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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIQ

A MINOR POET'S VERSES,

(POEMS HY WILLIAM WATSBON. MACMILLAN AND CO.)
ERY sweet, vory skilfol, frequently very thoughtfal
are the lycics contaiosd in Mr Watson's slegaatly
printad volame of 150 pages, yot, witk one or two
exceptions, there seems no necesaity that they should ever
have been written. [n the work of the ordinary minor poat
wa do not look for this test of greatness, necessity, wo are
sontent to inhale the perfame of the Aower as we pasa sod
to make no inguiry concerning it. We accept it becanse it
iw there ; it pleases on that it shonld be thers, but we do
not ssk how it is thers or why. Bat to the author of
! Wordaworth's Grave’ it would ssem on mceoant of that one
poens that we might fairly apply s highar standard of
criticism. It s the indefensible right of the aritic to
demand from any writar work aa good as he has done, and
it is in the ethics of eriticlam that he shonld demand it.
Beautifal as thess lyrica are, they lack both the strength
and directnass of that posm which conld embody four true
eriticisms in as many lines, Not that Mr Watson's postry
was ever »o remarkable for ita robustness an for ita delicate
insight and axactness, He is a critic, it may ba said, beiore
he in an artist, apd o artist before he ia & poet, bot he is n
poat for all that, and, if not of the first, at any rate of the
second order of maguitnde. Listen to bhim at his best in
this volume :
LiIFE WITHOUT HEALTH.

Behold lile bullded as & goodly house

And grown A maunsion ruinous

With winter blowlng thraugh its crumbling walls!

The merter paceth up and down bis halls, .

And in the empty honra -

Can hear the tatteriog of his towera

And tremor of thelr baios underground.

And oft he starts and looks around

At creaking of a dlstant door

Or echo of hi= footfall on the floor,

Thinking it may be one whom he avwaits,
And hath for maby days awalted,

Goming to load him through the mnuldcring gates
Oul somewhere from hiy homs dilapidated, ’

One of the most intereating poema of the collection is in-
scribed * To Edward Dowden : on receiving from him & copy
of the " Life of Shelley,”” tha poet

whom at laat tha aoa

Gave to the fire, from whose will ernis the winds
Teok him, and ehcok him broadeast ta the world.

In this Mr Weatson traces his own descent from Shelley
throngh Keats to Wordsworth. It s corions he mskes oo
mention of Rossetti, who muat be reaponaible for—.
Onward the charlot of the Untarrying mﬁVe-s, -
Nor day divulgea him nor night cooceals ;
Thou hear'st the echo of unreturning heoves
And tbunder of jrravocahle wheels
And eager fluit'ring of life'a ignorant wings,
The amouldering infalicity of man '
Ome connterpolsing orlent sultry kise, °
These verses aro Roseetti undilated, and they fall rather
curionsly from the lips of a sioger who a year or two back
was st the peins of peinting cut to what extent that poet
was over-tated. A good desl of the inflaence of Tennyson
ia also discernible, snd indeed, even in his best work, it
cannot be said that Mr Watson strikes a note which ia
puiely and decieively hin own. No doobt be owes much to
the sathor of Michael, the parity and sapeness of even his
moat trivial numbers bear witness to the fact, bat he owes
bardly less to Tenoyson, who tanght him the urt of melady,
and Homsetti, who lent him colour and bloum. Whether he
will aver arrive at & bote distinctly his own, {a & qneation
wa should not like to answer either one way ot the other on
the evidenes of the volume before us. Meanwhile, Mr
‘Watson has given e a book full of the grace of Anlahed
workmanship, and which judzed by any standard short of
tha highest cannct [ail to aronse oar apqualified admiration
aod pleasure.
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~SPLENDID BONUS TO SUBSCRIBERS.

—A— . .

BOOK WORTH £2 7s. 6d. for 10s,

‘The Proprictor of THE NEW ZEALAND (FRAPHIC has greal
leadurs in [og tha ¥ the g 1 ap] in
on of former promiums offored to (RAPHIC wubscriberd he has

n}n&e arrangements Lo offer them s Handsomely-Bound Volume

of the

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND.

CONTAINING 700 PAGES, NEARLY 200 ILLUSTRATIONS.

The published price of the 'Em{ History 'in £3 7a 6d, bt in
order to increasn the clreulation of the NEw ZEALAND GRAPHIC
and at the sgame time place within the reach of readera of that
Leumll the siogularly romantic story of old New Zealand, the

00k is now offered with a year's aubacription tq the GRaPHIO for
324. (To be sent to the subscriber by post.)

— THE —

EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND

"unfolds & atrangs atory of British plock and adventurs, of love .

and hate, of ctime, of war eod bloodshed, and of peaceful Chria-
tlan effort and self-sacrifice. 'The bhook traces the beginnings
of Angio-Saxon colonisation in these islands, and gives a phic
picture of that wild life which preced e complex clvil tion
which has grown up in these later years and which ditfers litile
feom the condition of society prevalent In landa where the people
have failen Leirs to the labour and thought of many generations
of their tellaw countrymen. How digerenl: was the stats of
society, bow strange the conditions nnder which the tirst settlers
of New Z ad lived and worked to lay the foundations of & new
order of r.hi::ga in a land where barbarism reigoed supreme, tho
events recorded in the pages of thia hook show. .

r 7 PANORAMIC VIEWS
. —OF—

"EARLY SETTLEMENT.

AT BAY OF ISLANDS, AUCKLAND, TARANAKI, NAPIER, _

WANGANUL WELLINGTON, NELJON, CANTERBURY,

ARAROA, OTAGO—WITH BCENES AND SEETCHEA OF THE

FIraT STREkTs AND BUiLDIRGS, .

Full List of Names of Early Settlers.

‘When ordering, send Poaial Notes to the value of 325, which
will recure a Presentation Yolume of the “ Early History of New
Zealand,' and the ‘ NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC, for 12 months.

H. BRETT, Publisher, Auckland.
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District Lands and Surver Office,
Auckland, June 11, 1ED4,

T s hereby notitied that the under-
mentioned TOWN and RURAL LANDS
will bo subrmitted for Hale by public auction, at
the Land Oflce, Auckland, on WHEUNKSLAY, -
the 1lth day of July prox,, 8t 11 ¢'eleck A
BCHEDULE.
TowN OF NeanUawamta—Section 130, Ir Tp,
npset price £5 17a 6d, -
ParisH oF TiTIRANGL—Section 176, 4a 3 7p,
upset price £2318a 6d; 17;, ba. £25; 178 ba. H
178, ba. £256.

PARIBH ARARIMU.—Hectlon 164, 10a, upsat
price £10. .

FIRHT-CLASE LANDS-ROONEY COUNTY.
. ParisH ORUAWHARO.—Section N. 172, 103a,
... upmet prica £175 10a; 191a, 63a 2r, £115 17s &L
N. pb. 172, brokon to undulating foreat jand,
contalnlog 207 zroen and 389 dead kauriirees;
Hection 1914, about 8 acres fern and bush, re-
meinder containg 59 green keuri trees and 168
totara treea. Bolh lets lic Irom 4 1o § milca

fram Hekaru. .

TxnmA oF SaLE.—Ono-fifth of the puorchase
moncy to be It oo the fall of the hammer,
mod the balance within ) days thereaiter.

GELUHARD MUKLLER,
Comissigner Crown Landa,
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AUCKLAND,

ALIV307 AHLTVIH ® LNIINIANOD

DreiiNs BUBMITTRD,

(11TH JUNE, 1894}

¢ WELL, what's going to win the steepls ¥
* I guera it's mn open race.’

Buch was the only topis beard A
Beforn ths Northern Chasa, o

‘Tl sk Jack Williamson what he thinks
In beat for nr to back,” .

‘ Why, Despined will win, bar secidenta,
And Balute comen next,’ says Jack.

What's that npetanding young bay horse
That I}ionie Morrigan rldna% ¥
By Jove | he moves along the conrse

With fast and rapid strides.

That’s Bomibardisr st the North Shore trained,

And I 1thiok he'll get & place,
And there's that old black horse Sealtheen,
Bat he can's go the pace.

Bombardier's knees like footballs blown,
I fancy ho will fall,

For he is bound to bang himyalf
On every fonce and wall,

Fishmonger's looking very fit, . ;
And ro s Cingalee, i
Both Potentate and Crazy Eate
Are lively aa can be.

'ﬂ;a flag goes down and off the:
EBath doable hurdles fiy, e
Balnte and Fishmonger take tha lead
With other good ones nigh.

Argund the course and up the hill
’Cross post and rails they came,

- Both stone and mud walls they clear waell

» And the water jump the same.

The pecond sod wall and water jump -
Are ¢leared in splendid style, -

And yet the pace is none too-slow

 Althongh they’ve gope & mile. .

The second round is safely past,
When Salate he stops to think
Why he the water junmp should pass
ithout a drop tu drink,

The stroggle now will seon commen
Them’% be some rpilla I fear, =
The horsee all are tiring fast
Except thia Bombardier,

Deapised’s all out and nearly done,
Though Shaw is grafting still .
To rousa the one-eyed bay along, . “

As they surmoant the hili.

MeKinoon now to gain a bit,
Goes for the inside rail,

Denpised and Fishy both eome down
And the others past them #ail.

Alick Williama, now on Crazy Kate,
Comes rushing down thae hill, s

But Morrigan on Bombardiur,
In sitting very atiil. .

* Bombardier wina? «No, Crany Kate T
Is yelled by backers loud, ¥ .
‘ Bombardier wins, bar sccidents,’
Ia shonted by the crowd.

‘And nu they race aronnd the bend

Both joeks ply whip and steel,

- But Bombardier the faster proves

As to the end they speel.

Just here, the excitement getting wild,
Ap homeward bound they ron ;

Hut very soon the bettlog crowd
Kuew Crazy Kate was dane,

And then again the & oes g
'As Bomb his 1ast aaar taken,
'He'll come down, I'il bet a ponnd,’
Mot he; he's won the race.’ '

And 0 the shonting grew in power
Till almost on the jamp, .
Then nuddenly dead milence reigne, A
And many a bheart did thump, -

Bes Dicky Duder on the conrse,
‘Hu pearly fainta with joy, T
As Morrigan takes s good *troag puoll,
Then yells ont, * Over, boy.*

* He's over then,” the o

wﬁom;nrdler walks il:.r’ Roet op
bat did I any I What t§ 11
I alweys thonght he'd IPI:IE.E'°

The dividend waa Bve pounde ©
It made the Bhore bop;- lnd.'o'
And many a tound of Walker's beat
The lucky backers bad,

A very pop'lar win it war,
The Burkes desarve to :vln.

They're real good eporta—1 tike their [
Although Floql’. V;l’;‘ tin. ® their tack

J. W, Macoire

THE GREAT NORTHERN STEEPLECHASE.



