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THE MAKING OF MEN.

BY MBS LYNN LINTON,

JHE reszae of the submerged tenth seems bui s
doobtfal matter st the best. Men who bave
geown groy in the art of failore are scarce likel
aver to be tanght that of snceess. The heartis
taken oat of them ; theiz energiesare weakened;
the jointa of their remalve have given way.
They bava become so dissstrously osed to humilistion as to
he indif t to the p Lndeed, it is but the portion
they expect, and causes no sarprise whes meted out to
them. TDdisdain, suapicion, denial, come to them as veces-
saty ingredients in their cop of lifa; and when bope has
died ant of & man, and »alf reepect has gone with hops, the
grave of hia well-doing is dog, and success, to be acnieved
by his own exertlonr, is as i:npossible an the returm of spring
at the end of aatumn.

Thin in true even where fallure hav not been cansed by
avart vice—when it is dae simply to that kind of shiftiess-
pess which pravents a man from finding his own prop, or w
that flaceid, flabby * fecklesaness ' which hinders him from
taking Grm hold when it in fonnd for him. For, indeed, it
is sorrowfally true that most of the failores in life are those

merit ; and the terrible truth that Conduct is Fate, that
Fartune ia bat the twin-sister of Law, that, for the moat
t, & oan's portion o life, be it bad or grod, is that
which hs desserres—this troth le disdained in favour of an
rreaponsible power which hoists the feeble and crushes the
strong. This reads like m hwrd saying, but it is, indeed,
the very troth ; and on each boy and girl eoteriog life ought
to be impressed aa in letters of fire, * Condoct is Fate,’ and
* We got what we deserve to have,”
All those high-sounding schemes of rebabilitation, those
floarishes of trompets calling on the country to subecribe to
schemes of rescue, which look so well on paper and work so

All in action, are of practically no good whatever when deal.

ing with matare men and women Houndering in the bog of
failare. When the mainepring ia brokep how abont the
time-keeping eapn.eil:r of the watch? When energy has
become blanted by idleness, and disippointment has sonred
endeavonr, can we fook for the 1enewal of thoae qualities by
[ ies of maral legerd in akin to that by which & live
rabbit is bronght out of & penuy loal, or & bncketfal of
Howera from the liniog of a bat? [t iaim ible. After s
certain age men and women are neither plastic nor reform-
able. [i we want to make them diffsrent from what they
are wa shall find ourselves face to face with that * persia-
tency of type’ which, in the moral world as in the physical
baltiea onr attempts at manipulation.

EQLLER SEATING IN AUCKLAND.

of men who deserve to fail, either by weakness of will or in-
capacity of iutellect—either by lonseness of condoct or in-
ability to stick to hard work, The industrions end resolute,
the well-pripcipled and capable, keep what they get, and
otilize their chances for more. They go on ateadily from
start to finish; and if they never rise  atep bayond their
original position, they never sink a lina below it, carrying
with them all tbrough the honour due to faithfol service
and self-respecting endeavour. Aws mere dsy.labourers they
mauage to get aloog with their poor pay and large families ;
and even when old age haa crept over them, and their day’s
work is shortened or done with altogether, they keep off the
parish, It wonld bebya atrange series of misfortnnes should
men of thie stamp be foond among the submerged tentb.
Uninstrocted and nnolearned asthey nay be, they know how to
wake for the bank when they chance to be throwa fvto the
stream of diesster, sud they cootrive somebow to seramble
oat to sowpe place of fndependent vopport. Bul those of the
contrary type, thongh they are gentlemen's sops, "Varsity
men, well tanght and intelleccually capabls, are sore to
coms to grisf, sinkiog lower and Jower, drifting farther and
fartbher, til! at Inst they are lost in the miserable morass
where sprawl the submerged in hopelems incapsacity. Then
Fartune is srrsigned as a partisl and wejnst jade, making s
favourite of one and a victim of snother, izrerpective of

Tt is different when we desl with the young. Tnherited
tendencies, donbtless, go for munch; bot ednestion, train-
ing, early impreesions, and dircipline—in short, the envir-
onment goes for more. The children even of criminals can
be made into law.abiding members of society, if taken
early enough and put into good conditions; and thongh
there will always be a percentage that *throws back’ to
the undesirable ancestry, the larger proportion will be re-
deemed. The heredity of crime ia not all in the blood. It
comes about an much from early familiarity with and edu-
eation in crime as from physiological tendencies. Change
the tralniog, and the tendencies can be weakened Lo the
point of sbsolute annibilation. When we come to the no-
tainted ehildren of the pon-criminal r, the Feld is free
sbd the outlook ooe of nbmitigated good, Take them
from their lpeuHicient auircuvadiogs, whers, no matter
bow virtnons they may be, they sod their parents
st necerealily by their sery poverly mixed wp with
dounbtful neighboors; tske them from poor food, bad
air, ignorance, iodieciplice, and criminal compapions, aod

ot tgem;lnto such conditions as we find on tha Warrpite and

indred training ships, and we have the makiog of men of
s different kind from that famous ‘ manufactory ' in Caly-
don—the creation of good citizens, who not ooly save the
ratepsyers the pecuniaiy coat of ciime sod failore, but whe

are of active profii to the State and of historie honour to
the country.

The Warspite and ber sister training ships are not for
the crimioal yoong. They are not reformatories; for no
lad who hss been convicted of theft or who has » bad
character is admitbed. And if after adminsion one is found
to ba of evil influenca to the others be is removed and sent
home, the same ax in all other earefally condneted schools,
These training ships are volontarily supporting sehools,
where the children of the virtoous poor are saved
from poasible rnin, sand prevented from drifting inlo
submergence. Upwards of 62000 boys have ben
trained and sent to sem, ete., in the hubdred acd odd
yeare that the institution bas boen in existenos. Ui these
over 27,000 have been drafted into the pavy, The reporta
sent 1o beadquartera of the conduct of the Inds in their new
employ is Almost invariably good. The healthy life aod
valnable discipline of thoes training yesra tell their own
sale ; and the recipa for vhe meking o citizons is evi-
denkly one that can scarca be bestered. hareis pn more en-
coaraging right than to eme theee embryo citizens of the great
conntry at their work and drill on board the Warspite.
Alert and ebeerful, deft, well disciplined, they g» through
their exercizes with the precision reguired of numbers,

et with the individual pl ¥ in child

enlthy, well poarished, well conditioned thronghoat, it in
a thought #ull of more than pleasore to contrast the foture
of these ladms in their two probabililies of then and mow.
Then, while atill in the slack waters of poverty, Lhay might
bavg drifted into roin; now, they are sure of honuvurable
eraployment, of sailiciency, of promotion, if they prove
themsetves fit to grasp what is put into their bands. They
Jook an if they wonld do s0. Among the whale of the
200 boys we saw on the ‘prize-day,’ oot one had = bad
eountenance, and most looked notably bright, frank, and
satisfactory. They did their work with a will | and thoogh
there was no shadow of *larkiog'—the discipline is too
strict and the surveillance is too sharp for ibat—there was
yet that general pir of enjoyment in the exeicise which
approximates tha physical trainiog of the young to their
darling heaven of play. The ship iteelf is a4 clean aa the
traditional new pin ; and the honsewife’s boast, * You ennld
eat off the floors,’ might be maid of the Warrpite’s spotlers
boards. Thbe boys were as clean as the brasswork and
woadwork, and every part of 1he ship waa ae sweel as fresh
air and serubbing-hroshes conld make it, What a sontrast
with the dingy courts snd alleys, the foul lodging-honses,
and ineanitary tenements, from which the lade had beep
taken! Ag great a contrast as that made by their regalar
honra, nutrittous food, and orderly occopationa from the
wastrel's life of the streets—that poor little gntter sparrow,
unled, unwashed, unemployed, undisciplined—trainiog 2o
bard for the prison and the sad-eyed cohort of the sub-
merged.

These are the charitable institutiona which deserve the
support of the public. To begin with the beginnipg, to
updertake the youog io the forming kime of their lives, pro-
micen s0 much better things than any afier-tinkering with
the damaged vessels of time and matuority ean give, 1n
teaching the young how te gain an honourable livelihood we
are raising the character of the nation at large. To ereate
ove peaceable, Jaw-abidivg, and industrious citizen is there-
fore to create many ; aand, * Lord, we koow what we are,
but not whbat we may become’ is emphatically trae in its
best sense of the boys turned oot by the Warepite and her
siater traioing ehips—those boys who are afterwards to be-
come men, English eitizens, and the fathers of families.

THE MOTHER-IN-LAW IN REAL LIFE.

Wit was it, when I wed my wife,

‘Wished me a long and happy life,

From tionble fies, nnvexed by atrife !
My mother.in-law.

‘Who was it tanght my wife 10 bake
A lnef of bread or fancy eake,
Aud appetisiog dishes make 1

My motber-jn-law.

Who gave us connssl when we went,

Hounsekeeping money freely spent

Ua thioga for use and ornament t
My mother-in-law,

‘Who was it when my wife wan ill

Beatowed upon her care and skill,

And saved to me a nures’s bill ¥
My mobher in-law.

‘Who then wy little ones prepared
Each mern for school, whe for them cared
And all their little norrowa shared *

My mother-in-law,

Who was it when their prayers were said

So soogly tucked them into bed

And, tjll they slept, benide them stayed ?
My mother-in-law.

Whoe of my clothing then took care,

Who overlocked my underwear

And kept each garment ia repair
My mother-in-law.

Who tomes the firat to soothe my woen ¥

Who loves my friends snd hates my foen ?

Who bays my children lots of clothes ?
My wolber-in-law.

Who oft to me her aid han lent

To buy the cual and pay the rent?

Who'd gladiv see me ['renident ?
My mother-io-law.

A loviog grandmother in nhe,
A generoos friend »he’s heen to me,
For ever honoured let her Lo~

My mother in-law,



