
NELSON.

Dear Bee, August 15.
A very enjoyable

LITTLE DANCE

was given by Mr and Mrs Wright at their residence. Auckland
Point, last week. It was intended for the youngermembers of the
family, but there was also a fair sprinkling of the eiders present.
Dancing was kept up with spirit until a late or ratherearly hour
in the morning, and it is hardly necessary to say all present en-

joyed t hemselves immensely. The supper wasa great feature ofthe

evening, being of the most rrcAerr/ir description. Mrs Wright
received her guests in rich black silk and lace ; Miss Wright wore

black velvet with green velvet sleeves and berthe; Miss Julia

Wright, cream veiling with bronze velvet sleeves; Miss Gwen

Wright, rose pink veiling; Miss Heaps, pretty pink veiling; Miss
Preshaw. pink with red velvet sleeves; Miss Moore, pale blue;
Miss K. Dnncan. soft white silk; Miss M. Preshaw, yellow and
brown ; Misses Cachenaille (two), Houlker, Harris,Tennant, Peer-

less, Howley, Corrigan, Edwards, Messrs Wright (two), Levien
(two), Corrigan, Tomlinson, Mackay, Woodward and anumber of
College boys.

The formalopening of the

NEW CENTRAL SCHOOL

took place on Monday afternoon. There were quite a number of
c itizens present, including the Bishop of Nelson and Mrs Mules,
the Mayor and Mrs Trask. Judge and Mrs Robinson, Messrs Fell,
Sharp, and the Revs. J H. Mackenzie. Evans. Kempthorne. Bond,
and several of the city councillors. Owing toMr Graham,M.H R.,
being unable to leave Wellington,the opening ceremony was per-
formed by the Mayor (Mr Trask), others speaking being the act-

ing chairman of the Town School Committee, the Rev. J. H. Mac-
kenzie, the Bishop ofNelson, and Messrs Fell, Sharp, and Talbot.

Die
MASONIC BALL,

owingto the prevailing epidemic of influenza,has been postponed
until some time next month. The Football Dance, however,
comesoff on Friday and promises tobe an immense success.

OUR PEOPLE.

Mr Graham Vining, the organist of the Cathedral here, has gone
tothe Empire City for a well deserved holiday.

Miss Munro, of Blenheim, is at present in Nelson, the guest of
Mrs Roger Kingdom

Yetanother
PROGRESSIVE EUCHRE

torecord, this time at Mrs Roger Kingdon’s. and a very pleasant
time was spent by all lucky enough tobe asked. Thegames were

kept up with much spirit until about half-past ten, after which a
most delicious and dainty supper was discussed. The players
were Mr and Mrs Kinsrdon. Mr and Mrs Thornton, Dr. and Mrs
Roberts, Mr and Mrs Theodore Glasgow. Mr and Mrs L. Adams,
Mrs Bunny, Miss Pitt, Miss Munro (Blenheim). MissC. Jones, Miss
Porter. Messrs Pearce. E. Mackay, Lunn. Wither, and Lewis.
The first prizes fell to Mrs Thornton and Mr L. Adams, the
boobies being Mrs Roberts and Mr E. Mackay.
boobies being Mrs itoberts ana Mr Ki. MacKay.

Phyllis.

SHARP BOYS AS INVENTORS.

If everybody had his due the idle boy might be almost as

celebrated as that well-known author, ‘ Anon.’ For it is at

least possible that there are several more or less close

parallels to the incident of Humphrey Potter and the

steam-engine. Little Humphrey was an attendant onNew-
comen’s engine—a sort of link between the steam pump and

our modern engine—and his duty was to open and close a

valve. But Humphrey was an idle boy, and he saw that
he could save himself the trouble of attending to his work
by fixing a plug on a part of the engine that came to the

place at the proper time by the general movements. He
accordingly did so, and by his ingenuity thus made the im-

portant invention in Newcomen’sengineknown asthe ‘hand-

gear.’ Humphrey Potter didnothing else that we know of ;
but Edison, who invented a contrivance similar in one re-

spect to his, has followed up his success. When the great
American inventor was a boy he was engaged as tele-

graphist at Shotford, in Canada. He was night operator,
and he had to report

‘ six ’ every half-hour to the circuit
manager. The object of this rule is obvious—it was to pre-
vent an operatorsleeping whileonduty. But young Thomas

rigged up a wheel with Morse characters cut in the circum-

ference in such a way that, when turned by a crank, it
would write the figure six and sign his office call. As

the watchman undertook to turn the wheel, the youthful
telegraph clerk could sleep with safety when so disposed.
Who can say what influence the little success of the auto-

matic call had on Edison’s future career ? A few years

later, while still a boy—for he was only seventeen—the

famous inventor worked at Indianopolis, where he completed
his first successful telegraph instrument. It was anauto-

matic repeater—an instrument which transferred the

writing from one telegraph line into another without
the medium of an operator. This was immediately
recognised as animportant achievement for one so young.
At this time, too, Edison was thinking about his

quadruplex system —a system of telegraphy by which four
distinct messages, two in each direction, may pass simul-
taneously over a single wire. He did not perfect it, how-

ever, until some years later. . . . Brunel, of Thames
Tunnel fame, is said to have invented, at the age of

twelve, a nightcap-making machine, which is still used by
the peasantry in that part of Normandy where he was born.

It is singular that, many years afterwards, when be was

about to begin the great work of his life, he made a contri-

vance for cutting and shuttling cards without the aid of the

fingers—an invention that was produced ia reply to a play-
ful request by Lady Spencer. Of living boy inventors there
are doubtless many. It is well-known that working-men
make many time saving appliances for which their masters

get the credit; and what is true of men is true of boys also.

The writer, however, knows a young mechanic of sixteen
who has already, through his father, taken outa patent for

certain improvements connected with lathes. Several of
the apprentices where he works are also inventors, but not

patentees in any sense.

Some amusing things happen at children’s Sunday classes.
Last Sunday one of the assistant teachers was endeavour-
ing to impress upon the youthful mind the reasons why t.he

sun could not have been created by man, and must therefore
have lieen the work of God. * What would happen to a

man if he could get near thesun ?' was asked by the teacher.
A diminutiveurchin on the front row immediately piped up
with : • He’d get sun-burned.’

In the spring a young man’s fancy
Lightly turns to thoughts of how

He can get the suit he's after

Without paying for it now.
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THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE.
THE PIONEER OF NEW IDEAS.

The Bothersome Shift Keys, the Foul and Expensive Ink Ribbons,
the Vexations Double Index, and the Crazy Alignment—ALL
DONE AWAY WITH. For Simplicity. Durability, Strength.
Beauty, of Work, and all that makes a Machine Valuable, it is
PEERLESS, Call upon or write.

Geo. M. Yerex, National Mutual Buildings, Wellington.
JohnChambers andSons. Auckland.
J. M. Hay woodand Co , The Square, Christchurch.
J. Wilkieand Co. Dunedin.

THE NEW ZEALAND

GRAPHIC PREMIUM
ANOTHER

SPLENDID BONUS TO SUBSCRIBERS.

BOOK WORTH £2 7s. Od. for 10s.

The Proprietor of The New Zealand Graphic has great
pleasure in announcing that, encouraged by the general apprecia-
tion of former premiums offered to Graphic subscribers he has
made arrangements to offer them a Handsomely-Bound Volume
of the

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND.

CONTAINING 700 PAGES. NEARLY 200 ILLUSTRATIONS.

The published price of the ‘Early History ’ is £2 7s 6d,but in

order to increase the circulation of the New Zealand Graphic
and at the same time place within the reach of readers ofthat
journal the singularly romantic story of old New Zealand, the
book is now offeredwitha year’s subscription to the Graphic for
325. (To be sent to the subscriber by post.)

-THE -

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND
unfoldsa strange story of British pluck and adventure, of love
and hate, of crime, of war and bloodshed, and of peaceful Chris-
tian effort and self-sacrifice. The book traces the beginnings
of Anglo-Saxon colonisationin these islands, and gives a graphic
picture of that wild life which preceded the complex civilisation
which has grown up in these later years and which differs little
from the condition of societyDrevalent in lands where the people
havefallen heirs to the labour and thought of many generations
of their fellow countrymen. How different was the state of
society, how strange the conditions under which the first settlers
of New Zealand lived and worked to lay the foundations ofa new
order ofthings in a landwhere barbarism reigned supreme, the
events recorded in the pagesof this book show.

PANORAMIC VIEWS

—OF—-

EARLY SETTLEMENT

At BAY OF ISLANDS, AUCKLAND, TARANAKI, NAPIER,
WANGANUI. WELLINGTON. NELSON, CANTERBURY,
AKAROA, OTAGO—With Scenes and Sketches of the

First Streets and Buildings.

Full List of Names of Early Settlers.

When ordering, send Postal Notes to the value of 325„ which
will secure a Presentation Volume of the ‘ Early History of New
Zealand,’ and the ’NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC,’for 12 months.

H. BRETT, Publisher, Auckland.

COMING EVENTS

A Choice and Varied Selection of WEDDING, INVITA-

TION, CALL, VISITING, MENU, and other CARDS. Get

your Club’s Printing done artistically in the latest Continental
and American styles.

All Orders (town or country) receive prompt attention, and arc

charged at the lowest possible remunerative rates.

Address : MANACER CRAPHIC OFFICE. AUCKLAND.

C'f ENTLEMEN’S VISITING CARDS-100 best ivorvM Cards with copperplate for 10s, or 50 fo 7nM.-Gkaphic
Office Shortland-stroet, Auckland.

A. WOOLLAMS & CO., | 147 QUEEN-ST.

LADIES’ TAILORS.
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REPUTATION.

That is our strong point.

Our Blends have

A STERLING REPUTATION.

They are known far and wide as being

ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE.

Years of the Fiercest Competition have only served to

STRENGTHEN THEIR FAME.

OW they stand AHEADin the very FRONT RANK—

Peerless, Unassailable.

Our large business has been built up by faithfully and
persistently sticking to the one grand principle— QUALITY

Quality and Value we have ever striven for, and shal
continue to strive.

The following areour Brands and Prices : —

Dragon 3s od

Houdah 3s Od

Kangka Valley 2s lOd
Elephant 2s 8d

Crescent 2s 6d

Buffalo 2s 4d

Empire 2s 2d

Ceylon (in lead) 2s 0d

Mikado 2s Od

Empire Tea Company.
W. & G. TURNBULL & CO.,

PROPRIETORS,

WELLING-TOK
.

I GUARANTEE TO CURE
THE NERVES AND THE BLOOD

Says HERR RASSMUSSEN.
The Celebrated DanishHerbalist

And Parisian Gold Medallist, of 547 George Stront
Sydney, and 91 Lambton Quay, Wellington, N Z •
and no greater truth has ever been uttered, judging from thethousandsof testimonials Bent to him by grateful curedg’oo* and Nerve Sufferers, whom his

7wSrid -renowned
HERBAL ALFALINE VITALITY REMEDIES haverestored toPermanent Health.
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CeAebrated ALFALINE VITALITY
o

a£® a Certain Curelor Weak Nerves, Denressorf

®Pj.r VSDebility, Weakness otthe
andNerves. Special Powerful Course,43.. 6d-.07d7.Ti
Course,235.6d.; Smaller Boxes, 12s. .nd65.; posted.

7
Hi. Purely Herbal ALFALINEBT.OOD PILLS...

unsurpassed as • Blood Purifier andBlood Tonic? Y*
K

His ALFALINE UNIVERSAL PILLS .re unexcelled

r,"™:'.".V.w'S rM.?l,lalatB peoQllar Ladles.

_
K,,,ner Pill",Rheumatic Pills Asthma and

Cooeh lulls, Pile Powders, F1e.1.-Pr.d.K Polrder. G.*.uPowders, Varicocele Powders, Fat-Reducing Powders

« weTCrth7,T£!r?t’»»»Oerrkl"
nd

freec^ok.hXe”hL-"i^,^„^d»,;l7
HERR RASSMUSSEN,

91 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON, Q. |

LADIES’ VISITING CARDS—IOO best ivory Cards with
copjmrplate, 10s, or 50 for 7s 6d. Can be supplied saineday

—URAPHic Office, Shortland-street, Auckland.;
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