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CHILDREN’S CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN.

Any boy or girl who likes to become a cousin can do so,
and write letters to • Cousin Kate, care of the Lady
Editor, Graphic Office, Auckland.'

Write on one side of the paper only.
Allpurely correspondence letters with envelope ends turned

in are carried through the Post office as follows :—Not
exceeding ioz, id; not exceeding 4oz, Id; for every addi-

tional 2oz or fractional part thereof, id It is well for
correspondence to be marked * Commercialpapers only. ’

Dear Cousin Kate —I would like to become a member
of the ‘ The Graphic Cousins’ Humane Society’ very much.
I tried Cousin Jessie’s recipe for Scotch toffee, and itwas

very nice. Would any of the cousins {send me a recipe for
Turkish Delight, as I should like to have one 1 I am send-
ing a few riddles for the Puzzle Column. I have never

been to school, but mamma teaches me at home. She
teaches me music, too, and I can play several pieces and

duets. lam making half-a-dozen little scrap books to send
to the Wellington hospital. I make them with foolscap
(without lines) sewn together, and I paste pretty coloured
bits of paper, cut in different shapes on the covers. They
look so pretty, I thought the little books would be light for

little sick children to hold while they were lying down in
bed. I have a nice tabby cat, which 1 call Tibbie. lam

very fond of him, and 1 have a little dog, too, named Dick.
He is such a funny little thing. When a fowl comes into

the garden we tell Dick to put it out, and he runs after it
and lies on it until someone comes and takes it away, and
he does not hurt it at all. I must leave off now. With
best love, I remain, your loving cousin, Athie. Masterton.

P.S.—Please tell me, dear cousin Kate, when I am to

send sixpence for the badge.

[Thank you for your nice letter, Athie. I laughed over

Dick’s performance. I think he must be a clever doggie.
I am sure the Wellington children in the hospital will be

glad of your books. I call that being a really good member
of the Graphic Humane Society, and I gladly add your
name. Concerning the badges, I don’t want the sixpences
tillI get the badges printed, and I can’t get them done till
I know better how many are likely to be wanted.—Cousin
Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate.—This is the first time I have

written to you, and I hope you will accept me as a cousin.

Cousin Lena and Cousin Mary are great friends of mine,
and when I saw Cousin Lena’s letter in the Graphic I

thought I should also like to become a correspondent.
Lena and I both go to the same school, and we are both in

the same class. I liked Cousin Lou’s letter very much, and
I also like going in for competitions. lamgoing to try and

persuade my friend Daisy to join the Cousins’ Society. She
is such a nice girl, and can play the piano very well. She
and I take great delight in reading the ‘ Youths’ Page,’
and we laugh a great deal over theletters. The other day I

told her, just in fun, that I was going to write letters toyou,

and she laughed, and said that I would uot have the pluck
to doit; bnt she will be quite surprised to see my letter in
the Graphic (that is, dear Cousin Kate, if you will see that

it is put in), and then, no doubt, she will write you a letter
also. Daisy and I are going to have a Christmas Tree at

Christmas, and next time I write I will send you a list of
the things that we aregoing to put on. lam sending two

riddles and two diamond puzzles for the cousins to guess.

Hoping my letter is not too long,—l remain, your loving
Julia. Auckland.

P.S.—Please enrol me as a member of the Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.—Julia.

[I hope your good example will persuade Daisy to become
a cousin, when she has recovered from her surprise at seeing
your letter in the Graphic. I hope you too, will ‘goin ’
for the competition. I shall like to bear what you have on

your Christmas tree. Will all the cousins who want to

join the Kindness to Animals Society, please say if they
would like the sixpenny badges ? I will add you to my
list of cousins, also to the Kindness Society. I have ven-

tured to alter one of your riddles (1). Is it right ?—Cousin
Kate. ]

Dear Cousin Kate.—This is the first time I have
written to you. I have one sister and three brothers. I
ameleven, and in the Third Standard. I have no pets. I

had a cat. but it ran away. 1 hope you will take me for a

cousin. I have no more to tell you this time, so I will now

bring my letter to a close.—With love from Nellie God-
frey. Picton.

[I wonder if you were kind to that cat? Did you feed

it? I should not wonder if your three brothers had some-

thing to do with its running away. Yes, I will put you
down as a cousin, and hope you and all the other cousins
will write again.—Cousin Kate ]

Dear Cousins.—One of you recently asked me how

many cousins there are. In the Graphic for this year
alone there are letters from over one hundred cousins, and

there were a few last year, but I have not all the names, as

someonehas cut pieces out of my Graphic file. Those 1
counted up were about forty-four, which makes the number
now written down in my book at one hundredand forty-
four. As each fresh letter comes lat once enter the names

now. Of course there have been many more letters than
this number, as some of the cousins are very good and
write every now and then to me, and I am always delighted
to hear from those who have written before. I hope you
will all bear this in mind, and find some paper and ink and

a pen, and tell me what you are doing, and how you are

getting on. Please will everyone who wishes to join our

Kindness to Animals or Humane Society—whichever we

call it—say whether they would like to pay 6d for a badge ?

They can join quitewell without this if they like.—Cousin
Kate.

Dear Cousin Kate.—l had the pleasure of writing to

you a little while ago, and you were good enough to ask me

to write again. Ido so now because in last week’s Graphic
you asked the cousins to say which title they like the best
for the proposed rules. I like yours better than Cousin

Lou’s, but if you could make yours shorter it would be all
the better. Before we left England my sisters belonged to

the * Dickey Bird Society,’ carried on by ‘ Father Chirpie ’
in the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle, and I am told that the

rules are very short and simple. I will send you sixpence if

you have the little badge printed. It was veiy good of

Cousin Lou to draw up rules, but some of them want
altering. I suppose the object is to teach all to be
kind to dumb animals, and as birds are animals, the
little songsters are included. Any boy or girl promising
to be thus kind should become a member of the Society
and have their names printed in the Graphic when
sent to you, and each have a number, so that we may see

from week to week how many kind and loving cousins you
have. Don’t you think the cousins might be asked through
the Graphic to get and send to you the names of their
little friends and companions who would like to join our

Society ? I know many of our school fellows will be glad to
become members, and if I ask them will give me their word

that they will be kind to all dumb animals, and I expect
many of your other little cousins will like to collect names,
sothat in a short time you may have hundreds of children’s
namesin your book all under promise to be kind to dumb

animals. And now I must say good-bye, as it is getting
late, and I want to catch this mail, with much love from
your loving cousin, EllaS. F. Gill. Wellington.

[Thank-you, Ella, for your very nice letter and kind sug-
gestions. 1 quite agree with you that short and simple
rules arebest. Your idea of the cousins getting others to
join is excellent, and I hereby beg you and as many of the
cousins as possible to persuade other young people to become
members of the Graphic Kindness to Animals Society,
which, of course, includes birds, beasts, and fishes. I do
not say anything about mosquitoes ! As soon as enough
join, I will get the badge printed. At present we do not
know at all how many we shall want. I like any and all of
the cousins to write any time without waiting to be asked.
—Cousin Kate.]

HILDREN’S PUZZLE COLUMN.

1) What is that which is
full of holes and yet holds
water’ (2) Why is a book

like a tree? (3) What word
is it of five letters if you take
two away only onewill remain ?
—Athie.

If firewood is worth 16s a

cord, how much will a tonof
coal come to?—Victoria.

(1) What is it that Hies
high, flies low, wears shoes, but
has no feet. (2) Why is a

penny like a cat? (3) Why
is a nobleman like a book ? (4)
Why are potatoes like tears?

(5) Why is a book like a tree ?

(6) As round as an apple.
As plump as a cup.

Yet allthe king's horses
Cannot lift it up I Cousin Maud.

(1) When do one’s teeth usurp the faculty of his teeth?
(I think this riddle should be : • When do one’s teeth usurp
the faculty of one’s tongue ?’—Cousin Kate.) (2) Why is
a man who marries an heiress a lover of fortune ?

DIAMOND PUZZLES.

(1) A consonant, a fruit, happiness, a part of a soldier’s
armour, a loud report, an animal, a consonant. Centrals
read down and across give a part of a soldier’s armour. (2)
A consonant, a conjunction, a province in India, a letter
carrier, a star, an animal, a consonant. Centrals read
down and across give the name of a public servant well
known in all large towns.—JULIA.

ANAGRAM.

Mrs Hod bought bread.
1 am historic, my woes and my joys

Have thrilled generalions of girlsand of boys ;
I’ve fasted. I've mountedacharger that pranced.
I ve worn strange garments. I've laughed, and I’ve danced

A HIDDEN CHEST OF TOOLS.

This chest contains eight tools used in carpentering, like
buried cities.

It was awfully hard for me to use my tools at first, but

papa says it is a good plan every day to du some work, and
to be in the habit of taking pains, for good, honest work

without any sham merits a reward. So if I learn to work

well he will make me a present of something. I'm letting
my little brother learn to usemy tools too, although he is
quite a tax, even on my patience, but papa says that to

teach is elder brother’s business.—Cousin Jack.

answers.

Answers to Laura Hill’s Puzzles :—(1) When it is a cob.
(2) A mouse. (3) A cat has its claws at the end of its paws ;

a comma its pause at the end of its clause. (4) A tanner.

Answers to Ellie’s Puzzles :—(1) 3 pigeons, 15 larks, and

2 sparrows. (2) The number 288; because it is too (two)
gross. (3) Because it is founded on the Mersey (mercy).

THE BROKEN ARM.

It is easy to forget how much children have to learn, and
how the most obvious facts of life and experiences may be
to them mysteries the most profound. So it happens fre-
quently that true stories sound impossible, and of this class
is perhaps a thing which a little girl said last summer to

her mother.
She was only three years old, and she had had no experi-

encesin the matter of broken limbs beyond that afforded by
the casualities in her family of dolls. She had the misfor-

tune to fall and break her own arm, and as soon as she dis-
covered what had happened to her she cried out :

• Oh, mamma, will it drop off?’
• No, darling,’ the mother answered ; * 1 will hold it so

that it will not hurt you till the doctor comes, and he will
fix it all right.’

• Well, mamma, the little one said, pieising her lips to-

gether and trying to be brave, * do hold on tight, so that

the sawdust won’t run out!'

SALT-RHEUM,
or any other

SKIN DISEASE
Will quickly leave its victim,when the

remedy takenis

Ayer’s Sarsaparilh
IL IL Stahl, of Des Moines. la.. U. S. A.,

says: -My little daughter was, for seve-
ral years, afflicted with silt-rheum, noneof

the many remedies prescribed by the physi-

h>
clans doing her .any good. When wo had
about given up all hope of curing her. my
wife suggested the use of Ayer’s Sarsapa-
rilla. We tried it. and beforeonebottle had
been taken, a great change for the better

was noticeable. We continued the treat-

ment, and a thorough curewas the result.”

Ayer’s Jn, Sarsaparilla
Admitted at the World’s Fair. •

Madeby Dr. J.C.Ayer &Co.,Lowcll.M:io<* HR
*
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THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE.

THE PIONEER OF NEW IDEAS.

The Bothersome Shift Keys, the Foul andExpensive Ink Ribbons.
Index, and the Crazy Alignment ALL

DONE AWAV WITH. For Simplicity. Durability Strength,
of Work, and all that makes a Machine Valuable, it in

PEEKLESS, Call upon or write.
Geo.M. Yrkkx, National Mutual Buildings. Wellington,
John Cha.mherh andSons. Auckland.
J. M. Heywood and Co , The Square, Christchurch.
J. Wilkie and Co. Dunedin.
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