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it and him, Had it been sufficient to illumine his path,
the bulk of his difficulties would have vanished, but the
feeble ray was lost in the gloom overhead, and the task
of dragging himself upwards over obstacles he could but
!mlfsc_e, and without the aid of his hands, was one of
ineredible difficulty. He had really reached the en-
trance to the cave, and when at length the difficuities
of climbing the rocky slope were over, he found an aper-
ture wide enough to give him egvess. But the outer
cave, the vestibule, a3 we have called it, was full of water.
The tide, still rising, would in a few minutes be above
the exterual opening, and then of course utter darkness
would again set in for a spell. The swift passing gleam
of sunshine was now explained, Phobus Ead just risen
immediately opposite, and a ray from his chariot
wheels had darted throungh the low entrance and across
the rocky roof, bearing hope to the hapless wight
within, Every dancing wavelet reflected back the
morning glory, and even within the outer cave the
weary watcher, besumbed and miserable, conld see it
sparkling as he looked lengingly down, Buteven as he
iooked the irrepressible waves rose higher and higher,
they lost their glitter, grew sad and grey, the soft light
faded, the waters outside lap-lapped against the stony
wall above the entrance, and within the place of the
dead darkness which might be felt once more reigned
suprete,

CHAPTER XXXIV,

THE FISHING PARTY —MANAWACROA BAY—THE
WAR DANCE,

As indicated at the close of the last chapter, the sun
rose gloriously on the morming of the eventful day ap-
poinied for the meeting at Manawaoroa Bay of the fish-
ing gsrty invited hy the chief Takori. The few filmy
clouds which, glowing rosily, added grace to his advent,
melted before his golden beatns until not a solitary fleck
remained upon the azure sky. The June air had a de-
lightful crispness in it which bronght a sparkle to the
eye and a glow to the healthy cheek; otherwise the
season might have been supposed summer, so warm the
sunshine, §0 hright the foliage, s0 serene nature's every
aspect.

‘The captain and party were in high spirits, as, about
balf an hour after sunrise, their boat glided past the
Mascarin, and they merrily returned the grave salute of
Lieutenant Crozet. He had taken care to be on deck in
order once more to remonstrate against what he con-
ceived to be misplaced confidence on the part of his
superior officer. For himself, he had never been pre-
possessed with the natives, and viewed the free and easy
intercourse between the races which had latterly pre-
vailed with anything but approval, and, as prejudiced
eyes can always detect the symptoms they seek, so
recently the lientenant, although witbout actual grounds
for his suspicions, had fancied he discerned sigus of
latent treachery in every move of his brown neighbours.
As it turoed out, for once his Xremonit.ionswere justified
and terribly ; but he had cried * wolf’ so often, and with
so little cnuse, that the sanguine commandant only
laughed cheerily at his last warning,

tCrozet is becoming a veritable croaker. You must
see to his liver, mon am4,’ he cried to the doctor, and all
the party joioed in the laugh as they sped lightly away
to—their doom.

About the same time that the captain's boat left his
ship’s side, a light canoe containing threefigures emerged
from & distant inlet and shot forward as if te intercept
it. The two paddlers, despite their lusty arms, were evi-
dently females, but the third person, sitting motionless,
completely enshrouded in flaxen wrappings, might have
belonged to citber sex for all that could be seen of face
or form, Boat and ¢anoe passed within a few feet of
each other, exchanging salutations, the dark eyes of the
shrouded figure swiftly scrutinising each occupant of the
other craft. A gasp of relief escaped from the mufied
lips as they fell astern, and the canoe skimmed away in
the direction of Motu Arghia,

As Captain du Fresne's boat entered Manawaoroa Bay
its appesrance was greeted by loud ¢ries of welcome,
and on nearing the %each a crowd of officious gesticu-
lating slaves darted waist deep into the water, contend.
ing with each other for the honour of hauling it ashore.
Back from the beach on the sward a large number of
warriors, bedecked with paint and feathers, sat motion-
less wrapped in their mats looking gravely ogt, and here
and there small clusters of notables stood—with spears
and clubs grasped tightly, and resting on the gronnd—
in apparently stern confabulation. The gaiety of the

keha party was a litile dashed by the serious aspect of
the warriors, but as the cangiile were even more vocifer-
ous than usual, and seetmed boiling over with glee, the
absence of any welcome on the part of the masters was
not supposed due to lack of hospitality. They were most
likely, the captain suggested, still preoccupied by the
religious exercises they had probably just gone through.
He knew that fishing was in the eye of the Maori a
sacred act, and as such preceded by religious ohservances,
and he only regretted now that he had arrived on the
scene too late to witness these.

Too polite to interrupt the proceedings, the Frenchmen
stood at a short distance from their boat, waiting for
their host's advance, Meanwhiie the slaves, in exuher-
ant spirits, chatting, laughing, grimacing, capered round
them, jostling them rudely, temsrking upoan thelr in-
dividual peculiarities, handling their ygarments, and
cracking enigmatical jokes evoking noisy mirth, until
the captain, notwithstanding his good humour, had to
rebuke their unwonted familiarity, remarkicg as he did
so that the rascals must have been drinking. ~ To escape
their unpleasant proximity the visitors had gradually
faller back upon the sloping sward, and now stood at
some distance from the water's edge. The tide was
about full, and their boat high and dry. Takori came
to thewn at last, followed by several rangafiras, and ex-
pressed his pleasure at seeing them. His people, he
said, had all heen busy making ready, The ovens were
built, and soon the fishing would begin, after which
would come feasting, They had been praying, he said,
and conaunlting their oracles. The omens were favour-
able; God approved their actions. The baits would not

fail; not a fish would escape. But he had promised
his palcha friends m war dance. Now was a very
good time. The day was yet early. If the visitors
approved the dance s.'hmxl.ti' precede the fishing. OF
course the visitors ' would be delighted,’ ete., etc., and
at a given signal the body of warriors squatting on the
ground sprang to their feet, tossed off their mats and
fell into position, and, Takori leading, in a few minutes
the whole dark company, lately so self-contained and
serious, resembled fiends let loose from the nether pit
more than human inhabitants of this beauteous earth.
Their goggling eyes, fearful contortions, deep inspira-
tions, horrid outeries, and maniacal gestures were truly
appalling, and as with violent yet measured steps they
steadily approached towards the white strangers, these
involuntarily fell back, momentarily Auttered at their
menacing aspect, which truly was enough to make the
stoutest heart quail.

But the captain rallied his companions : ' Keep your
places, my friends,’ he said. ‘ Recollect this is but play.
Let not onr dark friends think us faint-hearted."

But even as he spoke the pakehe proup was surrounded,
Nearer pressed upon them those naked, wildly moving
figures ; nearer came those dreadful visages, The hot
breath of a hundred savages blew like a sirocco in their
white, scared faces, a hissing as of serpents sounded in
their ears, rows of white teeth snapped together, fiery
tongues shot out like darts, and finally with an awful
whoop, whose blood-curdling echoes tesonnded through
the bay, the furious savages launched themselves with
club and spear upon their helpless unarmed visitors, and
ere the last reverberation had died away the kind-
hearted commandant and his gay companions were in
another world.

: TO RE CONTINUED.}

FOREICN FLOWERS OF SPEECH.

THxe litile Latin, less Greek, and rather more French of the
typical lady novelist bave frequently whetted the derisive
appetite of the reviewer. Bat when a test is applied to the
eolnnina of a solemn daily paper with & view to diseovering
the little elassical embellishments nsed by ite sober cages, 1a
it to be supposed that tha laboar of the eearcher will be in
vain? At the close of 1851 a correapondent waded throogh
the leading nrticle of the Tiwies for that yesr, and extracted
the italicised foreign expressions; the file for 1892 was
aimilarly ecanned ;: now the 1893 numbers have been sub-
jected to scrutiny, The resnlts for 1891 and 1892 duly ap-
peared in detsil in these colamus ; our correspondent now
furnishes the 1893 particulars. Firat let the reader's atten-
tion be directed to the following table of comparizon :(—

Total number of differ- Total number of Ténes issues

ent foreign expres- wherencforeignexpressions
Y sionsA us appeared ih * leaders’
189l . N9 i BB
1892 . L1065
1893 . B .. PRURUES B

At a glance it will be inferred that the restraining influence,
commented opon, in dealing with the 1892 statistice, musat
sarely have been continued last year, sad it way be at once
dedueed that if this ratio of abstinence is sustained, this
annaal article will in time be uonecessary.

Analysing the 1893 examples, it is foupd that modus
vivendi haa at last been allowed a well-eArped repose.  This
war-horse came out twen!y-nioe times in 1891 and nineteen
in 1892, but only onee in 1893, Moré easy treatment has
also been shown to prima fecie, used aix times only, wheresa
the two previous years' recorde are respectively eleven and
tiftren. The Tinies still persiets in italicisiog waximom and
minimum ; these sppeared each tweniy and twenty-five
times. The Parish Couoci's Bill has already much at its
door, without teing responrible tor most of the sixteen ap-
peainnces of ex gficio  Nen pespumns (nioe timee) also
established itgelf in favour ; and some rach spirit baving dis-
covered that ex post facte had pot beew seren aut for over
two years, prompily used it eeven timea. Riéyime, too, ren-
dered good service B4 in former yeais, bnt the decline of that
soothiog word rapprechemien? from sixteen nppeatsnces in
1891 to twelve in 1892, and egain to two in 1893, is very
omiunons.  Sfdtus guo has Bleo 8 downward tendency;
while velte-fare, applied to the vaparies of a well-koown
atstesman, shows ar increase in appreciation. In 1892 guasi
was the rage ; laat year it mercifolly lay at rest ; and other
abseut friends include those tried servants carte/danche,
?cns sterdi, muataliv mutandis, par excellcnee, and raison

étre,

Here, perhaps, it would be well to give s complete list of
those expressions which have made one or more appearances
during each of the last thres years. The figures appended
H!Lntre to the appearances in 1893, 1892, and 1891, in this
order ;e

amonr propre 1 1 27 wirnkimum .. .. 256 14 12
arricre-prmace 1 1| medus vivemic .1 19 2@
honvi fi-fe . 4 5 8| noivedé L. . . 3 3 1
bong fidea o 33 )| nuanees . g2 1 1
roup d'étet .. o b 1 8| nungpmakttmug § 2 1
de die in diem v 2 2 1| persoanel .ob &2
de fanto .. .. 3 T &|pemfacie 81511
emglou(‘a 4 3 10| protasto o ]
en bloe .. " L 2 3 pretége .. . . g2 2 35
ez hyoothesi .. 2 1 3| rapprovhment .2 12 16
&x offfeio .- 1 1 5, reductivadatanrdum 203 1
ex parie o e 15 1| referemdiom .. 8 1 8
clen |, o 8 & 1!végimr ,, 1 12 10
habeas corpusy 3 8 5 rair - 8 2 &
T paixe .- 1 2 1| ateton .. .. 5 & 9
in retenso o 33 1 | wifuafgun L 6 B 3
loigwez foire . 11 1| witima ratio .. .2 1 2
maxinum .. Lo W W 13 | witra vires .. .11 01

Coming now to thoae forma of speech which made their
bow in 1893 for the Grst time, it is seen that a few wera
used on more than one occasion i —

Irvetkaiserbund ., . . Hinterlend . . .. 2
ex poal fueln . .. o T misitus operandi . .. 2
Jony et orign . e v 3| plien .. . . .o 8
grand krauncais .. o .. el statvs quo ante .. 2

Reviewing the subject gevernlly, distioet progrees in re-
formation may be reported, although it is somewhat regret-
table to find our contemporary, after avoiding for two yeara
rach terma as de morenis nil nisd bonusa, micler pulchra,
Sl prlehrior, in inedins res, and swasiter in modo, makiog
iccontinent use of them. Still, as the Times saxs, il
despwerandum ; snd soon we may bope to see its columnn
quite expurgated of the foreign element, mod literally, sans
Pphrase.

NOTICE TO AUTHORS.

Story Competition Prizes —'Xmas 1894.
FIRST PRIZE .. w £5 0 0
SECUOND I'RIZE .. £3 0 0
THIRD PRIZE.. .. .. £2 0 0

The atotiea muost not be less than 2,000, or more than
5,000 words in length, and free from anything unsuitable
for all classes of readers.

It will be ssen by Rule 7 that the broadest scope is
allowed. So that the scena of the stury is laid in New
Zealand, the choice of snbiget is unlimited. :

RULES

1. The GRArIS reserves the right to publish any story sent {n
other than the prize stories.

2. MSS. will not be raturned before the result s announced,
and ‘applications before that date will not receive attention.
Afior 1he results of tho Competition are made known, the Editor
will poat auch unsuccessful MSS5. as Inay not be required to thoss
who then make appllication oncloalng stanips

3, 'The Edilor cannot undertake to anawer inquirica having re-
forence Lo the trentiuent of the ntorics in detail, ~ The particulam
Riven are suficiont for tho_ purposes of the Compeatition, and
everything else id left ta the judgment and discretion of the com-

titora. The award of the fudges will be published as soon afler
the cloae of the Competition ns possible, and no information re.
spocting the award will be given to any competilor before this
publication.

4. Ench MS8. should be prepaid, and if left open at Lhe cndy
will be carried at hoock post rates. t whould addressed to Lhie
*Fditor, NEw ZEALAND GRaruic, Shortland-stireet. Auckland.’

5. A mottoinstead of the writer's name muat be written under
the title of the story. The author's real name must be enclosed
in an envelope addressed 1o the oditor.

BEARING THE MOTTO AND THE WORDS *STORY COMPETI:
TION' ON THE TOP LEFT CORNER.

This envelope musat not be placed In the MSS. packet, but muat ha
posted aeparately. It must alae contain & declarution thal tha
work is original and entirely the sendur’s own,

6. All contributions must reach the office bafore May 15th,

7. Chofea of subject resta with writer, but the scene must bo
tnid in New Zoaland, and be of special interost 'o Now Zea-
Janders. It may deal with rny wubject, natural, supcrnatural,
love, heroism, adventure, life on the gumiclds, go d mines of
country search for trensure, fighting or peace, in faet anything
bright and Intercsting, and free frem anything unsuitable tor
tamily reading.

8. Weite clearly, and on one side of the paperonly. No T
terger than foolscap should bo used. In cazer of l'qll!ll”frmp;‘:y
l_}ileri"tr. ;:{\je!erum:e will be given Lo atories lending themwelves to
1llusrtration.

GLUB HOTEL, uambron qua, weruicron

iUnder new Manogenient),
A DOWNES (fateaf Club Hotel, Te Arohn ), PROPRIETOR.

Spacioua Dining and Sitling Rooms, Conmmereial Room, Ladies
Dirawing Roomy ahd Hooms ex auite, Large Airy Iledrooms. The
Hotel is most comfortably furnished thronghout. Ladies will
receive at Lhe Club every altonticn. the domestic aTrangement~
buing unddr the direct supervision of Mus Dow~NES (wre Mins
Jexi, Hot, Cold, and Shower Baths, Nighl I'orter in attendance,
Luisine the very best  Terms strictly modernte. 1.0, Hox
No. 157, Melophone No. 71.

The most Central and best-appointed Hatel in Wellington.

PRIVATE HOSPITAL
GRANT ROAD, WELLINGTON.

This Hespita! has boen eatablinhed for the convenience of Patlonts
requiring skilled nursing with the comfort and quict of B privaty
house, and hns been su{:pllecl with every roquisitc for the preper
carrying out of surgical und medical treatment,

INURSIING SBTAFF:
LADY SUPERINTENDENT — MRS, HESK. late Staff Nume
mdon Hospital, 1yiplomée Londen Obstatrical Sociely
and Hritleh Hoapital, London,

MISS GODFRAY, lato Staff Nurse, London Hoapltal,

MISE BQUIRKE late Weliington Hospital, Head Nurse of Napior
Hoapital, Kxlra Nurse nnd Awsistant Night Superintendont
Edinburgh Royel Infilrmary.

MI28 WILDMAN, Nursing Sister for nine years Leede Inflrmary,

NURSES SENT OUT TO PRIVATE OABES.

TERMS :—From Four Guineas a week. These terma are paynble
weeokly and o advance. and aro exclusive af surgical dressings,
drugs, stimulants and personal laundry, Paticnts maeko thoir own
arrangemonts aa to medical or surgical atteadance.

NO INFECTIOUS CASES ADMITTED.
All G ications to be to the Lady Buperintendant.

Telaphone No, 786,
ﬂ
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