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luntly respond, and forthwith projeck it at the iam of
snother cheorful giver. The nnfortnnate part is, that when
be bas roceived saveral hundreds of the playful thinge
from several hondreds of nesrest and deareat friends within
the ecurse of ones woek {which his well-known character
for liberality renders more than likely), to say nothing of
expsnding quolres of paper in tha beroia resolve to pass on
the odi— I mean tonchiog appeal, the esheerfal giver will bs
apt to make nse of Iangosge resembling the slimate in tem-
peratore, and relegata the anowball to a.plece where spow-
balls ara not. The bazaar is not misery pure and unadul-
terated to unfortunate masculines, althongh it approachesa
precicua near that melancholy atandpoint There are
ususlly girls to fAirt with, or eandy to maks oneself sick
over, or forget-mne.not bhuttonholes, or somae other eqnally
useful equivalent for hard eash. Again, the sacred cantata,
thoagh destructive to nervons constitutions, mesns only &
shilling or two out of pockat—a reflection, like Cadbury’s
Cocos, both gratefol and comforting. But the anowball—it
possesses the vices of Tennyson's brook, with none of ita
virtnes. Sad that A messape so pathetically worded an the
above should excite ramarks so forcible, but ail sad stories
have s moral, and this is the moral of the snowhball: Bae
nobody’s nearest and deareat friand, avoid friendship at all
toats, If snowballs are a-rolling. So shall ye escaps tribola-
tion.

WHEN a feminine etitic comen forward in the columnus of
& contemporary (o point ont the errers in men's lawn tennis
costume, she wounld seewm o have considerable claims on
anr attention, thongh hy biding her atrictures in & paper—
Hearth ond Home--dedicated to the edification of her own
sex, she does not go qnite the most obvions way to conrt it.
It was reslly high time for somebody to give a hint te the
gentlemen whom * A Candid Eve’ is in the habit of meeting
in the tennis courk, if indeed they ' affect vary amart aleeve.
lern vests or jerseys of silk,' and play 'in the presence of
ladies with bare arma, neck arrangewments of tha momy pro-
nounced Byronic type, aod nude ankles, about which their
socks wobble.'

THIS 18 Dot the costnme in vogue at’ tonrnamenta, snd we
besitate to believe that it in common at garden parties. In
the early and experimenial days of lawn-tebnis a short-
sleeved (but nob ! sleevelesn '} jerney or two were to be seen,
but the fashion did not make friends, and we thought that
it bad become extinet. It was of one of the wearers that s
Iady remarked ibat be was presamably in bis right mind
bat eould bot be eaid to be clothed—a epecimen of the satire
which {8 fatal to anch eccentricities. This particalar eos-
tome will not nowadays find defenders, and thers is no
necessity for ita asssilant to procsed to extremities, an ahe
very nearly does in the dangerone argnment * when women
play teonis they do not divest themselvea of half their
clothes.’

QUR fair critic haa another grievance which, as far as we
are aware, has at any rate a better foundation. It is that
the lawn tepnis player fastens {without securing) *the
drapery about bis lower limbs with a gaudy silk zearf in
place ot the more relinble but less decorative belt,’ and ie
thus compelled to resort from time to time to something
like & naotical *bhiteb.' Now this very gaudy ailk scarf is
probably au attempt to eonform to or imitate the Darwinian
priociple ; and it wust be very disappointiog to the ™
to hear that natoral eelectlon after all relecta a belt. What
in even worse is that the representative of the ladies
actually thinke that ‘nothing is so becoming to a pink-:
and-white-faced Englishman as & fine white eambrie shirt
and grey flannel trousers.’

Is it for this that we discard our favonrite ondress, and
don the easily apoited and shrinksble 'whites’? Who
would have consldered himeelf to be fully dressed oven for &
ericket match in grey tronsers? The srticle is sccompanied
by sn illustration whbich supplementa the dress described
with a very tight-looking * blazer,’ » cigarette, a chequered
cap {(peakless), and a stiff, white, stick-up collar, There
are & few bappy mortals who are not prevented by Infirmi-
tiea of the flesh from wearing snch a collar and playiog well
in tooroaments.

FRoM Welliogton & valued correspondent writes : —
* Everybody here in extremely gratified at the result of the
licensing election. When I went inte the booth to vote, a
perplexed old lady with voting papers in her hand implored
mie to help ber. All she knew was that she wanted to vots
for the msake of the children, but how to do this she
badn’t the rewotest idea. I knew what the poor
woman meant, end was sorry that I could not halp
ber in any legal way. Hundreds of voters, male wnd
female, were in the same pecoliar quandary. There wers
some aleven hundred informal papers. An immense and
most sorprising number voted for prohibition, aod it in
stated that folly two thirds of informal votes wera papems
of electors who demired prohibition. Thin I thiok very
likely. They were moatly tLe votes of wameo, however.
Everybody claims & sobetantial victory, mod Bir Kobert
Stout appenrs pecaliarly pleazed. The 'ost sayn ot i rather
plessed. The Evening Press in quile pleased, The Times
says nothing at sll, bat on the whole ia also pleased.

I understand & meetiog is to ba bald mext Wednesday to
detotmine what ia o be done with eaveral returning
officers, who alee appeatad enveloped in the aamé fog which
abacared 80 many others, and gecerally to mascertaln, if
possible, how thingw actoally stand. It will considerably
alocidate matters to determine this’

PICNICS, as & role, are rather too moch of the *small
beer’ order of functions to merit being placed on record in
topies of the week. An exception muat be mnde, however,
in favonr of that given by Mr Butler, of Sargood, Butler,
and Nichol, in Melbourns, to the employees of Sargood’s
firmm in Anckland. In the firat place the sffair waa so
thoronghly well and af the sams time so gracefully done.
Not marely were the champag the luncheon, the musie,
and the general arrangements mbsolutely porfeet of their
kind, but the example to other large firme and offices was
eo exoellent.  Ra-uniona of this wort do more to eatab-
lish good fesling and loyalty between the heads of the
*honss’ and those who assist them te make its for-
tones than c¢an well be imagined. It would be very
plessant if other of the big business mer in New
Zealand wounid emulate the kindly feeling and gene-
roeity which prompled Mr Baotler to entertain the
employees and friends of BSargood's. To describe the
picnio at length woold absorb too muneh of onr apace.
The run down the bharbonr in the Britannia, the races at
Motatapn, the Gshing, the good cheer sod the apeeches were
all enjoyable. The catering of Mr McEwan cawe in for
special and well-deserved commendation, and the brand of
champagna enpplied was excellent. Among the gueats
were Mrs John Ross, Mr and Mrm Thompson (MeArthur
and Co.), Captain Anderson, Mr Ranson, Mr Smith, Mr
¥riend, Mr and the Missea Brett, and & few others.

A LADY contribator to the Pall Mall Gazette makes
eomplaint, in bright and rather bitter langusge, against the
modern young wan, Men are so osed to loock upon the
other eax a3 & natuzal and non-resentfal object of their own
ecomplacent criticient, that this will seem to wany of them
contrary to the nstural order of things. Still, they are
often, it muet be sonfessed, immensely anxions to know the
opinion which women entertain of them, thongh with the
same kind of superior euriosity with which Eoglishmen
await the opinion of a Frenchman who endeavonrs to re-
cord bis imperfeet impressiona of their great conntry; it
doesn’t matter ; but still they like to know. The complaint
of the ladies, put shortly, is that the woderr yourg man ia
not companionable. I is rather a eerious allegation, and
one which, from its very moderation will invite sttention,
the more becanse the idea of companionableness is very
familiar t0 men, each of whom thinks, as & 1ule, that what-
ever bis shortcomiogn in the larger order of social functions,
he isa very companicuablecreatnre when aloneaud taken as
heis. In the worde of Mr Joshua Tubbs, they will feel
! bart,’—not sagry—but hart.

THE FPril Mail's lady contributor finde youog men such
bad company that she is almoet vindictive. She asks o
{ittle of them—so she thinks, forgetting Thackeray's axiom
that bo man can be a good companion to 8 woman till he is
middle-aged—that she vows that takiog them ms they are
and in & lump she dislikes them, and would do mnything if
ons could do without them. Quite young ladies are, of
eourse, the laat people from whom to expect s *true re-
lation ’ of their private viewa about young men. OF those
whom they like beat, they natarally say leaat. They are
all fugitives from the court of inquiry in this respect, or elee
unwilling witnesses, But women—that is, yonog Indies
who have grown rather older—may be relied upon to say
what they think ; and the lady io question takes care to
fortify her position by avowing that she has ' arrived at e
time of life when moat women desert the idol of middle.
aged distinction at whose feet they sat as girls, and listsn
by preference to the egotistical prattle or love-makicg of
boye." Pretty hearing this for middle-aged distipetion !

Bu'r bere the lady is hardly consistent ; for we believe
our diagrosis is correct, and that what she wants is that
young men should ba companionable—and egotism and
flirtation mre not *company’ in the sense she requires, An
ahe writén to *reliave her feelings,’ wo may assunme that
natters are nob guite so bad as she paints them. Dat
oeither in the *statesmanlike young man'—that la, the
serious snd ratber priggish yonth—nor in the wicked young
maD, not 10 tbe Indylike young mao, nor even in the ordianry
young man, does sbe God the society she seekn.  An the
first is & naturally old yooog mao, she can bardly expect to
fiod in him the companionable qualitities of youth, Youong
Indies are far ruore ready than might be expected to admit
a likiog for the well-informed young map, even though a
prig, or for the polite young man, even if rather effeminate,
because cleverness and politeness are qualities which they
can sdmirt quite separately from aoy regard for their
owper. Bewides, "here le & certaln safety for m girl o talk-
log with a prig or a conrtler, Tha former, at any rate, is
pretty sute Lo be thioklog mostly sboat himeslf; wherens
the pios, ordioary youug wan v apt to be thinking sbout
her, loog before she thioks anything at ali about him, and
in apt to be ' too pravicas* generally.

Now, the priggish young man oever ersates anxiaty of
thiv kind, and a0 gets the credit of being better liked by
women than heis. As the chief complaint of the Pall Mall's
lady oontribator against the wicked young man is that he
s not wicked enough, but only & feeble kind of impostor,
w6 may assume that he ia only lnserted to complete the
classification. Her eatimata of the ladylike young man is
amusing. *I bave noticed,’ she writes, * that when & woman
tries to ba 8 man, she is very rarely anything like a gentle-
mon. Bot the ladylike young man is frequently a very
well.bred young lady. His little graces sod attitndes are
often very pleasiog in & way. He sympathises keenly
with the very mibor troublea of life, and wavea the sericas
onee aside with A paradox, He is efeminate and effete, yet
amusing for & time, until yon dread the recurrence of his
little exclamations. He seema to be unpopalar with other
men ; and aa one can hardly put that down to jealousy, his
society is not 60 bonour to & woman. He is not one's idea
of what a yoong man sheald be. Still, ba is not nncom-
panionable.’ The last sentence of this not very kind de-
acription contains what we have indicated as the probabla
elua to the ladies’ dircontent with the modern yonog map,
and incidentally a very sufficient jostification for the favenr
which women show to yonths of whom men blindly deciare
that ! they never can see anything in them.’ *The nrdinary
young man is negatirely preferable, of conrse. Suppoeing
hiw to ba neitker a prig or & bore, nor despised of hia fel-
lows like the lady’ike young man, ror immedest. Suppose
him to be ordinarily well bred. My general complaint ia
twolold. Firstly, he is too fond of paraonal chatf, whichisa
good () snbstitute for conversation, but is 6 boisanca
when conversation would else bave been pansihle.  Besides
it implies & previons education in tedious details, and with-
ont that ia nnintelligible.’

WE may grant vhe jostice of that at once—the barrack-
room education of public school and callege life, withont
women's soeiety and with & parrow and familiar cirele of
interests is uicly responsinle for it. But, secondly, ‘ He
is too calenlating. 1 do not wish my friends to go to the
dogs ; but to be always thinking of their sdvantage cer-
tainly ¢tloge some of their finer feelings—their sense of
pathos, 28y, or their sympathy geoeraliy. There was more
absodonment abont young men when I was a girl, and
though 1t eent some of them under, the others were, I ven-
ture to think, more amiable. Nowadays, if the ordinary
Young man is poor, he is always thinking (and frequently
talking) about "' getting on"; if he is rich he ia always
keen about haviog his money's worth ; he wants to buy life
atatore prices.’

ANOTHER lady writes to complait that the hard work of
modarn life is destroying all nobility of character. We
don’t believe it. Most men of noble character have rather
overworked than underworked their epergies; though the
graces may rather suffor from the effects even of an eight-
houra day. But one of the firat visible results of the
caleulating frame of mind in a young nan, who has not
realised, as the older ones do, that motivea are nesrly
always mixed in every way of life, ia to prodoce the
stupid habit of attributing commonplace, or even sordid,
motives all roond.— an indication that the fears of the
Fall Mall's contributor 88 to the decay of eensibility
are not grouodless. Bot women have the remedy partly
in their own bande; aod it is to be hoped that il their
experience agrees with that of the writer in the Prlf il
(Fazelte, they will make use of it. They hove ooly to make
it understood that, in their opiolon, refereoce to personal
profits and loss and pecuniary ainis snd smbitions are *not
good form,’ & rule very well woderstood and acted npon
until lately by well-bred people, and that particular form af
social defect will soon cease to form & barrier to companion-
ship between modern yooog men and woemesn.
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