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THE DUNSTAN RUSH IN: OTAGO.

BY ORAW LININ.

[HE great rushes of Gabrial's Gully and Weatherston's
Fiad were over, and the miners who had been
fortunate wers returning to Viotoria in 1862 as fast
o8 thay had come over {n 1861, There was s lall for a time,
and the speculative basiness men of Melbonrne, who bad
loased lands from the * old identitien’ of Dunedin st fabulous
ground rents, and run up stores and hotels regardiess of coet,
began to donbt the wisdom of their investments, Thousands
of men were on their bean ends in the Caledonian Camp—aa
Dunedin was ealled inthose days, and anmbers wereamployed
by the City Council st ivesbillings a day to nsaist In shittine
Bell Hill into the sea, and making the main street of the
city which runs now from the south recreation grouand to
the Water of Leith. Buot a sndden ehavge came c'er the
epirit of the dream, and one and all awakened to new life
when Hartley and Riley arrived in town with seventy odd
poands weight of gold obtained from a bar of the Molyneaux
river. Tha story wae that there were hnndreds of bara
jasting into the river, and the gold washed down by the
floods lodged in the erevices of the rocka ; anyone conld get
it ; there were & hundred miles of river, the banks all foll of
gold. Ballarat, Forest Creek, Beadigo, the Obens were
nothing to be compared to this new El Dorado. Dunedin
went mad—nothing lesa—it was Melbourne in 1852 all over
again with Seateh variations., Partles were formed and
bandredn of men withont money or provisions or the
slightest knowledge of the conntry sat off for the interior of
Otago,
LURED BY THE IGNIS FATUUS OF GOLD

they wets reckless of eonseqnences,

1 formed one of & party of eight. It don't matter who
they werd because they are all dead now axcept myself, and
one other fellow who has become a baronet, snd knows how
to wear the title becauss ha and his forefathers were ap-
prentwed to the trade. We left Danedin in the old paddle

B for Waik iti, and landed on the Spit by
the aid of Maoris, who earried ua ashore on their shonlders
for half & erown & head. I am mshamed to say that a mag-
nificent native girl, called big Mary, bad me in charge, and
insisted opon bavipg my pipe instead of the half orown I
offered for the bug mshore. I bhad kissed her dusky cheek
and begged her not to drown me, and her glorions eyes
danced and her gleaming teeth shone like pearls as she
scorned vhe Glthy lucre, more credit to her poble instinct,
T bave loved the race ever since

‘There was one bush pub then at Waikouaiti and little else,
bnt we made scquaintancs witk s baker and got bim to
make uy s hnadred ponods of biscaits, and as his brother
had & ballock dray several parties joined together and
chartered it. We were

A CONSIDERABLY MIXED CROWD, -

all in high spirite, a8 there was no doubt aboot the gold,
Indeed, [ bad promised one of my mates, a married fellow,
to let him have my share of the first week's gold to nend to
bis wife in Melbourue. My party bad » 16 x 12 tent,
sools, provisions, and & oradle in eectionm, which conld be
screwed together on the field, We were mad with impatisnce
$o start, but our bullock driver was & cool Scotchman, and
wounld not be hurried. We got noderweigh at last on a track
that led to where Palmerston stande now ; it took all day
to get mbont ten miles, as the dray got bogged aboat every
half hour, and sometimen had tc be dug ont. Bot thers
were auough able-bodied seampn to banl the drag withont the
lld. of the ballocks, and if profauity is of nse under auy such
, the atmosphers was foll of it ; and what ex-
upellt.ad -L} mon than soythiog was that men were pasa-
ing us all day long carrying light swags, so that vight we
held o council, and it wus agreed that rome of each party
shoald go on wad carry all they could, and the others stick
to the dray. Four of my party and foor other fellows
agreed to truvel together and share expenses mod our big
tent. Bo ss soon me it was daylight we were on the gus
vive making up swags and srrangiog for our kramp over the
mountains of Utago. I carried the tent, mnd 16 x 12 ean-
vaa tont is 0o joke of » load of itself, bat this one had & leg
of mutton io one end and u lot of biscoita In the other ; it
was rolled op in the form diggers call & collar, and 1 wore
the oonoern roond my neck. My particnlar chom, the
married fellow who bad never roughed it 1u bis life, beiog of
the merchant clerk parenasion, sarried tha tocls, or he wonld
bave carried them if he oconld, but he had maoaged to tie
them up 8o logenionsly that heand they got wixed together
and had o be copstantly separated. He wan 1o trooble all
day long. No secoer bad he got the point of & pick out of
biv eye than  long handled shovel was betwasn hislegs. His
rewarka were equal to the oscasion if he were not.  He weont
pearly orazy when a fellow got off u joke st bis expense.
His pame wes Msatthew Barrass, and onos whan he waa

Oom —

qoarrelling with his load the fellow ramarked : ¢'i hose tools
reem to M- Barrasa yon very much.’ Mat bolled over, and
said he wonld earry the tent and anything he liked to poy
into it. I took the offer, and he collered the tent and ms,
of sonree, it rained nearly all day, hia load did not get lighter
towards eamping time, bot as be was av strong as & horse it
did not matter.

The way we travelled waa through Captain Hamilton's
atation on the upper Taieri River—thare wasaotownship then.,
About three bopdred of ns erossed the river one morning
and made across tha Massiototo Plains for Muorison’s ntati

—

axpected om the following day with a dray load of
potatoes. Black's No. 1 and Noo £ digginge wers
aamed after this same gentleman afterwards. Abount
three _hundred men waited for the potatoes, and Mr
Black brought two Ilnads instead of one. By this time
Phil had become s kind of sathority, and_he arranged the
prioe of the potstoss with Mr Black, but pot before he had
%o give another lesson to the fellow who waniad the wool
table to boil his billy, This free snd independent in-
dividual proposed that the men abonld bave the p

for s penny s pound or help thamselves, but he collapsed
when Phil got on top of the frat dray and told the men
that the prire agreed npon was sixpence a pound, and those
who wers prepared 0 pay would be served first. About
two-thirde were paid for, and there was & seramble for the
balance.

The Manuherikia runs into the Molyneaux about five
miles below the fimt townehip formed on the Donatan,
which was eallad Mutton Town, sitoated on the flat abont
200 feet above the river, and within » week of onr mrrival
there waa & lotg etrest of stores all dolng & roaring trade st

to get meat, and It was here that the Grst trooble took
place. It wan nearly sundown when my maten and [ reached
the wooluhed near the foot of the Rongh Ridge, & range of
moontaing wall named. We pitched onr tent in_the naval
fashion—two long handled shovels for mprights, m clothes
Jine for & ridge pole, necured with = goy and m atay. Then
two of our party went np to the atation homestead, two
miles away, to boy meat. They returned with hall a
sheep, and an acconnt of haw a lot of rongha were threaten.
ing the station people and

INGISTING UPON HAVING PROVISIONS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

The fact is that the whole of the seam of Danedin, the
dregs of the former goldfelds, wers en route for the Dan-
stan, and knew that they had to pass throngh a sheep
station sonntry, and meant to lay the station owners under
contribution. The squatters bad to stand it as far as their
stores went. Men wonld have starved but for them, and I
bear, testimony that the runholders of Otago acted like men
on the cccasion, and gave all they had —did it well too,

Oan the particular night at Marison's woolshed the men
kept rolling ap till there muat have been Gve hondred
camped in ard around the shed, As there is no Grewood ot
any description in that treeless conntry of course tha sheep
pens were soon doing duty for cooking purposes. My mate
—the baronet that is now—looked on end frowned, bat said
nothing, He was a tplendid made fellow fally six fest and
a porfect athlete. He and [ had met in Melboorne and
knew all about each other, so that when I saw a dangerous
glemm in his eyes I waa prepared for something to happen,
and followed him intc the woolshed. A rough.-looking
fellow with an axe in his hand was just about to demolich
the wool sorting-table when Sir Pbilip said quietly, * Come
now, there is enongh damage done to private property
already. Leave that table alone.’

* Who the blank blank are you ! Get out of the road or
1l drop you.'

The words no sooner left the man's month than oub went
Phil'a left, and down went the fellow and lay where he foll.
Then Phil sprang opon the wool press and wddressed ihe
crovwd,

* Listen to me, boys,’ he ssid. ‘I call upon mll worth the
name of meu to assist me in protegting the property of the
man who owns this wool shed. Do not allow any wanton
or unnscewary destruction. Burn as little timber as pos.
sible in boiling your billies, and don’t allow yourselves to be
net down as a lot of cowardly blackguards who tock advan-
tage of the unprotected position ol the rquatiers to burn and
destroy their property.’

The respeciable element prevailed after all, and only the
sheep pens and some of the Hooring were used for conking
parposes that night aod the following morning.

‘We began the sscent of the rough ridge by w track that
led, we were told, to McPherson's Siation in Ids Valley,
soms twenty miles distant. It was s climb. Nosooner had
we got to what we thoaught mant be the top when snother
mountain stared us fu the face ; this happened so often that
Barrass sab down ot & boulder aod said it was oo use travel-
ling moy futsher in & coansry that had oo top to it. We
muanaged it ab laet, and the view was almoat worth the
fatigne, The Manaiototo plaina lay stretehed oot below for
twenty miles or so with the Taieri River winding through
them like a silver thread. All was in a state of osture
then, Now there ls a large population along the bauks of
the river, which rizes occasionally when the spows melt and
makes it lively for the settlers. Wa roached MoPlierson's
io the valley nearly dead beat, and found

THE BQUATTER AT BAY,

w0 Lo speak.  Pbil made a propoasl thet he should kill sheep
for the men wnd charge » wbilliog & poond for the mutton.
Thoeo who did pay would belp to mske np for those who
did not. T do pot think much sdvantage was taken of thi®
srraogement, sud the good-asmtured Mac handed out his
stores aa far a8 they would go, and atarted two bullock
deays to town for more. After sbout & week of the
roughest travelling I ever experienced, wa jast arrived st
Mr Stranssh's statios on the Masnberikla River, and were
informed that Mr Bisck, ancther station owoer, was

gold pri flour, balf-a crown & pound ; meat the aame,
and all ather articlea in proportion. Cartsga wasa bundred
pounds per ton, and horses rose to fsbulons prices. Two
young Scoteh fellows, sons of & amall farmer, on the Taiert
plaina near Dunedin, did & amart thing. Their father had
& big old bullock that would draw s sledge. They im-
proved on the idea and packed him ; he carried fonr hondred.
weight of flour and stuff ap %o the Danstan, and then hia
masters slanghtered him and opened a butcher's sbop with
his body.

The Molyneanox waa not all that had been stated of it,
bat the gold was plentifal, and, as peual, some got it and
others didn't—more dide't—amongst the Iatter my party.
‘We pitehead our tent down on the river bank, having Brat teo
clear away the long toasock grass, and took possession of a
amall bar which we worked with indifferent suceess for
o lortnight, in fact we had not paid expensss when onr
mates arrived with the omilock dray, and in less than &
week the party broke up apnd each went his separaie way.
Phil and I agreed to stick together and bought out the
rest.

Wa two fellows lay in our big tent calenlating our re-
sourcen the fitat eveniog we wers by onrselves when we
heard an uproar of voices. We were ont in & moment and
not too soon either. Sowsebow the grass bad caught freon
our side of the river and
A SHEET OF FLAME WAS TRAVELLING BEFORE THE WIND.
towarde ua at, I don't know how many koots an hounr.
Phil gave one look, whipped out his sheath knife, eut the
sttings of the tent fly, and dregged it on to the bar of the
river, I followed with his opossnm rug and my own. The
pext minute the tire reached onr camp and Phil said, ! Lie
down in the water, I forgot the powder.’

We both acused in and awaited results; the aaspenses was
of abort dorstion—an explosion, snd sll was ever, We
erawled on to the bar and looked round as. Qor tent was
blown to smithereens, and the fire was dancing away down
the river bank cleariog off everythiog that would barn. 1t
was the guickest bit of mischiet I ever saw in my life,

"Now, what's to be done ¥ eaid Phil.

‘{io up to the township and get some dry clothes,” 1
soswered.

'Lot ue ses if my brandy flaak has escaped the geueral
wreck,' he said.

It had, rnd we fonnd it in the smoking roiue, and took s
good pull ench.

The fire was pot an namixed evil, for it clenred the river
baok all the way to the junction of the Macuherikis, and
eaved the wminers » lot of work, though v left Philsnd 1
what poor Artemos Ward would call a roined community.
QOur eradle wes all tight because it was on the bar; but
that, the 1uge and the fly were about all that we owned ex-
cept the money io our pockets, which did pot amount to
tweoly poaunda altogether, neverthelesa we laughed and
weni up to the townehip and got dry clothes. We avoided
the liqguor becanse that sold on the Dapstsn at the start
wans the most villainous poison that ever was retailed on &
goldiield at a shilling » nobbler.

The fact of the gold being plentiful and easily obteinable
was pow thoronghly eatablished, mod the new town sitm-
ated where Clyde is now prew like scarlet beans. Paper
hotele, stores, dance rooms wete ruh up regardless of ex-
pense, and all the haogers on of the gold miner sppeared
upon tbe ground like magie. Timber waa 2s 61 per super-
ficia) foot, waggona Iaden with boards snd acaotliog arriv-
ing every day. One great pest there was in the form of
rats; they ewarmed everywhere, and & well-known
Dupedia character, one Jock Graham, atole all the eats and,
kittens he couold lay bis hsnds opon, carted them up and
#old them to the atorekeepers at £4 and £5 apieca.  (ne
fine tabby he refnsed to sell for less than £7, becanse, as he
eoolly stated, the aoimal belonged to the Provincisl Hotal,
and be bad ahepherded ber for two pighta before he pould
catch her. Everyone lsughed, aad Jock sold bis—or rather
other people's—cats well.

Ans nooD & the Dewa of the good field arrived jn Mal-
boaroe

THE MINERS BEGAN TO RETURN TO OTAQO IN
THOUBAN DS,

and very soon all the esslly obtained gold on tha river bank



