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WEDNESDAY,

Evideatly It ia * the thing ® this session to commenecs the
afternoon seasion by & wrangle over some uiterly unimpor-
tant appointment or official. This time it is & Mr Bezar,
and & vast deal of kime and temper were ae ueual wasted
over bim to no porposs.  Then the uwnemployed smployed
the Houss, snd Msjor Btewnrd and Mr Beddon wrgufied
ooaeiderably bot uniotereatingly. Major Staward i deadly
dnll, and Mr Seddon was too calm to be entertaining  The
FPremior shines in dobate when he gets heated, not other-
wise. Earnshaw dotermined to keep !t befors evaryone
that he is the only real friend of the *'oray -‘snded som of
toil.’ It ls perhaps becanse Mr Earnshaw has been ¢left’
cat of Ministerisl employment that he rails so loundly.
* Eaznshaw is neisy," some one eaid in the gallery, ‘but it
is the noiss of the empty barrel.'

Talking of barrels brings os to the interesting part of
Wednesday's p dings—Shall Bellamy's got Sach waa
in briel the motlon, and very hob wera the srguments for
snd againet.

Mr Mackintosh, who siould be dry, asid he had not had a
drink for [our years, and was indigoant to s degree at the
prospect of not being able to get one at Bellamy's for
Heaven knows how long.

Masjor Hurris spoke well. He reminded one slightly of
the platform Prohivitienist, bot only slightly, for he waa
never volgar or ¢ arse aa moat Prohibition platform orators
wra. It is hard to imagine Harris bloshing, bat he schieved
it when the House jaughed at his letter from o lady.

Mr Meradith’s dark and sioister hinta at the conneetion
between Bellamy’s and stons wall garrality aroused little
He Hem to & passion of virtuons indignation. There was
& manifest tendency to play to the gallery over the ques-
tion. Members said what they thought wonld sound and
look well rather than what they thogght.

Mr Crowther's remark that tobady woold atop him having
his whiaky conjured mp visions of the entire W.C.T U.
freezing oo to Mr C.'s cost tails. It was a very clever bit of
work on the part of the ' Commonsense Crowther,’ us he is
called, to ring in that fine sentiment that he was too proand
to drink at other folke’ expense. It was taking, and in the
cass of Mr Crowiher troe.

The faces of the Heliamyites were a stndy when the re-
sult waa sonounnced, but they comforted themselvea when Mr
Beddon gave notice that he would mave the * Bellamy's

Bpiritus! Liqnor Probibition Bill* bext day. * We'll
squash thas,’ was their gleetnl 00 mment. Nothing more of
interest till ths adjournment.

THURSDAY.

Mirabile dictw ! Began busioess to-day withont the nenal
childivh squabblee  Mr Smith, of Christehoreh, bobbling
over with enth for the rep of Ballamy's, asks
in an smotionsl manper, * Why, ob, why, is the wicked
traftic still going oot Hir Maories nicely and indirectly
réproves the impetuosity of this member of the Smith
family. The Bill to make Bollamy's & mere epiritlens rafé
passes ita it readiog quietly, but tronble in brewiog for
the teetotallers, The beat Bill introdnced into Parlisment
for a very long time is the festnre of the evening. Sir
Robert Stout’s Gamiog Ast ¢commends interested admira-
tion of entire gallery. Captain Ruseell shows, an he slwaye
does, that on broad non-party guestions bis interest snd
hia inflnence can niways be relied on. Excellent man,
Captain Ruossell, and firat-rale speaker. His speech
on the Gamiog Act is full of praciical com

iy & stretobiog of ministerial prerogative.  The whole of
to-day was given up %o & loog mod vindictive debate on
the subjeot. Bir Robert Stoot was in betiter form than
he bas been this aemsion. His speech produced s very
visible effect, and more than one Seddonite must bave mar-
mured, " Aimost thon persnadest me to be a Btoutite,” but
perbaps becanse lem qoalified membera of ths Opposition
lollowed, perhapa becanse of Mr Seddon’s artial appeal for
fair play, it remained at almoat. Lawyez Hell ia u very
objectionabls spaaker, and alieuated many who might on
this poiot heve sympathised with bin leader. Everyona
koows the effect produced on one by & nagging lawyer in
court. Mr Bell does mot leave tha shop bebind, and he
nags in & fashion that rasps the nerves of even those who
follow bis party. He Hem Smith is in a different manner
s irritating. He muat speak on every sobject, and though
one caan often Inugh at his spgeches, one grows mnet heartily
tired of the man and bis vapouringe. Dr. Newman's
speech waa distinetly clever and vmart. The doctor alwaya
seema to yours truly as il he imagined himsell playiog

the speech of & man who basn a knowledge of men
and thinge, one who balieves in restrictive bot not
in grandmotherly legislation, Lawry is a trifle tedicon,
as ha generally lo. Sir Hobert's evident desire s to get
some reform emtablished, and he wen more coaverts
than Mr Crowther by hie willingness to arrange matters.
General opinion expremsed is that men—and women—will
gamble & little, and that gambling on * tote’ fs much less
injurions then betting with bookmakers. Hogg makes a
very foolish speech, s somewhat pig headed speech in facc,
Finally the committal {s set down to thin day week.

Mr Hutchieson, of Dunedin, is very much in earnest con-
carning the abolition of the * tote,” and he spoke earneatly.
Certainly Mr Huatchieson does not look like & turfite, but if
ha wonid attend a conple of great race meetinga—one whers
the tote in working and one where bockmakers are raging
—he would more than probably recoguise that of two avils
the totalisator is infinitely the less.

FRIDAY.

Though to an onteider like wyeslf, the Colonel Fraser-
cum-Speakerehip matter appears to have been overdone by
the Opposition, thers are manifestly s good many people
who believe that no self-respecting Opposition could have
sat down under what appears to have been—well, shall wa

Randolph Churehill to Mr Sedden's Gladatone. Amoongat
the moat sensible speeches were i hose of ons of the Govern-
ment snpporters, who sdmitted that the Government had
made & mistake, but that the foms made over the matter
was gxcessive. The Fremier was not unnaturally for =
cholerit man cub of temper with the batiog he bad endored,
sad beginning botly was soon * tearing political paesion to
tatters.” Hin attack was farlons in the extrems, and the
rough eloguence of which Mr Seddou is master when pro-
perly worked ap brooght back all waverers. At last it was
all over, and it is to be hoped the matter may be decently
buried. Quite enongh time has besn wasted oo tha affair
to last throngh the sesslon,

COMING EVENTS
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