worrow I shall win thee, or Ishall
die.’

‘But what good, Neha, what
good ?}  Even if thou win me,
thinkest thou my father would sit
content and know that his etietny
hath his daughter ? We would he
marrjed st dusk, for my father
never breaks his word, but ere
darkness be in, thy head, apart
from thy body, would be spat upon
by the chicls,”

*But, Aroha,
oot."

they know me

¢ At first, perchance, they would
not, but at night when they think
and conjecture who you are, it will
all leak ont, there is hut one strain
of blood more noble in war than
thet of Ngahua and his chiefs, and
that is the blood of Pohionul and
his kin, Therefore will they khow
that thou art Neha.’

‘Archa, fair danghter of Nyahua,
if, perchance, I conguer sll my
foes on the merrow, wilt thou, de-
spite thy fatbiet's anger, go back
with me to my hottie where the
wind starts from ?'

! Neha, thou hast interested me
beyond all others, sg if thou art
killed ot the morrow [ will grieve
or thee night and day. Only
speak, and I will go with thee
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now—Ileave my flax in the wa*er, and stra’ghtway go
to where the wind starts from, for, Neha, I would dissuade
thee frotn the combat on the morrow.'

! Fear not, Aroha, but you would not wish it said that
Neha, son of Pohonui, feared to meet his fate, inasmuch
as he came to fight, and fled before the fight begun,
Nny, Arohs, I will live or die for thee to-morrow.’

“ So be it, Neha, but I fear me for thee ; thou knowest
not the cunning of the warriors of the giant, Nyau-ogan,
whom all men fear.’

‘Not all men, Aroha,

* Thou hast not seen him.

I fear him not.'
Oh ! he is big—and ugly,”

* Then, As must not win. Fret not for me, Arocha.
Thy love will give me strenygth to slay him.*

‘T pray so.’

! But, my love, if perchance I die, I will remember to
speak thy name with my dying breath, that the world
may know I loved you, Archa.’

A tear trembled in the maiden's eyes, as she looked up
and said : * Now, Neha, may you kiss me, for thy name
is engraven ot my heart for ever, and ever, and cver,’

Then Neha put his arm around her slender waist, drew
the yielding form to his breast, and with the love-lightin
his eyes, kissed the sweet Aroha full upon the soft,red 1i_s.

front of the warriors, wrging them to do great deeda,
But Aroha atood apart, and waa sorrowful.

¢ It is fitting," said the warriors, * the heart of Aroha is
sad becsuse of the brave warriors that to-dsy will ciatch
the grass for her sake, Kio ora

Then a1l the chiefs turned to her, waving their faizha,
and shouted till their throata swelled : * Kio ora/ Kia
ora !

Then did the women fly to their huts and weep for
them that were to die, but Aroha ecrept on the wall and
watched, )

And it came to pass, in the sight of all the chiefs, that
a strange thing happened ; inasmuch as ere the watriors
had chosen their combatants, the baby chief, for such in
their gibes they called Neha, the baby chief, whom they
had acoffed, walked straight toward the giant Ngaun-ngan
and touched him on the shoulder with his feathered
taiaha.

Then did Aroha tremble on the wall, for Neha looked
but a girl amongst the chiefs, and she had heard of the
tremendous might of Ngau-ngau in battle, Then shesaw
him fight, and then did the hiddes sirength of Neba, my
father, revealitself. AsNgau-ngausprangupoen him with
twivha and mese Neha stood like a quivering reed, sad

but it was enough for the watching Neha, who cnt under
his guard like lightning, snd the head of Ngau-ngau
flopped in sections abont his shoulders, while his teeth
rolled upon the grouad.

Thua did Neha, my father, win the fght, for alter this
deed none other came forward,

Te Ngahua, father of Te Aroha, welcomed Neha, say-
itg he was & warrior of all the Maori warriors, for
he knew pot that he was Neha, son of Pohonui, his
enemy—Pohonni, that was dead. Neha, my father, was
exalted with joy, warriors called him chief, and Aroha,
the gentle Aroha, who in great joy had greeted him,
would be his wife—his wife till the yellow leaves had
fallen thirty times, forty times, fifty times. :

Would she ? Only the little green lizards knew.

.- And it came to pass that in the night, Nehs, my
father, and Archa, my mother, fled to where the wind
comes from, and were seen by the Northern warriors no
more. Too late they knew that Neha, their enemy, had
been among them and taken their pearl, and their
hearts were heavy, for they knew not whither he had
fled, and could not follow. But the little green lizards
knew, and followed to where the wind starts from, and
there under the stones and under the trees they waited,

Frem drawing by K- Watkirs.

* There be noneto watch,' he said, but under the stones,
and under the trees, bright little eyes were watching all
ithe time.

Whet the great sun had arisen after the darknoess, the
warriors assemibled on the square in front of Ngahua's
whare. In truth, as Arocha had said, they bore the scars
of many batties on their skins, aud an untamed fierce-
ness glowed in their eyes. They danced a mad Aakas,
with rolling eyes and straining bodies, while yet the sun
had scarcely riscn, but the weird light on the contorted
faces made the flesh to crawl. But Neha, my father,
stood aloof, for he cared not for these things, thereby
creating & fecling of anger smong the warriors

‘Who is this ¥ said they, 'that would fight ere his
bluud be heated by the dance? Some babe that dreameth
of his mother's milk, rather than red blopd, We will
let Mahungamoi destroy him,’

Now it was well known that Mebungamoi, which is
sleepy bead, was a faint-hearted warrior, but Neha, my
father, lieeded them mnot, but stood aside and held his
peace.

Then came Lhe wobien agd Janced s bending dunce in

In the home of Nehu, my futher.

suddenly springing to one side, Ngau-ngau fell to the
ground. Then did Neha, my father, & foolish thing, In-
stead of taking advantage of this thing and killing him,
le let the fallen warrior rise. The now enraged giant
flew at Neha, raining down blow on blow, his heavy
taiaha whizzing in the air, till it seemed mortal strength
could not withstand him.

But Neha trusted not tostrength. Pohonui had taught
him all his cunning, and Neba contented himself with
catching the blows, slanting on his fgivha, so that they
wight glatice ¢ harmlessly, Only once did the terrible
battery force him to his knees, but the next blew the
weapons strock in the middle, and both the taiuka broke
in twain. Aroha clasped her hands in agony, when she
saw this happen, for she feared that Neha's courage must
now end in death, but great was her joy when she saw
him spring to his feet and fly at the giant with his mere,
Then, in truth, did the real battle begis. All the warriors
still alive closed round to lock, but yet Arohs from her
etninence could see all, She could see Ngau-ngau's mere
Bashisg a8 he ruined down a hurricane of blows; she
could hear the ¢lick, click, 8s the weapons met. Then
st It she saw Ngsu-ngad pause (rom his onslaught, that
he might take hall a breath, for 4 space almost nothing,

patiently, patiently, or little green
tired,

lizards never grow

In his home Neha, my father, and Aroha, my mother,
dwelt while eight times the yellow leaves fell to the
ground, and reven times did I see them, for after the
first fall, I, Ringanui, was born,

It seemed Neha and his sweet young wife would live in
peace for ever, for eight frosts had come and gone, yet
there was no sign that anyone remembered the night
that Neha, son of Pohonui, stole away with the Pearl of
the World, But Ngahua, whose blood was pure, re-
remembered, and the little green lizards never forgot.

Neha hed now developed into the iull strength and
vigor of his manhood, and Archa grew more graceful and
more sweet day by day. It came to pass in the end that
Ngahus gathered together his warriors and canoces, then
in the darknean of the night sailed away, and it was not
uptil the canoes were seen from the coast that Neha, my
fatber knew of his coming.

Hastily gathering the warriors that were about him,
which were few, and sending messengers to call in others,
bidding Aroha, my mother, and e, go ioto the pa for
safety, be hastened to the besch, and there out on the



Tavas, Duc m, 1o

strip of sand and in the water, did that small band of
warriors fight the canoes, till the sun had stopped mid-
way between the heavens.

But Timi, Horangi, Hanui, and other noble warriors
had clutched the sand in desath, and though Neha, my
father, fought as buman man shall never fight again,
numbers bore him back—back to the very gate of the
pa, where Aroha, my mother, and I were hiding. Here
the amall band stood awhile, but, one by one, they were
driven in, till all were inside but Neha, who still fought
at the gate. I could se¢ my mother's eve glitter as she

Hurtin, pharo , Wangamui,

In the home of the Kiwr,

saw him standing, his mighty arm swinging right and
jeft, dealing death &t every blow, end though a boy, my
own heart bled that Neha, the father whom I luveq,
should be left fighting alone against multitudes.

But the gate was narrow, and though they pressed
him sore, not one step did Neha, my father, take in re-
treat. I could see the red gashes in his breast, while
bis back shone in the sun without a scratch, I could
see by the coming and going of his bosom that he was

breathing hard between his teeth, and my heart was
angered against the chiefs that they had left him. Bat
when I saw the red blood gush from his head I rushed
to his side and slashed with all my might But there
wasg one there hefore e who, with niore dexterous hand
than mine, wielded the heavy taiaha with terrible effect.
I noticed it aot, for my blood was hot
and my eyes Blind with excitement,
but I heard my father say :

*Go back, Aroha, go back !
\& not woman's work '

She answered not, but fought on
just the same. I caught but one
glimpse of Aroha, my mother, s she
fought, and never, never will 1 forget
jt. With her hair dishevelled, and
flashing sugry eyes, her dress torn, I
saw her, standing on & log, beantiful
in her anger, smite dowun the chief
Mahungwmoi, 8. though he were a
child,

Then did [ see the enraged Ngahua
rush blindly into the breach, and
amite her to the ground with his
heavy greenstone mere.  Then did 1
hear my lather give s grest cry,. as,
throwing away hia weapom, in terrllfle
frenzy, he seized the northern chief
and lied him off the ground. He
gripyed him by the heal and by the

This
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heels, and placing his knee in the amall of his back, drew
him backward till the bones crunched and ¢racked, and
the head and thighs miet, Then Neha, my futher, threw
the lifeless body into the pa, and bleeding from head to
foot, took Archa in his arms and faced the foe, who on
the death of their chief had drawn back in dismay.

I waited mnot, but called the chiefs to my side and
charged. ‘Then ¢came another hand of our chiefs from
the hunting, and together, bit by bit, piece by picce, we
drove them back, till at last in terror they broke and ran
for the canoes. We followed and slew the stragglers
anid all them that were tardy of
foot. Then did I hurry back to
seek Neha, my father, and be
praised for the deeds I had done,
There, st the gate, 1 saw them
lying with their arma round each
others’ necks, Neha, my lather—
Te Archa, my mother.

‘They are wearied and they
sleep,’ said I. But a little green
lizard crossed my path travelling
northward, and when I saw it my
soul shrivelled np within me.

The little green lizards had
started on their long, long jotitney
to Reinga.

Prize Competition

Names of This Year's Winners.

RULES.

1. The GHAFHIL Tenerven the right to publsh atory
other thau the priae slories. " b = mest i

T MSS. will not be returned before the reault in annousced, and
wpplicatious befure that date will wot recelve nitefition. Afier the
resaltaof the Competition are made known  the Fditer will post such
unsuccesaful M55, as may not be required 10 those who fAes make
applicution enclosing stampa,

3. The Hdilor cannot undertake to atunwer Ingoiries having re-
ference to the treatnient of the stotics in detail. The particolars
Eiven are aufficient for the purposcs of Lthe competition, aud cvery-
Lhing ¢lse is 1¢ft 10 The judgment and discretion of Lthe competitora,
I'he award of the judges will be published as s0on after the close of
the Competition an possible, and no juformation respecting Vhe
award will be given to any competitor before this publicution.

4. Each M3, should be p td. mnd 1! left open at the enda wil)
b_c carried at book poat vates.  lishould be addressed to the* Kditor,
NEW ZEALAAD UGMAPHIC, SHortland street, Auckland.'

m:,. ‘._Aumo:!?‘ intatend o!'hlhe writer's name must be wiritten under
e title of the story. Thesuthor's real nam: 1 be losed i
au etvelope and addressed ta the editor. © mun el s

BHARING THE MOTTC AND THE WORDS ‘STORY COM-
PETITION'® ON THE TOP LEFT CORNER,

‘This envelope must not be placed lu the MSS. packet, but must he
posted separately, 1t mustalso contain a declaration that the work
isorigiual and entirely the sender’s awn.

6. All cottributiotta must reach the office before May 15th.

7- ,Choice of subject rests with the writer, hut the scene must be
1aid iu New Zenland, and be of special interest to New Zealatiders.
1t may deal with auy subject, hatural, s pernaturnl, l1ove, herolum,
ndventure, life ot the gumfields, gold mines or countsy, search for
treasure, Bghling of peace, in fact anything Sright and intereating,
anid free from wuything unsuitable fot tamily readieg.

R  Write clearly, and on one side of the paper only. No T
larpger than toolscap should be used, In ctases of t?llln! lil‘:-nP:y
"ﬁ"‘: ;lb_relerence will be given Lo atories lendiug themnelves to
illust: ation,
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Stories.

PRIZES FOR NEXT YEAR.

It is satisfactory to be able to report that the
manuscripts sent in for our Christmas Short Story
Competition this vear were of considerably higher
literary merit than those received in 18g3. The
story which has been awarded first prize, gained
that place by unanimous vote of the judges and
by a very large majority of marks. 'Neha, a Tale
of Green Lizards,” by Mr E. H. Aubin, is, as our
readers will admit, a clever and striking piece of

work, the style being particularly graceful, and
the interest well-sustained. Mr 5t. Anbyn % quite

a young man, and has already
himself in scholastic work.

year's prize stories.

majority, over the half dozen stories which ran it

story will also appear it the weekly GRAPHIC at an early date.

Sowme of iast year's prize-winners were again competitors this time,
We trust that unsuccess om this occasion wiil not discourage these,
or other successful competitors from * trying again' for the

STORY COMPETITION 1895,

FIRST PRIZE .. .
SECOND PRIZE
THIRD PRIZE

. The stories must not be less than 4,000, or more than

length, and free from anything unsuitable for all classes of readers,
It will be seen by Rule 7 that the broadest scope is allowed. So

that the scene of the story is laid in New Zealand,
subject is unlimited.
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The second prize fell, also by unanimous vote
of the judges, to Mrs Bullock, of Wanganui, in
her story, ' The Beachcomer's Daughter,”
story is alsc of a higher class than any of last
It will be published in the
weekly GrarKic about Christmas week.

Concernipg the third prize, there was considerable difference of
opinion Amongst the judges, but ' The Ghost of Blind Gully,’ by
Mrs B. J. Maclean, Taupiri, had a majority, though it was but a narrow
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AUCKLAND.

HERE. ure few prettier sights In the world than
Auckland on a fine summer morning, its pretty
villas embowered in anb-tropical verdure scattered

for miles over the hills rising from the lake-like bay,
upon whose broad bosom ships of the largest tonnage
can find safe anchorage, can discharge their cargoes at
its commodious wharves snd obtain facilitiea for over-
haul at its spacious graving dock, in which two of Her
Mujesty's ahipa on the Australasian station have been
berthed together, end to end, The picture is made
perfect when the aplendid fleet of the Auckland Vacht
Club turn out for their periodical manceuvres, or on the
day of the anniversary regatta; the whole harbour is
then flecked with conntless sail, from the rakish schooner
to the boy’s dingy, propelled, perchance, by a tablecloth
surreptitiously abstracted from the parental linen chest ;
for the Auckland lads have the breath of the sea in their
nostrils, and are at home in a boat.

With a climate rivalling that of Madeira, possessing
every advantage of civilised life, combined with cheap
provisions and all necessaries and luxuries obtainable at
extremely moderate prices, Auckland is par exeslience the
place for families with settled incomes which require
careful handling to make both ends meet, if the reason-
able claims of educated society are to be satisfied. Many
persons of this class have already settled here, and f the
advantages of the city were more widely known, a still
larger number of retired Indian officers and others of
similar class would take up their residence in Anckland.

Thesurrounding suburbsof the city are all very pleasant,
especially Ponsotnby, Parnell, Remuers, Mount Hden,
Mount Albert, Ellerslie, and Epsom, on the Aunckland
side, and Devonport, Northeote, and Birkenhead on the
North $hore. In these abound villas with well-kept
gardens, speaking of the comfort and intelligence of their

ssessors. The marinesuburbs are great summerresorts

or picnickers, especially when in search of strawhesries
and creatn.  Among the many favourite resorts is Lake
Takapuns, a pretty sheet of water collected in an old
volcanic crater. Itis from this source that the horough
of Devonport, on the North Shore, draws its water supply,

The Lake water, although beautifully fresh and palatable .

in its lower depths is below sea level, a narrow strip of
land separating it from the main channel of approach to
Auckland Harbour. Along the sea frontage, a splendid
beach extends for a distance of two miles and it is this
which our (ficture depicta,

Aunckland is the largest city in New Zealand, its
population, with suburbs, being 51,287, It is well-
built, containing many very fine business edifices and
sublic buildings. Its Free Public Library stands
second ouly to that of Meclbourne among the libraries
of Australasia, and possesses many rare manuscripts
presented by Sir George Grey. There is also a credit-
able Art Gallery, which owes much to the bemefac-
tions of one of Auckland's former citizens, the late J.
T. Mackelvie. Another old settler, Mr Costley, left a
fortune of more than 100,000 to various institutions,
including the Free Library, Museum, Sailors’ Home,
Hespitai, homes for the aged poor and for orphan
children.

The hagdsome edifice which houses the Library, Art
Gallery and Municipal Offices, is erected on a corner of
the Albert Park, of which we give an illustration, In
former times, when ten thonsand Imperial troops were
located in New Zenland to suppress the Maori rebellion,
the military barracks, surrounded by a sombre stone
wall, occupied the site which is now a blaze of flowers
for nine months out of the twelve. At no great distance
from the park is situated the Dommnin, anotherrecreation
reserve of 200 acres, and including one of the finest
cricket grounds in the coloniea.

Auckland merchants, whatever their other failings
may be, have kept in view the importance of being weil
in advance of the time in the provision made for shipping,
On Queen-street Wharf, which is I,7o0 feet long, aad
paved with wooden blucks, are s number of spacious
goods sheds, including & very commodious store, built
during 1893 oh an extension of the eastern tee at the end
of the wharf, which has a depth of 24 feet at low water
spring tides. The Railway Wharl, 1,050 feet long, and
Jetty No z, also provide extensive shed accommodation
alongside deep water berths ; while on the Western side
of Queen-street Wharf, the Hobson.sireet Whatf, and a
streteh of reciaimed land with water frantages, chiefly
occupied by shipbuilding and timber yards, contribute
tnaterially to the facilities of the port,

The ilepth of water in the Auckland Harbour in the
channel off the Queen-street Wharf varies from 6 to 7
fathoms, or from 36 to 42 feet. O the North Head the
depth of water varies from 10 to 1 fathoms, off the
North Shore Wharf from 6 to 8 fathoms, und off the
Calliope Dock from 6% to 7 fathoms, Further up the
‘Wheitemata the depth of water is even greater.,

Auckland possessestwo docks—one of these theCallio
Dack, having a length of soo feet, with a width of
feet at the entrance nid 33 feet on the sill at high tide.
The flagships of the Australinn station and various
foreign warships have been docked here, the Harbour
Boerd having granted the use of the dock free for all
uaval repairs, with the object of making Aucklanda great
naval depot. The graving dock oo the southern side
of the harbour is a good, useful atructure, wel) adapted
for the repair and overhsul of vessels drawing up to 13
feet of water,

The entrance tothe port is guarded by forts conatructed
on the North Head aud Mount Victoria, which are
wanned by detachments of the Permanent Artillery. In
connection with these forts, the channel would also he
liarred against n foreign enemy in time of war with tor-
pedoes.

The city possesses s University College, presided over
hy five prolessors, sud many fine school buildings, Its
street tramwaya extend s distance of twelve miles, sod

are supplemented by numerous lines of *buses plying ta
its widely scattered suburba, ‘The municipality have
al50 const ucted fresh and salt water baths.
Mannfactures of many kinds have become firmly estab-
lished in Auckland. The magnificent kauri forests, the
coal and goldfields, sand the large extent of fertile land
for which it ia the natural outler, an well as its growing
commerce with the South Sea Islatds and many other
parts of the world, mark out for Auckland a great futtre,

THE POETRY OF CHRISTMAS-TIME.

PoExs have ever delighted to sing of Christmas, bat the
season is also full of unwritten poetry, Its meaning ia
the finest, truest poem, and all its associations are poetic,
Comung once a year, its influ nce seems to linger over
and to sanctify the whole of the following twelvemonth,
Other old festivals pasa gradunally away and become
obsolete ; but, somehow, we cannot let Christmas die.
If it is childish to love its observance, we most of ua
row childish once a year. The time is a special
avourite with Englishmen, and to some extent it breaks
down that coldness and reserve which foreigners say is
one of their characteristics. Though many of the quaint
old Christmas rites are now no louger ohserved, we still
hope to preserve its holiness, its charity, its peacefuinesa
and tetdernesa,

Washington Irving, in the pages of his Sketch Book,
gives a graphic deacription of an English Christmas,
which he thoroughly admired and appreciated. He
says (—' The services of the Church abont this time are
extremely teuder and inspiring. They dwell on the
beautiful story of the origin of our faith, and the pastoral
scenes that accompanied its announcement. They
gradually increase in fervour and pathos during the
season ot Advent, until they break forth in full justice on
the morning that brought peace and goodwill to men.
Ido not know a grander effect of music on the moral
feelings than to hear the full choir and pealing organ
performing a Christiias anthem in a cathedral, and fill-
ng every part of the vast pile with triumphant har-
mony.” And again he says:—' Even the sound of the
waits, rude as may be their minstrelsy, breaks upon the
mid.watches of the night with the effect of perfect har-
mony. As I have been awakened by them in the still
and solemn hour when “‘deep sleep falleth upon man,”
I have listened with a hushed delight, and connecting
them with the sacred and joyous occasion, have almost
fancied them into another celestial choir, announcing
peace and goodwill to menkind.' Few Eaglishmen have
entered into the spirit of Christmas more fully than did
this Atmerican writer. :

Wordsworth, in the introduction to his * Dudden’
sonnets, says ;-

The minstrels played thelr Christimas tuse

To-night beneath my cottage eaves, R
and the bare wmention of their music brings a host of
tender recollections to our hearts. We think of the time
when we ourselves, in our childhood, lay awake in &
happy tremor of excitement, while the tones stole in at
the frosted window. At soch a time, old legends tell
us, the Christ.child comes and walks once more on
earth.

None heat the Christchild, Ever sileatly

The barred door opeus to the tiuy hand,

And they alone thiz pight the Christ-child sce

hat pass, still children, to another land,
Wherein His love hath called them to be.

As we lay, almost fancying we heard the passing foot-
steps of the Christ-child, how suddenly the bells pealed
forth in the silent, frosty air, to remind us that Christ,

once born on earth, lives and has lived since the founda- -

tions of the world.

Who is there that has not some tender and precinns
memories clinging to his idea of Christmas—some poetry
which all the friction of the world has not rubbed o ?
‘Who is there that does not feel 8 little tenderness at his
heart as the season approaches? It is not only a festival
of hope, but & festival of memory, of home, of love, of
re-union, It is a uniter of hearts long separated; an
awakener of emotions long buried and nimost forgotten.
Sometimes it may be the ' quiet sense of something loat?
which it brings to us; but it is ever a holy feeling, &
peaceful, gentle whisper, & atill smwall voice ‘of recollec-
tion and of anticipation,

Christmas does not do te much good, if it cannot rouse
us & little from our selfishness ; if it does not cause as to
think a little about other people, This seews to be the
season's special mission—-to sweeten the year with a little
charity and leving kindness. We should cast out our
hatreds, our prejudices, our nnkindnesses, not only now
bat at all times., To do so only for a few days once a
yesr is something; but of course not encugh, ~ There is
8 virtue that goes far beyond mere almsgiving; that
passes far beyoud the mere dropping of our superfuities
for others less gifted by fortune to gather up.  Thereis
the ceaseless mlmsgiving of a loving heart—a heart that
withholds not its sympathy, its pity, its help, and its
tendernesd., If we call ourselves religions, yet have not
this Jove, onr religion is dead and useless, Christmas, if
it teaches us nothing else, should at least teach us thia,

Throughout all our writers, prose and poetic, there
ruus a vein of deep, earnest feeling when they mention
Christmas time. he poetry of the season bas entered
into their souls, the glory of its presence has fallen upon
their hearts and abideth there. It conjures up precious
dreams of the past, like a diver recovering Jost treasure,
it lights the present with gladness and the future with
hope, These thoughts render it almost a sacrilege to
call Christinas 'merry,” though the name is sanctioned
by old mnd venerable usage. Merry!—it is something
better than that. Merriment is well enough ; but joy, if
we can obtain it, is far better. And, strange as it may
seem to say 8o, no one koows real joy who haes not also
known real sorrow. The mirth of childhood, aud of
inexperience, is pothing compared to tlie calm strength
and giadness of & soul that has suffered and strivea.

* Rise happy momn, rise holy mors,
Draw {orih the cheerful dey from night
Q Father, touch the eant, pad light
Th!ll,“lt that shone when Hope was bora.

« + TE HAKA. o

Brarinavwa T. Naara, BA, {Canterbury College)

ONE dear scene in my mind’s eye ia floating,
Martial, warlike, yet 8o graceful,

Staged in meads that heard no bleating
Save of savage babes at play,

‘There the oid pa stands to-da:
‘Where the mountain clad in lzwka.a

" Bends with gentle slope, and fondly
Showers kisses on the stream,
Rippling, laughing, winding, moaning,
Hies she on to join the ocean,
Emblem of a race that's speeding
Sadly onwarda to oblivion.

Day is breaking on that pa,

All within is bustle, stir,

*Tis the hour of dedication—

Te Kawanga, solemn consecration,
‘When our whare in its beanty,
Tukututw, putana, e Korirari}
Only to the gods in heaven

With our war dance must be given.

All day long from far and near

The crowds pour in to see and hear.
Amid this group are chieftains bald—
Rewi, Taonui-—names of old.

Yonder Kahumunu, mere in hand,
Frowning, marshals forth his band—
Te Rarawa, Taitni mete Whalkatohes,
Whakaata, Taupare, Tuwhakairiora,

A noble sight, th' intruding band,

But grander yet unfolds itself.

Yonder massed, oue sea of forms,

Maids with warriors alternating,

In the van are maidens lovely

Dressed in mats of fineat fibre

Cheeks with takoe gaily hued

Plumed with quills of rarest huia
Beyond=—-but n1o—no more iz seens
Thaugh hundreds lie to shout * Haeremai.'
The maids must first display their graces -
Then we'll gaze on warriors’ faces.

Softly and gently ; and chanting most sweetly

Uplift they their welcome * Hae emai I * Haeremai !
With kuees bent gracefully, with s ow step and gesture
As soft as the patither, yet ?ueenly and stately !
Hark ! now, it is changing! in chorus they're jolning 1
1t swells and it rings, it bursts forth triumphant !

In voice and in gesture, in body and limb

Their welcome is spoken, ' Haéremail * hasremas P
Hoew nimbly they foot it 1| How supple their bodies !
Ye fauns and ye nymphs, beware of your laurels !
These children untutored, by nature endowed

May charm yet Apollo, the god of all graces,

; But now, behold ! the nymphs subside,
: The rythmic motion's ceased, and lo !
The ranks give way, the van files off
Unfolding terror to our view.
Rows of warriors, dusky, warlike,
Line the earth and make it hristle
All recutubent, silent, speechless,
Seewing in lethargic sleep,

Aotearoa’s sona| ye warriors stern !
. Awake | awake | they come! they come|

' Welcome, ye strangers ! thrice welcome; thrice wel-
come |
Respond ye to the call so feebly,
Though your war-paint glows 8o fiercely ;
Welcome, ye strangers ! Naumai! Naumai /'

Ah! ye sluggards, raise your voices
Up and stamp and tread like Maoris;
Tis the kaka puhiri, war-dance,
Fierce and warlike, savage, martial,

' Me kore ¢ tutaki He pupu kari kawa
He peeu harerorero Ao/

Ka tikvk.! Ka takuri/

Ka tikoki! Ka tahurif

Ka takuri ra Nui Tireni ¢ aue I

Ah ! yoor blood is coursing now,

Ah ! your apirit's roused at last,

Ha! the welcome rings out clear:

' Pohiritia atu! Hanremai! Hueremai &
Heads erect and body stetety,

Proud, imperious, yet be graceful,
Arms and limbs in rythm moving,
Mars, Apollo, ate reviewing,

' Tena | takalia ! with motion majestic

Their arma now wide sweeping, their hands all a-tren;-
bling,

Now circles describing; then to heaven uplifted ;

Their bodies set firmly ; yet limbs in mid-nir H

* ean § pakia /' with kuee-joints set looge,

With freuzy in gesture, with eyebrows contracting,

With eyes glowing fiercely, with bounding and leaping. .

But mark, mild Apollo the war-god is soothing,

* Pohiritia atx /! Hoaeremai! Hamemai P

Ah | warriors are leaping, the ranks they are surging ;

The war-god has conguered, tlie war-cry i raised, .

'Tis _sou? ing! 'Tisewelling | 'Tisroaring [ 'Tisthunder-
ing .

Hal frenzy thou workest, 'tis blood now they pwmell.

' The battle [ the battle| onr taizhas and merrs,'

They shout as they leap ; a maduess has seized them—

. .'L"uza ka o kasrangatire, 2ake

Mr A gata, B.A., is the som of 8 Muorl chiel belopg-
Ing to the Paverly Hay district, He recelved his secoutary cdocl,
tiom at ‘I'c Aute College, fromm whence he proceeded to Canterbury
Culle!e Chrintchurch, where he grldullecr. The shove pocnt wag
AWET firat prize in comuection with the Aucklaud Literasy
docleties Union Anous! Competition.
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WANGANUL

it —

N all New Zealand there is no more besutiful scenery
to be found than that which characterises the Wan-
ganni River, & noble ptream, which, after muoning

its tortnous course for a distance of about two bundred
miles through acenes of varied and enchanting loveliness,
debouches on the west coast of the North Island, Four
miles from the river's mouth is situated the pretty little
town of Wanganui, past which the broad, deep current—
spanned in two places by nohle bridges—flows on its sea-
ward way., Native villagesand mission settlemnents, nest.
ling all along the banks in the midst of the loveliest en-
vironments imaginable, supply the tourist with & suffi-
ciency of human intereat which is waried at inter.
vals by long reaches of silent prandeur where every-
thing conduces to reverent, almost awestruck,. ad-
miration of Nature's exquisite handiwork., Until
quite recently access to the more distant, and most
beantifo} reaches could only be had by means of
canoes, which had to be poled through the numerous
rapids, The journey was theretore both difficult and
tedions, Now, however, the requitements of travellers
wre fully snpplied by two capital steamers of special
construction, fitted with etery modern appliance, which
regularly counect with the high road to the Hot
Lake district, thus enabling visitors to see sixty miles
of river scenery such aa is represented in cur illus-
tration. Two of these, by the way, are from an-
other stream in the Wangauuni district —the Manga-
whero, nlso celebrated for itsbeauty., ‘The scene entitled
‘Mangaio Junction * showa the entrance of a tributary of
the Wanganui, which joins the latter some seventy miles
from the mouth, and is typical of the lovely vistas oc-
curring from time to time as its numerons feeders add
their quota to the grand stream, The ' Ladder Scene,'
which occurs about eighty miles up the Wanganui, is in-
teresting as showing the only means of reaching terra
Jirma from the river’s brink over several miles of that
patticular locality. The cliffs are thereabouts very high
and precipitous, rising sheer out of the deep still water.
Upod the tableland at the top are native plantations and
camping grounds, and_the ladders—their sole means of

reaching their highway, the river—are of native con-

struction. Many cliffs in the vicinity are similarly sup-
plied. The Native Council Houses (wharepunas) shown
in the illustration occur at the settlements of Galatea,
and Tawhitinui on the banks of the Wangamui, and are
of comparatively recent date. |, . ' :

o Warila, photy.. Wesgame.

THE BACHELOR'S CHRISTMAS EVE.

THR bachelor sat in his easy chair. It was Christmas
Eve, the saddest eveningin the year to the bachelor, and
his brow was furrowed, his eyes were pensive. He was
thinking of bis sad lot. Gazing intently at the splendid
summer sunset, his faithful doy lying drowsily by his
side, was thinking of things that were gone, just as the
conventional bachelor always doea in sketcheslikethese,
He was thioking of six pounds that were gone—foolishly
expended for Christman presents for distant relatives
who did not care a rap for him, and who never recipro-
cated, He was thinking how delightfal it woulrl be if
only one person in the wide world thought enough of
him to retiember him in the way he uped 10 be remem-
bered when he waa a boy. This thought naturally
brought to his mind the idea of & wife. How delightful
it would be to bave her there with him that Christmas
Eve, radiant, happy, in ecstasies over the bracelet he had
given ner | How delighted he would feel when she re-
ciprocated with a pair of slippera or worked braces!

J. Martin. phote . Wansganal,

Native Carped House, Wanganui River.

Dac. e, 105,

And then the bachelor thought of & fair young girl who
lived next door but one, and whom he had often pictured
a8 & possible wife when the day came that he was willing
to give np tobacco and billiards for ber sweet sake,

The bachelor bad sent the sweet young girl & bunch of
roses this Christmas Eve. Happy thought! Was it not
possible, even probable, that sie would remember him
with some little token made by her own deft fingers,

As if in answer with the bachelor’s wish there was, m
moment later, a soft knock at the door. The bachelor’s
heart leaped with pleasant anticipation. Ah! it was
she, and in her hand ghe held something. She was ac-
cempanied by her portly mamma,

‘1catie to thank yot,' she said with s pretty blush,
* for the beantiful roses, and to give yon—'

The bachelor was overcome. 'Oh, thank you,' he

o give you a chance to do something good and
noble. I am getting up & subscription for a poor mar-
ried man who has a wife and seven children, and they
are all starving. I have put you down for ten ahillinga.

The bachelor spent the remainder of his Christmas
evening communing with himself.

'
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1 Small fribulary of the Wanganuri near iis juncition with the Mangawhero O-te-Au. C 2 ¢ Ladder Scene’ above Mungatwhero O-fe-Au,

about twelve miles beyond Pipiriki,  Ladder the only way fo reach terra firma from river, which is hemmed in at that part by precipitous banks.

Ladder construcied by Maoris. 8 ' Going ilo School,” Imlercsting sceme on the Mangawhero, al a pari where the n'-b;er rins flercely.
4 Walerfall) about forty-five miles from Wenganui. Until lately dificult of access, but road now being formed.
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WELLINGTON.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

Q impression of Wellington will live longer in the
memory than the view of it which is obtained in
approuching the city from the sea during the

early hours of & clear starlight evening. The twinkling
ofthe electric lampe upon the extensive wharvesand along
the shores, with the tiers of lights high above them on
terraced streets and in the windews of houses, scen in

dim outline, perched high above the Bay, is like a scene
io fairyland. The daylight view, however, is still a very
charming one. The broad, lake-like harbour, enclosed
with low, shrub-covered mountains, its bosom dotted with
ships from every clime ; the city stretched along the hill-
side around the water front, rising up the slope in
graduated rows, like a stairway of buildings, extending
from the hill to down to the Bay-side, along which,
upon a strip of flat land much of it reclaimed from the
sea, are erected many fine business edifices and public
huildings,

The harbour authorities have made the best of their
splendid shipping facilities. Spacious wharves hailt
along the water front bring the leviathan ocean steamera
and mercantile warehouses into close proximity. These
facilities, with its geographical advantages, are contribn-
ting to make Wellington a great mercantile distributing
centre as well as the seat of Government. Railways to
Wapier on the East Coast and New Plymouth on the West,
carry the produce in wool abd tneat of a vast area of
agricultural and pastoral country for export.

Among the buildings in close proximity to the bay, the
General Post Office, the Great Departmental Offices the
Government Printing Office, Government House in its
tree-planted enclosure, and some of the principal ware-
houses specially attract attention. The Houses of Parlia-
ment are not- visible from the water front, and are not
particularly imposing structures of wood. They convey
a muchweaker impression afthe magnitude of the govern-
ing machinery of the colony than the huge square struc-
ture known, par exccllencs, as the Government Offices—
there are many departments which have their head-
quartess elsewhere, A climb up the staircases and a
ramble through the winding passages of this edifice,
which is popularly believed to be *the biggest wooden
building in the world,' gives one & good idea of the ex-
tent of the machitery uecessary to run the Government
of New Zealand, THe concentration of a large body of

from the Thornden end, and fairly depicts the handsome
residences in which the prosperous citizens of Wellingtoa
have established their homes,

Many beautiful views are obtained from the hilla around
‘Wellington, which amply repay the toilsome ciimb up
their slopes. Spread out beneath the spectators’ feet are
the roofs and streets of the city, with 1ts shipping lying
at the wharves, and beyond are the silvery waters of the
harbour, on whose peaceful bosom merchant ships and
war vessels floating the flags of many nations, are safely
anchered. To the east is seen the narrow gateway
through which the harbour lets itself out to the sea, and
beyond the white rows of ocean rollers, breaking in foam-
ing crests on the shore. To the southwards gleam the
stormy waters of Cook Strait, which dividea the North
and South Islands. Beyond this tempestuous channel, if
the day is clear, can be defined the dim shore-line of the
South Island, Just nnderneath, the eye ranges over the
levelled sites avnd rising structures of some palatial
building elevated like a castle and commanding a fine
view over the harbour. Roadways grooved out of the
hill-side bear testimony to theactivity of the city fathers,
and the difficulty of their task in making streets npon
such an unpropitious site,

The traflic of the city is facilitated by an excellent
system of tramways. The theatres, hotels, and com-
tercial bnildings are all worthy of a progressive city
whose present population of 34,190 is heing rapidly
added to.

REVISION OF NUPTIAL FORMS,

OUR fair readers will be delighted to learn that the
Ladies’ Select Committee appointed to revise the book
of nuptial forms, and who had a wide field before them,
have at length bronght their labours to a close. The
labour, no doubt, was to them one of love; and they
have evidently set about it eon amore, A great many
witnesses have been examined, and their unanimity—one
half belng widows—is wonderful. It is clearly shown,
by statistical returns—the Registrar-General's annual
report exhibiting the comparative number of single and
married, and 50 on—that the present protmissory form is
a stumblingblock to tender consciesces. In Auckland
alone, where the Committee sit en permanence, a vast
proportion of the gentle aspirants for connubial honours
—distingunished by their scrupulous adherence to truth,
and never having been accustomed to say * I will’ with-
out meaning it—are placed in & most painful position—
‘making “' I date fiot’’ wait upon ' I would '"—like the
poor cat i* the adage." The document embodyiog the
Comtnittee’s nltimatum consists of a sheet of gilt-edged
paper, heantifully written on all sides, but not crossed.

lished power is rightly deemed most appropriate.

In reierence to the vexed question of cake, it is con-
sidered that cake shiould be peremptorily abolished, the
associations of cake being undignified and absurd, The
committee suggest that motto kisses, carefully prepared
with & view to the propagation of matrimonial truth,
shoutd be substituted.

Altkough not coming strictly within their province,
the tnarital anthoritiea are recomwmended to allow all
mothers-in-law holding commissions to retire on full pay
after three months' service,

LEAVES FROM A CHRISTMAS TREE.
OR, THOUGHTS THAT HANG ON PLAYTHINGS.

PLEASURR is but a ball that a child runs after so long aq
it keeps rolling, but which he kicks away from him the
mement it stops.

The character that has holes pierced in it ian't worth
a pin, and you can say the same of a child's drum,

Drumg, also, partake of the quality given by Napoleon
to English soldiers, for ‘they never know when they're
beaten."®

The child takes a pleasure in blowing its trampet.
What is music to itself ia discord to others; and yet it
will persevere for hours. The man becomes often as
great a nuisance when he allows his vanity to be in-
cessantly pushing him before others to blow his own
trumpet.

A gong that is spunded too londly onlystzarties people.
So, in sounding your praises youo cannot do it with too
light a hand, If yon souud them too thumpingly per-
sons will only run away from you, or else put their
fingers in their ears, to prevent their being bored with
such empty noise,

The performer on a tin fiddle reminds one of the pros-
peronus fool who is always boasting of having accumn-
lated a large fortune.

We generally make the most of any little danger, We
shrink one moment and laugh at our fears the next,
like young ladies pulling bonbon crackers, Most ap-
preliensions have a ridiculous or a pleasant termination.
The end is generally a motto or a swectineat. -

A good hook is like travelling, The memory is sure
to make some agrecable passage.

The doll that speaks too frequently ends badly. The
possession of its gift is the canse of its destruction. Tu
find cut the secret of its inspiration it is picked to pieces,
It is the fate of genius all over,

At Christmas-titne, in the society of children, everyone

Governm
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the higher public officials and the sttendant public ex-
penditure has not anly been of great advantage commer.
cially to Wellington, but hes alvo conferred many social
advantagen, for the Civil Service of New Zealand includes
many able and cultured men, Thetendency to establish
the headquarters of large commercial houses here, and
the recent remaval of the head office of the Bank of New
Zealand to Wellington, will operate in the same direc-
tion.

With the Christaias number of the GRAPRIC last year a
penc:ama of Wellinglon wes issucd, viewed from “about
tlie cetitre of the city, and giving apecial prominence to
the husiness quarters, The pirl:urr in thininane in taken

VIEWS OF WELLINGTON.

From the posteript, which is rather prolix, we extractall
the essential matter.

The commitice recommend that the provisc as to
! nickness,” etc., shall be expunged, and in lieu thereol a
golemn promise be inserted by the intending husband to
take the lady to Sydney or Melbourne, or some other
salubrious spot every autumn—with perfect cheerfulness,

As to ' honour and obey,' the committes are of aopinion
that that clause may properly be omitted where the lady
i!ll more than ten inches taller than her lord and master
elect,

Orange-hlossoms rre to be worn as heretofore, except
hy widnws, to whom the Jaurel as an emhlem of eatah-

iz presrnfable ; hut thote especially he who comes laden
with presents.

Whipping may make a humming-top go spinniugly
enough ; but its thrown away on boyn. Xerxes, after
his ahips were wrecked, flogged the sea; but we mever
henrd of the sea having teken a moral turn from that
moment. In the same way many boys are wrecked at
?ch?ul, and the schoolmaster in hia rage flogs the bay
ot it.

The full mind, like & money-bag that is full, mekes no
noise : but the empty wmind, like u money-bay with only
twn or three coiny in it, keeps up such an incessant
rettle that its emptiness scon hetrays itself to all,
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CHRISTMAS AT ROTORUA.

UR Muaori neighbours have not beens slow to learn
O from us how to make the most of Christmastime,
for withthem it is a festival when all the villagers
who bave been away working on the roads or in the bush
return to their homes for an annusl jollification, .
Ry the shores of the lovely lake, Rotorua, in the centre
of the hot spring district, more than usual interest et-
taches to the Christmas celebrations an mecount of the
novel methods of cooking which mey be witnessed at
this season by all visitors. In the middle of the Maori
village, and in close proximity to the wonderful geyser
fountains and beantiful silica terracea, there are en-
ormous natural caldrona of hoiling water, and hundreds
of smaller springs and steam jets; all of which are
utilised as & Bource of heat for boiling, steaming, and
even for baking, as well as for supplying abundance of
hot water for baths of all temperature. -
Preparations have been going on for pome daye pre-
vicusly, a considerable amount of cleaning up has been

Fram vraming by 7. Ayan.

accomplished, and now not a few wheres are decorated
with ferns and evergreens. Pigs and poultry have been
killed and dressed, ham and bacon purchased from the
stores, potatoen and cabbage brought in from the culti-
vations, and last, but not least, the time-hononred Christ-
mas puddings have been made by the most expert native
cooks.

Qur illustration conveys a good idea of that most ex-
citing time, when the puddings are being drawn out of
the natural beilers, and when the aoxicus and hungry
crowd arve rather impatiently waiting for the promised
feast.

Occasionally there are nccidents. On one occasion
when the writer was present the puddings were of buge
dimensions, and bad been tied up in sacking. In their
anxiety to bave the puddings a good shape the Maon
cooks had tied them up so extremely tight that om
the inevitable swelling with the boiling they burat,
and the bubbling caldron cast up bits of halfcooked
puddiog till the whole surface of the pool was covered
with it. Loud were the lamentstions of the cooks, but
the inevitable small boys had a fine time, for with sticks
they drew the doughy plum duff to the edges and de-
voured it with infinite gusto. For & Maori indigestion
Has no terrors; for him it hes no existence.

The villagers who have just returned home, may be
sectt refresbing thembelves after their long tramp in the

deligbt{ul baths which have made this district one of the
most famous in the world.

Visitors staying in the district are usnally solicited for
contributions toward the cost of the feast, and in return
they are invited to join the natives on the festal beard,
the place of which in sometimes aapplied by a tableclath
spread upon the ground. Although the appliances may
be primitive, the most fastidious wvisitor need not be
afraid, as the Maoris are scrupulously clean and careful

. when preparing food.

Thouph the abtmence of the nsual brows crust upon
natuzally baked bread asnd cakes, may at first seem
strange, the guest will socn discover that all the delicate
flavour of the vianda has been retained, and that there
in no smell of fire or taste of the oven, to spoil the most
fastidious appetite, . .

In the background of the picture tnay beseenthe steam
from the numerous geysers, boiling pools, and other
wonders which make Whakarewarewa one of the most
famous as well as the most comiortable resorts in New
Zenland. - It has been often and truly said, that at
Whakarewarewa the tourist who is pressed for time can
sec gathered together in emall compass samples of almost
every variety of thermal action and activity to be found
in the Hot Lake district. Many of the sights in this
atrange place are unequalled in New Zealand. The
Whairoa geyser, which throws an immense columnp of

An unxious momeni—Hauling up the plum puddings al Whakarewarewa.

water 150 feet, is, when in working order, one of the
most splendid geysers in the world, but it is sluggish and
erratic, and cannot be depended on to gratify visitors,
Its neighbour, Pohutu, is, however, very complaisant,
and may be relied on to play from one to two hours in
every day, and usually twice in twenty-four hours.
Further still in the background of our picture is seen the
beautiful geyser Waikiti, which plays incessantly all
night, throwing up its columns of water and steam every
eight or ten mioutes. Waikiti is gradually forming a
white terrace of great beauty. It already gives touriste
a certain though very faint idea of the lost glories of the
great White Terraces of Rotomahana destroyed in iue
eruption. lo a few vears it will be one of the foremost
attractions of the diatrict.

On the page opposite appear two further views ot
some of the most beantiful scenery about Rotorua, The
firat wiew is

ON THE HAMURANA STREAM.

‘This in one of the show placea in the district, and cer-
tainly one which should on no account be missed by the
tourist with eyes for the picturesque and the wonderful
combined. Hamurana is situated on the North-Eastern
shore of Rotorua, end it is a ntunse fact that al] the
springs on this side of the lake are cold, while those on the

Sooth-Western shore are boiling, The Hamurana Spring
is about three-quarters of a mile- up the beantiful river,
and the voyage 18 usually made in amall cances of the
description shewn in our picture. Where the spring is
fed from is a mystery, for it is some eight feet ahove the
level of the lake, he force with which the main spring
babbles up is terrific, The diameter of the pool ia some
eight fect, and the water is a0 exquisitely ¢lear that the
spectator feels greatly tempted to dive into the clear
depths. Such an attempt wounld, however, result in
failure. 3o strongly does the water bubble up that it is
im ible to sink any article  Pennies are olten thrown
in by tourists with all their force, but are thrown out
again by the upward pressure of the water, which in, by
the way, of icy coldness however hot the weather may
be, and delicious to drink. Tourists always think re-
gretfully of Hamurana on the top of Tarawera, and wish
they had a chance at another drink of that ice-cold
water, .

Since the natives levied a fee for all persons landing
o Mokoia Island, Hamurana has come greatly into pro-
minence with both tourists and local people as a picnie
resort, The jousrney from Ohinetnuin occupies about an
hour, and froti Whakarewarewa about half an honr
longer. The willow trees which grow along the banka
were planted there by the missionaries in the carly days,
Close by at the Awahou there are similar spriogse, but

these are without the beautiful surroundings which make
Hamurana so great & favourite,

The other picture is &

GENERAL VIEW OF LAEERS ROTORUA AND ROTO-ITI
FROM BMOUNT NGONGOTAEA—

which being translated—the dwelling of the fairies, In
the centre of Lake Rotorua is the 1sland of Mokoia—
sacred to Hinemoca, whose love story has been told toa
often to be repeated here. The steam jets immediately
behind Mokoia, ott the further shore of the lake,
mark the terrible caldtons of beiling mud and sulphur-
ous water which have earned for Tikitere the name of
‘the Inferno." In the middle distance, divided from
Lake Rotorua I:ly the narrow strip of land calied Mourea,
is Roto-iti, and no more enjoyable excursion can the
wisitor to the district make than a cruise yound this
beautifu] lake. The scenery round the bead of the lake
merges from the beautiful ioto the grand, and reminds
one of the giories of the West Coast Sounds. The high
bluff of Matawhaura rises abruptly about a thousand feet
from the ievel of the lake, nud on its summit is the
ancient burial place of the chiefs of Roto-iti. In the
distance sere the hills behind Maketu and Matats, while
out At sea on the horizon on a clear day can be seen the
active voleano of Whekeari \White Islaod).
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From arawing by 7. fyaw.

Hamurana Stream,

-+ From drasing by T. Auca. General view of lakes Rotorua and Roto-ili.
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+ « CHRISTCHURCH. » -

*THE CITY OF THE PLAINS,

HRISTCHURCH ia distinguished among the chief
cities of New Zealand, which are mostly very
hilly, by the deacl level of its site, and the fact

that it is not & seaport. FHmerging from the tunnel-
pierced hills which separate it from Lyttelton, the train
rushea through verdant fields dotted with cottages, which
gradually fall 1nto rows and form long level steeets aa
the ecity is penetrated. Tdbemlly endowed with perks,
and encircled by a broad town hbelt, with many gardens
and tree-planted spaces, the city in summer-time, when
the trees are in full leaf, has guite a rnrk-like aspect.
The traveller is charmed with the sylvan covering of
greent foliage and welcome shade, ‘To geta good view
of Christchurch one must ¢limb the Cathedral spire, or
ascend to the upper storey of some tall building. Seen
from such a point of vantage, the clustering houses em-
bowered in verdure, and the immense sweep of the great
plain extending far as the vision goes, form a charming
panorama.

All around, nnder bridges and through the city the
winding current of the pretty little Avon bencsits watery
channel, through banks clothed in green and hung with

until they become the camping-ground of wheat stacka
rapged like o tented army over the level ground, Along
the distant western horizon stretches the lofty chain of
the New Zealand Alps, extending their azure rangesalong
the plain like an impassable barrier.

Among the public institutions of Christchurch ita
musenm stands out prominently, Ita collections, fot
variety and excellent arratigement will bear com-
parison with any of a similar kind in Australasia. The
University College, secoandary and elementary schools,
are also housed in handsome edifices, The Botanical
Gardens, situated in the centre ofthe city, claim attention,
‘The grounds are well laid out with sanded walks and
gravelled drives, bordered with rows and plots of many.
coloured fiowers. Benches relieve the saunterers' tired
limbs, or if inclined for exercise he may extend his walk
for two miles along the windings of the River Avon,
which flows through the grounds,

Christchurch is a great sporting centre, and its fine
racecourse isthe scene of some of the most notable equine
contests in New Zealand. The accessibility of its spacions
ericket grounds has also contributed materially to the

pularity of the famous English game. For one week
in each yent, when the great agricultural show and prin-
cipal race-meeting are combined, the citizens indulge in
a regular carnival. On such occasions the streets are
thickly thronged with ruddy-faced farmers, whose com-
plexions offer a marked contrast to the more bloodless
and bronzed hue of the Aucklanders,

Christchurch sbounds in substantia]l business pre-

of defiance ; snowfields lifeless and cold ; glaciers
moving with irresistible power: crashk of storms, thunders
of avalanche, frozen calta | glories of prismatic colours,
rosy dawaus, golden sunsets, teids of ghostly white. In-
finite heights, infinitedepths. Morestill—birth of rivers,
building of plains, digging of lakes, carving of hills and
vatleys ; ruling of winds, unloosing of rains, making of
springs and atreams, Yes, verily a wonderland.

A wonderland whoae mystery and fascinstion I know,
and feel now, for from iy window I can see snow-clad
peaks above dark hanging forests, and can remember
what days I have spent on those cold heights and in those
deep gorges. 1 do not wonder that sien find a deep joy
in invading this world of mountains. In that world are
some of the grandest scenes that nature can show,
wonders of majesty and beauty.

I do not wonder that men find a fascination in climh-
ing mountains, for to them isthe excitement of daring,
the triumph of conquest, the revelation of new wonders,
and the full extent of earth's majesty and glory. “Thereis
something even beyond these things in mountaineering—
a race instinct, a love of porer, a pride in skill and coot
nerve in endurance, & desire to dare and do. This same
instinct makes the sterner joys of our race—tize solitary
watch for the blondthitsty tiger, the exploration of new
lands, the midnight sail on a stormy sea, the wild rush af
the hunt. Perhaps it is the old wild joy of battle that
:M come to our race through the hlood of northern

eroes.

Race instinet or not, some of our finest fellows fined
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rows of willows that fence the flowing stream with a
fluttering wall of greenery. The skilful oarsman pilots
his way amid fluating boughs and warring foiiage,
Cominodions boat-houses sit under the trees alony the
Avon, and a row upon its clear waters or s plunge into
the cool stresam is & very enjoyable pleasure.
Christchurch is called the 'Cithedral City.’
centre of the principal commercial block is & sruare in
which stands the edifice that gives the city its ecclesi-
astical name, ‘Thestructure was commenced many years
ago, and large sums have heen expended upon its erection,
but much remasins to be done before the building can be
regarded as completed. Canterbury was founded by &
Church of England Seitlement Association, aud its chief
city possesses many splendid sacred edifices, which litt
their tapering spires in every direction, Many ave
noble- looking stote buildings, of a most Bubstantial
mould, On Sunday moraing the chiming bells toll from
their steeples in every strert. All denominstiona are
well represented, from the aristocratic ecclesiasticism of
FEngland to the Mormon proselytes of Brigham Young.
The city is well supplied with theatres and halls.
Christchurch is the commercial centre of the finest
agricultural district in New Zealand. Al around lie the
wide, witle plaing, stretching off until lost in the dis-
tance, covered with grassy meadows spd wheat-fields,
which iu spring-time wear @ coat of emerald green, anild
in the harvest season don a golden attire of yellow grain,

AN ASSAULT ON AORANGS (Mount

In the .

Cook).

mises ; it has two morning and two evening newspapers,
and s high standard of comfort prevails among ita 48,000
inhabitants, ’

MOUNTAINEERING in NEW ZE ALAND

_————

AN ASSAULT ON AORAN[EE (MOUNT COOK).

By F.R,

N the South Island of New Zealand there is a great
region of mountains nearly four hundred miles in
length and from forty to fifty miles in width, widen-

ing in some places to nearly 8 hundred miles if one takes,
say, the Quartz Ranges, the Speocer Mountaines, the Kai-
kouras into conjunction. There are mountsin peaks by
the tbousand, many of them unclimbed, many of them
unnauied, sume rising sbruptly frow level plains, others
hedged in and guarded Ly serried ranks of peaks.

A vweritable wonderland is this refion of mountains
where the earth lifts itsell to aerial heights and wages
perpetnal war with the elements. Icy peaks, monuments

glamour and excitement in mountain climbing. Scores
of young Englishmen go forth every year to scale
mountaing, Some 1w the mother of mountains,
Himglaya; some to the Andes, where Cotopaxi aml
Chimborazo loock down om the dust of fallen cities as
they looked when the Spanish adventurers set furth to
conquer the Incas and find palaces of gold. The garnered
knowledge and varied expericnces of a century make
mountain climbing, a royal game, and hetein New Zea-
lanid there is a royal kingdow: in which to play this game,
Is it any wonder then that we have an Alpine Club, and
that its members should be gliad at having a new warld
of mountains to conquer.

A moticeable feature about pur New Zealand Alpine
Club is its qdesire to conquer the biggest thing first—
racial instinct again. 1t wants to utterly nnd completely
master Aorangi-—the cloud piercer—the culminating
point in the vast Southern Alps.  Qur illustrations show
various phases in the assauit on this mountain~—parts of
the royal game where danger and endurance count as
fun. 7Theillusirationa are from photograjhis by otie of
our most skilful and daring mountaineers, Mr G, E.
Mannering, one of the most prominent members of our
Alpine Club. They show views which only one or two
people in this world have heheld, and if it were only to
give to the public such views & climb up Aorangi woniil
not he in vain,
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SOME WEST COAST PICTURES.

————

HE road between Reefton and Weatport on the
West Caast, several parts of which form the sub-
ject of our illustrations on this page, has, in

comtion with some other parts of the same district—

BAvioha? by € Nacry fr. m photor.

notably the Kumara-Springfield Road—an attraction for
tourista and globe-trotters that is possessed by very few
routes in New Zesland. The scenery in many places is
of & very fine description, and the many pointa of iuterest
which the traveller can occupy bimself with observing,
and perhaps atudying, render the journey an extremely
pleasant one. At present the journey is, and probably
will be for sotne years to come, judging by the intentions
aod movements of the Midlend Railway Company, mede
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by coach, which leaves both places daily at about half-
past seven a.m.

Of the portion of the road from Reefton to the Inan-
gebua Junction, istance of 24 miles, the acenery isnot
in any wAy remarkable, but from here to Westport, along
the edge of the Buller River, the views are certainly the
most picturesque on the Coast, if not in New Zealand.
The Junction bears its name from the meeting of the
Inangahua and Buller Rivers, and singularly to the meet-
ing also of two important roads—the Reefton-Weatport
and the Nelson-Reefton.
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sten from the road—high, stately, white cliffs, which
remind you of the coast of Kent—but of recent years the
scrub bas completely covered the remaining bare patches,
and they are now no longer visible.

But the moat important part of the journey commences
on your reaching the famouns Hawk's Craig. For a long
distance here the road is a mere groove in the face of a
high, and almost perpendicular cliff, which rises abraptly
out of the river, The outer wheel of the coach passes
within a few feet of the edge of the precipice, which
descends perpendicularly into the water below, a distance

A feature in connection with the meeting of the rivers
is the remarkable contrast presented in the different
colour of the two rivers, the Buller being of a beautiful
clear colour which discloses its bed at great depths, the
Inangahua being of a dirty yellowish appearance, pro-
duced by the tailings from the gold mines at work in the
vicinity of Reefton, Thete is sn accommodation house
here, which is usually cslled ‘ Lloyd's,’ and some good
nccotymodation may be obtained. A few miles past the
Juoction, and nearer to Westport, are what are known as
the ‘ White Cliffs," which till & few years ago could be

sottie 30 ot 40 feet, From the inuer part of the road the
cliff towers up to & great height, eud the loosening of a
boulder, whilst the coaching is passiog, thay be at-
tended by the most sericus results. The rosd continues
along the bank of the Buller Riveran far aathe Nine-mile,
whence it makes its way through the bush to Westport.
Whilst passing through the Buller Gorge the landscapes
to be seen ate most beautiful, and the dangers of the
journey are consequently forgotten in admiration
of the image which Dome Neature here preseuts to the
gaze of the wouncdering traveller.




Tmoas, DEC. , g4

NEW PLYMOUTH-

IEWED from the sea, there are few prettier placea
than the town of New Plymouth, with ita line of
houses extending for two miles alonyg the shore,

and its white beach of ocean sands npon which foam-
created rollers from the mighty deep break ceaselessly.
During a high wind the waves, thundering upon the
beach and dashing in clouds of spray over the break-
water, form s magnificent spectacle, But the festure
that specially rivets the attention of the visitor to New
Plymouth on a fine day is the picturesque snow.clad
peak of Mount Egmont rising to a height of 8,c00 feet,
The ascent of this mountain, which can be easily ac-
complished from New Plymouth in a couple of days, is a
fent which any tourist of fairly robnst constitution may
unhesitatingly attempt. A commanding prospect of the
North Island, ita voleanic cones towards the east, the
wvast sea of foresta covering the interior, and the broad
apread of the sea, veflecting the lights and shades of
clondland, reward this enterprise—to say ttothing of the
celebrity which comes to the traveller who, on return-
ing from his wanderings, can speak of an ascent of a
mountait whose altitulde equalled that of Snowdon piled
on the top of Ben Nevis, There are higher mountains
than Egmont in New Zealand, bot 1 one more beantifnl
or more easily ascended, consideriny its great height..
The soil in and around New Ply month consiats of a
rich volcanic loam, warm and fertiie, which earned for
this settlement it the earliest tim .8the name *Garden

of New Zealand," a title which :xtending settlement

throughout Taranaki, the provin:ial district of which

motth whaef, The town contains some good public and
private buildings, two newspapers, and many execellent
shops. The residents are fully alive to the natural
attractions of the site on which the town stands, but
they have also done a good deal to “eautify it. Among
thelr efforts in this direction is the pretiy Recreation
Reserve, which forms the subject of our illustration,
The stores of wealth in the titanic sands, which lie
thick upon the ghores, are for the most part nnutilised,
but faith is unshaken among the people that one day

W. Dumbei!, photo., Weltingion.

Fern Tree Grove, New Plymouth.

these deposits of valnable metal will change the aspect
of New Flymouth by setting into Operation many blast
furnaces and s prosperous steel industry.,. From the
lips of those who love the rustic beauty of Tarapaki's
capital, and who are unmoved by pecuniury considera-
tiona, the prayer will irresistibly arise tha* the day when
New Plymouth shall be turned into a smoky “manu-
facturing town may be long postponed. ...
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torbaned heads, in western bromdeloth—stravge con-
trasts, but all ih l{mplthy as they bow before the
common Lord. A Giloria by the choir begina the service.
The mass is alterwards celebrated with all the xomp
which the presence and participation of Romish digni-
tariea can give toit, The Patriach of Jerusalem in there
in all the splendnur of his prizatly habits, attended by
bishops and priesta, a4 score; monoks from all the coun-
tries of Southern Falestine, Romish officials of almost
every order and office, from bishop to acclyte, and of
native Christinns in their peculiar dress, seated in ranks
opon the floor, add to the strangenesa of the scene,
After the celebration of the Masa an hour ot 40 {8 con-
surned in chiants and other rather unintelligible services.
This done, the most important and interesting ceremony
of all in performed.

Afl the othera have been introductory to it, and with
its consummation the celebration is to cease, It is the
Adoration of the Infant. "With appropriate servicea a
wax figure of & cild is presented to the Patriarch in a
costly receptacle, which, after 8 tedious service of con-
secration. is held up to view of the adoring congrega-
tion as the representation of the new-born Saviour.
After it has been saluted reverently by the clergy in
turn, a passage is opened through the crowd of wor-
shippers, and the Pattlarch, bearing the child and
followed by the Bistiops two and two, each beariug a
lafge lighted taper, and following them the other lower
orders of ecclesiastics, and finally the whole mnititude,
everyone with his own wax candle, form a long proces-
sion, snd with a solemn chant which sounds out strangely
apon the night air ap it is borne across the plain to the
distant hills, they march to its measured time through
the long aisles and sround the marble columns, which
in fresco and tradition as well commemorate scenes in
the life of the Virgin and Child, Round and round
they go, a long winding procession of glaring tapers,
whose light gliuts from column and arch and glows
upon the gold mosaic of the ceiling, Suddenly the
organ peals forth a grand march, and echoing in nave
and chapel the long procession slowly descend the
stairwey of the grotto, and the child is laid by the
Patriarch in the stone manger, which has been covered
with the choicest silken robes, and above which gold

W. Oumbell, phwic , Weltingles,

New Plymouth i» the natural outlet and chief town, has
tended to confirm aud emphasise. A railway connects
New Plymouth with Wellington, and farm settlement
_ along its courae haa given birth to numerous thriving
little towns, Upon the famous Waimate Plains, between
New Plymouth and Hawera, and in the country sround
Strattord, thirty miles distant from New Plymouth,
settlement, has progressed with extraordinary rapidity.
No part of the colony is better adapted for farmers with
or without capital.
The growth of New Plymouth has been retarded by
. its want of a good harbour, while it has made steady
progress, snd the enterprising inhabitants, by the con-
struction of & concrete breakwater, have fought against
nature with & considerable amount of success. Coasting
steamers of moderate size discharge their freight of
passengers and merchundise regulsrly st the New Ply-

View 'im Recreation Gmu;:d:. New FPlymoutk' -

CHRISTMAS AT BETHLEHEN.

LET un, in imagination, go even uhto Bethlehetn and see
how Christmas ia observed there. For while at Jerusa-
lem the great anpual celebration is that of Haster, at
Bethlehem Christmas is celebrated with all the pomp
which the Church of Rome can give the world's greatest
anniversary, People from every part of Hurope are

. present to tnite in the Church of the Nativity—a basilica

erected by the Empresa Heleos, A.D.. 327. Long before
midnight the church ia filled with a multitude whose
places of nativity extend over almost as many nations
and provinces ag the throng sssembled in lerusalem on
the day of Pentecost—firam the north, Rusaians; from
the south, Hgyptisns, Nubians, Abyssinians; from the
west, Italiets, Speniards, French, English, and ¢ven
Americans ; men in coatd of fur, in fowing robes and

and silver lamps are ever buming with soft and hal-
lowed light. For a moment all ia iuahed at the sound
of a silver bell, all bow in silent reverence, which is
broken by a solemn chant ag the lotig procession guietly
and devoutly passes through the grotto, kneeling before
the manger in which the infant had been laid. The last
totes of the or¥|u are quietly swelling -on the momning
&ir, socom to be lost in the stir of dawn, but the morning
light aweeps on in its westward course. When one
reflects 1hat for fifteen cepturies the Christmas mory
has yearly heen celebrated within these walls, atd the
riches of the Church, the geniue of her great cotnposers,
the inteilect of & powerful prieathood, all combine to pay
honour to the hirthlid of the little Jewish child who had
beent born in the rude rock stabhle one wintry night in s
small village of s remote and despised province of the
Roman Empire.
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WAREHOUSEMEN,
IMPORTERS & MANUFACTURERS OF GENERAL DRAPERY, BOOTS AND SHOES, SADDLERY,

FANCY GOODS & BRUSHWARE, TOBACCOS,

AGENTS FOR ,

THE NEW WHEBELER & WILSON SHWING MACHINES -
Specially suitable for Household use and Factories where power is
used, Very fast and easily worked.

PIANOS by several celebrated makers. A good selection kept in stock.

JNO. Tm’s ANCHOR RELIANCE SAFES, the cheapest and
best in the market.

AR ]

North Island.

LARGE AND VARIED STOCKS TO SELECT FROM AT OUR WAREHOUSES

MELBOURNE, DUNEDIN,

CIGARS, Ete.

MANUFACTURERS OF . . .

STANDARD BRAND BOOTS AND SHOES - Manufactured
at our Factory in Dunedin, unrivalled for Style, Fit and Quality.

GUMDIGGRER AND SHEARER BRANDS OF DRILL AND
DENIM CLOTHING. Now household words throughout the

CHRISTCHURCH, WELLINGTON, AUCKLAND

AND THE BRANCHES AT INVERCARGILL, NAPIER AND NEW PLYMOUTH.

-+ Sargood, Son & Even.

THE HOT MINERAL SPRINGS & GEYSERS.

NEW ZEALAND

! B g THS - Are ostablished at WAIWERA, TE AROHA, OKOROIRK and

ROTORUA in the North Island .
: ‘ And st HANMER in the South Ialand

HEALTH RESORT
TOURISTS' ~ ~

Hxeellent Accommodation for Vigitors 1s furnishsd. As Health Resorts all these Springs are year after
Year atiracting a larger number of Vialtors, who derive great benefit from the Thermal Waters,
) Thess have been found sffcaclous in the following diseases :
OHRONIO, ARTIQCULAR and MUSCULAR RHEUMATISM, GOUT, RHEUMATIO GOUT, SOIATICA,
SKIN DISHASES, LUMBAGO, NEURALGIA, NERVQUS HEXHAUSTION, UTERINH AILMENTS,
DISORDHRS OF THE DIGESTIVH ORGANS, Hto,

The Springs are all favoured with fine climatea, with beautiful scenery either surrounding or in
thelr immediate vicinity. Access is now easy by rail or coach.

W ]NI]ERLAN[]_. .

iha Magnificent Mountain, Bush and River Seenerj of the North Island

BEgmont, Ruapehu and Tongarirec Mountains, the Wanganui and Wailkato Rivers, Lakesa
Taupo, Rotorua, Rotolitl, Rotoma, Waikaremoana,
And the WONDERFUL SCENE OF THR TARAWERA ERUPTION IN 1888,

- THHE TUNSURPASSHD . -

MOUNTAINS AND LAKES OF THE MIDDLE ISLAND

Mount Coolr, 12,840 Feet high; Lakes Manapouri, Te Anau, Wakatipu, Wanaka,
Hawea, Lake Brunner and many others.

THE FAMED GORGES OF THE OTIRA AND BULLER RIVERS.

THE SUTHERLAND FALLS, 1902 Feet high

S8ECOND HIGHEST IN THH WORLD.

THE WEST COAST SOUNDS

Now vieited by the ordinary steamers of the Unien 8.8. Oo., running between Melbourns
_n.nd. New Zealand. They are acknowledged to be muperior in point of beauty
* &and grandeur to the well-known Norwegian Fiords,

THE GLAGIERS or e SOUTHERN ALPS Swow'awn 1ce. s x s

THHSE ARNE NOW HASILY ACQOESSIBLM.

To MOUNTAINEERS

The great attraction of many lofty peaks,

© Btill untrodden by the foot of man, ia
offered; whilst certain parts are as yot
unexplored.

Travelling facilities at moderate fares are now
provided by the Government Rallways, by
Steamers and well-conducted lines of Ooachen,
#o that nearly all the above are within eansy
reach of even Invalid or lady tourist, while for
the mors adventurous, New Zealand offers a
field unequalled in varlety. Good Hotels axist
on all Tourlst Routes. The aalubrious climate
snsures not only healthy travelllng change,
but comfort in travelling, independent of the
curative beneflts to be derived from scjourn at
sny of the Mineral Springw.
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CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS.

For eighteen centuries the sacred event which the
festival of Christmas celebrates has been invested in this
and other countries not only with many beautiful
legends, but with various ¢ustoms; yet there is a great
deal of truth in the oft-repeated complaint that Christ.
mas is not what it used to be. Many of the old obser-
vances have passed away, and live only in the memories
of our grandfathera and grandmothers, and others still
older are enshrined in books, where their description can
still he found by those who care to know how our
ancestors welcomed the festive season. Its most in-
teresting traditions are worth recalling, however, especi-
ally g3 efforts are being made to revive some of them,
At this time of the year
CAROL SINGING

is popular. ‘The custom ia of great antiquity, and was
ance held to be of the first importance ; but it has now
for the most part degenerated into a wretched juvenile
performance, shrieked out of time and out of tune,
sometimes to most ridicnlous words.  Anciently Bishops
were wont to sing carols at Chiristas among their clergy.
A carol of the time of Henry VI, is preserved in the
Sloane MSS., and, modernised, runs thus:—

Welcome be Thou, Heavenly Kiang,

Welcome, boran i a marning ;

Welcame, for whom we shali sing
Welcome Yule.

Welcnme be ye, Stephies and Tohn,

Welecotne, Iunocents every one ;

Welcame, Thomas, thartyr once ;
Welcome Yule

Welcome he ve, New Venr:

Welcome Twelfth-day both it fere.

Welcottie Saints, loved and dedre ;
Welcome Vule,

Welenme be ye that are here,

Welcome all and maks gnod cheere ;

Welcome aill another yeare,

Welcome Yule !

It wauld seem that carols have always been divided into
two classes, viz., the religious or devotional song used
in the service ot the Church or chanted from house to
house to announce the hirthday of the Redeemer, and
the festive carol, intended for the merrycircle round the
hearth or the convivial beard.

In the ball of Merton College, Oxford, before the Re-
formation, the Fellows sang hy the fire, and in the
ancient times persens used to keep watch with the shep-
herds, while minstrels sang carols, an ohservance till
very.lately, if not still, kept up in the Isle of Man, where
(he people attend a Church service and remain in the
sacred edifice singing carols until midnight, When
Henry VIL kept his Christmas at Greenwich the Dean
and those of the Chapel Royal sat in the middle of the
hall, and immediately after the first course ‘sang a
carall.’ Carol sioging, having reached its lowest depths,
seems now about to be revived in England, It prevails
in Wales and also in Ireland, but in Scotland it is
scarcely known. N

From Scandinavia, through our Saxon ancestors,

T ocomes

THE YULE 1L,OG CELERRATIONS

which are so fast falling into disuse, Modern fireplaces
are not made to accommodate logs, nor would modern
houses bear the heat of the fires which roared on old
Fnglish hearths so fiercely that all prudent housewives
were careful to have their chimneys swept before
Christmas, In the great open rooms of old houses, and
no less in spacious halls, fires were essential, and great
heat a necessity, Mo wonder that the Vule Log was
held in esteem ; that it was marked down from one Yule
Tide to anotber, and brought home con Christtnas Eve
with datcing music and dancing. Round the Yule Log
gradually clustered some quaint customs, The practice
of keeping a part of one log wherewith to light that of
next year is then refesred to by the poet (—
Findle the Christmas hrand, aud then
Uil sunme sel let it hurne,
Which guetich, then lay it up agnin,
Till Chriatmas hext returne.
Part must he kept wherewith to tend
‘I he Christmas log next venr
And where ‘tizsafely kept, the fiend
Cru do no mischiefl there, -

The log is still lighted in some places, although no
longer with the same ceremony as in former times,
Thus, in Devonshire it is known as the ' Ashenfaggot,’
and in Corawall it goes hy the name of *The Mock,’
In the North of England a lump of coal is often substi-
tuted,

Among the Christiias customs that have nearly fallen
into disuse may be mentioned

THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE,

which was lighted in mest houses on Christmas morn-
ing, and allowed to burn undisturbed until the close of
the day. This custom is in some measure still kept up
in the North of England, where grocers give their cus-
tormers a large wax candle. Christmas, says Blunt, was
called ¢ The Feast of Lights' in the Latin Church be-
cause they nsed many lights or candles at the feast.
MUMMINGS AND MASQUERADING

were once an important element at Christmas festivities,
The amusement consisted in songa atd antics of men
idressed up as animala or mythic charactera, Derbyshire
was once famous for its mummers. who dressed up in all
manner of fantasticand quaint attire, went from house to
house performing various antics and sometimes a kind of
rude play. This custom i said to prevail still in Coernwall,
andin other sut-of-the-way districts, At one time mum-
ming was vety comtion in Oxfordshire, and as the mum-
mers peramhulated the villages they sang a doggerel, of
which the following is 8 specimen :(—

A Merry Christmasand & Happy New Vear,

Your pocketa full of money and your celluen full of beer.
A curious species of mumming was once the custom at
Tenby, in Wales. Ahout Christmas time the Sshermen
dresaed up one of their numher, whom thev called * The
ILordl Mavor of Pennyless Cove.'! He wan covered in
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evergreen and wore & mask over his face. Seated in a
chair, his companions carried him about with flags flying
und a couple of viglins playing before him. Before every
house the Lord Mayor addressed the occupanta, wishing
them a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Ifhis
goud wishes were responded to with money, his followera
gave three cheers, the masker himself returning thanks.

The beautifu) custom of

DECORATING HOUSES AND CHURCHES

with evergreens seems tc be of Pagan origin, and like
many others derived from that source, is full of poetic
meaning, The green boughs were put up in order that
aylvan spirits, driven from their native woods by the rain
and snow, might find shelter under the leaves till
thde spring bad regamished their home in the wortd out-
side.

To the mistletoe, a favourite bough for Christmas de-
coration, there has attached, from time immemorial, a
traditionary * kissing right' that is popularly considered
as inviolable as any secured to Euglishmen by Magna
Charta. Anymale who during the Christmas seaspn can
catch a female under a sprig of mistletoe is entitled 10 &
kiss, which the damsel—be she maid, wife, or widow—is
in honour bound to accord him without resistance or re«
monstrance of any kind.

Probably some of our readers who are familiar with the .

expression,
CHRISTMAS BOX,"

may not know its origin and significance. An authority
on such matters writes that in the early days of Christi-
anity boxes were placed in the churches for promiscnous
charities and opened on Christinas Day. On the follow-
ing morning (Boxing Day) the contents were distributed
among the poor of the parish by the priest, and called
‘thedole of the Christmas Box.' -

It will be seen, however, from the foregoing that
Christinas has all along beenn a season of good cheer. a
time when the poor got not a few crumbs from the rich
man's table, ang this characteristic trait is still stoutly
maintained. Christmas is now the season par exeelienre
of benefaction and enjoyment, as befita the great occa-
sipn of which it is the antiversary. And so to quote the
lines of Wither :—

Withaut the door let sorrow be,
Aud if for cold it has 1o die,

We'tl bury it in Christmas pie
And evermore be merry,.

NUTS TO CRACK.

DROP WORD QUOTATIONS,

1. ‘The morn is up , the dewy morn.—BvRoON,

2. ‘There is, however, 8 limit —— which forbearance
ceases to be a virtue.—BURKE.

3. ‘The heart must ring thy

bells, —WHITTIER.

4. Thus all through merry Islington
‘These gambols he play.—CowpPER
5. To business that -—— love —— rise betimes.—
SHAKESPEARE,
6, In her web she still delights
To ——the mirrer's magic sights. —TENNYSON,
7. . . True happinness tonsists not in — a multi-
tude of friends.—JONSON.
8, Q reader! hast thou ever stood to see
he —— tree 2—SOUTHEY,

g. Beauty and virtue shine forever —— thee.—ADDI-
SON.
"Fis my faith that every flower ~
Enjoys — air it breathes, —_WORDSWORTH.

10,

r1. Fragments of song the old man sang, and carels of
—— —LONGFLLOW.

12. For them no more the blazing
GrAYV.

shall burn.—

The omitted words form & quotation applicable to the
season, from a remarkable poem by a famous author.

THAT CHRISTMAS BAND.

THE HORN,
I PLAVS the "orn
At early maorn,
The 'orn so clear and loud ;
Much better, too,
Than I can do
When hothered by a crowd.
When in a publle-'ouse I plays—
Warm’d with a pint of stout—
‘The Sea,' or ‘ Light of Other Deys,"
The barman ‘ puts me out.’ .

THE CLARINET.
My clarinet, a being crack'd and missing of e key,
My high notes, p'r'aps, is not guite what my high notes
ought to he.
Which. too, the lower tones is not as perfect or as clear
As would completely satisfy a eddicated ear.

THE FPICCOLO.
Sharp, shrili, and clear
1 strikes the ear,
And I should like to kuow
Of somebody the reason why—
Considering I"'m werry high—
1t ¢elled the picco-fo? .

THE TRIANGLEH.
1 tried all sorts of means of life—
Tried 'taters—tried a mangle—
Tried matrimony, then my wife
Advised me to Iri angle.
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NAPIER.

— ——

THE GREAT WOOL PORT OF HAWKE'S BAY.
© the many pleasant and prosperona cities in
this pleasant and prosperous colony, none is
either more pleasant or iwore pro&perous than
that of Napier. Owne of the most progressive ports and
advancing towns in New Zealand, Napier has made its
way to the front guietly, and with apparent ease, And
this is one of the characteristica of Napier, Prosperity
here is not the rushing, bustling, noisy prosperity of
larger cities. The people are on the surface an easy.
going. intensely hospitable and comfortable set, but
though they mppear to take life leisurely, they get the
prosperity all the same, and push ahead just as suvely,
though with less bustle than elsewhere.

Napier is a place of very conasiderable commereial
greatness, and it has the satisfaction of knowing thdt as
the years roll by its prosperity must of necessity con-
tinue to grow, ns the splendid country at its back is still
further and further developed, and its produce becomes
more and more valuable, Surrounded by high hills,
Napier is one of the most healthy places in New Zea-
land, and its climate is uszally considered the fnest in
a colony which boasts, and with reason, on the excel-
lence of the ¢limatic influences utider which its inhahi-
tants live. The air is soft and balmy, and while the
winter is never severely cold, the summer months are
never distressfully hot, and there is an entire absence of
the muoggy heat found so enervating in certain parts
further North. ‘The couttry is limestone, and this, we
are told, accounts for the splendid health and fine phy-
sique of the people of Napier. Limestone country al-
ways produces a fine race is a well-known legend, and
one which may be considered * proven’ in the case of
Napier,

To obtain a good view of Napier one mnst ascend the
hills, and from here the vistaof the city is indeed en-
chanting. Thetown lies on a large flat facing the ocean,
and follows the grand sweep of the splendid and symmetri-
cal bay which has not infrequently been compared with
the Bay of Naples. The resemblance is scarcely striking
at first sight, owing, no doubt, to the fact that there is
nothing to adequately represent Vesuvius. Bur Napier
is considerauly tmore pleasant than Naples as a place of
residence. It may not have & volcano in working order
at its frent door, but it can also beast immunity from the
smells and other objectionzble features of the oid Italian
city.

Napiet is probably the only town in the world laid ont
by a poet, ad the consequences are still to be seen in the
high-sounding names of literature which have been
given to ihe streets. We bhave Milton, Chaucer, and
Shakespeare Roads, Tennyson, Browning, Carlyle, and
Dickens-streets, and this goodly custom of perpetnating
the names of the greatest ¢f our nation, also followed in
naming the town itself, ‘rings up the memories of im-
mortal greatness, and sings a prophecy for time to
come.’ -

Without doubt the best view of Napier is obtained
from Prospect Hill. On one side is seen the wild open
toadstead with the splendid breakwater running out
from the shore, and of which we shall have more to say
anon. To the left of that stretches the lopg line of the
Narrow Spit, with the little harbour of. Fert Ahurir,
where the tide flows in and ount through a narrow gut
into a large sheet of water, called the [hner Harbour,
but only % harbour in name. Then,turning to the other
side of your coign of vantage, you may see the long
lines of curving streets which belong to the business
part of the town, and stretch aloug the beach, repeating
jts curve. These regulat lines beconie broken and frayed
as they reach the foot of the hills, where the houses of
the most fortunate classes nestle in their green shelters,
and cover the hills with little nooks framed out of yature
1y the hand of man,

The new Band Stand, where atseasonable times an ex-
cellent band provides citizens with the most elevated of
hnman pleasures, was recently donated to the town by
two citizens. The great feature of the Napier of to-day
is, however, the breakwater, which was begun in 1885,
the designs being by Mr Goodall, The desigu coasisted
of a breakwater commencing at Ahuriri Bluff and
running out m distance of 1,400 feet to the north east,
thence bending to the nmorth and running northerly goo
feet, and thence bending to the westward 1€0 feet ; the
structure to be 36 feet wide, built of concrete in 36 ton
hlocks, and surmounted with a huge eapping of solid
concrete (called a thonolith) each section of which would
weigh between 400 and 500 tons, When the structure
gotinto water deeper than 2zt feet & foundation of lime-
stone rubble was to be laid upon which to rest the con-
crete blocks, the whole to be protected on the onter face
with immense blocks of litnestone to act as wave breakers.
Timber wharves were 10 be built on the jnner side of the
structure, Provision was also made for protecting the
Fastern Spit beach, and connecting the works with the
Spit Station by railway. The plans were submitted to
an Engineering Commission consisting of Messra Napies
Bell and Scott. They reported favourably as to the

racticability of the echeme, but recommended the
rengthening of the breakwater 600 feet towsards the
north-west, as shown on Mr Goodall’s plan for future
construction, ‘They further recommended the construc-
tion of a western mole so asto make an enclosed harbour.
‘The total cost of the whole works ss recommended by the
Commissioners was £486,823, Mr Goodall subsequently
resigned his post, and his place was filled by Mr Carr,
‘The work ia still uncompleted at thia writing, but there
is little doubt that in a very short time Mapier will be
furnished with a breakwater which will make a ?ort
warthy of her splendid wonl trade.
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W W, Moul. phots.. Masir, SOME INTERESTING VIEWS OF NAPIEKR.

1 Esplanade. View of the Spit. 3 The New Bund Stund and Cosncil Chambers, 4 Clive Square. J  The Breakwuler.
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+ + DIINEDIN. + »

THE FINEST BUILT CITY IN NEW ZEALAND.

N prominent positions in what are without question
the fineat streets in Dunedin, stand twe noble
monuments. On one is inscribed the name of

Captain William Cargill, and on the other that of John
Burns, Scotland's famona poet. And both these names
are honoured in Dunedin as the ancestors of the town,
for it was the Rev. Thomas Burtis—a siephew of the poet
—and his gallant soldier companion, Captain Cargill,
who arrived in what is now Port Chalmers, in charge of
the 326 emigrants who founded the city of Dunedin and
the provitice of Otago. Those who can remember those
far off days ¢an tell many a tale of hardship, of patient
plodding endeavour, and of slow progress, till in the
famoua year of '6r, when the discovery of gold in
Gabriel's Gully made Otago famons, and acttled the
foundations of Dunedin it prosperity, and caused the

beantifal city to grow with great rapidity to one of the .

triost important cities in Australasia,

Beantifully sitnated and aplendidly built, Dunnedin
claims, and justly, the distinction of being the finest city
in New Zealand from an architectural point of view,
And certainly it would be foolish to deny the claim,
Perhaps the best views of the town are to be had from
the fashionable neighbonrhood of the Royal Terrace,
where the pretty foliage makes a suitable foreground for
the lovely panorama, of hill and water, dotted with honses
and covered with gay craft, that lie at the feet of the
spectator. Bat another fine view is to be had from the
peacefullittle Northern Cemetery where so many * fathers
of the hamlet ’ sleep, their humble resting places marked
with simple white tombstones. From this point you can
see the town stretching away like a rolling sheet of honses
over the jutting shoulders of the hills, while above the
nearest range there rises another tier of hills towering in
majestic beauty to the height of nearly 3,000 feet, the
two highest peaks being Flagstaff and Mount Cargill.
Much the same viewis to be had from the old Maori road,
where one can also see the whole town withthe Northern
Cemetery glittering in the sun.

It has been truly said thatit is almost impossible to get
a getieral bird’s eye view of the whole of Dunedin.  Por-
tions of the good town lie hidden awsy behind clumps
of trees, below hills, and in all sorts of nooks and corners.
Every hill top gives a8 new view, every turn in the road
a new vista, a fresh scene where the picturesque and the
Erosperuus are guaiotly comtingled, ' Dunedin from the

ay’ isa sight to remember, and has roused a poet to the
expression of some happy descriptive verses of a distinctly
patriotic flavour :=-

' Go teav'ler, unto others boaat,
Qf Vepice and Rome,

Ot saintly Mark's majestio plls,
And Peter'a lofty dome 2

Of Naples and her trellised bowors,
0Of Rhineland far sway—

These may be grand, but give to me,
Dunedin Irom Lhe Bay '

The buildings of Dunedin are, as has been gaid, the
finest in the colony, and many of them compare favour-
ably with anything in the Southern Hemisphere. The
Municipal Buildings with their chimes to the fine melod
of an old Scotch Psalm, the maynificent University Build-
ings, Knox Church—these are some of Dunedin’s archi-
tectural wonders. Then there is another—the church
standittg where the old Bell Hill once was, befote it was
shovelled into the tide, is the first Presbyterian Church
of Otago. It is hardly necessary to say thatthis splendid

KEY TO PANORAMIC VIEW OF CITY AND HARBOUR

JIFNAL HILL.

1 North East Valicy, .

a2 Northera Cemetery, Crment Works.
3 Otago Universily. leerledv.

4 Town Bclt § Vauxha!

3 Koox Choreh.

edifice is not the original baildiog, nor is the present site
the origios]l one. But, nevertheless, the first congrega-
tion formed in Otagoe gathers and worships under the
tapering spire, preserving in the present age of icono-
clastic controversy the fervid, devout spiritof theancient
Scotch reformers and Covenanters.

Butitianot in charches and educational buildings alene
that Dunedinexcels. Takeyourstandinthe Custoni House
Square and ask yours¢lf how many provincial cities in
England can boast such architectural beauties? Princes-
street is & worthy namesake of the famous and beautiful
Edinbore’ thoroughfare, and the shops of Princes-strest
are accond to noue in the colony. Ladies, indeed, will
tell yon that for some strange reason Dunedin is always
ahead of the rest of the cology in the matter of fashion,
And lest it should be thought from this tbat Dunedin
Wotnien are given up wholly to the frivolities of fashion,
it is well to remind readers that it was the women of
Dunedin whe were first in the field and foremost in the
fray which culminated with the passing of the franchise.

The Museum, which has been handed over to the Uni-
versity, and which is now the seat of the best School of
Mines in the colony, is sitnated in King-street. The in-
etitution is admirably arranped, and the visitor eannot
fail to be struck with the itmense mineral wealth of
New Zealand when he looks on the specimens here
gathered of gold, of silver, of iron, of um, of copper,
of antimony, of manganese, of platinum, and other
minerals too numerons to mention,

In suburban resorta Dunedin is particularly rich and
foremost, atmongst these being Ocean Beach, St. Clair.
On the sands of this beach, which stretches from
Lawyer's Head on the north end to St. Clair—a pretty
tittle township on the south—thousands of Dunedinites
spend their every holiday.

The Otago University ia the richesat and most Bonrish-
ing University in New Zealand, having an esdowment
of ten thousand acres of land, set apart for educational
purposes in the early days of the setilement. Resides
this original endowment, a second tract of country, con-
sisting of eleven thousand acres, which had been set
apart for the Museum, has also been handed over to the
University, and an annual grant is made by the Govern-
ment in aid of the School of Mines, The medical school
has the advantage of the Hospital, which is gnite near to
the University buildings, and baa recently had a fine
operating theatre added to it.

Dunedin possesses a host of good hotels, and it may be
mentioned that it brews some of the best beer in the
colony, Dunedin beer is itnported in all thecities of the
North Island, evet in Atickland itself. There are two
excellent clubs—the Dunedin and the Southern-—besides
a perfect host of Burns, Celedonian, athletic, and other
clubs of ail descriptions, There are churches by the
dozen, most of them being very handsome buildings,
There are two theatres, and excellent support is accorded
the numercus travelling theatrical and musical com-
panies who fill them,

Our picture of Dunedin is from = painting by Mr Haw-
cridge, and shows the city from a point just above the old
cemetery. Space will not allow of a detailed description
of the various objects and places of interest shown in the
panorama, A key to the view appears on this page and

will explain cur picture far more clearly than a coluwms

of letterpress,

ODE TO THE TURKEY.

ToREEY ! bird of the banquet ! what to me
Are all the birds of melody ?

‘Thy * merry thought * far more I love

Than merriest music of the grove,

And in thy ' gobble,” deep and clear,

‘The gourmand's shibboleth I hear!

None of earth's bounteous gifts galore

Like thee; we offer thanks therefore;

And so receive my votive lay,

The king-bird of old Christmas Day !

OF DUNEDIN,

Tbhe Cbristmas of the South.

Nor when the harsh wind blows
O'er wuste of snows,;
And cruel keennesa wings its frozen breath ;
When songster and his mate
Are desolate,
And Nature wears the rigid robes of death,
Not when the riven shrouds
Of travailing clonda
Unfold the issning thunder's goaded might ;
When cheerless day ia 'bn'etg,
And eve, in grief, i
Creepe to the sullen scpulchre of night. -
Nay, 'tis not thes, nor is it thus,
‘That Christmas cometh unto us—
The Christmas of the South.

*Tis in the fertile prime
Of summer tite,
When Natare revels io unsullied strength ;
When every radiant morn,
In splendour born,
Givea day effulgence through its gladsome length.
*T'is when the lingering suu,
As day ia done,
Pours floods of glory from the glowing west ;
When twilight and the eve
. Their vespers weave,
And gently breathe our spirits into rest.
Yea, it is then, and it 1s thus,
That Christmas cometh unto us,
‘The Christmas of the South.

Dear kinsmen of the North,
There goeth forth
A royal song from ount the ample South ;
And glad resgonsive strain
. omes back again,
Till all rejoice with one melodicus menth.
We stretch our yearning handa
To other tands,
Across the warmt equator’s fusing flathe,
And gied this Day of Days
N ‘With happy praise,
In bidding kindly hearts beat still the same.
‘Thos would we give Love impetus
As Christmas cometh unto us,
The Christmas of the South.

Let joyful Christmastide
Fling open wide
The hearts whence Christlike charity doth flow ;
Let the glad belfries peal,
As tongues of steel
Swing universal music to and fro.
Let continents and isles
Be clothed with smiles,
Though each in sep'rate garb God’s fingers dress,
And celebrate the birth
Of Christ on earth,
In plenitude of sacred happiness.
‘With one great voice nnisonons,
Come glorious morning unto us—
Grand Christmas of the South !

0, that the world might shine
‘With light divine,
And kindling Love within its great heart glow ;
That golden Peace might reign :
On carth again,
In final conquest over Strife and Woe.
Q, that the world would ring
To bid the King
Arise and build His everlasting throne,
Ascend on princely feet,
Assume His seat,
And claim the willing nations as His own.
With highest, holiest yearnings thns,
Cotue ballowed Christmas unto us—
O Christmas of the South !

5. CLARKE-JOHRSON.

NEW ZEALAND.

11 Guaworks.
13 Proposed Loading Docks.
13 Town Hail.

14 First Church.

15 Roman Cathollk Cathedral.

16 New Zesland Loan and Mercantile
A;eur:‘r Cnm:ny.
17 Australian utusl Provident
Build lngs.
DPonsid Reld's Wood Store.

_— ' X X

19 Rellway Goods Sheds.
3¢ Boys High School,

2t Arthur-street Schoal.
a2 Old Cemetiery.
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Yiew on the Summit of Tongariro.

HIS view is taken from the summit of Tongariro
Volcano, 6,458 feet high. There are two small
lakes on top—one of a bright blue coleur, snd the

other a vivid green hoe, The snow.clad mountain in the
distance is Ruapehu, 9,012 feethigh, and the huge smoking
wolcano in the middle distance is called Nganmhee,
7,515 feet above thesea level, This volcano is the highest
one in New Zealand, and is extremely active at times,
ejecting mind, ashes. ete,  Ttisseldom ws:ted by tourists,
a3 there is no accommedation near it, but for anyone
fond of camping out it affordsa dehghtful trip, as the
whole of thia country is most interesting. During the
winter months the cone is covered with suow except on
the summit aronnd the crater, where the heat is so in-
tense that snow cannot lie on the ground there. Itis a
rather difficult piece of climbing to get to the top, but
when once there the view of the crater and panoramic
view of the surrounding country well repays one for all
the fatigue.

AT CHRISTMASTIDE.

O, FoR a gift to bring to my beloved—
To the dear child who died
At solemn Christmastide
A little year aga !
0, for a -ong to sing to my beloved
Who lies 30 low,
With dreamy, deep blue eyes,
And hands crossed, angel-wise,
Under the winter snow !

Thon torn heart ! are the numbers born of pain
Fit for a baby's ear—
Fit for a child to bear,
Whaose little life scarce knew,
So brief its day, sortow or loss or pain ?
Who, like the dew
That gems the early dawn,
Smiled softly, aud was gone
From mortal view.

Oh, I have naught to bring to my beloved !
His brothers press my knees
And kiss and coax and tease
For many a childish prize,
I have 0o song to sing to my beloved—
My baby lies
Under the winter snow,
‘Where the winds blow and blow, *
Far from my lullabies,

But this, this way I do for thee, my child :
Thy share of gafts I'll bring,
Ay, and a song I'll sing
Of gentle Christmas cheer
To one whose joys are few—that he, begmled
Of pain and fear,
May laugh at Christmastide
O’er pleasures long denied, -
And thou in Heaven mayst hear

FORFEITS.

CHRISTMAS is not the only time of the year that we play
at forfeits, Life, yoo may say, ls & constant snccession
of forfeita. . It ls the negligent, idle, stupid, careless

poriicn of mankind that has generally to pay the most
for these forfeits, which, we need not sy, iz to them o
loaing rather than s winning game,

We will first dip our hand into the stores of our

indeed, or corrupted beyond hope of cure or remedy by
wour bachelor friends, if you do not consider #hal a
Forfeit.

If you allow your children te have their 0wt way, and
never check them, and always let them have an unlimited
supply of money, and permit them to run riot as they
please, never correcting them, never pointing out to
them the right path, never exercising your parental
anthority, we should say that there would be every
promise, according to the strict nature of things, of your

Bartin, phols.. Wangeral.

Fail on the

recollection, and try to bring up a tew bright examples,
For instance—

If you comie in late for dinner, and it is all gone, and
you find that you are compelled to go without any, that
is already a Forfeit.

If you do anything to offend your wife, or neglect
taking her to see the opera, or forget to make arrange-
ments that she and ‘the dear children * shall have their
autnmnal run out of town, the chances are that you lose
her good esteem ; and you must be a hardened criminal

Mangawhero,

losing the obedience and respect that a child should pay
to its parent ; and that is a Forfeit the moast difficalt of
all to win back again.

ERRATA.

The picture of Christmas at Rotorua on page 13 ia
wrongly credited to Mr Ryan. The artist of this
picture is Mr Kenneth Watkins.

Sagtvh by T, Ryun.

View on the Summit of Tongariro.
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Sheerdown Hill, Milford Sound.

T the head of Milford Sound—that most picturesque,
most praised, most painted, and most photo-
graphed sample of our Sounds scenery—stands

the splendid cliff, Sheerdown Hill, of which an illustra-
tion is here given, Sheerdown Hill rises perpendicularly
for 4,000 feet, and the Barren ranges which adjoin it are
5,125 feet high. Aud this is only one of the beauties and
the grandeuraof Milford. The heighis on every side are
indecd so stupendons that the visitor gometimes fails to
realise the yreatness of the wondera surronnding him,
though fully appreciating their surpassing grandeur,
The giant Tutoko i8 gugz feet high, and Mitre Peak

5,560, while the Csur:mny Cliffs are nearly as high—
5,500 feet. But why attempt the almost impossible task
of describing Milford, Has it not been dote by hundreds
including some of the first journalists and literateurs of
the day—even down to Max O'Rell—and how often with
success 7. Sheerdown Cliffand the craggy headlands that
guard the entrance of the Sound, the majestic lion, the
tver beautiful Mitre Peak, the Bowen, the Sutherland
Falla—these are the things which may be painted and
photogrupbed, but which caonot be adeguately dealt
with through the mediuwm of print, In the corner of the
picture is a tiny but characteristic little sketch of the flax
plant, growing as it does grow in: wild luxuriance in
many parts of the colony.  The flowera in the borders
are the koromiko or New Zealand vercnica and the
manuka.

Vatenting, phate, *

SHEERDOWN HILL, MILFORD SOUND.

RIDDLES FOR THE RECKLESS.

HI1STORICAL, —Where would you find & word that
should suggest to Richard II. ihat he had best avoid
Bolingbroke ?~—1n the Dick.shun-‘arry.

MitaN TIiME.—What is mean time at Greenwich ?—
Beginning the dinner to 8 second when one is late,

. Wonrrnv oF FooTE.—Why do we expect sauce from
a gouty man *—Because he's a toe-martyr,

VERY DREP.—When can't you helieve truth ?-——When
she lies at the bottom of & well, -

The oracle that speaks in riddles is of no use to a tian
whose house is on fire,
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A cough or cold

is a spy which

has stealthily
© " come inside the
lines of health ‘ : : -

and is there to discover some vulnerable pomt in the fortification of the
.- constitution which is guarding your wellbeing. That point  discovered the
.. Spy reports it to the enemy on the outside. : The enemy is the changeable
- - winter climate, ~ If the cold gets in, look out for an attack at the weak point.
+ To avoid this, shoot the spy; kill the cold, using SCOTT’S EMULSION
~of "pure Norweglan Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites of Lime and Soda

as the weapon.. Tt is an expert cold slayer, and fortifies the system against
Consumption,” Scrofula, General Debility, and all Anamic and Wasting
Diseases (.cpecml/y tn Children). Espec1ally helpful for ch;ldren to prevent

» - their taking cold. '~ Palatable as Milk.

. SPECIAL —Seoit’'s Emylelon Is non-seeret, and la prescribed by the Med- CAUTION.—Scott's Emulsion is pat op (o salmeon-colonred wra
ical Profession all over the world, because its ingredients are scientifically Bs sure and get the gennine. Prepared only by Scott & Bowne, Limii "l'ud

d io such a as 10 grutly locrease their remedial value. 47 Farringdon Street, London, B.C.” Sold by all Ch.

1
4

Poele PP

NORTH S :: The "*NORTH'S " 13 the Latsat Invention In Writlng Machinas
—— and the ONLY Typewriter at pressnt on tha market
I which i3 sntirely manufactured in England. . . . .

s\ o
’ ; DIPLOMA OF HONOUR (Mighewt Award), ANTWERP, 1854,

du_wtu
£ Visible Writing. o 3 ' A e
X Universal Keybéé.rﬂ. o S S
B~ Brief Carriage.
- Peorfect AIighment. :
£ Interchangeable Parts.
=~ Powerful Manifolder.
R IRR o

Price of Machine . . . .
£21.

With Leather Travelling Case, £238 10s.

sa'qum VICTCRIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. NOI“bh'S Tjrpew'riter Manufacturing CO., Limited.

IRISH LINENS DIRECT FROM THE LOOMS.

wal °1e Bros Invite Ladies to send for thelr SAMPLES and PRICH LIST, which are went FREA to
@ any address in the Colonies. They will enable any lady to mark the great saving

ESTABLISHED 178d. - and greater satisfaction galned by buying direct from the actual manufacturers.

CAMBRIC HANDK"'RCH'EFb from 2,’2 per do?— LINEN SHEETS from 10/8 per pair ;. DAMASK TABLE CLOTHS, from 3/8 each DAMASK NAPKINS, from 3/- per doz. ;
" GLASS CLOTHS, fram 4d. per yard; DUSTERS, from lp‘ﬂ per dozen. COTTON SHEETS (India Finiah).

IRISH LINEN & DAMASK MANUFACTURERS. _ 16 Bedford Street BELFAST
‘ FINEST PHOTOCRARHY AT 6— W EXGELLENGE, ECONDMY, oo v ===_ 2l Palnless Extractlons.
e 8 U dards ST T, SMHETH we s
FHOTOGRAPHER, e I Telephone 677,
Tesiys Cotineis purasint b OLD-BSTABLISHED DENTIST,
Thor::lg::::r‘;;?r;m:un;::n Q”ee,’ (’yz, y”cé{a”d OPPOSITE BT. MATTHEWS CHURGH. Corner HOBSON STREET
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BANK OF NEW ZEALAND

(Incorporated by Aot of the General Assembly, 26th July, IBBi.) .

Directors ;

BANKEES TO THE NEW ZKALAND GOVERNMENT.

President : WILLIAM WATSON, Esq. WM. BOOTH, Eeq.: R. W. GLYN, Esq.; Hon. W. W. JOHNSTON; MARTIN KENNEDY, Esq.; T. G. MACARTHY, Esy.
Head Office:; WELLINGTON, N.I. General Manager and Inspector: C. G. ANDREWS, Esq. (Acting).
CGAPITAL PAID UP - - - - - - - m,mo - RESERVE FUND (Invested in Qonsols) | = - - ,-' - £46,000
R - £2,000000 | RESERVE LIABILITY OF SHAREHOLDERS - - £1,600,000

4 % GUARANTEHED BTOUXK - - -

London Office :

1 QUEEN VICTORIA ST., MANSION HOUSE, E.C.
Edinburgh Deposit Agents:

THE BANK OF NEW ZEALAN

London Bankers: The Banh of England and Glyn, Mllls. Gurne & Co.
Measrs. Hamilton, Kinnear & Beatson, .. ;.

granta Drafte on ita London Offica, l!;- Bmoﬁu in Amr-li.- and New Zealand, wnd upon
its Agent¥ in svery part of the world; recsives Daposita for fixed periods at Current Rates
of Intereat, and d en all d of Banking and Monstary Business.

MISUNRERSTOOD.

Two rival phynsiciuns wers recantly exaggeratlng aboat the
qt:e of their reapective practices,
‘Do you know,’ said Dr, Fiipp, *T was wakened ap no
lesa than five timea Inat night.” ,
"Mercy, what & shame! said Dr. Flapp. ©Why don't
you get some insect powdert’ °

WHAT COULD HE DO ¥

MEgs NUWED: *Don't try to scothe me, air!
donbted my word’

Nuwed : * But, my darling, you must have spept the
moaey or loat it. Ooly laet Monday, [ see by my cheque
book, 1 gave you £10.

Mrs Nawed : * There ! There| You would sgoner believe
an old cheque book than me.’

Yon bave

AN EXPEDIENT,

' DAN and Kitty are so devoted to each other,’ said the
gashing sesside pirl.

* [ ahould thmk e0,’ sald the cynie; ¢ the way they earry
on !

‘Carryon ¥

' Yes—wanderiog on the beach moonlight niehts holdin
each other's handa and ekolking \mhlng rocks with oscol-
atory intent, and—'

'Why. of course. They are so fond of each other, And
they don’t like bathing the lesst bis becanse it's so publie.
So mauy bathers and penple watchivg from the sand they
<an't do orkpay snythiog.”

*How oruel 1’

*Yes. But they're polog to pet round it. Tbey're
practising it every day. Haven't you noticed them ¥

* Practisiog what 1"

*Why, diviog from the float mod sitaying under water
long enough to kisy emch other.’

ANOTHER HISUIDERETAHDING

ALGY @ ' Are
Mandie: ' ¥

oo 37 ¥
o, yua horeld thing, I'm 17.*

WARRANTED

. INDELIBLE
HARMLESS
On any Fabric,

In ONE BOTTLE

MEQUIRES

NO HEATING or
MIXING.

fe

MARKINO INK FOR I.INEN.

wg Ty b onew and som wit)

fnvantors & Makers, wae no other ki

Cooper, Dennison & Walkden, . Lid., London.
N i NEW BAGON . METROPOLITAN FAMILY HOTEL
Regtatceed ; MILD CUREI SV WMo LcEMeE. T -
5 g
Morepork| 3
. £3 =3
SF .
Brand | e
Iz 23
1E: ¥
. o §(E .; L
; m |1 i
MoRLPOAK Christehureh Meat [}[].7 Cashel Stroet, c:-lmércnunél-l, uz. . )
Trade Mark. OTTO BCHNEIDER, Proprietor.

i ! : CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.

Talvphors Xo. 31 Post Offion Bax Nn, 38,

- ZEALANDIA - CONCENTRATED - MILK -

Te Aro House - -
Wey inoro® '

.« SPECIAL PURCHASE . .

JUST OPENED ex Tongariro, the following Lots, bought at x
Largs Discount off London prices:—

£ EXTRAORDINARY YALUE
Purc Linﬁe&: Cn:hlumel in Cresm, Pale Plue, Pink and Fevwn, mow

Dress Costumes, all sizes, Holland and Drab, 1vs 6d and xgg 6d.
Complete Helland and Drill Costumed. with vut at 339 6d,
White Duck Costutues, rgs 6d and g8 6d. .
‘White Linen Drill Contunies, onl ; i

A Splendid Selection of Newest Esyty cnin Llne and Bllk Mantles.
‘Three-quarter Lace Muntles, richly trimmed, onl 255 6,

rter Lace and Silk Mautlena, tri oire, ,g.ﬂ

Prepared by &n improveil process, whareby natural flosour wnd nutritive
quaiities are preserved.
Made from the Purest Wiik, frexk from tha Cow, and Pure Cans Sugar.

BEST MILK FOR Full Length Mantles in Lace And L. 8 Gu

Infants, Yachtemen, Bushme .
Gumdiggers. nnd for Puddln.‘. ‘and Boones 3’““';;,&‘;‘":,:{'%"“2"“‘-‘4 Collars and ‘-‘“ll- with or without

This Mitk |s rapidiy makingla name for itsslf, and, being pre- 20 doz tlp—lo—d.lte' Shirts, with Frills and Epaulettes,
pared In the Colany, It lu fragher and cheaper. and 44 6d aud 58
altogether better than the impaortead article. 20 doaen Fink, sk aud Heliotrope Skirta, 48 6d each,
. IT CANNOT BE EXCELLED. to dorcn French Cambric Shirts, pleated frouts, 58 11d each.

I .. TE_ARO HOUSE.

WHLLINGTOIN.

‘Three-guas

ml'u
Hlll'l.euglh Lace Mantles, very chea

WHOLEBALE AGENTE—

Carr, Johnston & Co., and H. F. Houghton

FORT BTREXT, AUCKLAND.
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THE WASHERWOMAN'S ODE.

WHAT awfal power s oft
By ber who turns the nangle { .
The power 40 make us hlithe and gay,
Or all oor hopes to strangle !
To ber who makes & man & man, -
Ur can hia jova eorrode,
In fear I hambly dedicate
This washerwoman's ode t

Sse yonder youth alink Jown the atreet—
The cause? Hia collar’s crampled ;
He pulls his coat sronnd him, for
His ahirt is wrecked and rnmpled
‘The iron mould baa left ite mark—
The washerwoman's
¥eat terror would appease Imr with
A sweet and soothing ode! |

St 3.

And g ar well &
Poatical expression,
For linen makes or mam a man,
And wisdom aod discretion
Soggest 'tis well to Aatier her
1o quite a slavich mods,
For pause and just remember what
The washerwoman's owed 1

- MISAPPLIZED. |
M.umnl.. Mr Courtley asked me to0 marty

MoORIEL: * Oh 1
thim last nighh *

Mamna : * And -what did vou reply, wy child ¥

Muriel : *I told him to ask you.’

Mamma: *Why, Moriel, how could von—snrely yon
~would pot have your mother commit bigamy.'

A NIYSTERY EXPLAINED. -

BRIGGS : * [ called on that girl lnst night thet youo intro-

<duced we l’n.

Griggs : " Did yoa 1’

Brigga: *Yes. And uha s 4 nice uirl old fellow, bat she
ted me very at Iy.

Grigas: *Howso ¥ "

Brigge: * Will yoa believe it, she showsd me inta the

dining room, sald she really hoped I would excose her. No

-ather room io order, ete.’

Crigge : * Well, that was rather atrange.’

Briggu: ‘Buu that's not the worst of it.  In a few minates
in comen her younger sister, ~Wa talked a littie, and then
she got up and went ouan, leaving ber younger lhter to en-
tortain me. You can bet I dide's ey there long.’

Grigge : * Well, I'm very sorry.’

Briggs: 'Oh, that’s all right.

You conldn’t help it
But what the minchief did she want to show me intn the
«iniog-room for ¥

Griggs : * U'll tell yon, if you won't give it away.’

Briggs : * All right What for ¥

Grigge : * Well, you see, 1 was in the parlour.’

THE RETORT CANDIDE.

MiMmea: ‘Iam l!rpl'llﬂd ab you, Ethel.
pudent to my mamma '
Ethel ; * Perhapa she was nios.’

w‘kwu h‘q,-\
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TAYLOR

cocoa
CHOCOLATE
ano MUSTARD

Bros’

1S OBTAINABLE AT ALL RESPECTABLE GROCERS.

L PR

TAYLOR BROS.; HOM®E. COCOA. Good wholesome household article.
TAYLOR BROS CONDENSED COCOA.

prepared by a new scientific process.

'Guaranteed perfectly Pure and

TAYLOR BROST SOLUBLE CHO(,OLA‘TE

¥

TAYLOR BROS DSF MUSTARD. Deouble superfine gnality. l

Rich Constantia, Tokay,

thstmels C;beer i e

o

I-IAMPERS

" FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON SHOULD CONSIST OF

“YALUMBA” WINES

. FROM THE OLDEST VINEYARD IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

First Planted in 1B850.

Claret, Verdeilho, Hock, Chablis,
. Museat, Frontignac, or Special Old Port (for Invalids),

’

All <“YALUMBA » VINEYARD WINES are thoroughly matured.

SII‘ J ohn Power S .

“ POT STILL” WHISKY.

PURHEST AND MOST PALATARBLE.

This Whisky is ‘from one of the oldest Distilieries in the United ngdom, now
: in its 1o2nd year.

\

.

AUSTRALIAN BRANDY.

“ BOOMERANG” Brand.

Joshua Bros.’

"— Lenden Times.

“ Palatable and of high guality.’
“ Fragrance, Purity and QualiLy second Lo none.” - Lunt,

.
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SYMPTOMS OF BEING A CONFIRMED OLD
BACHELOR.

WHKN a man is seen buying buttons, that's a symptam,

When a man is in constant request to stand godfather,
that’s a symptom.

When a man at a certain age gives up dancmg, and
takes to playing whist, that’s 8 symptom.

When a man treasures an old glove, and has a huudle
of small-shaped letters tied, quite yellow with age, which
he keeps in & secret drawer. and takes out once a year to
pondler over, that's a symptom.

When a man cnmglams of the noise when children
laugh, and turns his head away when a lady brings him
the baby to kiss, that's a symptom.

When 8 man gives up going to see the shops at Christ-
mas, that's 8 symptom.

When a man cannetgo anywhere wnhout his umbrella,
that’s a symnptom,

When a man encases himself in flannel, and will not
stir out in summer time without his golnshes comforter,
and great coat, that's a symptom.

When a man avoids ladies’ society, and prefers s cigar,
that's a symptoul,

When 8 man always seizes hold of the seat nearest the
fire, that'a a symptom.

When a man late in life gets himself appointed on the
Charitable Aid Board, that's a symptom.

When aman receives no invitations for Christmas Day,
but dites by his miserable self, in sottie cheerless restaur-
ant, that's 8 symptom,

When & man neither gives nor receives New Year'a
Gilfts, nor Christinas Boxes, and shuts himself uphermit-
ically for two or three days in his roowmn to avoid the per-
secution of being dunned for them, that's also s symp-
tom,

When a tman objects to flowers in his room because
they are unhealthy, votes music a bore, and thinks that
the climate is getting worse anid worse every year, that's
a symptom.

When a man gets an;fry because his visitors will not -
wipe their feet on the door-mat, and wanders abont the
room dusting the furniture with his handkerchief, and
sweeps his own hearth, and gathera up all the stray pins,

. and is annoyed if anything 18 & hairs-breadth out of its
place, that’s a symptoni.

When s man_has lost sll taste for plum-pudding and
mince-pies, and only sees improprietry In mistletoe,
which he wonders any well-regulated mamma can
tolerate, that's a symptom.

When a man thinks everyone is cheating him, that’s a
symptom,

When a man does all the shopping himself, and goes
to the butcher's regularly to select his own mutton chops,
thet's & aymptoni.

When & man Insists upon mixing his own whisky
toddy, or brewing his gin punch, in preference toa lady
doing it for him, that's a symptoum.

Wiirn & man niakes a prncuce of calling every young
wan who dIﬂ'erl in opinion with him an ‘impudent

oung puppy.’ and makes a loud outcry against the
{I.tlle respect that's shown now-a-days to old age, tliat's
& Aymiptonl,

Contalning 25 Photos of Auckland. Prico 1% ; posted 18

DRINK AND ENJOY....

BROWN, BARRETT & C0.’S

. ... XNXLD COFFEES AND TEAS.

H. F. WINDSOR v 2w

TELEPHONE 377. omesiesron, SHORTLAND ST., AUCKLAN D.

ASK YOUR GROOER FOR

ELSON

MOATE & C°¢

g INDIAN. CEYLON & BLENDED 'rsas.'

H C WRIG"HT % SURGEON DENTIST

(Buscessor to A, L. Wright),
Notifies that he is continuing the Busineas of a Dentist, at the premises, SHORTLAND STREET, aa-
sinted by Mr. VW. A. Wright. The high-ciasa work of the late Me. A. L. Wright will be adhered io, and
any left unfnishad by that gentieman will be compisted by the new management.

I I L\ l Iég S K GENERAL AUCTIONEER
" PRODUCE MERCHANT

All Goods sent for Sale will recel ve prompt attention, GO M Ml sg 10 N A G N

The Interests of FaARMERY and PRoODUCvER: carefully { E ]

studied in relation to quick wiler. conelstent with fair

prices, Fruit Salvs hc‘

d pn Tucsdaye and F rldayr\, and
Account Sales immediately rendered.

OUT-DOOR SALES. CONDUCTED IN TOWN OR COUNTRY,

eanwers umon mank of ssTesss 015 Queen Street, Auckland, N.Z.

VINOLIA IS A REFINED 50AP.

]
It keeps-the Complexion quh
and Clear.
No other Soap has rneelved such
high awards as Vinolia Bonp.

DON'T USE BOILED SOAPS
: FOR THE TOLLET.

: DON'T ECONOMISE AT THE

Ermgiient 4 EXPENSE OF YOUR - :
9 : GOMPLEXION.
s, FOR ITGNING,
s
oNDERUSCT ] I l i O I a FACE SPOTS,
LDNDUN DFFOT
= SUNBURN, ac.
The Editor ** Bany " reports—" For acne apots on the face and particularly far
N eczama, it 1 undoubtedly eﬂlc&clnus. frequantly hea.lingerupllnns and removing
FOR ITCHING ECZEMA pimplmi in a tew days. It melieves ibchlng at once,”

SHEIN IRRITATION Vinolln Boaps (all px-lm). Vinolla 8 HBhaving Htlok a.nd Cakes
— and Vinolla Fowder (for the Complexion),

WILDMAN & LYELL I)‘H,RHS(;;KS, STATION;RY

ALL BOOKS AT ENGLISH PUBLISHED FRICES. ave FANCY GOODS ® & =

- ——

Agents for Buplon Bros. Photos of N.Z. Seenery  Hoxed Biotionery inoves dis'virrepoy Foner Gooee

New Hooks and New Editlans by every mail.

JUST IBSURD-A SPRECIALTY: THE ARCADE ALBUM OF AUCKLAND VIEWS

SHORTLAND S8ST. & VICTORIA ARCADE, AUCKLAND.
iy
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GENERAL GROCER AND PROVISION MERCHANT. .

Hy wpectnl ;rpu nlur.-nt
Grucer Lo

Robert Rew

Conlmm to Her Majeaty's wanhips

Ezgellency the Gevernm

DIRECT IMPORTER of ENGLISH, AMERICAN & EASTERN PRODUCTS |

VIOTORIA & ALBHERT STRERTS, A'U'CKI...ANIJ- .

U nba =o."
- Oable and Telegraphic Addresa; “REW, AUOKMND "

Country orders-—Wo have Speﬁlnl Faollities for the Packing and Des-

Talephona No. 352, P.0. Box 475,
Raguttnd Trade Mark, * CINDERELLA."

E2h o

patching of Country Orders. No charge for cases. We
are in the best possible position foyr seouring for our
1 clienta outside linea at r.ha vory lowest market rates,

USE naywaro Bnde.-

~ BOOT AND SHOE TRADE.

L CELEBRATED..

FLAG BRAND PICKLES AND

95

“stthm FLAG BRANt)
FIRST AWARDS

e

Marks, " AURQRA,"
v

‘This New Tmad: BRaAND has been
*pecially dmigned for BOOTS mnd
SHOES Hmuﬁctlredutd Imparted by

3 Northem Boot & Shoe

All Boou and Shoes brlmdcd on u:e Bole wt.th the Company's Trade
“NORTHERN ' Kk the * NORTHERN LIGHT,",

Ars Guarantasd Ganuine Manufaoture.

. Pure Unmedleat.ed . f
+ Cerenl Pnepa.!-a.tlon

Imtaenscly snperiar to ArRoOWRooT
or CORNFLOUR, and is +pecially //

. THE ..
THE

prepared and adapted for IN. Fromipent
Manufaeturmg' Co., | vAuioSsad toscor | Festures of ula
. LIMITED. . WEAK Mﬂltﬂd Food

ARE 1T8

DICESTION.
L s BTRENCTM » CIVING QUALITIES.

To {890. N A ’ a Itl:!l;ixit‘l,y nnlnttm.n, lnd&h easily
N HVERY ARTIOLH IN THH TRADR SUPPLIED. o f".i wp i1 1 tiaa, et welght, snd
can he obtain from most of the lesding
CHRISTCHURGH sers iz Hobson St., Auckland. s s
" NEW ZEALAND. THOMAS HODGSON, Mansger & Secretary. TRERT BHUS. Christehureh,
Jes amASE - - THE POPULAR HOUSE .. ..

RAPID 'CYCLES -+

STRONG, LIGHT & EASY RUNNING'

SUPERB FINISH

BEST MATERIALS.

-~ As rldden by A. J. BODY, who recently put up & record of 854
mueu in twenty-tour hours,

WALLER SCOTT & MYHRE, 48 Manchester Street

CHRISTCHURCH.

Easy Terms. Send for Catalogue.

+POR...
GENERAL AND FURNISHING DBAPIRY
MILLINERY, MANTLES, HOSIERY, GLOVES

ven ANDL L

Seasonable Novelties in Fashionable Attire of Every Description

IS RUSHBROGK & (CO0.'S

‘THE DIRECT IHPORTEHB. 104 & 106,

All Gooda at Popular Prices ror Cash, end 1s in
the £ discount allowed off all purchasesof a0, and UEEN T REET,
upwasds. . . . .. . ———

"WEDDING PRESENTS.

BONNINGTON'S x

ST | . | THE LOWEST EVER
i NOW ! THE' PRICE ’ OFFERED
| . .
.THE TIME | . ' IN AUCKLAND. CARRAGEEN or I I MOSS
‘ FE ;STE;I-‘;LO';?T s;lol?l;g.ﬂ BECAUSE WE WANT (REGIBTERED)
8. CRUETS, |
THE GOODS gyt seaons cavers |'THIE REASON READY - MONEY. WILL CURE lggtggnzn
t In Creat Variety. . COUGHS
ASTHMA
CTER PL.ACJE = . BRONCHITIS

J. & J. DICKEY 234 QuEEN ST, AUCKLARND.

ALL LUNG COMPLAINTS,

is. 6d. and 2s. 6d. Sold Everywhere.

Twalve Months'
Guarantes.

Ho_[mubood..__

LA BEST MATERIAL Asp
WORKMANSHIP,

’Qgcles

Prios Lista on Applisation.

EUMATIC SADDLES, PUNGCTURE /PROOF BANDS & ACCES-
SORIES OF EVERY lﬁﬁND |N' STOCK.

7
Lo . i
ROBERT WILKIN, “Hol”™™""

LICHFIELD BT,

’Cyc[e Works, )

\\ N Tl

'JOHN CHAMBERS & SON

Engineers & Importers

TANGYES’ STEAM ENGINES.
TANGYES' STEAM PUMPS,
TANGYES' BOILERS.

TANGYES' BLOCKS, JAUKS, Etc.

Askham's Gruoibla Cast Steel Castings.

Ad' wm’s Mining Drill Steel. . o . . .
. Al

'FORT ST., AUCKLAND.
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The FIRST Manufactured in the United Kingdom. Has 36 years world- - .- -
wide reputation for UNIMRYING‘ EXCELLENCE OF QUALITY.. :

S BROWN & POLSON'S
“CORN FLOUR -

PRECARED WITH NILK—AN EXCELLENT DIET FOR CHILDREN AND INVALIDS.
MAKES DELICIOUS BLANC-MANGE, CUSTARDS, JELLIES. CAKES. ET&‘
ISA VALUABLE THIG’KENING FOR 800P3 SAUCES. GRA WES £rc.

. : - AR Az a grsaf numbe( of mfarmr qualities of CORN FLOUR are bemg foreed .
' . _ upon the market in packets closely resembling BROWN & POLSON'S, pur
" " chasers are requested to observe that every gsnume packet .bears BROWN &

. . " POLSON'S name in FULL, and - o BN
o : AR . '-m’m Hm fac-simile srgnafuma— m %ﬂ% ) R .

o

Y
B GILFII.LAIV & €0, Fort_' Street, Auckland, Sole "ﬁep'resentaﬁoes for New Zealand. -~

YORKSHIRE RELISH

THE MOST DELIOIOUS SAUOE IN THE WORLD

TI—IE ONLY GI—IEAP AND GOOD SAUCE

.:1

.,,,7_. -> T
" . . . b
; -

~ [Z2"Beware of Imitations.

2" _Beware of Imitations.

- . . ! / , ‘-
- - . . - -
S
C AUTI ON " . ‘ Ilportant to avury Housewd’a ami evary Marnagsahle Ymmg Lady.
Notwithstanding the num- . .o )
ted By C. of Law In our T - - © On Eor\vardmg your Address and One Permy Postage  Stamp (t'or'
r_w“r' . Bl 1 of :;h;. c:;..n:;n-rlhn A’ / - f,", Postage) to J. B. GiLriran & Co,, Fort Street, Auckland, you will
YORKSHIRE RELISH continus o to the - ” ’ " at once have forwarded to you a veantiful little Volume, of 10
victimlsed ~— ? 4
’“bm" whersby our friends are - ny the ® . pages, handsomely bound in cloth, gilt lettered, and beautifully il-

of worthl imitations. Annexed we . .-...'

K

lustrated, entitled, ** GOOD THINGS,” MADE, SAID AND Doxz run

&ive & repr of cur and ndvise pur-
' chassrs to ascept only those bearing our Registersd Every Hous Axp HousEHoLD. |
Labal Info ing Infring will be ’ "
- . R . i . To avold delay, applioants wilil oblige us by wrlt.l.n; "GDDD ']."I-I:Nus" on

gratefully received b.v us.
outslde of snvelopes.

Propriétors: GOODALL, BACKHOUSE & co., White Horse Street, LEEDS

\

g |

B B'. G-ILFILL.A.N 6‘5 Co., "TFORT STRFi} aA.'U'-CKL.A.ND

7 Sole Repressntativar for New Toaland. / ARGA? : ‘ I,
-_— — e [ - - s 7' Yoo de o L [
lrlnlctl ﬂml l‘lahll-hcd Iny llla Froprivtuor, llh\n\ lllh-'l"r ut his Loneral I‘l:ntm, Ulhoun, blmrtl-md und lé} LT P ; . moe of Anel\lnnd New Zuulnm[
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