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WHALING OFF THE COAST OF NEW ZEALAND.

THE VIKING TP NORTH.

{AxE ILLUBTRATION, PAGE M )

¥ HE port of Auckland, famed thronghout the world for
T its yachting waters, has many favouriterasorta within

easy distance of the slty, bubt to thows yachtamen
who desirs & lopger cruiss none possesses g0 moch interesd
as & trip mlong the nortbern coast as far as Whangaron
Harbonr. En routc thers are many safe harbours and bays
only & few hour's sail from each other, sc that if any bad
weather is met with all that is necessary iv to ran for one
of them, and drop anchor till the gale is over. Bon Aecord
Harboar, st the Kawan Island, so well.known to yachts men,
Omaha Bay, Whaogarei, Tutukaks, Ngongnro, Whangs-
rurn, Whangamuoma, Bay of I[slands with innumerable bays
and oooks, and Whangaros, are all in tom vizited by tha
Iarger yachta doring the summer, but at the end of the
summer nona perhapa possess so moch interest as a trip to
Whangamumu to see the whaling operations of the Messra
Cook.

About two miles outside Whaogamuma Harbour, s
curious methad has been adopted by the Messrma Cook to
capture the leviathan of the deep.  Instead of the ordinary
way of catching whales with barpoons, ste, the mode of
operation adopted to eatch the whales in to net them, the
same as s dome on a smaller ecala with touilet, ste.
‘This very ooique method of whale huntivg aroused the
eoriosity of those well known yachtemen, the Bloomfield
brothers, and their yacht, the Vikiog, being all ready
equipped for & voyage up morth, started away from the
moorings off Judge's Bay. Auckland, with a fine B.W.
braeze. Bon Accord Harbour waa reached after & fine run
of three honrs, and it was here the yacht lay at ancher fer
the night. Early next morning & start was made for ¥Whan-
garei, but the wind was very light, so that the yacht did
not get inside Whangarei Heads till 3 p-m., and then went
up the river an far as Maraden Point. Later in the eveniog
she dropped down to Calliope Bay, whera she anchored for
the night. Next morning broke ©clock calm,’ 2o 1t was de-
cided to remain at auchor all dey, fishing, shooting, ete.,
aronnd the Heads to pats time awny. All handn were
ronsed ont early the next morniog as & fine eontherly breeze
was blowing, sod it waa decided to start straight away for
Whapgamumu. Soon after passing the * Hen and Chickens’
a whale waa sighted ; not Inng after two more were passed,
so the hopes of all began to riss at the proapeet of good sport.
A spanking breeza all the way to Whangamnmn resulted
io the anchor being dropped at 3.30. p.m,

This method of eatching whales ia to get them first
meshed in a net, and when they are properly tangled op to
nse the harpoon aod the deadly lance to despatch them.
The net in set from the end of & rocky islet about two miles
outside Whapgamumua aloog the cosst. It meems thab
about this time of the year the whales leave the southern
latitydes and go aloug the coast of New Zealand, and ons
of their regular tracka is to pass by this partienlar rocky
islet, and often to pass betweenitand themainland. Formerly
the Meesrs Cook need to chase after them in whaleboats, but
latterly the idea struck them that if & long atrong net were
conatrocted it would be emsier to eapture them as they
Ppassed so close to the Island. A net was made and pnt oat :
A huge whale got into it, and Mr Cock says, ‘didn't he
make & mesn of it before being captored.’ The bunters
then thought this game wouoldn't do, so inventive minde
being at work it was decided instead of waking one long
net to make a number of smaller ones ten fathoms
tquare with s aix foot mesh. These being made it was
then decided to tie them together with alight rope,
#0 that when & whale got meshed in one particalar section
it would carry away that small sectiou only, leaving the
ather ones intact. As may be imagined, atrong rope is re-
guired for these neta. They are made of two inch ropes
apliced into iron rings in lien of the ordinary net hitch, and
ara floated by means of tem gallon kege fastened along the
top of the net. The excitement when a whale geta meahed
is intense, and when one in seen from the look ont on
the fclet appproaching in the direction of the nets all hands
immadiately are in the three whaleboatsa ready for action.
Genarally the whales croise in compsny, so whilst the
Viking was thero foar came mlong and appeared to be
making etraight for the net, and fortunately one of them
came within its folds and got meahed—then the fun began.
The whale Grat slarmed by the mesh gotting Grmly fixed
over his head, lashed out furiously with bis tail, and soon
broke away the section he was meshed in. He came to the
auriace repeatedly, sod once lesped clean ont of the water
with the net tangled around hls head, and the barrel Honta
dangling nbont everywhere. The boats being now ip pur-
anit, the harpooner stends with his barpoon resdy. At the
firat chance the harpoon is driven in to make faat, thelances
are now brought into play to inHict their mortal throsta.
It ia dangerous work, but the men know their duty and
drive the keen-edged lance deep into the body of the whale.
Ouat spurts hlood from the nostrils when the whale ¢ blows,’
indicating that the lance thrust has snecessfully touched a
vital part, and soon after snother thruat or two in given,

when the whale exhanated fzom loss of blood turoa over and
dien,

DUNEDIN aoeiety
peaple will be
Jr glad to hear of
Miss Joa Riche's en-
Rgagement to Professor
Haawell, of Adelaide. The wedding
i to take place shortly,

ORANGE BLOSSOMS.

PR N—

HOWARD—OREENSILL.

ICTON was en féte on Thursday, 28th June, to wit-
P pesn the marringe of Miss Sybil Greensill, second
daughter of Mr J. A. R Greensill, of Brooklyn,
Pieton, Lo Mr Harry Jeroms Howard, of Parawhanol. The
‘bride, who waa born in Picton, and whose family were some
of the very firat residents in the district, arrived at Holy
Trinity Charch puactually at 2 50 p.m., and passed through
the poreh, which waa lined by her bridesmaide on either
side, leaning on her father's arm. Misa Linton, who pre-
mided at the organ, played snperbly, whilst the choir sang,
*The Voice that Braathed o'er Eden.’ The Rev. A. H.
Sedgewick performed the ceremony, after which the organ
pealed out the ' Wedding March’ as the praceesion entered
the veatry.

THE bride, who looked lovely and aweet, was dressed in
cream silk delains, the train, sleeves, snd corsage being
bordered with swansdowp. Fastening the train to the
skirt was B long wreath of orange blossom, lilies of the
valley, and myrtle blossom, another half wreath on the
corsege, and sprays on the eleeves, which wera made in the
gigot style with epanlevtes of rich eorded silk. A large
veil of talle, embroidered with ficsells, fell from a wrenth
of orange blossoms which adorned ker baiz, The bride alse
wore & beantiful gold brooeh with a borseshoe deeign thickly
set with pearls, mnd carried a spray bouquet of white
eamellias, Chineee liliea and maidenbair fern.

THE bridesmaids were aix in number—Misa Mary {ireen-
sill, sister of the bride, and Miss Kathleen Howard, aister of
the bridegroom, wearing frocks of pink nun'e veiling made
with elbow sleeves gathered into puffs, and banded with
pink satin ribbon, and finished off with eape frills, pink silk
hats to match, and bougaets of chrysanthemoms and as-
plenium bulbeferwms; Misa Ethel Greensill aod Miss Nina
Greensill, wearing cream nnn's veiling, and silk hats to
match, made like the elder brideamaida’ dresses, ste., and
Miss Rosy Greensill, and Misa Kitty Woodward Andrews,
two tiny ones who were born on the same day, and were
quaiotly drassed in long frocke of pink nun's veiling
gathered on to & yoke, with a eollega eape banging from the
shoolders behind, puffed sleeves edged with white vandyke
lace, aod & gollar of the same ; eknll caps of white lace lined
with pick silk ; each carried a basket of pink sud white
camelliss, and shared with the bride the admiration of all
bebolders. The bridegroom’s presents to the bridesmaids
were gold brooches %o the four elder ones, and ailver brooches
to the two smnll ones. Mr Maling Greensill, brother of the
bride, acted as best man.

THE charch was crowded from ead to end. and was prettily
decorated by the bride's girl friends, & triamphal arch
spanning the broad alsle arranged on the western aide of
the chureh for the bridal p The ck 1 was
especially beantital, being draped with lycopodiam,
and croamented with the new illuminated panel, sad texts,
finished by Mr G. W. White, and presented by himeelf and
Mr H. C. Seymonr to the church. Rice was plentifully
scattered on the bridal party and their friends, as they Jeft
the chunreh, and with the rice went all good wishes for the
future of the happy pair.

PRESENTS literally poured in upon the lmeky bride—
valoable, unseful, and oroamental—and testified to the
eateem in which ahe is held for her amiable disposition and
kindneas of heart.

AFTERNOON tea, to which only very old friends and
relaticns wera invited, wea dispensed by Mr aad Miss
Cireensill at Brooklyn. The cake was s three tier one,
beantifolly decorated, and placed on the middle of tha
table, which in turn waa decorated with arom lilies aod
white camellias, and laden with everything that was most
delicions. The party assembled consisted of Mr and Mrs
H. J. Howard, Mr and the Misasa Greenalll ([oor), M7 and
Mrs Sedgewick, Mrs and Miss Allen, M (Captain) Baillie,
Lientenant and Mra Baillie, Mr, Mra and the Misses James
Greensill, Mr, Mrs and Misa Gard, Mr and M Joha

Conolly, Mr aud Mre Jobn Mowst, Mrs and Miss Duocan,
Mr and Miss Howard, Mrr Fuller, Captain sod Mra Dalton,
Mr T. Pilcher and Miss Pilcher, Mrs Strang mnd Messrs
Gresaeill,

Mg AND Mis8 GREENSILL gave a dance in the Pallie
Hall the same evening, Mr and Mre H. J. Howard cowing
in for u few minutes to say good-bye to all thair friends who
weare not present during the afterncon. Mr Arthor Foden,
who supplied the mosic for the dance, played the * Wedding
March * when the young couple appeared on the scene, and
there wan qoite & rorh to congratnlate them and wish them
bon woyage in the ahip of matrimony. Ths bride wore ber
travelling dress of navy blue hopasck made with frilled
basque and gigot aleeves, black Koundhead togqna trimmed
with navy blue plush mod csprey, and neck scarf of white
Indian silk edged with Honiton point. The happy coupla
left daring the evening by the Rotorna for Welliogton rv
route for Wanganul, whersetor the present Mr Howard is
reriding.

—_——
AUCKLAND,
r I YHE Pakuraoga Hounds met last Satorday at the
Beoteh Charch, Tamaki, whence they passed on to
Mr Harris' farm, aboub sixteen miles from Aock-
laud. Hares were innumerable, but the day was too hot,
80 that the scent woald not lie. A brilliant day like Satur-
day bas its disadvaotages as well an ita advantages. Many
& fine snd fat posey crossed our way, but disappeared to
some safe nook. The jumping wainly consisted of stone
walls, though I did see three geotlemen, in preference to s
wall take a gate—Measrs (Gorrie, Bloomfield and Wynyard.
A drag was laid through sboant three miles of atiff stone
wail country, similar to that where pussy had been
songht ; there were of conrsa a few apills, but none attended
with any serioas resulta.

AMONGST thosa present [ noticed Mra McLaoghlin, Mra
Wallaee-Raws, Misaes McLangblin, Clayton (Sydoey), D.
Davis, Thomas, Campden Daneett, Koberts, Anderson, ete,
Mesnrs Ware, Tonks, Halatead, Harris McLaunghblin, Gil-
moar, Lockbart, Wynyard, Noaks, Conningeby, Gorrie,
Bloonifield, Dunnet, Fenwicke,

AMUSEMENTS,

MONTAGUE TURNEK OPERA COMPANY,
DURING the past week the opera smeason in Anck-

land has attracted the almost undivided atten-

tion of musical people. The performances of the
various operas presented have been attended by excal-
lent and enthusiastic hooees. * Girellé-Girelli,' in which
Miea Colley made her firat appasrance, was 80 popu-
lar that it bad to be reproduced this week, when it
again met with an enthuosiastic reception. Miss Annis
Montagaae appeared ms Arling in the production of ' The
Bobemian (:rl,’ which was twice given to large and appre-
ciative honees. In this rdir Miss Montague is seen at her

beat, and met & series of the andi e repeatedly
demsnding eccores, to which Miss Montague bowed
her mckoowledgmenta. Mr Farley's fine voire was
heard to great advantage ms Count Arnheim, sand

Mr Fred England's Davilshoo! ia & fine ani remark.
ably clever bit of character acting, and is unquestion-
ably the best thing he does. Mima Montapoe wore
some splendid dresses in ‘The Hohemian Gitl,” notably
s very bhandeome trained gown of rich rosa-coloured
watered silk draped with rich lace and embroidered with
pearls. This waa, of course, in the third nct. In the first
the uesonl gipsy dress was worn, bot Miss Montague's
gitana dresres are m veritable ereation. The gipsy who
wore one of them ino real iife wonld bs & tolerably sitluent
peraon. They are liberslly coveied with sequing, aod huye
ropes of what were preaumably pearls of a very largs and
fine order.

THE SBKATING RINK.

The frat club night of the present meason at the
Columbia Riok, in Auckland, wsas held on Thursday
Ingt. A very amart gathering sasenibled in the gaily
decorated rtink, which is ocertainly excellently man-
aged. The Honr, which was rather rough on the oc-
casion of the opening carnivel & week baforsband,
was greatly improved, beipg indeed in excellent order.
The evening was lins, but [roaty, mnd thea rvowpcon of
sharpness in the air appeared to bave an excellent effect
on the apirita of the skaters who enjoyed themaelves im-
mensely.  Professor James was uanremitting in his atten.
tion to his duties, and tha arrangements were in all parti-
culars, excellent. Amongst those present were Mra Hiteh-
enck, Mra Humphrey Haines, Mra liathlone, Mrs Smith
{Remuaera), Mrs Massey Baker, Mias Churton, Misa M.
Charton, the Misses Schertf (two), Miss Noakes, Mins
Furbes, Mina K. Ronkea, Misres Lusk {two), Miss luddle,
Mina M. Firth, Miea C. Firth, Miss Spell, Mins Kil.
nur, Mise (ioorge, Mima Hursell, Miss Power, Misa
ucklsnd, Miss M. Huckland, Misa tiorrie, and tuany
pthers whosenamen I faorget, Amoogst the gentleman were
Masara Withers, Churtom, Gordon, Forbes, Gurrie, Whare,
Dargaville, M'Cormick, Lockhart, Apderson, lawlord,
'Bullivan, and & whole host of nithera. The obrerved of
all observern were Mdlle, Gipit and her Erisnd in the re-
formed dress, which in cortainly sdmirably sdspted for
rinking.



