
HASTINGS.

Dear Bee, July 30.
Society here is at a standstill. Hastings does not

seem keen on any entertainment unless it is given on a grand
scale, while, if people would only give small dances more often,
and becontentwith a simple supper instead of abanquet, much

more enjoyment might begot out of life than is at present pos-

sible. In other parts of this flourishing colony, 1 have been to
delightful dances where nothing stronger than claret cup was

provided, and dancing, not supper,was the order of the evening.
OCR PEOPLE.

Captain Russell's eldest son. Mr HaroldRussell, and his cousin.
Miss Gertrude Russell, have left for England. On Monday afare-
well dinner party was given to them at * Flaxmere.’ and on

Tuesday they took their departure for Wellington, where they
joined the Gothic. Miss Russell wore a plainly made tweed
of brown, with a black featherboa. and brown hat. Mr Harold
Russell’s travelling suit was of light brown, and he wore an
electric blue tie. Everyone who has had the pleasure of knowing
Miss Gertrud*,* Russell during her stay here was sorry to bid
good-bye to oneof so bright and genial adisposition.

1 am glad to say that our Mayor. Mr Fitz-Roy, is so far
recovered that he was able to go with Mrs Fitz Roy to Waipu-
karau, where they are staying with Mr and Mrs Sydney Johnston.

The sad news of Mr Charles Nairn’s death, when they were ex-

pecting to hear of his return to New Zealand, must have been a
great shock to his relations and friends. Much sympathy is felt
for them.

Miss Williamsand Miss E. Williamsare staying in Wellington.
STREET DRESSES.

Mrs Crosse is lookingvery stylish in acostume ofsienna brown,
made with a long jacket, brown hat; Miss Barker, fawn tweed,
toque to match withpale pink trimming ; Miss McHardy is wear-

ing a very pretty fawn cape,trimmed with passementerie, straw

hat with silk to match: Mrs Brathwaite, well-fitting gown of
brown hopsack, shotsilk waistcoat, brown boat-shaped hat; Miss
Nelson, dress of brown and yellow heather mixture, long black
jacket, small black velvet bonnet with violets: Mrs King
(Tomoana), black costume, toque trimmed with cornflowers ; Miss
Ogilvie Green, snuff brown jacket and skirt, pale blue waistcoat,
brown hat with feathers.

Dolly.

WANGANUI NAVAL ARTILLERY BALL.

When the Wanganui Naval Artillery give aball they believe in

doing the thing well. Their annual function, held in the Drill
Hall on the evening of Friday, the 27th July, was more than a
success—it was a triumph, and theresults must have been grati-
fying to those who toiled in making the arrangements necessary,
as their « fforts had not been wasted. The large and lofty ha 11
was appropriately decorated. The banners aloft testified io the
unflagging industry of P.O. Kite, assisted by Gunner Beasley,
who together were answerable for the effective and appropriate
decorations. In addition to the flags aloft the walls were gar-
nished with circular trophies contrived outof cutlasses, bayonets,
and other lethal furniture of proper naval type. Here a grand
mirror enabledthe passing dandy to check the errors of his white
tie and quiz the ladies withoutdeliberately staring at them ; here

a cosy room for retiring and bashful couples did duty for ‘the
milkwhite thorn ’of Burns’s poem. A special and central feature
of

THE DECORATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

was the ice grotto, which, nicely upholstered and deckedoutwith
fern and other greenery, was onemore hiding place for those who
desired to see yet be themselves unseen. In the grotto, and to

justify its name, were two columns of clear ice. four feet high
and abouta foot thick. Lighted from behind, the translucence of
the columns was well shown off. These novel features were ob-
tained from the Wanganui Freezing Works. The approach from
the floor to the stage was by meansof a stairway as wide as the
stage itself, and firmer than is usual with most such temporary
contrivances. Carpeted over, it afforded a great extension of
sitting room, and when, at intervals during the evening, it was
crowded with ‘fair women and brave men,’ made a pleasing
tableau not to be forgotten. For this useful stairway and
such other carpentry work incident to the occasion Gunner
Macleanwas responsible. The interludes for refreshments had
been well provided for by C. P. O. Dustin, chief of the catering
department; those who had not lost their appetites as well as
their hearts had reason to be grateful tohim, for thespread was a
feast for the eyeas well as for the inner man and woman. The
table decorations included an Eiffel tower and a model of the
Bombay (India) fountain in trifle, hams and cakes, with the de
vices proper to the Naval Artillery, and the usual ornamental
plantsand flowers for table decoration. Soun—very grateful on
suchacold night—coffee and tea, andsonicanti-prohibitionfluids,
with theregulationpastry and sandwiches, filled outthebill offare
first and the guests afterwards.

THE ILLUMINATION WAS UNCOMMONLY GOOD.

In addition to thirty-six Chineselanterns, there were three power-
ful Wenhamlights, each of 250candle power, and with the reflec-
tions from the sword blades on the wall and from bright eyes
helped tomake theball brilliant.

I’heprogramme was a fairly heavy one twenty-four items with
extras; the floor had been got into good order, and over three
hundredand fifty guests figuredthereon 'i’he dresses, sufficiently
fresh and tasteful, were not particularly noticeable, nor indeed
<1id there seem tohave been much attempted in the way of grand
toilettes, which perhaps accounted for there being less in the way
of failure. To the passing visitor, most of those present were
strangers andnotreadily identifiable,but the scene was

ONE WHIRL OF BRIGHT COLOURS,

bright faces, and bright eyes,thatgrewbrighter as the night w’ore
on. The night was cold, and you had to dance tokeep yourself
warm; during the intervals cloaksand wraps were inrequisition.
'l’he music, quite sufficient as it proved for so large a hall, was

provided by Messrs Gower. Richardson. Garner, and Armstrong.
To notice a few of the dresses and dress-wearers, and toplead
ignorance for omissions where inquiry failed : it is quitepossibly
invidious tostate nowadays who is the belle of the ball and at the
Wanganui ball difficult to determine, there being a wealth of
candidates. Be that as it may. Miss Cronin, in dark pink, for
favourable appearanceand graceful dancing could not be left out.
'l’he ’ Wanganui beauties’ (Miss Roddy, cream and cardinal, and
Miss Clarke, cream and amber) were conspicuous by their pre
sence. and it would be hard to choose in theircase; secnapart,
you preferred the oneyou saw. seen together you liked both best.
It. would take the courageof Paris and the wisdomof Solomon to

decide, and as we remember, Solomon proved his wisdom —instead
of making a difference and suffering for it, like poor Paris, the
Hebrew King chose largely. There wore many other Wanganui
beautiespresent.it must be remembered, only faineleas because
nameless, ail to the loss ofthereaderand the writer. But tocontinue

withour list ofnames secured : MrsChavanne was favoured in her
choice of pale blue satin ; and Mrs Foster in light brown, anexcel-
lent choiceof colour; Miss May Durie’s costume, cream satin with

t winkling jewelledadornments, caught manyan eye; Miss Tasker,
a petite in pink and maroon ; Miss J. Durio ina rich costumeof
lightblue satin and Gobelin velvet; Miss Higgle, in amber —were

identified stars in the constellation. One dress, a seventeenth

century mode, green slashedand caught up with white satin,was
l»oth suitable toand effective on the wearer, a lady whose name

was not. to be obtained. 'l’he M.Cs. and the committee. Dr.
Saunders. Lieut. Neill. P. <>. Gordon and P. <). Willis, Hon. Sec.,
Captain <’lapham, and Gunnerslx>ve and Bell, had every reason
for satisfaction at the outcomeof their labours at and ‘ After the
Ball.’

CHOPIN'S TWELFTH NOCTURNE.

Beyond the realm of being and of pain,
1 pward and onward Hits my charmed soul,
Captive to the ineffable control

Of music’s wonder-worker. Every strain
Of this heaven-nurtured harmony is rain

To the parched glbee of memory : a rcroll

Whereon are graven cabalas that roll

Floods of bewildering transport on the brain.
In joy’s whirlpool I revel as I soar,

And from the ether heights whereto I climb,
List the sound waves sweep back from Lethe’s shore

In lessening cadence toward the strand of Time.
Deeply in the Circean founts I dip.
And with the wild winds mix in fellowship.

A season, and throughout my spirit runs

A pang of awesome desolateness, lent

The sombreness of some dead firmament
Of cinerated worlds and buried suns.

And then the presence of long-vanished ones—

Soul-fellows ere youth’s heritage was spent—-
(Hides palpably anear. lam content:

My grasp Infinitude no longer shuns !
A moment, and a mighty sorrow, born
Of exaltation’s excess, casts a pal);

Tears start, as drops of Nature’s grief at morn

Adown chameleon shafts of sunlight fall ;
My being quivers ’neath the sweet duress
Of pain more joyous than earth’s joyousness !

John Taylor.

JUST LANDED AND TO ARRIVE,

a beautiful assortment of BALL PROGRAMMES, CORDS

and PEBCILS, also MBHU, WEDDING, INVITATION

VISITING and other CARDS at tho Graphic Office.

ALL. ORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION.

THE NEW ZEALAND

GRAPHIC PREMIUM
ANOTHER

SPLEHOID BONUS TO SUBSCRIBERS.

BOOK WORTH £2 7s. 6d. for 10s.

The Proprietor of The New Zealand Graphic has great
pleasure in announcing that, encouraged by the generalapprecia-
tion of former premiums offered to Graphic subscribers hehas
made arrangements to offer them a Handsomely-Bound Volume
of the

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND.
CONTAINING 700 PAGES. NEARLY 200 ILLUSTRATIONS.

The published price of the ‘Early History ’ is £2 7s 6d, but in
order to increase the circulation of the New Zealand Graphic
andat the same time place within the reach of readers of that
journal the singularly romantic story of old New Zealand, the
book is now offered witha year’s subscription to the Graphic for
325. (To be sent to the subscriber by post.)

- THE -

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND
unfolds a strange story of British pluck and adventure, of love
and hate, of crime, of war and bloodshed, and of peaceful Chris-
tian effort and self-sacrifice. The book traces the beginnings
of Anglo-Saxon colonisationin these islands, and gives a graphic
picture of that wild life which preceded the complex civilisation
which has grown upin these later years and which differs little
from thecondition of society prevalent in lands where the people
have fallen heirs tothe labour and thought of many generations
of their fellow countrymen. How different was the state of
society, how strange the conditions under which thefirst settlers
of New Zealandlived and worked to lay the foundations ofa new
order of things in a land where barbarism reigned supreme, the
events recorded in the pages of this book show.

PANORAMIC VIEWS
—

OF—-

EARLY SETTLEMENT

At HAY OE ISLANDS. AUCKLAND, TARANAKI, NAPIER,
WANGANUI, WELLINGTON, NELSON, CANTERBURY,
AKAROA, OTAGO—With Scenes and Sketches of the

First Streets andBuildings.

Full List of Names of Early Settlers.

When ordering, sen<l Postal Notes to the value of 325., which
will securea Presentation Volume of the ‘Early History of New
Zealand,’ and the NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC,’ for 12 months.

H. BRETT, Publisher, Auckland.

suffering from Nervousness, Headache, Nausea,
Pains in theBack andLimbs, andcomplaints in-

cidentaltoFemales, nn hi oini it
should consult Ulla Wnlull I

for and

B a ■ B ■ obstructions from

■ 111 ■ whatever

■ M io/and 20/per box,

Address— Wki.leslkv St. East, Auckland

P.O. Box 243.

A. WOOLLAMS & CO., jn 147 Queen-st.,
LADIES’ TAILORS. AUCKLAND

3 S
„

■r. g X. \ C \ \

Hl
= §

-
JO® '

i
“

i Jtw*'
x- r g, - Z CJgL»w
I« t yJr if

n ? rl >
-§ £ / ■ — /(
i it X I--

5 -w
-

YOU PAY
Your Tailor for Style

Your Physician for his Skill

And the Teacher of your Children for his Knowledge of
Language, Literature, or Music

And you probably would not object to pay us for our skill
and experience in the

ART OF BLENDING TEA,

But as a matter of fact we give them to you GRATIS !

To prove it yourself, you must TASTE OUR BLENDS.

You can buy a single half-pound packet, if you are

incredulous.

The following are our Brands and Prices:—

Dragon j 8 Od
Houdah 3 9 Od

Kangra Valley 2s lOd
Elephant 2s 8d

Crescent 2s 6d
Buffalo 2s 4d

Empire 2s 2d
Ceylon (in lead) 2s Od

Mikado 2s Od

Empire Tea Company.
W. & G. TURNBULL & CO.,

PROPRIETORS,

THE

NEW
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T V P E-

WRITER.

THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE.
THE PIONEER OF NEW IDEAS.

'l’heBothersome Shift Keys, tho Foul andExpensive Ink Ribbons
the Vexatious Double Index, and the Crazy Alignment—ALL
DONE AWAY WITH For Simplicity, Durability, Strength

that makes a Machine Valuable, it is
PEERLESS, Call upon or write.

Geo. M. Yeke.x, National Mutual Buildings, Wellington
JohnChambers andSons, Auckland.
J- Heywood and Co . Tho Square. Christchurch.
J. WiLKiEandCo. Dunedin.

LADIES’ VISITING CARDS—IOO beet ivory Cards with
copper plate 10s, or 50 for 7s 6d. Can be supplied same day—graphic Office, Shortland-street, Auckland.
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