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manper of such thinga to the varying satisfaction of

the participants. Oo the whole the holiday appears
to have been more satisfactory then usual.  The weather
all over the istand seems to have been favourable to outdoor
excursions, so the campers-ont, yachtswen, and picnickers
generally had a pleasant time. The majority of less
enerpetic mortals also appear to have derived pleasure from
the holiday, but there ie always a discontented mppearance
ahout business people after one of these enforced holidaye.
They wean increased work before and after, in order to
compensate for the time lost, aund one frequently feels in-
clined to doabt whether the game is worth the candle.
There is, too, no doubt about the disorganising effect of s
day off'—a fact we have remarked wpon once before in
these eolumne, There are few people, for instance, who do
pot eordially detest Monday as & workiog day, simply be-
cause they have ‘run down' on Natorday afternoon and
Suaday, and cne feels donbly irritable on tramping, bussing,
or trainipg it down to work on the Tuesday after a
Monday beak holiday. Yeb of sll our holidays Easter is
the most pleasant. There is more of it in the firat place,
and the time of year is infinitely more enjoyable than
Chnetiuas. The weather is eooler, and there are no tire-
some family re-unione—that most desdly form of baredom
—which makes Christmas a dreaded infliction in the eyes
of many of ua,

THE Esoter holidays have come sand gone after the

' assInG from generalities to particuiars, the accounts of
the holiday apd the manuer in which it was spent in the
different towns aod centres contain little out of the usual
ron. [n Wellington Easter Mondsy wap too windy to be
really pleasant, bub still pleasura-seekers were able to
congratolate themselves pn the nbsence of the downponr
which seemed almost s certsioty sll day long The
churchen of the Empire City ware, by the way, in common
with churches ail over the colony, greatly patronised on
Sunday, many mon-church goers being attracted by the
Huster decorations, which appear to have been moat
elaborate and extensive in Wellington this year. In Anck-
Jand Lhe holidays were graced by the most perfecs weatber
possivle. A whale fleet of yachta left the harbonr, and
there were scores of water excursiona of every sort.

Tie excellent arrangements of the railway department
io the matter of excursions to Hotorua and Ukoroire was
soother canse for the exodua from Auckland. Both st
Whakarewsrewa and at Ukoroire the hotels were motre than
full, but everyone appears to have epjoyed thy, outing im-
mensely. But it was the Aunckland race meating, of course,
which atiracted the grestest nutuber of northerners. The
arrepgetents were, a1 & matter of course, excellent, and
the ueual compliments in which we join were bestowed on
Ar larcival. Caterer McEwan was aleo worthily com.
mended oo all hands for the excellence of the Inncheon pro-
vided. The muwic was of the ususl order, and the sport
motre than telerable. It will be noticed from the list of
frocks in the Auckland letter that there was no falling off
in the smartoess of the race dresses.

IN Chriatchurch the weather was also magoificeat, but
snltry. A large number of people weot camping, sod there
were an onusunl pumber of picoics. Somnper waa, it may
be imagined, fuil 1o oveiHowicg, the beach belog » juy that
never appeats to eloy. Hanmer Hpringa in further aficld,
bak the place was full of visitors the whole week end. The
race meeting was well patronised, bat of this fonction we
shall have more to eay mext week, Aa for Dogedin, ex-
ceptiog that there wan po Tain, no news hascome to hand as
t0 hiow the holiday was spent.

A CORRESPONDENT writes from Wellington : * Parhaps
thia note should bs sent to yoor Lady Edlitor, buot 1 have
heard so many persons commenting on the matter referred
to that [ thonght the best plan to sdopt would be to refer
the question to the Editor, and let him deal with it ms he
haa & mind to. How, or why i it (the queation ie) that the
same identical peopla are mentioned in the ladiea' lotters to
newspapers time aftertime andyearalter year ubeing;:ment
ntthil.that-.arhheubhermmblylndnnnt.hen! 'l'hed:.ﬂ'e\:ant
dressesof the samaladies conatitute the one eternal variation.
Are there no other Iadies, or if there be, don’t they—or do
they—also wear dresses? Are the ladies that are men.
tioned, mentioned becanse they are the best-looking, or the
best dressed, or the most aristocratie, or democratic? Are
they the most talented, or the mnet highly educated ? Are
they the tallest, or the shortest, the moat gracefal, the most
girlish, the mest womsauly, or the least affected 1 If one
bat knew the principle on which thi selection waa made,
and s0 tenaciouely ¢long to during (I may eay) agee, one
could go inte the philorophy of the thing,and perbaps follow
out a very interesting stndy. Bot at present all ia dark
around this mystery. Althongh I am putting the question
to gratify the left-out-in-the-cold feminine mind, I can my-
self say that I haven't overstated the matter at all. Duoring
the recent visit of the Brough and Bouecicault Company to
this city the dresa circle of oor Opera House was crowled
night after night witk new faces —and new dresses. [t was
pointed out to me, in journa! after journal, that throughoos
the season the same ladies, and only the same, were men-
tioned in each; the boodreds of others were not noticed
ooce. That they wore dresses [and really nice dresses) I
van voueh for. Perhaps there is an explanation of this ab

strusa problem.’

Tue dificalty of avoidicg snytbing like cligues in the
society letters is 8 problem which bas presented itself over
andaver again to the editots of the NEwW ZEALAND GRAPHIC,
The only solution of this intricate question which commeands
iteelf is that society people themselves should come forward
and lend their aid towards the due representation in black
and white of themselves and their pretty costumen, foritis a
wource of pain and grief to the ordinary contribntors to
society news that they are ouly humen, and only possesa
one memory aud owne pair of eyes each. The chief
cectrea of civilisation in this colony are rapidly increas-
ing their population, and that population is, unfortn-
nately, of a migratory nature. [t is this constant change
of residence, which ia one of the difficulties our society
correspondents have to contend with. Amother is the
rapid growth of our girls into younmg ladies wish
sruart new frocks and daioty millicery. which all
demsnd adequate description 1n a popular journal. Now,
if thoses who ecertninly merit an equal place in this
fashionable chronicle, and who are left out from cirenw-
ptances over which the edivera have no control, would
kicndly club together and send im their names and & brief
description of their gowas, they would greatly oblige,
Cuoe young lady might do it for bereelf and {riends, signing
her own name, io confidence, to the editor, not for pablica-
tion, but a8 a gnarantee of good faith,

It is almost a pity that o talented a violiniab as Miss
Bessie Doyle should have challenged comparison by declar-
ing becself the equal of Lady Halle (Norman Nerads),
Mies Doyle, is a great violicist, aud & very beautiful one,
but she can no more compare with Lady Hallé than can her
young pianist, & very clever yonog fellow, with Paderewski,
Uzne would never bave dreamed of making a comparison,
which would be more than usnally unfair, but for the
fact that Miss Duyle declared at the top of her pro-
gramme that she shares with Lady Hallé the distinetion
of beiog the greateet lady viclinist of the world, Apart
from this tather stupid bit of *brag’ on the part of thia
artist, there is nothing bub praise due to Miss Doyle. If
not yet & Lady Halié, she pives promise that she will be
one before long. That she in the greatest lady viclinist
who has visited this colony la a certainty. Her playing is
magoificent, and the two concerts given in Anckland have
wroased the greatest enthusiasm. No more artistic violin-
ist ham visited this colony, and her phyeical gifts,
ber nndeniable beanty of face end figure, ate an wdditionnl
attraction of considerable weigbt. Misa Doyle is fortonate,
teo, in the baritoge of the little company who support her.
Mr Mackenzie has » wost excellent volce of great power,
mod sioge as if be thoroughly enjoyed it. In the soprano
she is bardly so fortnnate. As a professionsl singer Miss
Birch canoot be mecounted a startling success. The com-
pauy tour the island, and their concerts shoold be largely
attended by musical people.

1T must be & matter for deep thankluiness to all in-
terested in the oroithological progresa of the colony that at
length that Important and valuable bird, the morepork, is -
recaiving due recoguition in Kuglasd. The Knglish Graphic
sayn:—'A rare Anstrslian bird i now in the Zoo, that
enrions kind of goat-ancker known sinntifically as Cavier's
“podargna,’ and popuolarly av the More pork from ite peculiny
pote. It has & boge month, and ean bolt & big monse com-
fortably. The podargusis reckoned an anloeky bird, and iv
maintains its reputation by choosing tombatones as it
tavourite perch.’ Wa are, of conrse, quite prepared to ba
swallowed up in the larger tract of land known as Auatralis.
That New Zealand in u separate island has penetrated the
brains of only & limitad nsmber of the inhabitants of Great
Britain and Ireland, That ita flora and fanna are the same
an Anstralia's is taken for granted. In the case of the more-
pork, which we must henceforth eall the pedargum, the
existence of New Zealand an one of ita lecales, is ignored, or
more probably, ookoown. This is ooly one ot the many
elights that thin very important colony is continually re-
ceiving at the hands of the mether-countiry.' True, the
Waitomo cavern has just been announced abt Home, and
astonishnient and congratulation etroggled for the maatery
when our friends at the other side of tha world realised
that soch natoral beaaties were actnally visible aod
reachable in bright little Maoriland.

WE frequently hear of people who saifer from insomnia,
and 8s no one reading this paragragh can be sure that he or
she nmigy not be the next victim of this distressing complaint,
a remedy, or perhaps cne should say an alleviation, shoald
be hailed with enthusissm. Perhape it sbhoold fivet be
stated—but this does not in any way discount the valoe of
the sngpestion—that the ides comes from Ameriea. The
Yankees are marvellonsly ingenious, and possess remark-
able inventive capacities. DBztter than this, they have
the push and ploek 1o nse them to advantage. Bt
revenons @ nos moufons. A smart socisty woman who
is troubled with sleeplessness i *at home' two nighrs
in the week to all her lady friends who are similarly
alfected. The guests appear in any sorr of costumes they
please, peignoirs, tea-gowns, bath-robes, or any respectable
covering, in sbort. The lights are dim, the convereation
low aod dull in the extreme. Soothing music is to be
rendered in one roow, hot chocolate aud tight wafers are ob-
tainable in ancther. Cooches snd ea=y chaire are scattered
all over, and anyone is allowed to fall meleep whenever or
wherever they please. As an improvement on the soothing
music, which some people might find irritating, an ua-
popalar preacher's sermons might be procured, and read
sloud at intervals, or discaesions for raising money for
church purposes might be started. The latter when an-
noanced s ' meetinga for that purpose’ are always very
badly attended, and are therefure, presnmably, noiuterest-
ing. For & man's iosomnia party, eold water, gruel, no
pipes, no cards, plenty of sermone, a little of the * Pilgrim’a
Progresa,’ a few wakeful babies to hush to eleep, etc , might
prove adequate soporifica.

* FILTHY lucre ' cannot be so grimy ano article after all ay
Seripture teacheth ua to believe, else why do Christian con-
gregations strain their ioventive facuities to an extent
bordering on the ridiculoas in the efort to possess it, The
newest departure {and one which certainly beats the record
for ingenuity in, shall we say, religious money grubbiog) is
& acheme that rumonr reports to have been set on foot by
would-be zhining lighta of & certain subarban Presbyterian
congregation, To explain wonld bs what the grammar
books call * nseless circnmloention.” Allow me to bequeath
to posterity the eloguently coucise aod explicit epistle
which lately emauated from the joint brains {*) of said shin-
ing lights, beibg transmitied on two respective nheets
of note-paper, to two other shining lighta:-—'Saow.
belf to raise fuonds ip aid of Sk Stephen's Preaby-
tarian Chaech, Pooeonby, The funds of the above ehurch
baving fallen Short [note the emphasis lent by a ‘cap']
during the last year, it has been decided to set rolling a
Soowball. Firstly, yoo are earnestly requested to conbri-
bute the sum of one shiliing by postal note, and enclose ik
in thia letter to Mr ———, Necondly, you are requeated to
make two copies of this letter, puttiog on each the next
number to that which is at the bead of this latter ; miso give
your name and addresn on each copy snd forward them to
two friends. Amsoon sa the nnmber 12 bhas been reached
the anowball will be stopged. If yoo are not able to do
thia, please send the letter you receive to M- 5 B3 this
will be tke ooly way of knowing when the chain is broken.
But pleass do oot let it break in your hand.’

‘W have heard of raspectable gamblicg inatitutions known
as sales of work ; we are not igoorsnt of the juveaile lot.
tery bag that ealleth itsell & Christmas tree ; the man-trap
bazaar and sscred cautata are, too, too well-kbown com-
modities, but & anow-ball! The oame in itsell is & marvel of
sppropristeness and tact, ao soitable to our moltry climate,
»0 suggeative of heavenly exsmple which lavisbes good gifts
as genercusly as it ehowers the spotless snow, And there
s bumour, too, as everyone will observe who only ponders
it long enoogh, in the ldea of harlig thia geatls, playful
missile at the head of some cheerful giver, who will gal-



