
CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee. March 21.
It is notwith ordinary feelings of regret that the an-

nouncementof

THE DEATH OF MRS JOHN ANDERSON, BENR..

Inveresk. will be read by hundreds of people. The sad event was
not unexpected, for the deceased lady was overtaken by serious
illness some time ago, which she bore with great courage
and patience, and passed calmly away last evening, the 20th

March. Mr and Mrs John Anderson arrived here in 1850by the

Sir George Seymour, and soon after arrival took uptheir residence
with their family on the plains. The trials and difficulties of
those early times were shared bravely by Mrs Anderson, who

Eroved herself areal colonistand a fittinghelpmeetforher worthy
usband, and many a familyand wayfarer has had reason tobless

the charity and kindliness and cheerful advice bestowed by Mrs
Anderson. Her whole life has been one long thought for others,
which has endeared her to a very large circle of friends, whose

grief will be heartfelt, and the deepest sympathy is felt for Mr
Anderson and the family—four sons and two daughters. Mr and
Mrs Anderson were within eighteen months of their golden
wedding, but this celebration is seldom reached.

Friday afternoon Judge and Mrs Denniston entertained a
number of friendsat a very enjoyable

GARDEN PARTY.

The day was all that could be desired, astill nor’-wester prevailing.
Tennis and croquet were played during the afternoon. Delicious
afternoon tea, etc., were dispensed about the garden. Among
the guests I noticed Mrs and the Misses Tabart, Mrs and Miss

Harley, theMisses Gerard (two). Miss Black, ina cornflower blue
drill costume; Mrs and the Misses Cowlishaw, the latterin pretty
crepon gowns; Mrs Humphreys, Mrs Common, a handsome black
corded silk costume, bonnet en suite; Mrs Gibbs, Mrs Andrew
Anderson, and many others.

News reaches us of a delightful journey under other colours,
and that is of thetrip through the Otira Gorge to and from the
West Coast. This has been done by parties, including ladies,

camping out, and making quite a pleasure tripof it, andrecently
a party of ladies only, with the exception of the waggon-drivers,
had a mostenjoyable time. But the last trip of the coach was
beset with difficulties. At Kelly’s Creek a portion of the road
was washed away, and from the Bcaley to Springfield a dense, fog

prevailed. However, in Mr Cassidy’s hands they all arrived
safely after a protracted journey in bad weather almost all the
way.

THE EASTER ENCAMPMENT

promises to be very successful this year. The various companies
have been working hard at the new drill, and a large attendance
in campis expected. This is fixed at Kaiapoi, the road to which
is oneof our prettiest drives, and on Sunday all visitors will be
entertained at afternoon tea. We are having true autumn

weather—bright andlovely days, with just a suspicion of frost at

night, and if this lasts it will be perfect.
THE CHRISTCHURCH LIEDERKRANZCHEN,

or Society of the ‘ Song Wreath,’ is in a flourishing condition. It
held its second annual meeting last week, Mrs Julius, the presi-
dent. being in the chair. The outlook for the new season, which

begins next month, is very cheering. The number of subscribers
is increasing, and great interest is evinced among the working
members. Our musical friends in Auckland might do worse than
start something of the same kindamong themselves, and so help
to pass thewinterpleasantly.

The great
QUESTION OF PROHIBITION

isatpresent in everyone’s mouth,and to-morrow is the momentous

day for casting in ourvote with oneside or the other. The State of
Maine is quoted to us by certain ardent spirits as an excellent
example of whatpeople should be. But. dearreaders, whatthink
you of this : A captain of a certain vessel and a native of Maine,
attended a meeting of non-prohibitionists the other night, and
when asked his opinion on the subject, he simplyreplied. ‘ wait

a moment, I want to go to the ship for something.’ In ashort
time he returned carrying what appeared to be a Holy Bible
beautifullybound, and with gilt lettering on the cover. When

asked what he wanted with the Bible, he replied, ‘ This is the
result ofprohibition in Maine,’ and opening the so-called book, he
displayed to the astonished audience a tin-lined casefor spirits.
These Bibles, as you may be sure, are very readily sold by the

bjok-hawker, whose appearanceis eagerly hailed. Itwill, indeed,
bd an evil day for New Zealand when such a movement is passed
which would lead to such disastrous andirreligiousproceedings.

Dolly Vale.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee, March 22
The members of the Wellington Club intended

giving
A LARGE PICNIC TO REAR ADMIRAL BOWDEN-SMITH,

and for which they had issued a number of invitations, but as it
had rained almost incessantly for a couple of days before that
fixed for thepicnic, and the ground was, of course,very damp, a re-

ception was held at the Club instead, and was very largely at-

tended. The weather was fine but cold,and was just the day for
an indoor entertainment. The Club was prettily decorated for
the occasion, and nearly all the rooms were thrown open. Mr
Edward Pearce, the President, received, and all the other
members were most attentive, and gained golden opinions as

hosts. The guests were received in the billiard-room, and then

passed on to the tea-room, and afterwards either danced, played
tennis, or listened to theband,which played Jail the afternoon.
The afternoon tea was chiefly decorated with scarlet flowers and
drapery, andlooked verypretty, with heaped dishes of white and

purple grapes, tinted ices, and all kinds of sweets, besides tea,
coffee, and claret cup. Mr Werry was very busy introducing
the officers of the Squadron, of whom there were a large number

present from all three ships. The Admiral was alsointroduced to

most of the leading guests.

THE DRESSES.

A number of beautiful gowns were worn by the ladies, among
whom I saw Mrs Dowl, the eldest daughterof Mr Pearce, who
has just arrived from Home, wearing a pale terra-cotta gown

trimmed with pale biscuit lace, and a black bonnetbrightened
with gold; Miss Pearce wore a deeper shade of terra-cotta

trimmed with black, and a black bonnet; Mrs H. D. Crawford
wore afawn gown trimmed with silk; Lady Buckley, who is look-

ing very well after her trip to England, wore abeautifulgown of

a shade betweendrab and fawn, and a small scarlet velvet and
black jet bonnet; Mrs Pynsent, a lovely black gown brocaded

with heliotrope, and a heliotrope and white bonnet; Mrs Wil-

liams. a green lustre gown trimmed with black moir6. and a

cream and gold bonnet; Miss Hilda Williams, Gobelin blue

with wide epaulettes of lace, and black velvet hat; Miss

Elfle Williams,a pretty turquoise blue and black striped gown,

black velvet hatwith feathers, and ablack boa; Mrs R. Pharazyn,
a brown dress and black jetted mantle; Mrs Tolhurst, a pretty
black andblue shot silk trimmed with bands of blue silk covered

with black insertion, and ajet bonnet; Mrs Bell, fawn tweed,and
small bonnet; Lady Campbell, fawn brocade cloth trimmed with

claret velvet, and bonnet to match ; Mrs Cooper, a handsome

black jetted mantle and bonnet; Mrs Baker, grey trimmed

with black lace; Mrs Wardrop, fawn tweed, and hat to match;
Miss Buller, who has just arrived from Home, wore a dull fawn
gown trimmed with light green silk and 6cru lace insertion ; Miss

Duthie, fawn with a pink silk gathered yoke striped with fawn,
and a hatto match ; Mrs Hislop, a brown costume ; Mrs W. Fer-
guson. royal bluebrocade trimmed with coffee lace and a jet
bonnet; Miss Brandon, grey trimmed with shot silk ; Miss

A. Brandon, a pretty gown of dull dark blue with a vest of

red silk, and a black velvet hat with feathers; Miss Holmes,
black satin,and ajet bonnet ; Mrs Travers, blue serge, and black

hat with pinkrosps; MissGore, black and white si'k ; Miss M. Gore,
drab tweed, and black hat with scarlet flowers; Mrs Bell, fawn

tweed: Miss Turnbull, cream silk figured with brown, and a

cream hatwith black satinrosettes; Mrs Gibson (wife of Captain
Gibson), a black and white checked gownwith black silk sleeves,
and black feathered hat; Mrs A. Pearce, white drill, black hat

with mauveflowers under the brim ; Mrs Duncan, brown heather

tweed, and a black poke bonnet; Miss M. Pharazyn. a light
brown tweed, and hat tomatch ; Miss Izard, fawn trimmed

with bands of blue and biscuit insertion, black hat with flowers :
Mrs Rhodes, a handsome black silk gown : Mrs Buck, black ;
Mrs Barron, brown ; the Misses Barron, fawn gowns; Mrs Reid,

tabac brown corduroy w’ith pale green moire front; Miss Brown, a

black and green striped tweed with a black silk yoke and sleeves,

and a back velvet hat with green tips ; Mrs Taylor, a xery stylish
black satin gown edged with jet.and a jet bonnet; Mrs Holm-

wood, fawn jacket with a velvet cape,fawn hat; Mrs Hudson,
fawn tweed,' and a white hat with feathers: Miss Coleridge,
brown braided with black, and a cream hat; Mrs Butts, black;
Miss Cooper, white trimmed with insertion, yellow satin belt,

black velvet hat with yellow roses; Mrs Rose, black ; Miss Rose,
grey and white, and her sister, grey with a yoke of pink silk
veiled with white lace : Mrs Goring, dullgreencloth with awaist-
coatof striped pink and green silk, and white lace hat with high

standing roses; Mrs Quick, black, and black bonnet with

mignonette: Mrs G. Moore,of Napier, black, and fawn and white
bonnet: Mrs Purdy, grey flounced with black lace flounces, anda

black turned back hat; Miss Bethune, grey, and a black bonnet

covered with white flowers ; Miss Dransfield, black with a jetted
silk zouave over a mauve silk blouse, and a black and mauve

hat; Mrs Joseph, blue serge braided with black, black bonnet

with pink aigrette ; Mrs W. Nathan, a very handsome black

brocaded gown, and bonnet with flowers : Miss Nathan, a light
grey gown, and white hat with white satin bows: Miss Medley,
black trimmed with rows ofwhite insertion, and a white hat; Miss
Tolhurst, fawn, white hatwithpink band ; Miss Gillon, grey; Mrs

Simpson, floral gown, andbonnet to match : Miss Reeves, grey,

and black hat with red roses; Mrs J. S. M. Thompson, who is

staying with Mrs Mantellfrom Australia, wore pale mauve crSpe
trimmed with darker velvet, and epaulettes of wide white lace,

and a black hat trimmed with biscuit lace; Mrs Mantell, tabac
brown trimmed with moss green,and a brown chiffon hat with

green leaves; Miss Duncan, grey; Miss Baillie, cream, and a

sailor hat; Miss Tuckey. a dark gown and a velvet hat; Miss B.

Tuckey. brown speckled tweed, and velvet hat; Miss Skerrett,
pale Gobelin blue with lapels of white brocade edged with jet,
and her sister, peacock blue costume, and tan-coloured hat; also

Sir James Prendergast. Rear-Admiral Bowden-Smith, and nearly

all the officers from the three ships. Lord Kelburne. and Messrs

R. and C. Pharazyn. Bell, Tolhurst. Pearce, Werry. Goring. Simp-

son.Ed. Reid, Nathan. Baker. Parfitt, Duncan, Brandon, Bethune.

Joseph. Cooper, Duthie. Pynsent, Travers, CaptainLang, Captain
Gibson, Dr. Gillon. Dr. Purdy, etc.

AT THE CRICKET MATCH,

which took place on the Basin Reserve between ateam arranged

by Mr Worry and one selected from the three warships, there
were present Captain Lang. Captain and Mrs Gibson, the latter

in black ; Mr Werry. Miss Medley. Mrs Travers, in blue serge;
Miss Coleridge. Mrs Barclay, in black; Mrs T. C. Williams and
the Misses Williams; Miss Hilda Moorhouse, in white duck and
a black hatwith flowers; Mrs and the Misses Gore, Miss Noake.
the Misses Heywood, the Misses Henry, wearing white gownsand
white hats with pink flowers: Miss Graham, in mauve: Mrs

Barry Goring, Miss B Knight.Miss Gardiner. Miss Turnbull. Mrs

and Miss Bethune, Mrs Butts, Miss Ashbolt, Mr Bell, Major
Leefe, Messrs Abdy, Pelly, Warren, etc.

OUR PEOPLE.

The wharf was crowded to-day, on the occasion of the departure
of the Tarawera for Australia. Mr and Mrs Jellicoe and Miss
Ludbrook all left in her for a visit toEngland, and Mrs J. S. M.

Thompson, whohasbeenvisiting Mr and Mrs Krull, ofWanganui,
and Mrs Mantel], of Wellington, also leftby her, returning to her

homein Australia.
Mr and Mrs Taverner, ofRangitikei. and Mr and Mrs Abraham

also leavethis week fora trip to the old country.
Town will be exceedingly dull during the Easter holidays, for

besides those who have goneawayby sea, hundreds have goneup
country to spend the nextfour days.

OPHELIA.

HASTINGS.

Dear Bee, March 19.

RACES.

Our March meeting was undoubtedly a success. There may

not have been quite as many people as at previous meetings, but

those who were present seemed bent on enjoyment, and the

gowns were very smart. Some of those who were present
were Mesdames J. N. Williams. Fred Nelson. Frank Nelson.

Fitzroy, Russell, Newman (Wellington). Kinross, White.
Gore, Fenw’icke, Donnelly, Hoadley, Reed, Vickerman,

Sydney Johnston. Lean. Montgomery. Mason. Carlile,

Lowry, Carlyon. Haig. Tyreman, Morris, and the Misses
Russell (three), Williams (two). Sydney Johnston. Inglis, Ormond

(two), Lowry, Seale. Taylor, Tyreman, Donnelly, Shaw (two).

Baker, Rhodes, Hughes, and crowds more. Some of the gowns

were exceedingly pretty. Mrs J. N. Williams wore a lovely
shaded plum silk gown, lovely bonnet to match ; Mrs Fred Nel-

son, elegant grey costume, small gold bonnet; Mrs Fitzroy. grey

gown, black and gold jacket, small bonnet; Mrs Donnelly, as

usual,’ looked exceedingly well in a handsomeblack gown, helio-

trope yoke andcuffs covered with black silk lace, large black hat
with black and heliotrope bows; Mrs Lean, pale green gow n

trimmed with black insertion, black hat with black feathers ;
Mrs Sydney Johnston, pretty brown costume, and bonnet to

match ; Mrs Montgomery, dark gown trimmed with magenta
ribbon velvet, white strawhat with yellow flowers ; Mrs Haigh.
stylish cream gown, black hat with gold crown and feathers;
Mrs Carlile,fawn costume, black hat with sweet peas of many
colours; Mrs Vickerman. white linen gown, white waistcoat,
black flat hatwith pink roses ; Mrs Lang (who is ona visit toher

mother, Mrs Tanner), blackbrocaded gownwith yellow yoke and
cuffs covered with black lace, black hat with yellow flowers;

Mrs Crosse, drab-coloured gown, black bonnet with yello v roses ;
Mrs Fenwick, lovely sapphire blue silk gown trimmed with

rows of white ribbon velvet, white hat with black bows and
black wings; Mrs Gore, grey gown, small gold bonnet; Mis*
Russell, pretty light gown, large white hat: Miss Cara Russell,

cream gown with black insertion, large white hat with white
feathers; Misses Williams, cream gowns, white hats with

coloured poppies; Miss Barker, very pretty white gow n with

yellow trimmings, black hat; Miss Baker, pale green gown

trimmed with black insertion, black hat; Miss Shaw, pretty

figured heliotrope gown, cream hat: Miss Maude Shaw,

pretty grey - blue gown with pale blue silk yoke, cream

hat; Miss Maud Donnelly looked very nice in navy blue,

stylish hat; Miss Seale, light cotton gown, sailor hat; Miss
Mary Lowry, pink figured muslin gown, pretty hat; Miss
Ormond, cream gown trimmed with coloured rosettes; Miss Ada

Ormond, asimilar costume; Miss Rhodes,pale pink gown, black

hat; Miss Hughes black gown, black sailor hat: Miss Taylor,
dark skirt, blue striped blouse, sailor hat; Miss Danvers, cream

gown, cream hatwith yellow flowers. The usualluncheonparties

assembled under the willows, the weather being glorious.
OUR PEOPLE.

Mr and Mrs Fred Nelsonleave shortly for England. They will
carry with them many kind wishes from the numerous friends

they leave behind. e
Mrs Russell, with her sister, are away in Dunedin, but are ex-

pected back shortly. Miss Gertrude Russell has returned from
Australia.

Mrs Carlyon has beenon avisit to her mother at Fernhill.
Mrs Lang (Oarnaru) has been staying at Riverslea.
Miss Busby has been stopping at Waikoko.
Some of ourcricketers left this morning for the South, where

they play a number of matches. Messrs Gore. H. B. Williams,

and Ludbrooke were amongst the players. MrBrathwaite accom-

panied the team as scorer.

CHURCH MUSIC.

The ‘ Story of the Cross ’ is being sung every evening this week
in St. Matthew’s Church, the solos being taken by different
members of the choir. The singing on Sunday evening last was

good to listen to.

GOING AND COMING.

Miss Allan (Wellington) is on a visit to her brother, who has
taken Mr J. B. Brathwaite’s house furnished for some months.

Mr and Mrs Philson. of Russell. Bay of Islands, have arrived
and will take furnished apartments until their fine new bank is
finished.

Mrs W. Chambers (Gisborne) is staying with Mrs Chambers,
senr., at Te Mata.

Mr Hobbs paid a flying visit to Hastings recently. He was

looking remarkably well.

Mr and Mrs Yorke go south shortly. They will be much missed.
Miss Cara Russell has returned from Wellington.

GOWNS.

Mrs Tyreman is wearing a pretty fawn gown with black bands.
Amazon bat: Mrs Howard looks well in a pretty pink gingham
gown, black hatwith black feathers: Mrs Lean looks nice in a

heliotrope striped crepon gown,black hat with white roses; Miss
Allan wears a pretty pale pink gown, creain hat with red poppies ;
Mrs Loughnan is stylish in adark gown,brown cloak with large
wings bound with fur, sailor hat; Mrs Crosse, grey gown, small

cape,black bonnet with yellow flowers ; Mrs J.N. Williamswears
a handsomeblack gown with white pipings, black bonnet with
white roses; Miss Cara Russell, pretty cream gown,black flat hat
and blue flowers.

Dolly.

PICTON.

Dear Bee, March 20.

The tennis match
PICTON VERSUS BLENHEIM,

had to be postponed indefinitely on accountofrain. We were all

so sorry for the girls, who had worked like Trojans to put the
court in order, to practise for the coming tug-of-war, and in pre-

parations to receive the visiting team in a suitable manner, but

the rain was a regular ‘knock down argument,’which even the

most enthusiastic could not resist.
Ata meeting of the

WAITOHI FOOTBALL CLUB

it was resolved that, owing to the * unforeseen blows of circum-
stance.’ which had removed someof the best leather-kickers from
the town, the Club shouldcease to exist. Thesilver cup won by
the Club some time ago was presented to Lieutenant W. J.
Baillie, President of the Club, who has always beenan enthusias-
tic supporter of all athletic functions here and elsewhere, and
whose three sons have always been ardent footballers and
cricketers. The remnant of the Club have joined the Wairau

Club, so thatunless the riverbanks give way we shall have no
matches tochronicle from Picton. As for cricket, Picton ‘ was a

jolly place in times of old, but something ails it now.’ and its
energy hath departed from it. Even for the coming regatta,
whena little well-directed energy might cover them with glory,
our boys, with the exception of one, are letting the time slip
away. The one—Dugald Campbell—is training steadily for the
single sculls race, ana it goes without saying that we hope he will

win. At any rate we have the pleasure of thinking that he de-
serves to win.

The practices for
TRIAL BY JURY ’

are a sourceof much amusement for ouryoungfolk. Dr. and Mrs

Millington are working hard to teach the little ones their several
parts in the first part ofthe evening’sentertainment. Their little
songs, dances, and dresses will be quite an unique affair, and the
operetta ‘Trial by Jury,’ quite as effectiveand well performed as

if performed by most of the professionals who travel through our
district.

PEOPLE IN GENERAL.

Mrs (Captain) Temple (Christchurch), Miss Neave, and Miss
Stack are visitors of Mrs Mellish.

Miss Howard has returned home,much improved in health after
three months’ sojurn inKaikoura and Wellington.

Mr Paton, R.A..and Mrs Paton have been spendinga few weeks
in Picton, visiting all our‘show spots ’ and sketching. They are

so charmed with Picton that they are leaving now with the inten-
tion of returning tosettle here.

Still anotherPicton girl—Miss Williams—has distinguished her-

self in the late University examinations. Naturally, we are all

proud ofourgirls.
Jean.

Engagements
Miss Scherff, of

1 ‘ G 1 enal v on, ’
Auckland, i 8

engaged to Mr Gfford, of

the Bank of New Zea-
land. The marriage will shortly
eventuate.

The engagement is announced of Mr H. I’. Stark, as-

sistant manager of the Bank of New South Wales,Grahams-
town, Thames, to Miss Meta Kenrick, of Parawai, Thames.

The engagement has been announced of Mr Sandy Ken-
nedy and Miss Blanche Pickering, both of Wellington, and
also of Miss Connie Barclay, daughter of Captain Barclay,
of Wellington, to Mr C. Armstrong, of Palmerston North.

I hear (writes our Christchurch correspondent) Miss

Evelyn Harman has become engaged to the Rev. Mr Mayne
on the passage out from England.

Mr Robert B. Lusk, the rising young lawyer of Tara-
naki and well-known athlete, son of Daniel H. Lusk, of

Auckland, is engaged to Miss Nellie Webster, daughter of

Mr D. Webster, of New Plymouth.

The engagement is announced of Mr Lockhart, of the

Bink of New Zealand, Auckland, to Miss F. Power, well

known in musical and social circles in Auckland.

Miss Eva Scherff is engaged to Mr Alec MacKellar, of

Waikato. The wedding will take place about September.

‘MADAME FAVART.*

APART from those who are immediately concerned

in the production of an opera, the public know
little and trouble themselves little as to the amount

of labour or expense involved. They expect to see a credi-

table production and to get value for their money. The

risk, in tact, is with some few enterprising spirits, who, for

the love of the thing, provide amusement for all. The

Auckland Amateur Opera Club in their production of

‘ Madame Favart,’ commencing at the Opera Rouse on

Tuesday, April 10th, will stage an opera entirely new to
Auckland. It will probably cost over £6OO to produce, the
dressing being an exceptionally heavy item, and it is hoped
the Committee and all concerned may be amply rewarded
by a lengthy and prosperous run.
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