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WAIFS AND STRAYS.

—_—————

To know & truth well, one must have fought it out.—
NovALLs.

Bimplicity ls nature’s first step, and the last of art.—P.
J. Baluey,

Thero is no great geniua free from some tincture of mad-
ness. — SENECA.

Idleness travels very leisorely and poverty soon overtakes
her. — HUNTEH.

He who derpises mankind will never get the beat out of
others or himrell. — ANON.

They are never alone that are accompanied with noble
thooghts. —Sig PHILIF BIDNEY.

If liberty with !law is fire on the hearth, liberty withount
law ia fire on the loor.—HILLARD.

No man will ever amount to muach who tabonrs ander the
impression that somebody elss ia always in his way.

* Weel, friends,’ said a Scotch clergyman recently, *the
kirk ia nrgently in need of siller, and an we have failed to
got money hooestly we will have to sce what a bazaar can
do for na.’

LIKE A CHOWDED ’HUE,
The world e like a crowded “bua ;
A few good men. perhaps,
M;{ find & eeat, but most of us
ust hang on by the straps.

MiLiTARY SALUTES.—The military castom of saloting by
brioging the hand into & horizontal position over the eye-
brows ia aupposed to date back to the tonrnamenta of the
Middle Ages, when, after the (Jaeen of Beauty was en-
thruned, the knights who were to take part in tha sports of
the day marched past the dais on which she sat, and as they
passed, ahielded their eyes from the rays of her beanty.
The prineipa! part of the offi zers’ aalnte—kis<iog the hilt of
the sword —dates also from the Middle Ages. When the
crusaders were oa the maich to the Holy City, the koights
were in the daily enstom of ;lnnting their loug two handed
awords upright o the ground, thereby forming a cross, and
before these they performed their morning devotions. On
all military oceasions they kissed the hilta of their swords in
token of devotion to thacrom —for the prayers of the soldiers
were considered of such effizcacy that they were mude mo
essential part of their daty.

A Bawv's EViDENCE —Here is a story vouched for by a
London joarpal, showing how a small baby once got his
moather into serious ditficulties and then made amends by
getting her out of them again. It seemus that a poor seam-
tress with a child in her arm3 was tried for the thefi of
three gold coine. Bhe said in defepee : —'1 went to my
employer's house on tusiness. I carried my child in my
avme, as it is ow. I was not paying attention ta it. There
were several gold coins on the mantel piece, and, anknewn
to me, it stretched out ita little band and seized three
pieces, which L did not observe nntil I got home. 1 at once
put oo my bonnet and was going back to my employers ta
return them when | was arrested. Thia ia the molemn truth,
as I hope for héaven's mercy.' The Court canld not believe
thin atory. They npbraided the mother for her impudence
in endeavouriog to palm off such a faleehood for the troth.
Hot she ac pertinsciously asserted her innocence that a
novel experiment was made in her favour. One of the
ofliciala proposed to repew the acene described by the
mother.  The gold eoine were placed on the clerk’s table
The mother was requested to reanme the pesition in which
she stood at her employer's house. There was then a
breathless panse in conrt.  The baby scon discovered the
bright coins, eyed them for & moment, smiled, aud then
clutched them in ita fingers with & miser's eagerners. The
mother waa at once acquitted.

AN EcveTiAN WEDDING,—Among the wedding gifts of
the bride, a pretty little maid of fifteeh, were three diamond
tiaras and fifty-six shawls | Her bedroom, which she fur-
uished hersell, wan very beautiful ; thera were cut glass
bowls sod pitchers on the wash-staod, fine linen towels
heavily embroidered in gold, s silver toilet set on the dresa-
ing-table, und on the little table by the bed, a gold tray,
with gold pitcher and enps to mateh, and many other
modern Faropean articles abont the room, showing that the
Egyptian woman is progressing in some direction at least,
notwithatanding her limited environment. There in na
church ceremony for the bride; the groom goes to the
mosqne snd praye, she meanwhile walting for his retaro,
seated on & throne in ber apartment, and gazed at by meny
richly dreeced women. A wedding affords them oue of the
few oppartonittes they have for diepl v ing their possessiona
to each other, and they improve it. When the bridegroom
came the trembling bride arose, her vell was put aver her
fuce, sod from an opposite door the procession entered—
eonochs carrying torches, singing-womep, and then the
groom, dressed in & conventional modern Koropean dresa-
ruit, He wai s good-lookiog fellow of tweniy-two years.
He bad been edoeated in France, and had imbibed many
progressive ideas. He advanced to the bride and raised her
veil, seeing thus her face for the first 1ime {what an anxioos
moment 1). lcoked at ber intently for & moment, and beat
over and kissed her. Cougratnlations from thase present
ensued, and then ull were ready for the wedding feast.

YIOLETS OF BPRING,

WHAT s moat liks the beauty of their face ?
Or where on Nature's palette lies the hna
Cau dominats their airy, tender gracat
I it the tint of soft and misty blne
‘That coatas the ruddy riponess of the plum
Ere yet the tonch of spoiling band hae come?

"Tia not the glow of summer akies at noon,

‘When white winged clogds make nzure deeper siill,
Noz when at midoight 1he fall- orbed moon

Sends o'er tha tide her stiange, magnetic thiill,
And the far gleam of beaven’s burnished floor
To glowing aapphire deepens more and more.

Bat they bave caoght amang their perfumed sheavea
Th' ethereal tint the porpling evening sende

Q'er moor and mountain, floed, and folding leaves,
Ere alow, through paling skies the pight descends ;

‘When golden clouds ﬂeyond the distaat hill

Stretch weetward, and tha earth grows darkly »till.

‘Their odour fills the winding woodland way,
Aund tloats in silence o’er the meadow sweest,
Like matin incense at the break of day,
‘When all earth koeels at her Creator's feet ;
‘Thia tender bl too, its guilel prayer
Sends mounting upward on the morniog air.

And like the sound of witching music past,
Ur wind that mormurs in the snmmer trees,
Or echo, where some careless sione is cast—
It fills the heart with thrilling memories.
(Old passions stir beneath the vagne regretm
That brewthe from cluatering lips of violets.
Mgs 8. H. CoaLE

THE NEWVW ZEALAND

GRAPHIC PREMIUM

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL
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MEDICINAL YALUR OF APPLES.

! The medicinal value of apples Is not half apprecisted,
anid Dr. J, L. Selkirk. *To men of sedentary habite whose
lives are sluggish the acida of the apple serve to eliminate
from the body noxions matters, which, if retained, wounld
make the brain heavy and dull, or bring about janodice,
skin eropticos and kindred evils. The malic meid of ripe
apples, raw or cooked, will nentralise any excers of chalky
mattar engendered Ly eating too moch meat, It is alsp
troe that such ripe froit as the apple, pear and plam, taken
without soger, diminieh acidity of the stomach rather than
provoke it, as ia popularly bot enoneonaly sopposed. Their
Juices aro converted into alkaling carbonate, which tend o
connteract acidity. .

BMALL STEAM KENGINKS,

Doring the last fow years several makes of small steam
enginea have come into extensive uss for varinos kinds of
work, but, oolike the general class of ateam engines, they
are worked in conjunction with small oil-fired boilers. They
require practically no skilled attendance, are easily manip-
nlaied, entirely sntomatic in operation, and, after having
been once started, may be said 1o take care of themsalves.
The oil bumt ooder the boilers is introdoced into tha
furnaces in exactly the required quantities to maintain &
eertain steam preesure sad snpply, end the pressure itself in
mads to exercise all the funetions of & controlling attendant,
reducing or cutting off the oil anpply when & set limit of
presaore is attained, and again turning it on when shere ie
a fall below that limit.

TRAMWAY GAS MOTORS IN GERMANY.

Two syetems of street cars, {0 be driven by coal gas
motora, have besn davised. The care, made by & Swiss firm
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and hate, of orime, of war and bl whed, and of peacefnl Chria-
tian effort and self-gacrifice. The book traces lhe beginnings
of Anglo-Saxon colonisation in theee lslands, and gives a graphie
picture of that wild life which pre: the complex civilisation
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havé fallen helrs ta the labosur and thought of many generations
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EARLY SETTLEMENT

AT BAY OF 19LANDS, AUCKELAND, TARANAKI, NAPIER,
WANGANUL WELLINGTON, NELSON, CANTERBURY,
ABKAROA, OTAGO—WrTH SCENES AND SEETOMER OF THE
FiRBT STREETS AND BUILDINGSE.

Full List of Names of Early Settlers.

When ordering, send Poatal Nobee to the value of 32a.. which
wlll ascura a Presentation Voinme of the * Early History of New
Zealand.’ and the ‘NEW ZEALAND GRAFPHIC, for 12 monthe.

H. BRETT, Publisher, Auckland.

for the Neuchatel and 8t. Blgise line, weigh six tops sach,
earry 20 passengeis, are driven by an 8-horse power twin
88 motor on one of the platforms, and esneume from 24 to
35 cobie feet of gas per mile run.  Saificient gas can bs
earried for a roond trip of six miles. Lo & car made on the
plan of Herr Luohrig, of Diesden, 10 reservoirs carry from
45 vo 65 cobie feet of gan under & pressore of mix atmos-
pheres, the two engines—each of 7 to 8 horse power—are
onder the seate, and 29 passepgors can be accommodated,
Oi the reservoirs, two are on the roof, the others under she
body of the ear.  For a line of five miles, the total cost of
construetior and equipment is estimated at £30,000 for &
goe railway, £38,000 tor an electric railway, and £28,000
for & horse rallway. At Germaun prices, the ronning x-
penses are conriderahly leas with gan than with electricity,
and somewbat less with eleetricity than with horses.

COLOURS AND MICROEBES,

A scheme for extracting the eslowring matter from
microbes hea jost been put forth by M. {isston Spencier, a
toreign chemist. To eany oot this ccheme it is necessary
to enltivate the microbes on gqnite m commerecial scale,
Microbe farma will b the indisy ble adjonet of
every relf-iespecting dye factory. The nutritive broths and
coltures, which at present mre prepared in stealth and
private laboratories, will be dealt with in soup kitchens and
ateyilired in bulk. The bacillue will no longer, ssys the
Pail Mall Gazetie, drag out a precarions existence in the
face of persecation, but will be fattened np under conditions
which beat snit him.  When he has laid on pigment in snfi-
ciently large guantities the liquid he infests will be strained
off. He himself will be pressed nad dried, and finally tieated
with chemical agents capable of removing the colouring
matter which constitntes the secret of his strength mad of
his power to do barm. Hitherto we have not got anything
pat of the microba that is worth baviog, bot it looks as if
we are goiog to get the bent of him at lask, and at least torn
him o eome commereial acconnt.

TOOTHACHE.

Mr Main Nichol, in & commuuication to the fenial Re-
cord, advocates some new remedies for the varioua forma
of pain familiar 10 most persops under tha above heading.
The dall, constant n.chinT doe to periosteal infammation is,
he thinks, more effectoally relieved by means of & compara-
tively fresh aconite leaf, than by the tinctnre of aconite,
the foriner haviog greater strength and mora persistent
acvion. Thegum over the inlamed root being dried, s piece
of the leaf of n suitable size is cot, and this is simply preased
into place, where, ab & rale, it will remain as long ne cap-
sicom plaster. Leaves may be kept moist in & tin box with
B tight Huting lid, 1 the interior of which is & damp sponge.
In pyorrbea alveolaris & common symptom is an intense
itching, slmost akin to paio, und perbaps more intolerable,
provoking a constant desire to rob the gnma, This provitis,
probably the resuls of the ehronic gingivitae, is homologous
to eczema and readily dicappears with the employment of
one of ihe eseential cils, notably that of peppermint, need
as & month-wash or toothbineh tinetare. By the way, we
may remark that m great improvement upon the ordinary
toothbrush whers medicaments are to be mpplied to the

nm, either with or withoat massage, is 1he so-called *in-
seltruct.i'ble toothbrosb,” in which 1he bristles are replaced
by indiarnbber, which was invented by the Iate Mr Napier.
‘Where pulpa are acately inflamed Mr Nichol advocates the
heroie treatment of drilling into them with the dental engine
sad maintaina that the rellef obtained morn than compen-
satee for the palnof the opevation, Perhaps it does; butis
must snrely be rare to find & patient willing a second time
to anbmit to s similar proceeding without an armstheie.
On one point everyone wilt agree with Mr Nichol, viz., that
the exhibitlon of a little sympathy, if it will not relieve
pain, will go far to enable the patient to bear it with forti-
tude. The sentiment expressed that avery dentist onght to
have had his teeth atopped is one that will probably be re-
echoed by most who have been unfortnnats enough to it in
a dental chair,



