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THE CURIOUS GHINESE.

cidedly exciting features, and oncs more attention is

being deasn to this * pecalisr people,” who are not
#0 wall known as they dessrva to be. Oar illustzations,
which ara fiom & collection of private photographs, especi-
ally taken & shork time sincs, give us an insight into the
everyday life of the Chiness. With regard to the foneral
procassion, we may mentlon that white is the mourning
ecoloar among the Chinese, the chief monrner being clad
from head to foot in white garments. Soon after death
the corpse is placed in & coffin on & layer of lime. All the
chinka are then stopped with mortar gnd the coffin
varnished. If the premisea are sxtensive enough, several
cottipa may be kept for years, incensa being buroed
before them periodically, This ie, of conrse, the
casa only in rich families. Og the day of burial, after
many ¢ ies, the p ion is formed, the ancestral
tablet of the deceased belog borne in & asdan by itsell. In
front & man ecatters imitation silver ingots made of paper,
80 thatb intrusive demons in their rcrambles after the money
may lorget the funeral, The procession, with ita attendany
band of musie, ete., «ften extends to a very great length.
When the corpse has been interred amid muceh wailing and
cracker sxploeion, the mourners disperse and the family re-
tarn toa feast. Bridal processions are very gorgeons aflaira,
There are, d¢cording to the means of the parties, more or
lesa showy sedans, a rich feast, a band of musie, and count-
less boxes containing the bride’s wardrobe. The family
tablets, lanterns, and variona cilicial insignia, with red um-
brellas, ete., are carried in state, the bride herself coming,
as & bonne bouche, laat of all. The demon is as greatly
feared at theee rejoiciogs as at the desth ecene—for it is the
cnatom in some places to have the wedding procession pre-
ceded by & man carryiog a baked hog in order to divert the
sttention of any aly demons wha might be disposed to be-
come guests. Bat the costom is not a universal one.

THE war between Chins and Japan la sesaming de-
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¢ AN INGENIOUS DEVICE’
doas full justice to the ingenuity of the Celestial mind. The
toll for & wheelbarrow going over a bridge is eighteen cash
sbout thres farthioge}, while a coclie carrying a burden
paases for four cach ; barrow drivera on arriving at the gate
take theit barrows to pieces and thoa transforming them

ESPATCH

into simple bardennavoid the additionsl impost. The notion
is tiot & bad one, combining as it does simplicity with in-
geouity, and is ially to ba ded as & novel
meany of eveding an unpopular tax.  Our pietore of plongh-
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An InceEnious Device
jog almost spesks for iteell. Both plogh and harrow are of
very simple conatruction. The *ahare ' consists of & simple
block of wood, sometimes tipped with iron, and someiimes
not. Aa may be imagined, it merely soratches the gronnd,

snd is not very effective. But, fortunately, the rich loam
of ths Yangtee Valley requires very little to stimulate its
prodociivenese. In this it .resembles the country below
Memphie, where, ns Herodotnus relates, the people obtained
the fruite of the feld withoot needing to break up the
d to any iderable extent, and where, at the pre-

sent day, they are content, a8 in the time of Diodorus, bo
¢ briee alight forrows with & light plongh on the snrince of
the land.’

A familiar mcans of losomotion on water—an importan
mattar ln certain parts of this exten
wive Empire—is the dispateh boat. In
appearance it Is the verieat cockle-shell,
Buat it will Yive where a stont foreign
gig woold inevitably be swamped, snd as

- /.'_ ;o it is the only modeof progression forshort
Loy / . watar trps open to Ineidental pas-
VAo whoeannot d thaservices

) of foreign boats, the Shanghat sampan is

an sbaolat N This propelled

by & large Aat-bladed scal?, which works
o1 the principle of the screw propeller.
The accommodation is not very lnxari-
oue, and there are certain objections to
be taken to the cabin on a wet day
when fresh air is shot out altogather
with the rain by mats, and eepecially
at the hoor when the *captain’ or
‘engineer,' or whatever he may most
fitly be called who navigates the vessel,
ia in the act of eooking hia dinner, The
diepateh boats, which are long, narrow,
and shallow, are employed by persons
whose business is of so mueh inportance
that comfort muat yield to eelerity.
They are also used for conveyiog die-
patchea and letters, and are the ordinary
‘mail boata’ kept by the native post
offices. The man in charge sita in the
stern and worke so oar with his foot,
while with his hand he works ancther
on the opposite side, and at the same time steers. ' When
the wind is favourable he uees the band car only when it is
required to alter the course, and baving rigged » alender
bamboo mast and mat sail, he controls the sheet with the
unoccnpied hand,

CLAY.

*'We are bat clay,” the prescher saith ;

* The heart ia clay, sod clay the brain,
Aund socn or late there cometh death

'To blend us with the earth agsin.’

‘Well, let the preacher have it so,

And ciay we are, and clay sball be :—
‘Waell, 8o be it 1 for this I know,

That clay does very well for me.

When clay has such red months to kies,
Btrong hands to grasp it is enongh :
How can 1 take it anght amisa
‘We are not made of rarer atnff't

And if one tempt you to believe
Hie choice wonld be immortal gold,
Question him, ¢an yoo then conceive
A warmer bheart tban clay ean hold,

Or richer joys than clay can feel ?
Avnd when perforce he falters Nay,
Bid biw renoonee his wish and koeel,
In thasks for this same common clay,




