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is extinct with the wooden ship be manwuvred so

EITHER the old resourceful, indomitable Britiah salt
long and so well, or naval architecture in Great

Britain is on its last lege, No sooner are we throagh with
one disaster than we are farnished with another. No sooner
have we warped a million pound ship at immense tost off &
Biscayan shoal than we are confronted with the spectacle of &
bundred thoussod pounder piled on areef. Scarcely have we
time Lo recover trom the loss of the Victoria, rammed by the
Camperdown in broad daylight on s smooth ses, than we
are met by the newn of the toial Joes of the Ringarcoma.
Truly the behaviour of the British fleet daring the last ten
years bas been a spectacle for gods and men. Gun ex-
plosions, collisions, wrecks, sod strandings have oecurred
with a frequency to which the ineldent of the * Tnvineible
Spanish Armada’ alone offers & parallel. Wonld it be
matter for wonder if the haggard tax payer perambulating
the atreets ol England in his uppers, should cry oot for war
in preference to disastrons peace? War with its riske, but
also with jts chanes of reconping on the foreign tax payer
& tithe of the enormons losses incarred in the preservation
of aniversal quiet.

THE old proverb, * Any stick is good enough to beat a
dog with ' might be paraphrased in this colony inte, * Any
excune serves for s holiday.” But it must be granted that
thete was some justification in giving the Auckland echool
children more or less of a holiday last Friday to enable
them to convey their exhibita to the Children’s Flower
Show at the Choral Hall in the morning, and in the after-
noon to search, with bated breath and flashed, eager faces,
for the coveted prize marka npon their Acwers and
vegetables, The idea of the Show, and the immense
puctess Bttending its execution are alike due to Pro-
fessor and Mra Thomas, to whome untiring energy and
exceellent diplomatic akill, aided by willing friends, the
Auckland children owe the great eojoyment derived from
the whole affair, on Friday and Saturdey. And not a few
grown-upe added their smiles and voices to the bubbling
lraghter aud happy chatter of the crowd of young folks who
thronged the hall. Gardening is sach & thoronghly whole-
some occupation, aud & love of flowers so elevating and
ennobling that Children's Flower Shows onght to receive the
greateat encouragement frow everyone who has the interest
of this young colony at heart. Every child can add its mite,
and & little one liviog in the heart of the city with no pos-
sibility of a garden, cheacfully set to work and grew rad-
ishea in a box, winning for them & fimt prize ! The ex-
hibits were wonderfally good, some levely flowers being
shown, early e i the time of year, and trying aa wern the
snow storms of Jasé weok. A capital band added much to
the general pleasure,

OUR colonial shopkesper 1o somewhat probe to bewall the
general duloess of colonial trade, and to speak, even if ha
does not think, envionaly of the sdvantages enjoyed by
Lovdon tradesmen, and the richnesa of the harvest to be
-resped daring the season. Buot there Is & companion pie-
ture of mors sombre hue of whose very existence few people
wre cognisant. A good season may and does mean fine
times for London shopkeepers,but when our colenial trades.
tnen think enviously of this, they should remember what
foarful Josses are sustaloed if & great Koyslty dies, or if, for
a0y reascy, the ssason turna out & bad one. Iy has been %0
this year, The season, sfter a lifeless existence of aix weeks
ooly, axpired with surprising snddenness oo the 25th or 26th

July, This we gather from English papers, via Brindlsl, on .

Batorday. Commentiogoo the failure of fashion sod frivolivy
this year, Labby says truly :—* It 1s difficult, of course, to
calcalate it accnrately, but many would be astonished were

they to know what & large distribution of money le eansed
even by u garden party at Mariborough House. Sapposing
that & thoueand women sitend this, and taking as & ridica-
lously low estimate that they each spend ten pounds wpon
thair dress for the ocoasion, this item alone prodnees & total
outlay of ten thousand pounds. To it, of eourse, has to be
added a pumber of other channels in which money is spent
through that single entertaimment, apd if the trath wers
known, aa many of the dresses ars very costly, a Merl-
boroogh Houwe garden party must mesn to trade the receipt
of elose upon thirty thousand poandst It would be good
policy for Parliament to petition the Princa to give & series
of them. More practical would it be, however, for the

THERE sesih & vory provalent idea that the emancipation
of women, the revols of danghters and what not, has bad
the resule of bringing icto contempt—so tar a4 advanced
women go—the joys snd doties of maternity, Whether
the woman who is an ardent politician, *a cantions Conser.
vative,’ or *a rash Hadical,' will make & better or & wome
wife and mother than the less modern type whose thonghta
never wanderod far from domestic concerns is m big gues-
tion. Personally, though we fully appreciate the justice
of the best 1 of the franchise on , W8 ATd nob
altogether sorry that our own chbildhood was passed in
earlier and leas progreseive days. An interest in politica
doea pot of necessity mean a lessening of interest in the
nurrery, but the garden of & man who has no interest save
gardening will ever be more beaatifal than that of the man
to whom the garden is but one of several or even of two
interesta. And surely the cases are parallel.

ONE's thoughts tend this way after reading the reviews
on what mmat be a very fine and a very noble book—Lord
Dofferin's wemoir of his mother. That the late Lady
Duofferin wase one of the moat beauntiinl, wittieat, and best
woman of the century most people knew. *Spontaneouns

A

tradesmen who are principally affected to subacribe the
necessarvy anm between themn, and, representing the matter
to the Prines, beg of him to give the garden party, and
permit them to defray the cost. This is not a poetical pro-
poattion, lnt » practical one, and in these unromsankie days,
and especiplly where the issae is 50 sarions to the poor, it in
the prackical that has to be pursoed.’

ON a smalter scale the same plan might, by the way, be

R , like spontaneoas wit mnd humour, emanated—a
fascinating, an irresistible, n fertilising foree—from thin troe
danghter of the Sheridans. Her father was Tom Sheridan,
Richard Brinsley's son, and his children had all the won-
derfol Irish beanty an well as Irish charm of the family.
But (says her brilliant son) the chief and dominant
characteriatic of bher natnie was her power of loving,
Generally speaking, persona who Jove intensely are seen to
concentrate their love npon a single object ; while in my

ther's case love seemed an inexhanatible foree. Her love

tried bere. Wellington has ita ion, bat Auckland with
hristchurch and Duvedin rarely get a ‘sesson’ save in
race week, when the fleet is in, or—if he be hospitably in-
clined —when & Governor is in residence. Suappose, for
instance, next enmmer if Lord and Lady Glasgow were in
Auckland the shopkeepera were to beg to be allowed to
defray the cost of a garden pariy and ball at Government
House, Wonld the epecnlation psy? Decidedly so, we
shonld say. Besides, as these aflairs are done, the coat of
the experiment would not be excessive. Still we shonld
acarcely like to ba the delegate sent to propose the matter
to Lord Glasgow., He ia uesually good-tempered enough,
but—well, the interview wounld probably be Fevely.

IT is & decided pity that we colonials are so hard to rouse
on the question of eanitation and eanitary reform. Every
now and then we hesr of one or other of onr greater civien
claiming the very questionable h of being one of the
worst drained and most ineavitary cities in the colony.
There is a sensation for a day or so and then the matter
dropa again. Dubedip is for the momens to the fore, but it

. waa only the other day we heard growles from the Welling-

tonians, and Auckland s certainly wise in keeping a dis-
creet ail on the The drainage of Anckland is,
we imagine, as bad a= it is possible for any drainage to be.
In Daanedin the medical faculty are endeavonring to rouse
the public to some conception of their trae The

for her horse, for her dog, for hexr bird, was a passion ; and
the affestion ahe lavished on me, on her brothers, siaters,
relations, and friends, was as persistent, all-embraci
perennial, and indeetractible as the light of the san.”

-]

WHEN he has racorded ber demth, Lord Dofferin brepka
into the following pardonable threnody : * Thua there went
ont of the wotld one of the aweetest, moat beautiful, moat
wnccomplished, wittiest, most loving and lovable human
beiogs that ever walked the earth, Thers was no quality
wantiog to her periection ; and I sgy this, not prompted by
the partislity of a son, but as one well acquainted with the
world and with both men and women.’ Even from bis
babybood this wonderfal recolleetion of bis mother seems to
have fixed itelf in hia memory, ' as her loving, radisnt facs,
which was my chlldhood's Heaven, as indeed it never ceased
to be, bent over my eradle.’

AND yei there are women who despise the mission of the
mother ! For the world, for homaaity, for posterity—for
any of those grandicee objects sbout which the *new'
womankind are concerned—what greater work cap any
woman perform than to train her ehildren, if with children

fatility of appealing to the humorously termed *proper
officials’ has, of eourse, been recognised mand proved in
Danedin sy elnewhere. The persons snppesed to look afrer
such matters at present certainly do not adequately fulfil
the duties of their pozition. It is poerible, of course, that
they are not able to do so, but in more cases than one we
wot of, the conduct of the ®proper officials ' would lead an
inaocent body to believe they didn't care.

Take, for instance, the casa quoted by the Chairman of
the Medical Association ip Danedin :

He had been going through the fAre in connection with the
lerkage of sewage water on to hia premines After a great deal of
difticulty and trouble, the Board of Health (Members of City
Couneili took the matter up. and under the enpervision of the city
eurveyor a full inguiry was made. The piDes were examined
and the cesenit was examined. with the result that a report was
aent In that there waanot.suiflcient evidence 1o provae the necessity
for any interference. After that report was eent in Lhe speaker
proonred a eumple of the drainege. which he produced to the
mesting. and it was handed round for inepection. (The sample
waa contained in & bottle. and waas a dirty green liguid. and upon
the cark being extracted hy Dir. Colguhoun & mild exploxion fol-
lowed.) There was, the Chairman added, absolutely no one tosee
the law was carried out.
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80 moch for Dusedin. Now for A Last

she is bl d, as this ther t d ber son, and to leave
behind ber gst thoee she knew and loved such a
memory ?

Now that New Zealand and France bave both awakened
to the monstrous ivjustice acd iniqnity of the present
divorce lawe, considerable amazement and & good deal of
instruction may be got from  passing glimpee of the
marringe and divorce iaws of the world or of some of ihe
countries thereof. And as the Speaker jostly ssyw, the
marrisge laws of the civilized world show no lack of variety.
In Hostia you mast not marry if you are over eighty, or if
you have bad three husbands or three wives already. Why
the interdict should fall on the Jourth marriage, and not on
she third. 16 were hard to say. In Ronmania, sfter divores,
You must not marry agein. Italy, at all events, is more
logical, and says you must not be divorced at all—a rnle
prodoctive of mueb social mischief which the corions may
study in Bignor Mantegazza's book sbeat the choice of n
wife. Bombh Carolina is of one mind with Italy, though jn
forty-six States of the American Union divorce is re-
markable for its simplicity and despatch, Roomsaia,
which forbids the divorced to re-marry, in incongracuaiy
ready to dissolve marriage, if convinced that married people

» friend of the writer complained bitterly to bim of the
conduoct of bie neighboors whosa habits wers so filthy as to
utterly bar description here. The condition of the next
door premisea and yard were such and the stench so in-
tolerabls that though they nsed carbolic by the tiz, both
men and wile felt deadly sickly, and wera scared to death
of typboid. Appeal to landlord bad dons no good ; for cer-
talo veasons an immediate * mave’ was niterly impossible
without very setions Gosncial iota—lose which could not be
afforded. At his request & letter was seut by the present
writer to the city officiale, whom be supposed looked after

such matters. There may have been some mistake, bat not.

t dwell tog in umity. Ko Franes ill-treatwment of
& woiber-iv Jaw is suflicient ground for divoree ; but, tn the
absence of defioitione, we do nut know whether this offence
includes the traditional eatire to which the mothers of
wives are exposed. If m French busband applies such an
epithet an *canaiile’ to bis wils in the presence of ber chil-
drep, she can divorce bim, but if the busband gets a divorce
on the groond of bis wile's infidelity, she s still linble to
{wprit t for the misd

But woree remaicy behiod. If France is backward in ve-
eognising woman's individuslity, the bad emipetce of sheer

the slightest attention was pald to the latter, No
weas received, and 5o epquiry even made into the affalr. A
for the condition of Avckland drinking water, it is too dis-
gustlog to imsgioe what the water from Western Springs
musk becowme it & short while,

rep belonge to Portoge). A married wormo, In shat
benighted land, * may not publish ber Liternry works with-
out ber busband’s consent.’ It is esay to jmagine the
domeatio tragedy which must spiing from & tyreony so
RTO8N.



