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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIOC.

AQUATICS IN DUNEDIN.

——
THE DUNEDIN AMATEUR BOATING CLUR,
A E progre=s made by Danedin in aquatios during she
T last lew years has beep remarkable. Threea year
ago only one rowing clab existed in the southern
city ; now there are thres foarishing clube, sod rowing

poaitions sinoe the Inception of the Club, while Mr James
{Captain) wm slected Captals afser she formation
of the Club. The Captain and 8 ry are nndoabiadly
energetie anthoniasta in agoatios, and have done much %o
fariber the intarests of theiy Clob, A gymoastie clasw ia
hold weekly in the hall, and is very largely atiended. The
membere also bave & wonthly soclal daring the winter, as
woll as other lorms of 4 and fpstrocti

Oar other lllustration le that of Mr J, M'Grath, a
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appears to have been accepted as an indispensable portion
of the curricnlum of athletic exercises which the youth of
New Zealand undoabtedly favoura. The Otago Rowiog
Ciab still possesses & large membership, tha newly-formed
North Eod Clab is rapidly increasing in atrength, and
the Dunedin Amatenr Boating Club is now cne of tha

strongest cluba thronghont New Zealand. The club waw .

founded in September, 1891, the idea originatiog with Mr
J. L. Gillies, tha popular sacretary of the Otago Harbour
Board. The initial season was a remarkabls one, inasmuech’
as at the tirat regatta held after its formation the club
‘scooped the pool,’ and continued on its victoricos way,
annexing the premier poeition by the end of the season.
The erection of a shed was then monted, but it was Dot
until the sgmpathy and services of the ladies that this
sgemed possible. A moceesaful carcival provided the major
portion of the required eapital, and now the clab possessas
A boating shed whith compares favourably with any other
in the colony, the shed acd plant baviog cont over £1,000.

The bosthopse, &% will be seep from the illustrations
{which are from pholographs specially taken for Tiig
Grarae hy Mr William Esqoilant, of Danedin), 1a & sob.
stantial and handayme boilding. The area of ground woecn-
pied by the building is about 80 Isot by 60 feet, while the
staging ruoning into the water ia 100 feet in length, The
ground Hogr, whers the boats are atored, is divided iuto
three bays, and containe drsssiog rcoms, shower baths,
lockers, and i Gttad with all the necessary appliances. The
sncial ball is & large and comlortabls room, which is illu-
minatad at oigbt by gas. Oa the same flat wre ths com-
mictee rooms, balcony, ste. 1 he architect was Mc J. Hislop,
apd the contractor, Mr G. Hodgen.

1o sddition to the members of the Committes, whose por-
traits appear elsewhere, tha Clab possesses mn energetis
Prasident in Dr. F. Fitchatt, and other capabla officers in
Vice presidents Dr. Jeflcoat, Messrs L (3. Baal, R, Swan,and
J. Wateon. Dr. Fitchett and Mr Hooper hara cocopied their

member of the D.A.B C., who is nndoabtedly the champlon
ecoller of the Saath Island, He eecared championship
honors ak Lake Fuoreyth Hegatia last year, but was boaten

pluk]u_mlhr. . . O

W. Esquifaat. ph.to., Dunadin.

st Piston this yesr by Mr M. Kenfs, of Auckland, and was
{this time with Mr Keefe} also beaten by Hume of Welling-
san after na mosatisfactory s, - He ia aboub swenty-four
years of nga, and has proved himesll $0 be & claver and
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THE RAMBLES OF A CLOWN.

BY A ERRIOUB PERSON.

I aM willing to bear with resignation the ordinary lot of
mortal man, Amatedr theatricals, healthy walks, bilions
suppers, sad waedacated regeneratoras—l take them aa they
come in the day’s work. Buat whea I fiod myself saddled
with & repatation I hava dond nothiog whatsver to deserve,
a reputation which stands like a wall between me and the
love of my fellow men, and sondembicg we %o everlastiog
bitteroess and boredom, I claim & right %0 protest against
.the universe. I am a slown malygré moi. . .

‘Whenoe the reputation comes [ do ot know. Ilock at
myeelt 1o the glass, mod ses the reflecticn of & sober,
middle aged Epglishman, fat abd statesmanlike, with no
infivite bumour Dor merry eye abonk me—s  simple,
straightforward Saxon, Tt may be thas to othars my face
seems that of & natural low comedian; I do not know.
But I should have thonght that even low comediana wera
allowed their momentn of serionaness, allowel to share the
sorrow and to invite the aympathy of their friends; ne
such thing is allowed to me. Evarybody I koow is con-
vinged that whatever I say, on whatever occasion, I intend
toe be funny. Yoo remember the man in Catullos who
smiled on every occasion, at pathetic speeches und fonerals,
and is reminded that nothing is more inept than inepu
langhtert That ia the sort of man I am supposed to be.
Somstimes, even now, a friend will confide his sorrow to
me; bot he does so with a beseeching look, as one who
shonld say, * Do rocognize that thia is & serious matter, and
don'c sttempt cone of yoor silly jokes!” Then [ say
somsthing mppropriate snd aympathetio, and immediately
my friend smiles & eickly smile, and says, probably, that
it 18 no langhing matter to him. All serivas talk is hoshed
when | go 1nto & room, sud people sit with faces of painful
expectation, many of them obvicoaly bored ab having to
leave ao intereating embjeet for insne laoghter. II &
genuinely funuy msn is_there, they think me a tedious
aoti-climax. Mureover, I am sot allowed ‘to have mny
sorrows of my own ; they are supposed to be invented for
other people’s amusement. A womesn I koow nearly bhad &
fit when 1 told her how I had fallen off an cmpibus.  1ibink
if my wife were to elope, this friend would langh Lerself
into apoplexy. I told & man the other day that my Aunt
Rebecca waa dead -told him quite simply ; he roared with
Isughter, and then rebnked me for making a jest of such
thinga. -

I sm not only snpposed to be destitnte of all sympathy
with homan sorrow, bot this repaotation of clowning has
sarned me the m'gutntio also of envy, malice, and all nn-
charitableness. hue, if some pitifal lapee of virtne is men-
tioned to me, and I find excose for the sinner, I am sopposed
to be sarcastic and a mean-minded fellow, 1havean enemy
wham navertheless [ hoaest!y admire ; if I praise him I am
thonght earcastic ngalo, and egain mesn-mined. -

I am nsopposed %o be pob only & clown, bot a atopid
clown. Baot I puat it to you : if every trivial and common-
place remark you make were eriticised from she point of view
of its being meant aa & joke, wonld not yon, too, be thought
stupid ! The wittiest man alive wonld not stand eoch sn
ordeal. A remark abont the weather, or about the political
sitnation, an opinion on the newest religion or the latest
play —anythiog I say is regarded as an pted joke, and
received with maddening indulgence.

And yet I solemnly protest to you I have never seriously
made & joke in wy life. I remember in early youth up-
sotting & cup of tea iz my hat, and mnother time bumpiog
my head agaioat a haoging lamp. 1f these things are re.
eponsible for my reputation, it is surely bard that sach
trivial things shonld have mads me the most miserable man
in London, and at times the maoat hopeless.

J. MuGKATH, SCULLER,



