THE POET OF THE PRISON.

‘TH¥ prison world appears to have its ' Occasional Poets,’
aven as it can bonat apecimens of every other class of ecivit-
ised and savage men. The otherday [ came across a sample
of their work, for tha publication of which an ex M.P., who
at an sarlier period in his career had occupied & call at Dart-
moor, is responsible.  Tarning over the leaves of a rrimn
litrary book he had found the following conplet scrawled on
a blank page:—

* Gond bye, Lucy. dear.

I'm paried froth you for seven long years.— ALVYRED JONEA,'
This was simple, if touching, and the sad farewell ta Miss
Luey would have been lost to the world had not the volume
fallen into the hands of another poet whose snul was imboed
with cyoicism rather than sentiment. This in his reflection
on Mr Jones's versa :—

*If Luey dear ia like moat gals,
Zhe'll give fow Righa or Incana,
But soon witl find among your pals
Another Alfred Jonea !
Thia specimen of prison poetry gave me & thirst for more,
s0 [ hunted up my friend the Major, and inquired whether
ha had aver had io his eare snch  contributor to the gaiety
of ganle as Mr Alfred Jonea or his eritic. I doubted not
that he wonld go one better ; nor waa I disappointed.

* Envenezar Carey was one of them,’ said the ex gaoler;
‘he had come to grief as & village schoolmaster, and had
taken to vagrancy as a profeasion, for offe ted
with which he was frequently sent to my prison. On one
oceasion he left his slale covered with verses. The idea
seems to hava been suggested by some hymn, though you
could hardly eall it a parody. 1 wish I coold remember the
whole of this lament lor lament it was, caused by the
anares and pitfalls set by ungrateful society to eatch the
erring ** moocher.” 1t began in this way : —

* % The night is very gloomy,
The time is waxing late,
And yet, by all that's evil.
"'he slop is &t the gate
The nlof who comes with moacher,
Tho slop who comes with seamps 3
The slop who comes with glorions capture
Two ball-starved, hungry trampe”™
Then came & melanchely apostraphe to the prison itself :
***0Oh, home for careless cadger,
Disguated and forlorn,
Where they shall dwell in gadners
Until the fourteenth morn—"
and 8o on. And with a rebellious wind up, showing that if
his iacarceration bad beea punitive it had net been deter-
rent : —
¢ T know not. oh! I know nok,
When I may hoxt be there ;
And 1o tell po lies about it.
iI'md——d suro I don't care?”

*Tunt waa the last I spaw of Carey in prison, bot I found
out, quite by accident, that my poetical prisoner did en
occasion try to earn a few shillings. I was in a country
town about fifty miles from home, and had occasion to go
to a ceriain watchmaker's shop.  On the counter I noticed a
little beap of lenflets, and, taking one up, I fonnd that there
was printed on it & panegyric in verre on the proprietor of
the establishment and his workmanehip. Something like
this : —

** Hark! the long-hair'd poets sing,
Time is cver on the wing; -
Liitle momerts how they iy,
Golden wingéd flitting by.”

* After moreia the same strain, the ** long-hair'd poet” got
to business ;—

*“1f you wish P"our erring watch
Cleaned with srience and despatch,
Trust te one who knows hia K~
You will not have fae too look.”

! Thea came some fulsome praiseof the worthy traderman
behind the counter, and some local allusions; the ode, con-
sisting of about fifty lines, ending :—

* And you'l certainly agres
‘That his time-piece surpgery
Woll deserven his high renown
AR the foremont in the town ™"

4 Are von & poet? I inguired, as I put the paper
down.

+ ** No, sir,” eaid the watchmaker, ** ibau was brought to
me by a very disteputable tramp, who said that he had
written it, sud offered to sell it 1o me. He bothered me eo
much that at lasy | paid bim for it.”
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¢ What was the man like ¥
* And then Carey was described to me, my informant add.
ing that he had since heard that he was a notorious scamp,
and well known to the police.
*In the out ile wor'd the sensl ive apirit of the poet in
often broken by the aneers and jibes of his critics ; wo, in
rison, 1f an inmate is caught endeavonring to immortalise
ia sentimentn on his ceil wall or his dinner tin—indeed,
apywhere at all—the detecting warder acta the parb of pab-
lisher, and the governor, in the rola of critie, puta on the
extinguisher. Such an effort, for instance, as—

¢« My name ia Bllly.
I don't like skilly 1"

will probably lead to its anthor being deprived even of that
srticle of diet.”

THE WELLINGTON REPRESENTATIVE FOOTBALL
TEAM OF 1894.

ON the first page of this issue we reproduce the ad-
mirable photo taken by Mr Edwarde, of Aockland,
of the Wellington Foothall Representatives,

The recent tour was A most suceessinl one, and with

the exception of Taranaki, Wellington ean probably send

forth the best team in New Zealand. The matches played
in tour were a8 follows: Poverty Bay Wellington won by

19 - 6 ; Thames-Wellington won 5—3; Auckland-Welling.

ton won 13 to nil ; Taranaki lost by & to nik,

A word or two concerning individual members of the
team will perhaps be of interest ;

Mr 8. H. DaviDSON (11st), fall-back, ia one of the few
replly capable and relisble full-backe in the colony. A
splendid kick with either foot, and & deadly collar. He is
certainly an extremely hard man to beat in his own depart-
ment of the game. His coolness and reliability make him
& man of quite exeeptional valne in any team.

W. BOBERTS (11st), right wing three-quarter, a one of the
finest all-round footballers in the colony. Kicks magnifi-
cently with either foot, and taken cleanly and snrely.

W. T. WYKVARD (1lat 101b), centre three quarter, cap-
tain of the team, and one of the best players in the colony.
Is a very fast rnnoer, good kick and most unselfish, besides
being tricky. He visited the Mother Country and Ans-
tralia with the New Zealand Native team in 1888, and lest
vear was one of the New Zealand tesm which visited New
South Wales and {}neensland.

A, DuNcaN (123t} can be placed either centre three-
quatier or five eighths and is equaily good in eisher position,
being an adept at every department of the game. He has
medium pace and great heart. He is an old Wanganui
College boy, and this is his first year an a * rep * man.

C. HALES, emergency, three-quarter only. Played once
against the Thames. He is & good man, fast, and kicka
well ; an old Ancklander. This is Hales’ firat season as a
Wellington rep.

J. BENNETT (1lat 9lb), fiveeighth., It was also this
gentlemao’s first yesr as a rep of Wellington. A fast man,
and & constant scorer.  Bennett ‘ came off’ in nearly every
match during the season.

D, R. GacE is too well-kpown to need any deseription,
Probably the trickiest player in the colony. Has played
gome wonderful games and is the hero of many victories,

J, PUDNEY (1046 12|b), axtra baif.
and tackles well, and ia fairly faat.

. MABER, (11st 121b), forward, is lightest forward in
the team, but very fast, follows up grapndly, and works
hard from etart to finish. Played in the laat New Zealand
team.

A good pleyer, passes

TOURIST TRAFFIC—LAUNCHING THE MANUWAL

J. POLAND (13st 121b), centrs forward, plays o hard detar.
mined game, one of the heavy brigade. A well known
Anckland player for many years.

A. CAMPRELL {12at 101b), & real good man on the line ont,
and followa np well. The place kick of the team.

" F. BisaOP {14st), forward, s the heavieat man in the
tesm—* fourteen stone of beef and bone.' Ax might be
imagined he is a grand man in the scrum,

W. McKeNzie (13st 7lbs), wing forward, is commonly
nick-named * off nide MeKenzia' from his scrom sacties.
He is the talleat man in the team, 6 feet 2 1nches in his
socks, vory fast and & good dribbler. MeKenzie in & man
who invariably gives tronble to his opponents,

F. Youna (13s¢ 10Ib), forward, A front man in the serom,
and good ot secoring the ball.  Grafis from start to linish,
good on the line out, follows up well.

J. SWINDLEY (123t 7ib), forward, front man with Young
in the scrnm, u demon to work., His firat yesr a3 a rep, an
old Anckland boy. He played with New Zealand team this
year, ’

J. KBLLY {11st 12lb), wing forward, an old Aucklander,
very fast, consistent acorer, always follows np amartly, and
is & great man in the passing game.

W. PRINGLE (124t 61b}), very fast, good in open, and backs
up well,

A. Jack {1246 131%), forward ; Grat year as Wellington
rep.  Am old Otago High-school boy. Not very fast, but
always there when wanted, .

Mr GRANT, wanager for the team, is tressurer of the
Wollington Rugby Union.

Mr E, Davy acted a8 umpire doring the tonr, and is
Chairman of the sommittee, :

A FINE ART PUBLICATION.

Y far the best five art publication we have seen offered
to the public at anything appproaching a reasonable
price, ia the views and pictures of the principal cities

of the world, TIsaned in sixteen portfolioa of sixteen magni-
ficent views each, the peries comprisen views of the most
beautiful places in the world. The pictures are the perfee- ’
tion of the now favourite * half tone’ work, and ¢annot be
too highly praised. Mesers Gordon and Goteh, the Austra-
lian publishers for the American firm who issne the work,
have a splendid thing for their patrons in this portfolio.
The photos from which the pictares are taken are costly,
yet the nnmbers are bt A ehilling each, or the whaole series
for sixteen sbillings. Mr Spreckley, of Anckland, is the
agent. His advertisement is on oar cover,

WAKGANUI TOURIST TRAFFIC.

ACILITIES for tourists and others desirous of ae-
I l goainting themselves with the beauties of the New
Zealand Bhine sre growiog apace, a4 may be seen
by the secompanying illustration which we reproduce from
a photo taken by Mr W. H. T. Partington, photographer,
of Wanganul, outheoccasionof thelannching of the Manuowai,
Mr A. Hatrick’s new river steamer, which is expected to bs
fitted op in good time for the opening of the tonrist season.
The launch was witneased by a large number of spectators,
who were unanimously of opinion that a prettier or more
ful one bas seldom been seen, spite of the fact that
the veseel had to take the water broadside on. The Mavu-
wai is & very pretiy sxample of fir de sigele energy and go-
abeadiesm. The order for her construcuion
only went to the buildern—Messrs Yarrow
and Co., Poplar, London—in January last;
she was put togetber, taken toc pieces,
packed and Janded in Wellington by the close
of July; from thence removed to Wanganui,
where the work of putting her together agsin
wan begun during the first week in Augusb,
and on the sixteenth of Beptember she was
successfully floated, aud ready for the eree.
tion of the deck cabins and other finishing
touches, The Manowail messores 121 fest,
with & beam of 18 feet, an estimate dranght
of 12 inches, and = goarsnteed speed of
114 miles per hoor, She js boilt throogh-
oot of Siemen’s steel, with seven watertight
compartments {each compartment having
its own ejection pump): ber high pressore
eogines sre really splendid, and her whole
construction hes been ecarried omt on the
most modern epproved principles. Her Attings
will be first-clasa, mnd ber paessoger ac-
cemmodation will leave nothing to be desired.
We coogratolete Mr Hatrick on her highly
eatirfactory Jagnching, mnd bops hie enter-
prise will receive its due reward. Certsinly
be is leaving Do stope uotnroed in bin en-
deavour 1o opea te the world the besniiea
of the Wangaoui river,




