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CTTANTAGRE?

Tux following is » brief secord of Mr J. K. Hoeper's
tennin earcer, He commenced plaging in 1886, snd won
bis Clob (Unpiversity) handicap siogle at the ead of the
same season. In 1887 he was chosen to represent the Clnb
in the singles, bub suffered defest in the final. Ta 1690,
owiog 30 to serateh, he won the racquet at Zealapdis Winter
Court. His fimt attemnpt for the Championship was made
in 1891, but ha waa beaten by Mr W. B. A. Morrison in the
semi-final. This wan Mr Hooper'a lant year of defeat by
Auckland players, as in 1892 he won the Champicnship,
and repested the operation last and this year. In 1893 Mr
Hooper represented Aocklasnd st the New Zealand Tanrna.
ment played at Dunedin, He was beaten by Mr R, Har-
man, the then Canterbury champion. He played in the
championship ronnd this year, beating Mr F. M. Marahall,
snd being beaten by Mr Minden Fenwicke.

[X my * Topies,’ when reviewing Miss Rees' career, I had
oceasion to spenk of her father's athletic predelictions, and
was goilty of some errore, I said that Mr Rees learut hie
rricket from the Gracea, the real fact beiog that the Graces
learnt from him. Mr W. G. Grace, Mr W. G HReen' cousin,
and godeon got b firat lesson from bis godlather in 1858,
he beiog then a boy of 11, and his teacher 32 yearnold. In
« Grace's Life’ the incident is mentioned. Mr Heea ot the
aame time held the highest average for the five years for
West Gloncester, viz , 29. .

It may b of interest to Auckland ladies to know that
Mies Hees is this year competing for the Championebip of
ber clab {Ashburton) agsinat the men, So farshe is rooner
up, and [ expect to hear the recult of the fioal shortly.

THE DEVELOPMENTS OF DOUBLES,

({CONTINUED FROM T.AST WEEK).

THE question then arises : can this ditfienlty be met, or
ia the double match in [nture to consist simply of s recur.
rence of & seriea of certainties, coupled with s poasibility
. [common to all certaintien) of cue of them being upset ? io
other worda: can some method of play be fonnd which will
anpal the advantages at preseat accruing to the service, aod,
if so, what is it ?

LET us revert to the positions of the strikers-ont. Firat,
there is the partner of the man who is receiving the ser-
vice. He, as baa slready been showo, etands somewhere
near the service line and looks on. Why he atands there
doea not seem very clear, except that haiain a good position
for volleying. But how often is he able to turn this position
to any aceount? Ounly when his purtner makes such & good
return of the servica that the other side are compelted to
play the ball where they can—so that it may come in hin
direction. But how seldom thie occars | If they can do so
by aoy possible means, they send the return to bis partner
who is Tanning up, sud the jssns ooee mare turos spon what
sort of B wtroke he will make. 1f, on the other hand, his
partoer’s recarn of the service is a weak ove it is simply
killed, being aimed generally either at the body or lege, or
else jnat out of the reach of the ‘looker-on.’ Now, sup-
posing thin ' looker-on’ were to stand ic & line with (or per-
biaps the lenst bit i sdysoce of) hia partner, somewhere
pear the base line, he wonld be in & position to save at any
rite some of the kills which would resnlt from his partner’a
wanl returns of the service ;: ha would be beiter abla to ses
what sott of a retorn hia partoer kad made, and would stay
back if he etayed back, or elee mdvance alongside of him.
Thus the action of the partoers would be far more cun-
certed. Nowadays it is quite s common thing for the aetnal
striker-out mever to arrive et the net ab all, though his
partoer remaing there hopefully, leaving all the time a
* hole' which a properly-aimed cross-stroke is bound to find,

Ur course ihis suggestion that the partner of the wazn
teking the service (or ‘locker-on’ as he haa been styled
above) should stand near the base line ivvolves the extra
exeition of runpiog up at the right time instead of beiog
already there, but eurely this ia betler thaw beiog there
five times aut of six to no purpoae. He will also, perhaps,
lowe & chance of killing ooe or two unexpectedly eaey Kirat
ystoros fron the servers, but they are bot pumerous enoogh
io & good match to be seriously cuunted upon. His atti-
tode, uotil the rest is &t oy rate fairly started, aod started
someawhat in his own side’s favour too, must of necemity be
defensive in most cases, and the service Jioe is not the best
place to defend from—even in & double.

Now, as to the man who la taking the service. Hin posi-
tion is, of conrse, settled by the fact that he has to bein &
patlicalar place in order to make his retnrn properly. The

cunly apswer to the ssrviee ; that is evident.

momentoun question with him, therefors, in not where he
shall stand, but what sort of & stroke he is to make. Of
coursa, there ix verg little that is new to be said on this
poiat, except in relation to the altered position which is ad-
vocated for bin partoer, If bhe has & fair chancs of succesa
he will try to pasas the man at the net down the pside lioe.
This iz & very risky stroke when your partner is ‘up.’ Bat
now, supposing it does not bappen to ecors ontright, the
partoer, standing on the base-line, will have & very fair
chance of saving the hard cross volley, which is the almost
inevitable result,. A more common return of the service is
a low cross-stroke in the direction of the man who is run-
ning in. This, if well done, will justify both the strikers-
ont in running up (which they must do quickly). If, on
the other hand, it 1s only & eomawhat fesble ratnrn, then
both can stay where they are and be in the appropriate
poaition for- defending. Tha sama will alsn hold good
with regard to short drops mud other 'fancy’ strokes,
which, bowever, are of such a pature that they usually
weore onbright or ave completely ccored off.  One stroke re-
maina which in cecasionally need, and which, it is submitied
to tha resder, might be cultivated with more diligence, and
tbat is the lob, And here let it be remembered that the
new position suggasted for the striker's pariner ls again
the right one if a lobis made.  The beat lob of all is an.
denbtedly s low lob just ont of the reach of the man at tha
net. Ifreally well done thin atroke forces the server to atop,
his advanes and ran back behind hia partner to make the re-
toro for bim, aud that, of couree, wonid be the signal for a
general advance on the other vide. Even if the man at the
net goes back after the lob himeelf he is losing position a
littte, mad his retarn is not likely to be very powerful. Ur,
agsin, it somatiten page 10 lob to the server as he runs up ;
this etroke ia patticnlarly efficacicns where men come up at
the top of their speed and as near to the net aa they possibly
ean, Unless they pull op very quickly the ball sailr quiatiy
over their heads, and vhey have had a run for nathing,

APART from these consideratione, there is no doubt that
the lob is the safest stroke of all in a difficolty, And it
must be once more urged that the strikers-ont are in & ditfi-

calty. They start at & disadvantage, aud very seldom
socceed in betterig themselves. Thin has been already
shown, aad is proved by results. Even the hardest bitters

and the finest placers seem t0 break dowa over the return

of the service more often than they socceed, and the logical
result is that the service game alwaye wins. Now the lob
cught to be s sater stroke than any other, becanse, ia

makiog it, the presence of the pet may be whelly igoored.
Qf course & lob must rise fairly high, and be aimed to pitch

far back in court ; a bad lob is almost inevitably *amothered.
Bat then it niust be remembered that no stroke, unless it is
one ol the best of its kind, is of much use it a double, so

that if your stroke is fated to be s weak one it way just as
well be s weak lob as anything elee.

UF zoures it would be abeurd to say that a lob is the
The player
must paturally be guided by circumstances, and take every

opportuaity given, for inetance, by weak eervices, by slow
running ia oun the part of the server, or by the neglect of
the man at the net to cover his fair share of the court,

All
that is nrged in that the lob, as m meana of defence againsg
the preponderating advantsges attaching te the service,
might be more caltivated, and that its more frequent use,
coupled with the change of position advocated for the de-
fendern, wonld tend to lessen in & great degree, if it did
pot abaolutely nullily, these ndvantager. The theory has
yet to undergo the test of experience. It may quite weli
be proved to be wroog. Bub, if ite eopunciation has the
effect of setting players to End ont the right way oat of the
present difficolty, aod that right way—whatever it may
prove to be--is ultimately found, the purpose with which
this brief ersay has been set down will have been most
satisfactorily attained.

LIFE'S EASTER DAYS.

TuExrx are more KEaster days than the glad bells
Ring out, or ehavting choire in chorze siog,
Where ruow wkite lilien all their censers swing :

When 1esurrected hopes burst the {rail sbells

Which prisoned theru, avolvipg frum their cells
Reviving life ; rare, radiant bloesomiog ;

With niore of joy, then ali the past foretells.

God givea us Enater days besprent with bloom,
Aud when we serk vur dead with tearful face,
(tur buried love, the friend of happier years,
We fiod the atone in rolled from sorrow's tomb,
An sugel eile in griei's accustomed place,
And glorifea with faith the slirioe of tears.

Emua P. BEanvay.

A BIT OF RAIN-MAKINC.

LigrTENANT Bovie T. SOMERVILLE, of the English navy,
recently returoed from the Hebrides ialands, teils the foliow-
ing interesting tale regarding the work of a professional
netive rainmaker, Towards the end of the year, just after
yam planting, there came wn uuuaual period of drought, se
that an inland taibe in the island of Ambrym went 1o ita
rainmaker and demanded his immediste attention thereto.
He at once set 1o work to weava a sort of hurdle of [.l\a
branches and leaves of  tree famied for its 1ain-producing
qualitiew, which, being inisbed, was placed with proper in.
cantations at ihe botium uf what ehould have been b water
hole in the new parched bed of the mounntsin torrent.
There it waa then E.elﬂ in place with stonea, Down came
the rain ; nor did it cease for forty eight bonre, hy which
time it had becoma too much of & good thing, Soon the
rain-producing hurdle was quite ten feet under water in the
egething torrent, and the peeple, mach to their dismay, saw
that their yams and the surrounding earth were beginning
to wash away dawn the hillsidea. The lientenant tontinues «
' Now mark wbat cames of fooliog with the elemeits. No
man of the bill country was able to dive to the hottom of
the water-hole to pull up the hurdla with ite weight of
stones, so the mercileas rain still held on. At last the shore
nasives, accustomed to awimming and diving, beard what
the matter was, and some of them coming to the aasistance,
the compeller of the elements wan recoveied fron ita watary
bed, and—and the rain atopped.’ It is sneh a coincidence
as this—happening, perhapa, once in a decade— which cansen
this people, now thoroughly Christianized, to refuss to give
up their rain doctors, slthongh all other cutward forms of
rank superstition appear to have been freely abandoned.

* AN AMUSING ELECTRICAL ANECDOTE.

IN his sntobiography the late Nir. W. Siemens relates an
amusing anecdote,  An Arab ealled his attention to the
fact that when at the top of the Pyramid of Cheops, when
be raised hia hand with Bogera outspread, an acute singing
note was heard, the sound ceasing as scon as he let his hand
fall. ‘I foond his aesertion,’ he writes, ‘to be true. As
soon ae | raised ona of my awn Angers Above my head, |
felt a prickling in the tingers. ‘That this could oniy be
canged by an electrical phenomenon was proved by the
slight electric shock felt on brying to diiok out of & wine
bottle. So I wrapped a full bottle of wine that [ had with
me io damp paper, and thus converted it into & Leyden-
bottle, which was socon strongly eharged with electricity by
the simiple devics of bolding it high above my head. The
Arabe had already becorua distrustinl on seeing emsll light-
ninge, 85 it were, issue from the wine botties held up by my-
eell and companions, and now held a brief consultation.
Suddenly,ata given signal, each of mycompanions was seized
by the guide who had led bim up, who now tried to force
bim to go down again. I myself was standing at the very top
of the pyramid, when the sheik of the Arabs came to me and
told me, through my interpreter, that the Arabs had deter-
mined that we were at once to leave the pyramid, because
we were practicing magie, and it might damage the chance
of their earnirg 8 living. On my refoeing to abey orders
the sheik caught bold of my left band. I bhad awaited this
moment, and held up my right band with the bottle in the
sttitadeof a magician, afterwarde loweriog it slowly towards
the puiot of the sheik’s nose. VWhen gaite close to that
feature I telt a viclent shock run throngh the bottle to my
owan arm, and was certain that the sheik must have received
the equivalent. At any rtate, he fell speechless on the
stopes, and a few anxicus moments passed before he rose
suddenly with a loud ery, and sprang down the gigantic
stepns of the pyramid with leng strides, The Arabs, seeing
this, and excited by the sheik's constant cries of ‘' Magic?
magic 1" released my companions aud followed their leader,
leaving us complete masters of the pyramid.”
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