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:- *THE FRAGRANT PINCH.'

——
BY WILLTAM FRANCIS,

T11.L man had wll he could enjoy,
Ha had not joys enough,
Nor fully could each senss smploy, -
Till fortune gave him snuff, R
ORIGINALLY snnff was osed an & medicive, and not sa »
loxmy. Physiciana were acensiomed to recommend it for
the elimlpation of *gross and petoitazy humours from the
brsip,’ to relieve headache, toolhache, ophthalmis, and
scme parslytie and sporific eomplainte Upwards of 300
years EC, Hippocrates nsed powder of herbs as sunff in
diseans,
Antontoa Musa, pbysicisa to Auogustos Craar, names
many disorders of the body in which he deemed anuff bene-

she Spectator, whars the qunestion is with reason demanded,
*Woald it nos employ & belnaprenil, enough if, inetesd of
laying etarnally with & snoff box, he spent some part of
Eil time in making one? In thosa early days snoff was
mads by robbing & roll of tobacco on & brass grater, then
fixed in all snoff boxes ; tha tl’nll:I . ":,:;:g weed :h“hl:c‘kn
800 ap in & samall # or sbell, p 1) ')
of tE:dh-Pnd. acd was F:::o:ﬂ'ed up the no-npmin an old
comedy by Thomay Baker, entitled * An Aect at Oxford,’
and produced ia 1704, & bean remarks to young lady
named Arabells that be earries sweet snuif for the Isdies,
and produces the box. *A spoon, too,” cries the fair Arm-

bells ; * that's very gallsnt ; jor to wee some peopla rua their
fat fingera into »
fork.'

‘Tha ooe of the fragraut plosh has not been restricted Lo
those membern of society who *take & world of paine to

x in ms DADSOGDS &3 esling without e

mode of inhaling it :—* I diew my snufl-box, repprd it,
tock snuffl twiee, and eontinaed my dirconrse in my nwnal
attitads, my body beat forward and my furetioger stretched
ooL' Indeed, wheosver Gibbon was going % say a good
thing, it was obegrved that he announeed it by & complacent
tap on bis sooff box. Both Fope and Swift indulged in
snoff.  Addison, Bolingbroke, and Congreve were also
amnug ita devotees. Hobert Baron ook souff, and & box
which ke presented to s friend realised in 1825 at a public
waction £5 Darwin the naturalist used snoH to stitmolate
his breda doring workiog honre  That be might oot take too
many pinches, he kept a jar of snatf oathe halitabls. Thedis-
tance between Lhe hall and his atady acted as & check npon
aver indulTnee. But the chiok of the lid of the snoft jar
wasa familiar sound 1o the family. Bometimes, when in tha
drawiog-room, Darwin woald snggest that the stady fire
must be borning low. The family smiled ns he went oot

ibly to replenish 1t, bat really to get a pinch of snoff.

prove that bodies can exist sans brains;' but
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ficinl. Anlus Cornelivs Celsus, who lived and wrote in the
same aze with our Savionr, advites snoff in pains in the
head, in apsams, lethargy, sud hysteris .

QO=ne ninch of enuif relieved the vapoured head,
Removed the aplcen, removed the guaimlsh A%,
And gave a brisker turn Lo female wit.

Fifty years Iater Aveimus, a celebrated physician, of
Rome, preacribed for the same complainta remedies in power
tu incite soeezing. It was in this way that our modemn
enuff (powdered tobaces) was intraduced into Freaoce.
Catherine de Mediei, in eommon with ¥rancis I1. and other
members of that royal family, ruffared from obstinate cepha-
Iagia. Io the year 1560, the French Ambascador at Lisbon,
Jean Nicot, haviog relieved beadache in hisn own person
with the powder, presented some, grated with his own hand,
to her Majeary, who at the time was longing for a new
remedy for her headache. At once her Majesty obtained
relief, and the cepbalic virtne of the remedy was so solidly
established that the French people of high degree indulged
in the fragrant ploch.

BNUF;‘-TAKINQ IN ENGLAND.

From France the habit of snoff-taking soon fonnd its way
into Eogland, and thongh introdoced aa a medicine apeedily
became koown aa & luxury, Eutler bears teatimony to the
fact that the Cromweliian aainta were not averss to its uee,
when he wrote : . X

He had adminlatered s doze

Of rnutf mun dungus to hia nose,
And powdered the inside of his sknll,
Instead of the outward jobbermole.

But thoogh mnaff-taking was practised in Eogland early
in 1be seventeenlh centnry, the habit did oot become
keneral until after the Reesioration. As the eighteenth
ceotory advanced emonff-takicg became universal. The
snnfl-box was everywhere in requisition. There was no
eecape trom the ooiversal speeze, Jo the etreets, in the
theatre, in churches, in every place whers peopls wmet
together, the little box was always in evidence, and the
odour of eouff filled the air. At that period the snufl-box
was an abeolutely neceasary part of the egolpment of every
fioe gentleman. In the Fatler, Steele Hdicules the affecta-
tion of & fine gentleman aod apcstrophises him thom:—
*Thou dear outaide, will you bs combing your wig, playiog
with your box, or picking youor testh? In Oldbam’s poems
(1682) & hanger on of & stupid nobleman s satirised thoe :—

There's naught so tucan oAn soape the Raltering sot;
Not hly lord’a enuff-box nor his powder pot,

Baker in hia eorﬁody of Hampstead Heath {s severe on the
bean, and dexcribes bim thoe:— .
A wig that In full,
An empty akull,
A box of bergatuat,

A very ccmmendable sogpestion fn advaneed o Nu. 43 of

stateamen, whrriors, Artista, poets, and even divines, bava
Slamied guilty to s liking for wnoff. Waa it not said of Sir
oshua Keynolda by Oliver Goldsmith :
When they talked of their RnnhnulsiCurrgnion. and stuff,
Heo shif bia trumpat and only took enoff.

Perhaps life mwight have boeu & gloomier thing to Dr.
Joboson il he had net enlivened bin visws of it with an oe-
casional stimolas of & pinch. Yo fond was the ! great
Cham * of the grated ponder that he need to take it out of
his waistcoat pocket instead of 8 box, He bad a box,
however, for in 1he Lichlfield Museum yon can see & box
that onee belooged to the lexicographer in the miscell nnecna
sollection of Johnsoniau eurioa. Gibbon, the historian of
the ' Decline and fall of the Roman Empire,' was an exces.
nive snnfi-taker, nnd in one of his letters thos describes his

Great generals bave boen weak on thie point.  Frederick
the Great, for lostance, osad to take o much anaff that he
bad bis pockets lined with leather, and mads withoot
corners, as 1hat they served as souif pouchos. Snunlf boxes
to carry abont with bim he wonld not be bothered with,
but on the manteipieces of his palaces they found their
Eroper places. Une day Frederick raw a page helping

imeel! to s pinch. *Good spoff that,' said the king.
* Excelleat, mra ' *Then take it ; it is too small for both
of an.” There is another story sbout Frederick it which
the laagh is on the other side. Connt Schwerin was pre-
reuted by the king with a anaff box, which had a donkey's
head painted onderneath the lid. Next day at dinner the
King aaked the Count to give the Dochess of Brupewick »
pinch ont of his new box. ‘What an excellent por-
trait of Hin Majesty,' raid the Dachess, as sha glanced
at the lid ¢f the box, The King looked somewhat
annoyed. The Dachesn hsnded the snuft box to her
neighboor. 'laiv oot s fine porirait!  Boch an excellent
Jikeness I’ said the neighboar, aud so oo and s on, ontil the
Kiog orderad the box 10 be handed to him. Jndge bis feel-
iogs when be foond the artfcl Connt bed had the donkey's
bead cleaned off, and a portrait of Frederiok substituted, so
as to be able to give the King & lesson in politeness.
Napoleon 1. wans & great snoff taker, or rather waater, for it
is said & great deal of snnff never reached that organ which
migkt in trath have been called *n leadiog article.” Von
Molike in reported to have used & pound of mnuiff in the
three weeks ending with the battie of Seden. Learned
diviges have been gnilty of tickling 1he olfactory nerves.
The Har, Wm, Amfenon. an eloquent preacher of Glasgow,
waa 30 addieted to anaif that he wnulcr take a pinch in the
pulpit.  Onoe, while utteriog the wards * My soul cleavsth
to the dast,” he took m pioch of snaff.  He lamented the
mwastery which the habit had geived over him, and apee,
while preaching from the text, * All is vanity,’ treated his
nose to enalf, and then aaid, * And this slso is vanity,’

Nor has the snoff laking been eonfined 1o the stronger
sex. In the battle of the * Rape of the Lock,” Pops makes
his beroine Belinda conquer one of her gallant enemies by
chuckiog a pinchk of spuif in his face. Nor does be tell o
that she borrowed it ; he lesves us to conelude that even
she, the pattern of youthin] beanty, kook it ant of her own
pecket. Jo Hichardson's povel, Ulhrisen's maid Hetty is
often described ns tappiog oo her enof-box snd indulging
io its cantents. In Congreve's ' Love for lova’ Mr Tattle
commences his advances to Misa Prue by presentiog her
with a sonif box, wherenpon the young lady delightedly
exclaime, * Look you here wbat Mr Tartle has given me!
Look you here, cousin, here’s a snnif-box ney, there is
snuffin it. Here, will you have any?! Ob, good! How
aweet it in."

Yea! In spite of the folminstions of kiogs aod eensors,
popes and prieats, the enervating power has held ita own,
and even now—. i

Patsons ptaunch and great physiclans,
Here have dipped the immortal thnmb.

Painters, scuiptors, sweel musizlane,
Round it atlil (ke phantocms come,

Glff;ll poets, legal ralloes, "

aywrights, actors, merchants, equires,

Lords and ladies, soldiers, suilors, "
Here had all the nose desirea,

W. Eagullank shats.
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