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"There waa s very enjoyabla little
IMPROMPTU DANCE
held last Thursday ln Scott'd schoolroom. Thoge present were Mra
Mackay. in black atlk and jet: Mra Lightfoot black silk; Mre H.
Kingdon. green veiling with bands and puffed sleevea of darker
greeh velvet; Mra harta, rich yellow velvei with
of darket shade; Mrr J. Sharp. biack laca with red eilk car-
sage veiled with black lace: Mrs Howie black velvel; Miss
Jones, black, vink sleeves: Miss Q. Jones, deep yollow crepan;
Misa Curtis, pink veiling with n velvet sleeves ; Misa Munro
(Wanganui. yellow brocade ; Miss Porter (Glsborne), deep butter-
cup eilk velled with Black lace: Mimm Gribben, black lace and
ailk; Misa Dugdale, tich black velvet and white lace; Miss
Gannawsy, blue veiling with bands of yellow satin ; Miss Leﬂgam
white crépon with ereen Emdplra bow ; Miee Colling, blue velling ;
Misa E. Mackay looked deci edl{ the beat |n the room wowned in
pale heliotrope hopaack with frills of embroidered chiffon ; Meassts

Mackay (two), Broad, Colt. Marshall, Catley, Duncan, Devenish,
Lepgatt, 1itt, Moors, Dr. Roberts, etc.
Mﬁ:s Broad had nli the mothers of the children who sitend hep

dancing class, to afternoon tea last Saturday, and to watch the
children dance their

BHIRT DANCES.

Eight little Fiﬂﬁfl\l[saes Fell, Glasgow, Ledger (twol, Little.
john, Boath, Blackett, and Harria—danced the (ireek Dance, and
ihen the French Minuei. 'They went through the dances most
gracafully, and thelr pretty dresses added not a little to the
beauty of the seene, ILater on the childran daueced the Lancers.
the etfect of the wide skirts being very pretty. The
afternoon was decldedly the solo danced by Miss Molly Blackett
apd Miss Kthel Ledger. Thelr dressea blended so well together,
and tho time was perfect. iss Molly Blacket: wore & pretty
green accordion-pleated gown with black lace frifls and saeh;
Miss Ethel Ledger, a deep buttercup secordion-pleated froek with

reen rilk sash ; Misa Elsie Booth wore a sweet frack of palest
Ehm veiled with cream epotted muslin: Miss Mabel Glasgow. a
protty striped grenadine, green rilk sash: Miss Maggie Little-
john, forget-me.pot blue_muslin; Miss Phyllia Fell, buttercup
accord jon-pleated gown ; Mies Mabel Harris, bright E"m muslin
Minre Joy ledger, dark n acordion-pleated, with pretty pink
gauged yoke and sleeved. During ithe afiernoon tea, cakes, eie.,
were handed round.  Amoog those present were, of course, Miss
Rose, who in connection with Mize Broad has tanght the children.
She was gowned in black mervellleux with hlack valvet sleeves,
collar. etc: Mrs ger, black eerge. with lovely warm cloak of
cloth richly trimmed with fur; Mra Glasgow, brown tweed with
Easscmenter!a trimiming, Jittle bonnet en swife: Miza Atkinson.

lue aerge ; Mrs th, red cloth, chic red bounet; Mrm Blackett,
black cluth gown, little bonnet with touch of lavender; Mra
Harris, black serge, bonnet cn xuite ; ‘Mrs Levien, Mrs Temlineon,
and Mra Littlajohn all wore black ; Mrs Thorntan, Cheviot tweed
with beaver trimmiog, Jittle togue ; Miss Fell, brown cloth, with

ink silk yoke veiled with black lace incertion, large brown hat
gdisa Lavien, black with bands of white veiled with black lnser-
tion om the corsage, straw hat with velvet and quills,

OUR PEOPLE.

Mias Rose, who for the last three months has been in Nelson,
lenves for Wellington on Friday. :

Dean Howell and hia nigces (the Misses Garrott) have come to
Nelson for some monthw, They bave taken a furnished house

are.

Mr and Mrs Ward from Wellington, arestayiog with thelatter’s
wigter, Mrn ger.

Mra and Misa Fenton (Thunedinh are estayiog im Nelson for
}hemwinber monthe, for the rake of the warmer climate for the
alter.

Another of our old settlers departed this 1ife lnat week—Mr C.
Bigg Wither, of Hichmond, & bas lefia large family of sons
and daughters to mourn their loss.

PHYLLIS.

FEATHERSTON.

f Delayed. )

Dzar Brs, JuLy 8,

1am going to tell you some of our Walramps nows.
Last Thursday the

WAIRARAFA HUNT CLUR

held thelr Stecple Chane meeting at Tauherekau. The day was
perfect, and a great many people wera thure, The course being
very allppery there were several nesty falls. Amopgst tha
number. Mr Fred Pearce, one of cur moat popular gentlemen
riders, chme to grief at the sod wall, but had presence of mind to
erawl bohind it, and so got out of the way of the other horses,
All made pure that Mr Charles Pharazyn’s *Totus' would win the
bracelet, having led the greaier part of the way, \larl"wn &t the Iast

EMPLOYMENT FOR WINTER EVENINGS.

THE READIKNG CIRCLE.

TRE plan of thin orgnnization is somewhat intricate, yev
thera is no work entailed that is not within the competency
of its busiest member. Ita scope may be fitly indicated by
an inversion of the classic apothegm non multn, sed multim,
for it in not mneh of any one_author, bot a little of many
suthora that is songht. Perhaps the hest way of making
clear the proceedingn will be to deecribe an actnal meeting.

Aa close to eight o'clock an possible the members assem-
bled in Mrs L—'s drawing-room, and after a few moments
devoted to greetings and general conversation, Mt Le-—,
who is chairman for the evening, calls the gathering to
order. The subject for consideration is one of the anthors
of the day, and it {a the duty of the hest or hoatees to pre-
sent a biographical aketeh, and whenever possible, a por-
trait of the author. The biography wmay be simply the
condensed summary to be found in © Men, of the Igay.' or
* Women of the Time," or it may be A more elaborate and
more exhaustive article nht.aineg from some literary review.
Ot course, if the person rerponsible for the aeconnt of the
author's life and work haa sufficient enterprise and energy
to prepare an original paper thay is still better, and the
doing of this eannat too warmly encouraged. It is an
advantsge in every way.

Animportant feature of the account ought always to be o
full list of the anthor's writings, with the date of their sp.
pearapce, so that s clear view of his or her development
may be had.

Assuming now that the subject of the eveniog is Robert
Lonia Stevenson, and that the atory of his fife bas been
brieﬂgetold. his portrait presented, and any guestiops that
may be asked spswered, then follow the readings from his
bookn, These have been aesigned at the precediog meeting,
and the persons sppointed are expected to come fully pre-
pared to give a lucid summary of the book, and a reading or
two from it that may serve to illnstrate its chief ecbaracter-

istics, Tn sssigning these works careful judgment should -

be nsed.
CHOOSE A QUINTETTE.

“Treasure ILaland,’ ‘An Inland Voysge,’ * Virginiboe
Puerinque.’ * Underwoads,’ and *A Child’s Garden of
Verren” are five of Stevenson's productions which, perbaps,
as !airl]y a3 mny other quintette, represent his prowess in
the realme of Getion, descriptive writing, eseay writing and
veree. Therefore if each of these be azsigned to & different

reon, and receive anything approaching justice at their

antds, the resnlting effect ought to be to impart to any one
ot previouali familinr with the brilliant Scotchbwab an
impression of him sofficiently clear to enable the decision
to Edrnude as to whether or not he is an anthor to be culti-
vated,

And it ia just slong this line that the reading circle may
be the means of accomplishiog the most good, To busy
men snd women many of the moet promising suthors of the
day are little more than names wet with from time to time
in the papers or mnghnzines. They ktow nothing of their
relative worth, snd thiok they have not time to find out for
themeelves.

Now if they would join s reading circle, and, taking for
%mntud that the standard amthors, the Crawfords, Scotts,

backerays, Coopers, and Ternysons ate alrendy sulficiently
known, would confinp their attention to liviog Authors, they
would inevitably find their range of literary vision wonder-
fully widened, and would scon be able to step murely where
otherwise they would not dare to ventnre.

THE NECESSARY RULES.
I]The cnly rules necesenry for the conduet of the circle are
Bub 1

Fira‘b. that members shonld be prempt.
Second, that those appointed to read should be dely pre-

red.
i)‘Thi.rd. that no reading ehould occupy more than twenty
minutes.

Fourth, that the readings eshould all be finished by ten
o'¢lock, 80 a8 to sllow of some discumsion and interchange of

iium . the horse unfortunately fell, turning & a
nckily throwing the rider wall gut of the way. _All wcre wol

Tuaued to Aee ' Kiake ' tho wihbur. Now I must talk s littloof the
adics.  Therc werc one or two from Wellington. Amongst them: I
noliced Mrs A. Pearce, in a preity tweed, and hat to malch ; Mrs
Will Hidwill wore dark blue sergo drers trimmed with braid,
electric blue Logue and bleck feathers: Norman Beatham,
inilor-made tweed and nlylluh black hat: My Louls Pharazyh, who
hax juet relurned from Kogland, had on a dark twekd dross, hand-
wome jackst, and hal to malch: Miss Pharazyn wors dark brown
honeycomb cloth, brown !lckeh with beaver collar, and In
fuathor hat: Mra Stratton lzard wore black serge trimmed with
brail, and black and heliotrope hat: Mrs Hutton, very stylivh
gown, and protty bonnet:; Miw Wardell, in brown cloth teimmed
with braid, otier boa. and 1e 1o inatch. Thore wers a great
many olher ladies, amongst them M Beard, Mrs Bey, Mivses
¢'mmoron ilwo), Mikg Mathews, etc, eto, 1 cannot tel {:ﬂ any
niore of the d:'noluu! nu thare were too many to remmember, hut
overyone looked wnli and seomed thoroughly te enjoy the day.

Our little townkhlp s Ina vtate of excitement at the coming ball
o colobrate the opening of tho hew town ball, which i guitc an
imponing looking bulldicg. Our member, Mr Buchanan, ls to
aprn L,

NoxlL 1‘humd-4||.hnre In to be = hunt at ' T.ongwood.'

Mr and Men Charles Phurazyn, Mine Phatazyn, and Mes Stint-
ton Izard, are leaving for Kngland on tho 25Lh of Lthis month in the
Gothio, Weshali all be ¥oTTy to lowe Lhem froin Longwood.

Naxoy,

(_" ENTLEMEN'S VIBITING CARDS.—100 best ivory
N {ardu with copper plato for 10w, or 50 for 7s 6d.—GiRAFPHIC
Otitoe. Bhortland-street. Aucklsnd.

“The third rule ia especially important, ss non-adherence
thereto tway sbipwreck the circle. To goard sgeivst soy
such mishap there should be & timekeeper sppointed, with
full anthority to brivg to a halt oy one trespescing beyon
the limit, ewd the success of the circle will materiall
depend spon the hidelity and fmpartislity with which this
timekeepera duty in performed,

Pravioos to breakipg np, the anthor for the next meeting
must be decided npon, and the resdivgs assigned, care being
always taken whers an auothor has dome work in
different fields {as Thackersy, for instance, whose novels,
descriptions, essmys und poets must all be taken iuto
mecount) that the whole range of his genins be, if pomsible,
Teprenented.

Uf conrse, there is no obligaticn upon the slrt of any one
to play the part of critic. It is su enlarged acnoeintanca
with the muthor, oot & practical aoatomy of him, that ought
to be kept in view, and no mewber shounld feel bound ta
l;:int out Hawas when renily thera in not sufficient tims to

dicate all the sxcellences,

FIRST MARRIED MAN : *1 got to know my wifs only sbont
three wontha before I married ber.”

Second Married Man: ‘Acd I mine ooly about thres
mouthe efter.’

ANEWSPAPER ITEM.

¢ A MaN fell off from & honse to day. '
The ehnddering air
Saw a fearfu! atare

AB a soul rnshed ont of the rended clay.

You read the item, and so did I,
How a toiler trod, -
With & heavy hod,

All day from earth to the ehining sky.

He dreamed, perchance, little humbla dream,
- Of a househeld dear,
Of the evening cheer,
Of week.day clouds and of Sunday gleams.

Mayhap ha wondered if this were all ;
Ever lahour grim
Evermore for him,

Building the rich man's stately wall,

While s humble shelter, toor and rnde,
‘Was for sach as he

All g bome could be,
For the patient wife and the hungry brood.

And ro toiled on till set of sun ;
Till a throbbing head
Had betrayed the tread,
And his last day's work on earth was done,

‘We read tha line, mid the other news—
Qi the fall in gold,
Of the bouees seld, :
About politics and the boating crews—

And maybe thooght as we read : “Alas !
. In was veryead !’
And then—were glad
He was not akin, and let it pasa.

And yet somebody, somewhere, weeps,
When he comes no more
To the humhble door,

Nor heara ber wailing, but silent sleeps.

IT TAKES

A grest many people to make a World, and each player on
the Great Stage has his allotted part.

1T TAKES,

Also, 8 great many Tess 40 make a Blend, and in a Blend
each Tea has ita allotted part.

But wherens in the World some are bad or indifferent,

IN the BLENDS of the EMPIRE TEA COMPANY
nothing bat GOOD TEA is found.

To prove it yoarself, you must TASTE OUR BLENDS.

You ean buy & single half-pound packet, if you are
incredoloas. .

The followiog ere our Brands aod Prices :—

DErAGON
HoUDAH
KANGRA VALLEY
ELEIHANT "
CRESCENT
BurraLo

EMPIRE ...
CEYLON {in lead)
MIKADO.. "

=

PrYFrPYRY
EREgZERRER

Empire Tea Company.

W.& G. TURNBULL & CO.,

PROPRIETORS,
WELLINGTOIN.



