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Thkorsday night, ' are & much maligned class.’ The
observation i not overwhelmingly original, but so
faw parsons have bpen willing to champion the bookmalker

1 I) COKMAKERS, maid & member of the House on

you?’ Fearing something vapiessant, the witness as-
snmes the defensive, and replies : " A commission agent.”
¢ Indeed,” is the retort ; **and pray what is that? What
sort of a commission sgent are yen?!” ' On the torf,” ia
the dogged reply. *' Oh, now I begin to understand,” ob-
serves the cross-examiner trinmphantly. * You are in fact
B bookmaker ¥ The witness mutters an affirmative reply,
aund his tormentor, it may be, resumes his seat with the air
of & man who has laid bare so gross a case of human de-
pravity that say further questioning wonld be wholly soper-
fluowe. The witness having been proved in cpem court to
be none other than & bookmaker, the magistrats or jury is,
in effect, invited to regard his credit e damned throogh all
eternity.

' WHAT fa the bookmaker's crime? What evil can be
attributed to him which has not ms its fountaio-head the
system which bas given him birth? If you hear a mewber
of the upper classen declaiming sgainst bookmakers, and
you ask him what he can charge againet them, yon will re-
ceive some moch anawer As this: * Oh, they are anch
pinchers ; they give such shabbily low prices.” My reply
to thie would be that the price need not be mccepted ; that

in pablic that it is mot unworthy of notice. Mo . oD
retlection, not entirely nnmixed with reminiscencen, we think
that the hon, member {Mr Lawry if memory serves) was in
the right, The =system of betting with bookmakers is
abogt as mischievous & form of gambliog as can well be
imagioed, and for this reason we hopa the totalisator will
long reign in it stesd ; but it is the system of betting
and not the mediom that is to be condemned. The calling
is not, we admit, one of the highest or one of the
most nseful, but on the other hand it scarcely deserves
sll the obloguy that has from time immemorial been cast
mpon it. It is rank imjustice to grapple the stoek mnd
sharebroker to the heartn of society with hoops of steel, and
to thrast the bookmaker into the outer darkness—a social
pariah for whom oo came is bad enough. Both make a
living by pambling, and if there is & point in favoar of one
or the other it lies with the bookmaker in that he never
racommends any special horse to the attention of his clients,
wherens s sharebroker—well, most people have had ex-
parience of their fairy talee.

AS B class, bookmakers are considerably less black than
they are painted. There are scampe amonget them, Bs
there are in all professions, but if all owners were as honest
as the majority of the members of ! Tattersall'a’ book-
makers, racing would be n cleansr and more profitable
pastime. The fact that the totalisator is Iess mischievous
thon the bookmaker is not bacauss the latter in necessarily
a scamp, babt becamse he will bet *on the nod,’ that
is to say, on credit. The ill effect of thia is obvious.
A weak-minded mortal imasines B certain  horse
cannot lose, and that in wagering eix or seven times
his entire monetary possessione he is running no risk, He
meats the bookmaker who books the bet, to be paid by
either party the Monday after the race. The good thing
goes wrong, the moral fails to come off, a8 morals neually
do, and the bettor ia driven to embezslement in order to
meet his engagements. For some reasen or other society
has eeen fit to place much of the blame attaching to such &
catartrophe oo the shoulders of the bookmaker. This is
not altogether unnatural, but it ie desperately unfeir,. No
more serivue reflection should rest on the charactar of
bovk makers becaase their clients are mometimes tempted
to dishonesty, than Teste oo the character of the creditors
to whom one of cur hononred bankroptes bas paid & fractien
of & penny in the pound. The late Mr Moatagu Williams
was not only the moat brilliaot crimioal lawyer the lsat de-
cade has seen, and the wmost successful police magistrate
London ever had, but m miost inveterate enemy of rogues
and vagabonde of any description. He hee probably opeped
tha eyea of the {nnocent b0 more awindling humbuge and
evitdoers of all sorta and conditions than any man who has
lived during the last century. Yet Mr Williams, in his
book * Hourd London,’sticks up manfully for the much-
abused bookmaker, And since the opinion of such sn
suthority caonot be without weight or intereat, we guote it
in full in support of oar own opinion, that the bookmaker
is not »0 black as he is painted.

I Have, says Mr Montagu Williams, *alwaye thought
that it j» manifesily oofair to sbuse the bookmeker and
treat Bim nu @ wort of wocial pariab. Tuis is, howerer, pre-
cisely what is done by s great many persons. Have my
readers ever obasrved what mdvantage 1s taken of this feel-
fog in & court of law? A man steps into the witness box,
and counsel or & solicitor puta the goeation : ¥ What are

backer ; aud that, whataver else may be said against the
baokmakers, no cns wonld deny that they pay when they
loae. As & matter of fact, theyare bound to de #0, 1f they
did not sgttle every Monday morning after a racs meeting,
their credit wonld be irretrievably loss, and they coald no
lopger pursne their calling. Abeolately no graes is allowed
to them, Moreover, those who complain of the short pricea
given by the bookmaker seam quite to forget the thonsands
of pounds these individaale lose throogh not being paid.”

its tance is quite a voluntary aet on the part of the

PERHAPS the most sensible remark made in Parliameat
last week was that which eunggeated that the term * Labonr
Member’ shoold now Le coosigned to the limbo of things
for which {here in no looger soy use or necessity. Innm
demecratic conntry like this, with the one man one vota
principle in working order, and where the laboaring class
possess an overwhelming majority, it is manifest that every
member of the House is the elect of the werkiong man, and

" be he Liberal or Radi:al—Conservativea are obeelete in

Neaw Zealand—he is equally entitled tocall himeelf & Labour
Member. Those who arrogate to themaselves the title at
present, are, as the blunt spoken member who sugpgested
the abolition of the term plainly hinted, by no means those
who achieve most for the workin' man, who, to tell the
truth, stands a good chance of being killed by kind-
ness in this muach over-legislated colony. The term
* Labour Member® is indeed beginning to have a very
aocient and fiehy, if not fish-like mmell in the nostrils
of the majority of persons who take any interest im this
colony. It ia beginning to be recognised that there are
other persons besides the working men in the world, and
that those who have not had the fortune to bs born * 'orny-
‘anded ’ shounld yet in justice be allowed such crumbs of State
attention as fall from the table of that mighty magnata. The
average member of the House of Representatives has grasped
thie fact. They will ook after the interesta of the working
classes—they dare not do otherwise even if they wonld—bnt
they do not think it necessary to obatract all othar bueinesa
in cader to obtain this end. The so.called aad self-styled
labour member does, and thus earns for bimeelf a certain
notoriety snd advertisement denied his harder workiog
colleagues. If, sa Mr Crowther, M. H.R., no doubt
imagines, the abolition of the term labour member will in
any way crippla the blstant and ignorant humbugs who so
eall themselves, the sooner the very exiatence of the words
are forgotten the better.

IT must certainly, we imagine, bo deaperately disconcert-
ing to be canght spooning while sitting out at & targe dance.
So many cases have ocearred in Bydoey lately that in one
journal the soriety correspondent devotes a paragraph of
advice aa to the best mode of prevention, sloce cure there in
noae. ‘I notice,’' she says, ' At balls and ' sich " that when
you round & ¢orner And come platnp ob Phyllis and Strephon
it is nearly always & youog wman who is canght red banded,
as it were, [ mupposa the moral in—do mot ''sit cot™
with aoybody under forty (I mm speakiog to **women
¢nly," of courss), for thes young man has not been
preying on society long evough te know the ne-
thoroughtares of publie buildings, and he sporta with
Amaryllis, pot in the shade, alas| but under s forty-
horse-power glars, although there may be an coean of gloom
snd potted plaots round the pext bend. I have never—
emphatically never—canght an oldster imprinting & salots
upon mademoiselie's ear.lobes, or doing moything to make

the gronadlings giggle as they pass. Mature manhood
dossn’t amuse itsalf to amnse the publie, too, bat it dosan’y
miss the fun of the fair either, Therefors, 0 yon many
maidens who are prone to being hogged by many adorar
betwoeen Lhe dances, paose bafore you trust yoar sentimental
fortunes for the evening with & mere seedling Lothario @

OUNE of the moat interesting topics of the moment is, of
coarse, the abolition or retention of tha well-known and
popular Bellamy's. The shock of the sndden realisation of
the immediate necessity for relieviog the pressnre on the
Baok of New Zenland a foew days ago was nothing compared
to the ahock experienced by M.H.R.» whan Major Harris
exploded hia little bomb into the midast of n peacefnl Housa,
His motion that *in the opinion of this Hoose, the sale of
beer, wine, and spitituons liquors ahould be diseontinned at
Bollamy's,' came as & sarpriss—and an onplesant one
—to his fellow estatesmen. Bat their feelings ware
by nc means so strongly stirred as wers those of abeent
members who had no opportunity given them of expreasing
their nngualified disapproval of so stern and aweeping a
change—reformation, the Prohibitionists eall it.  After sll,
it would be unwise to prevent the sale of intoxitating
liguors within the precioets of the House. For not all the
New Zealand representatives are teetotallers, and if—thongh
we know perfectly weall that this never is the case—bat if,
rome drear, wet night, one of the members were to take a
lictle drop to keep the cold oot, and thenr & wee drop
more just to keep that one warm ineide, and then a
tiny tasta for luck, aod m mionte moothfal for mannars,
until be waa jost a trifle merry aod & shade onateady
on his feet, supposing, I eay, sueh an ooprecedented |
thing ahould happen, would it not be better it shonld eccur
within the sicred eunclosure of Bellamy’s, and under the
oyea of M_.H.E.s and M.L.C.a, where it might serve asa
warning and an object lessom, rather than in one of the
neighboaring public bams, whera sneh au appalling apec-
tacle as & slightly intoxicated member, would only be a sab-
jeet for ribald jokes and irreverent laughter. We cannot
bhave onr representatives langhed at or made fun of. We
must, thersfors, rethove any oceasion for the ecemy to blse-
phemes, and keep temptation pafely hidden away from the
eyea of a too condemnatory world.

S0ME people urge that the temptation should be removed
altogether from the land. This might be & good thing, bat
it muat not be 8 local affair ; one set of licensing committee
men must not be allowed to abolish drinking ahops, whilst
others encourage them. It is grossly unfair to those who
are making their living by providing s certain kind of lignid
refreshment for the publie, to close all the hotels on one
side of tba atreet, and open new ones on the other side, If -
Prohibition is a good thing for the eolonmy, let it be under-
taken wsystemstically and fairly. Perhaps mome of the
lata sittings are carried on by other adjuncts to conversa-
tion than tea and coffee, 2odn-water and lemonade. Ferhaps
if there were no littls refreshers of another kind to be ob-
tained, members would not feel energetic enongh to it
up all night buildiog stonewalls, horling dictionariea of
vituperation at each other, and talking tiresomely. They
might feel tired and go to bed ia good time, and sleep, and
wake up refreshed, and actually start work earlier iv tha
day, and get through it more annily with leas sleepy indiffor-
ence or midnight brawling. And then the session might
become m day-dream of plemsure instead of a nightmare of
toil. Let wadrink, therefore, to the sxccess of the Prohibi-
tionints.

IT has been proposed, that & bailding shonld be erected
in Chelsea, London, for the purpose of experimenting with
M. Pasteor's latest discoveries. Natorally, this haa raised
& howl onece more from the anti-vivisectionists, who
seemingly prefor that oo haman beings alone, all experi-
menta should be made. One papar—a ladies' paper, of
course, aaye :—* Mercy is, or at aoy rate sbould be auch an
essentinlly womanly virtne that this is A matter women
may well beatir themselves in withoot ceneare, and it is to
ba hoped every woman will use her influence and interest in
every pussible way to help abolish this blot on elvilization
and gross cruelty, committed in the name of science, the
horrors of which cao only be estimated by those who
nnderstand the dumb creatures who aerve and love na so
faithfolly.*

THE very colnmn which containa this appeal to women
alto containe some illastrations of the new fashions, wany
of which inflict the greatest possible crnelty on innocent
birds aod animals, Do the seals love being ekinned 7 Do
the birda chesrfully sacritics & wing, or the tender down off
their brensts deatined for the warmth and comfort of their
little ones? Do bears and other fur-bearing animals wil-
liogly lay dowa their llves to clothe fashionable women,
sud trim the winter coats of stylinh men? I trow mot.
Then lot these anti-vivissctionints devote their breath, their
iok and peper and time towards this loxorious form of
crusity to mnimals, and let mlooe experimenta which are
made, oot In mers wantonuess, mot to gratify the British
desire to kill something, but solely from » wish to core
disease, and mitigate the terrible paina of suffering humanity.
Are wo notmoch better than the beasta that perish t  Ia not
the lifs of one man possesalng an immortal soul better worth



