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in these atiempta mra wortby of m bettar canse.  Baot es-
cipes {rom prison are not quite so frequent now &3 they
used to be

* Moat modern privons are so secarely built, and eenorally
»0 well guarded, that ths chances of escape are altogather
againit the prisoner. French prison ofticials masert that
eacapes ate inipoasible from La Grande Roquetie, the great
convict depiit noar Pire la Chaise, the scene too of the last
drams on the now rare occasions wheo the goillotine is
bronghbt into play. The argument that La Grande Koguatts
is inexpnygnable is negative, and basad mainly on the fact
that no one as yet has lefs it except thoee legitimataly
throogli the prison gates—not even Blin, the moet famous
prison-breaker of modern times, who had made thirty
escapes before 1844, and who waa muccessfully beld at La
Hoquette, It was esid of Blin that he coold penetrate
arches, ran wlong sloping reofs, By down to the ground like
& bird, lift the atone Hlas of hig eell Hooring, or seratch hia
way out nnderground with his nails alone. His greateat
feat, a8 told by himsell, was at one of the bagner, where he
waa buried in the ditch by his comrades, and took inte his
hiding-place with him provisions for several days, and
toola to regain the surface as moon as the alarm
bad blown over. Jut be wan epeedily mwissed, and
hia whereabonts surmised. The Commissary there-
upen ordered the floodgates to be opened and the
drains and water.conrses ilushed, intending to drown or
drive him out. The incoming tide awelled the torrent of
sewage, and Blin found himeeli up to b neck in water.
Ho escaped only by & miracle, and by next morniug was
six milea from the bugne,  He hid the second night in the
bashes ; then, haviog mo clothiog bat that of $he prison, he
attarked the firat passar by, aod ' with atrange forbesr-
aoce,” as he puta it, robbed bim ouly of his elojhes. *' I
might bave killed him. 1 never thought of it, [ —branded
ay the most abject being, abused, disgraced, despised—I
oanly asked to be pub on the right road to Blaye." This
was after he had forcibly stripped his vietim of all he wore,
The third night, driven by hunger, he begged for bread st
a house, where the stolen garmeanta betrayed him, He waa
arreated, bound hand aod foot, and restored to the dagne,
** Fur the thirtieth and last time I had failed," be told the
ghaplain of La Huquette. **Now I bave no hope; this
prison is too atrong."’

A CLEVER CONTRIVANCE.

Here in & story of s aoceesaful escape from prison, It was

eftected from Dartmoor by one of the old prispoers of war.
Many of these men were elever artinana, and their services
were [reqmently employed in boilding. Oasce a rectory waa
being built by these prisoners, and they adopted & very
clever expedient for the escape of one of their number 1 —
_ " They had reached that part of the work which eonsisted
ia fixiog & chimpey-flue, aud when the atones had been
carriad ap & certain beight an inner recess was left large
enouph to hold & man etanding upright. The onter face of
the Hue was continued npward, buob only with thin stone
especially selected for the purpose, and easily removable.
After six feet had been gained the strong work was
resumed ; the qu was made the proper thickness, and the
stumes rendered in good mortar.  Care was taken to leave
uir and eyelet holes for breathiog and observation in the
six feet of thin wall. Oae afternovn the intending fagitive
entered the flue, and took up his quarters in the above-
mentioned tecess, while his cumrades went on with theie
work apove. They worked so well and with s much akill
that they were particularly commended by their foreman,
who compliniented thesn bighly on the excellent face pat
upnn the Hue. The man in hidiog was not miseed uaiil
atter the party had left work ; bot bis abssoce was dis-
covered at evening roli-call, A thorough search was then
made of the rectory-house ioside and ovut, but the smooth
surface of the walls megatived ali ides of a practicable
hiding place. A number of vigorous bayonet-thrusts were
made up the freshly built fine, but without betraying or in-
Juring ihe mao ioside, and the search was abaodoned.
1t was believed the prisener bad abseonded during the
duy, haviny succeeslully eluded the vigilance of the sentries
posted 1n B cordon round the house. At nightfail, however,
the immred man, lioding all quier, attacked the green
nuasonry at its thinncat pack, and, extricaling himself with-
out ditficulty, made off nnobserved. The etate of the Hue
on the followioy niorniag pointed cleariy to the method by
which he had etfected hia escape.’

Want of space alone prevents oor giving more extracts
from 1his able, thonghtful, and deeply interesting bock,
which we heartily recemmend to all sorts and conditions of
readers, It is as full of infurmation, of interest, of human
nasare, and real humour as an egg is full of wneat, aud it
contaius encugh elementa of romance, exciting stories, and
wonderiul adventures to fornish foith the plote of a doxen
vrdivary novels.  His many years of prisoo rule and contacg
with prisaners have not deprived Major Griffithe ot his
kindly disposition, his appreciation of humour, and his faith
in human natnre. His book is well written and isn well
waorth readiog by all of twoe great classes—those who have
been in prisun and those who have oot.

A NOTE ABGUT WATER.

WiELE does all the water in the sea come from ? is a quea-
tion that n:mny & emnll boy has seksd his father, snd which
mauy & father hae found bimeell utterly unable to anawer.
Bome iden of where it comer from may be gathered from a

giance at the following table of the hourly quantity of
water dircharged into the sea noouaily by sume of the eat-
known zivers of the world. Tt was compiled by an exper,
aod may be accepted as arcorate : '
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This, of course, throws the question hack a step.  The

quention hecowes, where does Lhe water in the rivers come

trom?  Wien that is sorwered by the stalemment that it

comen fram the hills, we have gone abaut as far as we can

ﬁ:' Water in an element, sud w bt its vrigioel source may
, 00 man koows,

PUZZLE COMPETITION.

" ATE continne this week our series of original word
puzzles, and we invite all onr readers, young

and old, to forward solutions in accordance with

the regolations given below. As an éencouragement to them

WITCHING WOMEN OF HISTORY,

AT the Royal Academy in London there are the portraits
of three women— Lady Hamilton, Mra Jordan, and Sophie
Artould. The lovely Emma iz  type of rastic beanty at
ita best—not rafined —likely to become coarse. Mry Jordan
shows, bohind & charming faca, intellect, wit, cleverness,
and & gentle heart Bophie Arnocld shows grester wis,

to do ao we offer the following prizes :—For the g
number of correct solutiona—
WEEKLY, 55, MONTHLY, 20s

RULES.

The coupon published on the cover of avery copy of the
Glu'u'mc must in &il cagen be fllled in and returned with the
Bolution.

| No competitor will ba sallowed to win two weekl
m‘gntt:ly prlzm:pﬂi succession. He may. however, after vnnnﬁ_m- &
weekly prize send in anawers the following week to be credited
to hiim on account of the monthly prize.

13 Compatitors must send their real vames and nddresses,
together with the now de plume thay intend using throughout the
competition.

(4 All answera must be cleatly writton and numbered in me-
cordanee with the numbers attached to the puzzles. They muat
be addresacd te * The Puzzle Editor. Gravalc Ofiice, Auckland,’
and reach the ofMce bot later than the date spacified in thia column
wesk by weelk.

or

AKSWERS TO PUZZLE COMPETITION MO. IV.
{March 17ch.)

SQUARE WORDS,

1) Crib, rare, irs, best.
reh Fi'e, idea, fena, eane.
{3) Linen, image, navy's, Egypt, nests.

DOUCBLE ACROSTIC.

1Y) Gladstone. Ranebery, Gormandicer. Loo. Alps. Dawdle.
Sguib,  Titke, Oralor. Nearly., Lnemy.
15) Exieda —The letter O.

TRANSPOSED PROVERBS

6} Time and tide wait for no man.
(7} Falf o loaf in better than no bread.
1Bl Hetfer tate than jLaver. . . .

) CONUNDRUM.—Gracer.

RESULTS.

* Notabens,’ * Novice,’ * Blenbeim,’ * Francals,” 9 ; * Daris,’
* Eclair,’ *Sphiux,’ * Kate,’ 84; “Erems,’ 8; 'Ruapes,’
+ Seotty,” 74 ; * Leslie,’ * The Digger,’ 64.

Correct solutions to the whole of the puzcles were for-
warded this week by four ecompetitors. We have awarded
the prize to Misa Phgllis C. Baker, of Grafton Road, Auck.
land, who correctly supplied the whole of the lights to the
double acrostic, *Blenheim ' and ¢ F ia,' giviog Adpen-
nines in place of Alps, and her solutions reaching uas in
ndvance of those of * Novice,’ who was otherwise equally
raccessfnl. Owinog to the-misprint of elose lor elozely in this
puezle, we bave accepted the word near in every case,
* Kote ' receires & mark for her anawer to the conundrum :
' A laboarer, because he would get bhire every day.’

MoxXTHLY PrizE.—Quar Grst monthly prize goes to D,
Stewart, care of Burns and Co,, Custome-street, who se.
cured 294 marka ont of & pomsible 5. 'We have forwarded
M Stewart a postsl note tor £1. - .

NOTE, —Answers to 1"uzz'e Competition No, V. are dne
on April 4od, and not March 26th, as stated.

PUZZLE COMPETITION.
NO. YL
{Answers to reach the ctlice not later than April %:h.}

SQUARE WORDS.

m She was the second of my heart,
And of my firaf the oly joy ;
But now her third benealh my fast
sleeps on, and tears niine eyes enploy.

2y Fright. Theseul. A riverin Afrlen. Ithaw. Menu,
(% Make s square word of arucer, using threo of the jelters
twice.

CRYFTOGRAM,

) Bitx gqebarbv pal sxyizaye zxbb,
Juo cp ob slee vpalvzi
© __Opyx cleb tv opz ¥p glve

Kyz apy hlo ¥zlo obz noxb I-luteb,

Zp keyvu Ine rbnzeo vhieb
ImaTp Iz elve, .

UHXXTAF.
ANAGRAMS (French poets),

151 Villoin of scorn.

i) Let me not eram,

171 A dinner eheer,

Lo Ned's tidier.

1% Ponder, Sir Header!

DOUBLE ACROSTIC {Five lotters long).

In primals read a human need,
hereby my life endures ;
In finklg, teo, a natural braw,
Kusentinl unto yours,

The wind did first mf #econd's tOD,
The red flowers foll Lo earth,

The ron out of my tArrd ennie up,
And sed the day bad birth,

CONUNDRUM.
(12¥ Why is the letter Q the meat deceltful fa the alphabet 1

Suuane Woun,—The following Ia a sample of a Bquare-——H -
word. It will be obeorved that every word oan bu read |
two wayu—horlzontally and perwndlnulnrlh The puzzle
might atand : — A tluh, & succulent plant, Lo ballow, saucy,
In this casc thers wre fonr words to be supplied, therefora |
each word must ba of four lelters. -

greater cla , nnd & heart not so gentle, perhaps. On
each of the faces thers ia in sddition, nnmistakably, the
sams quality, rare and wonderinl. 1t is the guality for
which thers is no other word than witchery, 'lIhese wera
all three witches, but instead of being burned at the atake
tgoy sat fire to every masculing heart that spprosched
them.

And what ia tha secret of thin gift? It is certainly not
faultiesa beanty, for it is & perfectly comprebensible para-
dox that as a rale the women who have been nnted for the
Iascination of their beanty wers not pretty wornen at all,
Anpe Boleyn had many plastic defects. The Dochesa of
Burgondy, who lit up the old age of Lonis XIV. and the
Coart of Versailles, and neutralised the morosa influence of
Mdme. de Maintenon, had & goitrons neck and decayed
front teath, yet she was proclaimed a beanty. Margunerita
de Valois, with whom moat of the prominent Frenchmen of
her day were at some time or another desperately in love,
had heavy cheeks, too prominent eyes, and a thick, hang-
ing under lip. The last Duchess de Berri wonld not have
been nllowed to so much as compete at & beanty show had
she presented herself incognito.  Sir Walter Scott, who was
closa to her at mass in the Tuilleries Chapel, wrote in his
diary that she was plain, and that her eyes were not fellows.

At what age is this ebharm most sabtlet Swift wrote
with cruael candouar of Stella's fading eharms, and sent ber
as a birthday gift & rhymed *Receipt to Restore Her Lost
Youth' at a period we should consider the prime of life.
The caunetic Dean of St. Patrick's wondering

How angela look at thirty-six

roves a sbharp contrast to the mare modern writer, George

ewes, who in his ' Life of Goethe’ epeaks of 33 as the
fascinating periad in a woman's life, being that in which he
considerad het to have hed the fnll develop tof her
powers of mind and body, And 33 was the age at which
Fran von Stein proved dangeronn to the heart of the poet
who bad anrvived she more yoathinl charms of & Gretchen,
& Charlotte and a Lili,

1t ic impossible to read the descriptions of salom life in
Paris without realising the immense power of such women
88 Mme. de Rambonillet, Mme, Detfand, who conld tolerste
apything bnt the commonplace ; Mme. Neckar, her brilliant
deughter, Mme. da Gtael, and her cherished friepd, Mme.
d’Houdetot, exercised in literary, social, and political
matters.

It im interesting to see how the ape of the heroine of the
modern novel ditfers from that of older writers. OQuu of
thirty of Scott's heroines sixteen are described as under 20,
three aa over 20, and only une, Amy Robsart, ia & heroine
*of an uncertain age,’since she is historically & middle-aged
matron, and fBctitionsly a youthful bride. ™ But the con-
spiguous character of the modern novel is & woman, not a
girl, who bas lived and experienced muck, snd not nnfre-
qoently ie married, before the story introdocen her as ite
central fignre, —WALTER BESANT.

~ STRANGER THAN FICTION.

ProrFessor €, STEWART, in a rezent lectare at the London
Institnte, cartied his andience off ta the verdurons forests
of troplesl America in a deseription of the life aod habita of
the leaf cotting apw, They dwell in tumali, at & depth of
5fc or &i¢ below the surface of the earth. Each ot the
chambers there found is aboat two thicds full of what is
apparently brown enuff, in the midst of which swarms of
sroall ants are bosily ranning sboot eocgaged Lo their daties,
The "snult,’ however, is pothiog else than & compoat formed
by masticating the leaves of treer, The Jeaves are oot ueed
ae food, The compost is used for the porpose of growing
ob its surface & special kind of fungue, which is the special
foad of the ant, ahd that with whicn in particular it feeda
ita young., A erop of fupgus is kept in perpetusl caltiva-
tion on the leaf monld roil. The eggs, after they are
hatched by the gueen ant, are tended with marvellous
devotion by @ special race of small ants, The fully-grown
chrysalin in assisted onv of ita case with the preatest
surgical care ; each limb ms it Is presented ia carefully and
affectionately 'mamsaged’ and shampooed. The newly
born infant is carefully tended in ica first toddling eteps on-
tit it can bite off and eat fungns on its own acconnt.
Egqually marvelious are the ways of the much lerger and
more powerful class which goes forth in a continual stream,
climbs treens, bites off whole leaves, and carries them back
to the caravans for mantication by the nursiog ants, The
stream of harvesters is superinteoded snd directed by one
or two powertal fellows, who do not work themselves, but
merely direct the labour of others. Even * division of
labour' is understood by these creatures. Oae pang will
remain op in the trees chopping off the leavea ; another will
effect the removal of the fallen material from the
ground beneath, Perbaps the most homan featore
about the nursing community is that they get an ce.
casional ‘dsy ount’ for exercise, smusing themselvea
during their holiday by roouiog mboot the grouod and
occasionally takiog & ride bome oo the top of some lesf
barne by their larger and more powerfal kiodred. Natur-
slly, the professor polated oat, the folisge was devaetated
terribly by them. Bnt there is, it appears, one species of
BCACia -h{ch defien their attacks by a device which it ap-
pears to have developed on its own aceonnk,  This device,
which was described in & series of excellent illostrations, in
nothiog leas than keeping m special breed of mnts, housed
and le% ou the branchea, which fiercely repel noy of the
leaf aating intruders. The acacia bmn *developed’ special
bonsea for the protecting aois, distila pleaty of boney aod
nil, and also provides ?onnminl ul mpitrogevons or Hesh:
furming putriment oa ths pointe of its leaves. There is
everythiog so act reqoniles from birth to death oo & siogle
braoch, apd all without injariog the plant iteelf. The
virulence of these mnta lo repelling the attacks of other ants
waa deseribed se lnteoe.



