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before the public during the past week, with in.

teresting and, it is to be hoped, rot nninstractive '
reaulzs, Pablic political mestings convened by women
have been held in Wanganui and in Anckland, aed though
neither one nor the other is likely to prove of any gpreat
or immediate political importanca, both are worthy of more

THE political woman has been somewhat prominently

than passing consideration and attention. Considerable
capital has been made,by those te whom politieal activity in
wonian is an shomination, out of the fact that the Auckland
neeting was 8 divided one, and that the proceedings were
of the class uanally described as *lJively.' It is certainly
to be regretted that the want of a little tact and jadgment
should have given the hard-dying conservatisw, which die-
believes in the advancement of women, so excellent & peg
on which to hang exapggerative and damaging reports, At
the asme time, it must be remembered that the faulte of
the meeting have been, to say the lenst, made the most of,
while such virtoes ss it possessed have been entirely
ignored.

ViewED dispassicnately, the meeting was no worse than
many (we cannot say the majority) of those held and con-
vened by men. The personalivies exchanged betweea Mm
Daldy aod Mrs Collings were neither better nor worse, wiser
or more foolish, than those which we hare heard exchanged
many times when maaculine political disputants - have
warmed to their work. And though a platform interchange
of amenities between two epeakers, where one doubts the
enmpetency of the other's judgment, and that other responds
by callivg the antagounist to order aud to retract, may
amuse rather than edify the publie, yet it is unfair to make
mountaine cut of mole hills just becanse the moles on this
occasion are of the feminioe gender. It is, nevertheless, n
pity, & very groat pity, that tbere shonld have been mole
hills at all. Mountaine may be climbed, and though those
who are prepared for them do not do so, mole billa sre easy
things to stumble over. Oune cannot help remembering, too,
that we once heard a good deal from women abont the dis-
ceditable maooer in which mer bickered, aud sqoabbled,
and loat their terpers, and b r | ia the di
of polities, and we were anrely given to wnderstand thab
womsaa would show man o good example when onceske began
political work. he has certainly beguo, but we yet await
the example.

But after sll, *the liveliness’—so to term it—of tha
Anuckland meeting, though made much of in certain quar-
ters, was not the point most open to eriticism—and na-
favourable criticieni. "No person who attended the meeting
or even read the reports of i, coald fail to have been struck
at the really lamentable iguorance displayed on the mub-
jects nnder discussion by the ladies who so ardently dia-
cureod them., If women desire to engage actively in
politics, they must take the trouble to arm themselves for
the fruy. Before npeaking at & public meeting oo questiona
of such intricacy and importance ss those discussed in
Aucklaod, s suparficial knowledge of the matter 1s nt lenat
wsdvisable. To get up on the platfortn and to addressa con-
veoed meeting of citizens snd siti on & qoesti
with the very radimenta of which yon are woscqusinted
fs certainly improdent, and approaches perilonaly near
to impudence and impertiuence. Yet thia the Iladies
did at the Auvckland mestivg. Many of us do not
agree with the cheap money to farmers’ scheme, some on the
groutd of lmpeacticability {p practice, others from a more
decidedly sutagoniatic point of view ; but for s speaker oo the
subject, o0 cne aide or the other, to tell m large andience
thay farmers don't wank to borrow mouey, in yoor opiaion,
argoen so fathomlesa mu ignorsoes of the subject that mll

faith or sympathy with the speaker’s ntterances and opinions
is atraightway lost. . .

THE seriouaness of this failing cannot be over-rated. Aw
another jnstance of its presant flagrancy may be mentioned
the very important matter of the Divorca Amendment Bill
which was brooght before —wa cannot may discossed —the
Auckland Women's Political League meeting. A lady on
the platform (Mra Giles) moved a resolution, *that this
meeting strongly disapproves the Divorce Amendment Bill
as introdaced by My Macgregor,’ Here was & gueation of
vital impottance to women—one of the greatest social ques-
tions of the duy. Oae might have supposed thas before
coming before a public meeting on & matter of mach wide-
spresd interest, the proposer and secotder of the mutiotr
would have at least been at the pains to have ready some
explanation of the Bill and its clanser. As & matter of fact
neither proposer or seconder appeared to have even read
the Bill, or anything about it. They were neither of them
able to offer one single word of explanation to some
one in the andience who asked what the Bill waa
about, It is only charitable to soppose the President of
the meeting was equally ignorant, Her anewer that three
yaara’ desertion constituted ground for divoree woold other-
wise have been an exceedingly unfaic and politically immoral
representation.  Of this, however, more anon.

IF the Anckland Woman’s Political T.eagae dnly leamn
the leasons to be gleaned from the somewhat questionsble
success of their recent meetiog, it will not have been un-
productive of great resalts. These leasons are ;:—That it is
utterly impracticable and abeurd for the Lesgue to pretend
to be & non-party aesoclation, and to call meetings to diseuss
distinctly party questions. That the ignorance of the very
elements of politics exemplified in the innocent supposition,
that a protest agaicat s Government messare could be dia-
cuseed on non-party lines by & non party Lody, while toueh-
iug in simplicity, is calenlated o bring deserved contempt
eod ridicnle on those who share it, That to rush before the
public with wild statements and ignorant generalities is one
of thoae privileges which shonld be left exclusively to the
male politician ; that befors women talk politics in public,
they shonld edacate themselves in practice.

IN an interesting little article recently published in one
of our cheap pericdicals an attetnpt was made to give what
are the weunal subjects of conversation among ordinary
peopls in thelr proper proportion--so much per cent. to
eporting matters, so much to the stage, ta business, to
affaira of the heart, and so on.  The writer had evidently
given hia enr to a good many pecple who had been unawnre
that it had been prevented to them, and gathered a great
deal of miscellaneous information. TUpon the whole, his
conclusions seem very much what one wonid bave imagined
they would be, except that his unsuspecting elients seem to
have had little to sy aboat the weather. To jodge from
the odde sod ends of talk that one cannot belp hearing
hetween one's fellow-paseengers in the railway mud the
omoibae, this ia surely a favourite topic, It is need, of
couree, chielly by persons who have little elee to talk abont,
or merely aa an introduction to break the ice of silence:
but it would sstonish the sound to know how largely it
wonld snter into their discourse shonld they become sick,
To the youog and strong the mattier is of no consequence -

Nought vared thisbody for wind or weather
When Youth and I lived in't together;

but to the aged and the frail it is one tull of importance.

THERK is something pathetic—though, it must ba con-
Eessed, very unintereating to the outeider (says Mr James
Payn), lu the talk of these persons about the prevalence of
east winds, or of the damp weather, which increases their
silmenta or delays their recovery ; for in bine cases oub of
ten the weather, nohappily, bas very little to do with it—
no, nor even the time of the year, though the data (that is,
the Anno Domiol) has generally m pood deal, How the
doctors would get on without this topic one ean hardly con.
ceive ; for when there in no other bope to be held out to the
chronie invalid, they always pretend to look for fmprove.
ment in & change of weather. When the warmth of
summer sats in, or the clear sbarp froats of winter, we aball
#et ralief, they say ; and let ca hops tbe recording sogel
blota out their too emooth prophecies with & tear. Thongh
in his secret beart the patient bas loog lost bope, it is
touchiog to see bow he muswers to the spur of encourage-
ment ; bow he talks of the spring weather coming very
slowly up bia way—and bow be will be * another mas ' by
widsuromer, which, indeed, he way be, and in mroother
sphere of existence.

FoRr many years of his life Dr., Johason looked with in-
erndolity apon the weather a4 havisg any influence upon
the human frame, though he seems o bave mather given
himselt away in saying, * Why, yes, Blr, 1t is gnod for vege-
tables, and for the animnls who eas thoss vegeiables, and
for the animals who eat those animals.' If any of hiv ae.
quaintanse told him it waa wet or dry, he woald atop him
with, * Pach, pooh | you ave telling ma that of which none
kot men in a mine or in & dusgeon can beignorant. Lt os
bear with patience, or enjoy in qniet, elementary changes,
whether for botter or the worse, as they are naver secrate,’
Whes the Doctor became an lnvalid, however, ha shared
the comwmon lot. *The weather, you know,’ ha writes,
*has not been balmy ; I am now redoced to think, and am,
at last, content to talk of the weathor. Pride muat have &
fall.’

DESPITE rome very distinet mannerismn fow melodrama-
tic actorn have been more popular with New Zealand aodi-
ences than Walter Howe, who wan for a0 1any years with
Bland Holt, but who recently started * oo his own.” Walter
Howe has many friends on thin side, and these will all ba
sorry to hear he has lost his brather. Poor Howe, snrely
one of the gentlest and most amiable men that ever lived,
did excellent service an » masical and dramatie critic for
many years. He was a sound musician snd & most capable
judge of acting.  If sometimes his eriticiem seemed to lack
vigonr, it woe bacause hie generone dispesition prevented
him from writing strong words which would be likely to
cRuse pnin, even when condemnation was richly deserved.
He waos an entirely lovable man, and will be sincerely
menrned and missed, We must all aympathiss most deeply
with his father, who has loak the prop and comfort of hiv age.

-4+ FroM New Zealand to London in twelve honrs, Such ia
the brilliant conception of an English merchant. The
meane ia so simple (says Picaroon, to whom we are indebted
for this item) Lhat I foncy it must have occurred to a good
many people already. Everyone knows that the world
spine rouod on its axis once in twenty-four hours. Whenee
it is clear that if you hang yourself np somewhere and wait,
in twelve hours New Zealand will be under yoor feet, and
you will anly have to step down in order to be comfortably
there. The good merchant proposes to eend passengers ap
in & well-appointed balloon, whera they will wait entil
Australasia comea ronnd., 1t is An admirable scheme. And
yet I suppose everyone will langh at it. Why?! How
many people conld explain in ten words why it will not
work ? The other day I consulbed a lady on the sobject.
She said it was & question of gravity. Which, for my own
part, 1 fonnd rather ditficuly to maintain,

MUCH may be forgiven those smarting under non-success,
and ia the Brst of disappoi it is not slways
easy to epeak moderately. One of the axaminers ab & recent
examination for & medical degres lately recaived the follow-
ing letter from a lady candidate :—

8ir,—Don you dare refuge me in i physlol h

krow I know glt about ph{;\iolngy :nflzrl:r liknul';skung%yl:oreent ::
oa do, 1 sbhall write to Mr. if you de about it. ery Hoon
ootors will he drawn only from we pure, noble-minded Vomen.
snd you vile, drunken, filthy men expelied for ever,
{Signed) .
Eveo if the lady passed in physiology she shonld have been
* pionghed ' in grammar.

THAT & surveyor's life in this colony in far from being an
uneventiul one was claimed by a gentleman of that profes-
sion who retorned last week from A survey in a somewhab
wild locality north of Auckland. He eaid that the night
before he left that district for more civilised regions, he put
up at & pmall bosh pub.  The accommodation was Hmited,
aud 8 men who arrived after he did was assigned quacters
in & sort of lean-to which did duty ovecally as & butcher's
shiop. The laat-comer, it nppeared, waa a little queer ia the
opper story. In the night, our surveyor was awakened by
®Ome slarming noises. A cat belonging to the establish-
mend, recollecting juicy meals in the lean-to, entered that
apartmend in search of her supper. Her appearaoce so
frightened the temporary occupier thereof that his miud
became com)letely aohinged. He seized s butcher's knife
and cat off the head of the feline lntruder. Then he added
to his weapons e axe snd asaw. Thue armed, he roshed
vut, gob up on the roof of the bush hotel and began sawing
awsy at the ridgiog. The surveyor mnd the other inhabi-
tants of the hoase haatily left their roowe, clad, it must ba
eonfessed, in somewbat scanty attire. They expostulated,
remonstrated, entreated, commanded, threatened, but the
ghoatly figure on the roof sawed savagely away. Mr W,
the aurveyor, took op the door-step and foog it st the man.
It bad nd effect, and wy there was nothing more to throw
sud nothing could be dove, the anzveyor torued in agsin
till moraiog. Bleep was out of the guestiun, however,

A8 aooo me it was light, m friend of the erratic man
oo the roof was fetched. The frlend was mlao = bit
queer, &nd succeeded in fodecing bim to harl the
saw and the axe at the onlookers. The kuife he would
pob part with. Then gueer one No. 2 olimbed up, sad
wayged & battle on the roof with the other queer fellow.
The surveyor urged diplomatic desling and cantiob, bat his



