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HETHER tha hatred of man, the love of woman,
5 E or downright lazinses, drove him where we fonnd
him, nobody can very precisely tell There he
waa, anyway : thers he has boen for fourteen years. And,
I can assure yon, he looked a4 if be had suffered grievoosly,
not from any one of thess somplaints, buk from ail thres—
and more especially the laat, which perbaps, is tha moet
deadly of the varlons maladies specified, ss well an the
tmost unromantle. :
- . e
Wa dida's go to see bhim (as peoplein general do)in &
four-horse drag, along & road not st all bad, sa rosds in
Now Zealand go. As it was  beactiful Bunday afterncon
wa ook to the hills, from the snmmit of some of whish ons
Kota & charming view of thres borougha, to say nothing of &
suggestion of & large olty.-all within & very d

diss 1 the dirsotion of the barbonr, with
& view to lts ultimate sabmergenss In the bottom of thesea
‘Weomaked him if any of the Governors of the oolony had ever
visited bim. He said be had sen mone of tham bud one:
* Jarvols passed by the cave sevarsl times but took no notlce.
The fact i{s,’ be sontinued, " Gorernors havs no euriosity to
examine & onve with only s man in it ; what they like to
sen in & save iv stalactiten. Buat if & Governor did come
in I shounldn's trouble one way or another.' The:e la abous
hutf » mile from the care, on the road ronnd by the rocks,
an hotal,and we suggested shat perhape if only for the saka of

wlonal lon and b joty,be sometimes sallad
in there? He said he did so at first, bus the kindnees of
the persons he found thers becama & vaissnos tobhim and for
years he bad not done so.  Besidew, althoagh no member of
any P ganization, hawas s Her,and did nos
#ven smoke. Many persons, however, visited bim, especially

apace, by no means well populated. Island Bay, indsed,
enjoys the privilege of being & ward, all by itsalf, in the
Borough of Melrosa. There are, I think, » doxen ratspayers
in the whole ward, and if they don't enjoy the blessings of
Home Rule and self-government—why {6 is the simplest
thing in the world to splitthe wardinto twa, Of conrse,aawe
wern in search of s ehort cut to our destipation, we missed
our way more than once ; and it waa five o'clook in the
uvening when wo heard the marmur of the ocesa, and gob
round Lo tha rocks by the sea mmongat which is the Hermit's
Cars
* B
s
Bow this carern came into existence s no mnre clear
than bow the betmit catwe to take up bis sabode therein,
The hermit himeelf, I venture to say, never mads snch a
wpacious hole angwhere in the earth's surfaoe, in his life ;
the ses, evidently, did not make it; the Maoria did nob
make it. The entrance, for all the world looks like the
commencement of & miner's iaaonel, the front of which had
got somewhat battered by the wind and the rain; bat, in-
side, the cavity extends itael! in sn irregular manper, to s
height of from & to 12 feek, for & distanos of maybe 15 feot
or so, Thare It stops, and I see no reasots why it shouldn'’t.
‘Water tricklea down throngh the stones above ; the floor in
of sand. On looking into the cavern one at firet sees nothing
butblackdarkness. Presentlys not unplassant voice invites
us to enter if we will—and sa we do so an outatretched arm in
thes distance indicates & noat like a carpenter's treagle. In five
minutes or 20, we are sble t0 ses distinetly the hermit him
self, who sita opposite to the entrance to the cave on a seab
somewhat similar to our own. Thare is literally nothing
alse visible in the esvity beyond what hea been mantioned.
The bermit aleeps, no dombt—indeed, ba told ns that for
fonrteen years during which he had lived his lonely lifa, he
had, evary night alept we)l for some bours. Bot no bed or
bed clothes are vixible, nor yes a stick of firawood, nor waah-
basin, nor sabls, nor paonikin, nor kettla. He maid he was
fond of reading, and resd & good deal. Bob not & solitary
scrap of paper was sbout the premises ; and when we
offered to send him mn ooccasional copy of the Wellington
Port, he maid ha was slready full up of that stopendous
publication.
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In general Iam sorry to may, the hermis re-

inded me of 'G 1' Booth, He looks sa Genernl
Booth might look If the General wsided in such u cave, for
fourteen yoars. He has the same hawk face, that the General
bas, and otherwise strongly resomblos bim. Bat bia ¢ye ia
more roatloes, and his beard more shaggy and wokempt.
The Goneral, %0, 18 & mnch older man—the hearmit 1l ot
mach over fifty years of age. What his name is, or history,
po ope, I think, knowse Ths man is, svidently, not an
ordinery working man: in fact he isno working man at all,
and very likely naver has been one.  About ships, and the
Royal Navy he seoms %0 know & good deal: but be can
speak tolerably fusntly oo other subjects too—and more
eepecinlly on religlen snd polities. With regard to the
Intter hs convemsed freely; expressing the opiniom thab
politiclans in general wers homboge—*Sir Wlllism Fox
paid no—himsell & hombug.’ be reflested. I wis carions to
hear bim speak of Mr Boddon aa * Dick'—I thought thas
wis & privilege cosfined to the stalwart pen and miners of
the Weat Cosst. Bub he sald 'Dick’ had fooght for his
position and deseeved 18, * if for pothing slas bat the way In
which he bad stuck %o bis party.’ In the Governmant
Buildings he ifentod o iderable int , bat d
somewhat vorprised when we sasored him that it still oo
eupled the same aibe as sver i did. 'What he, no doubs, ax-.
pacted waa t0 loarn thas Mr Beddon had shifted the gigantie

on Bunday, in bis Home of these found fault with
bim for spending his life as ha did. But he barmed nohody,
*ssked nothing from no one ;* pobod y was taxed for him, or was
troubled in any way by bim, and surely he was entitled to
say that his mode of exi waa bhis bosk t Iy wasn'y,
oertainly, the sort of life that hed sttractions for many. In
wintar the scuth wind blew in there, and the sea ooeasion-
ally washed into the save. ‘Bot he preferred to pam
days so—and that wea encogh for him. - :
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By this tlma the sun Wi gotting low down in the west,
and we lefs onr eards in & hole in the wall and left the
hermit to prepare his tea—that is, if be does prepars his
meals, or if he has sny meals %o prepare. There was no
avidence of food anywhere; bot even hermita mask live, and
this one muoat get food somebhow’; miso clothes for shat
matter—bed clothes ma well aa day clothes. The former
may have heon stowed away in some dark recess : ws saw
mone  Tha clothes he atood, or rather sat in, for he never
rons, were of the moss onpistoresgone desoription, They
appeared rather soady and entirely too Joows, for $he man
who got invo them. It ia cerwainly trne that our friend nos
only does not sk, bat positively refoses, gifta from pecple,
Money is lott in the cave for all that, and thers 1n fish in
the sea—and no doubé this is how the pameless one son-
tinoes to keep the wolf from the place whers thersisn't &
door. He oocuaionally, bat st long intervals, visita Welling-
ton. It is not mo emey to macertain how he geta fring.
There lan’'t & sign of m wtick of timber anywhere at
sll near—gor yet far. The more one probes inte thess
little difioulties the moare unromantie growa the hermib.
Btill after all, the man must be s oharacter, It not
clean oracked, who lives in this extreordinery way ; who
dwells alone in & cave by the sea for years and yearn ! Such
& oave too—there is no beanty abont {6 ; the rocks sround
are Dot ploturesque, and, in fact, the genemml sapeet of the
immedinte locality is unpleasant. On & stormy winter's
night the wind I am sure must howl aroond the region in
the wildest wanver, and the roar of the ocoan, ab
sach times, must be dismal. But, winier or sommer,
what doea he do with himsel! doring the swenty-foor
boars ; how does he pasms the day—to asy wmatinng of
the night?! Well, I'm sure 1 don’t know—nar doea any-
ons slse. He doss oo work, thav's certain—but perhapy he
shinks. What abont! I'm really afraid he haan't got any-
thing very serions or desp to brood over. There ian's any
myatery, 1 think, nor yet romance, in hw history. I am
prepared however to declare that the harmit ia sn Irishman
—and that seconnks for ever 30 many strange thiogn. He
did not tell me thas he was an Irishman, bus I knsw it
when he epoke his fir+t pentence. That he has spent some
time st sea is probabls ; that he is not enamonred of hard
work, any work, is still clearer. Howaver, we won's eall
bim jaxy—we don’s know enough aboat bim to judge He
may be soffering from some physical incapasity, or evan
some mental malady, or from both. Anybow, he 4 one of
she oorioaities of, sod indeed, the chisf personage at, Island

. Bay.
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Just notios, before you lay down this paper, ootics cuse
more, how history repeata itself, and how trme it is that
thare is really nothing new noder thesun. I mean to -y
that there la & good deal of resemblance between Diogenea
who lived in & tub B.C. 412, and the Island Bay rocluse. In
the first pluos, Diogenos (in & Plokwickian sanse of oourse)
was & hambog—and oor barmlk ia something of that kind,
in » very meek way. Bacondly,
serupalously cloan in his teates and bablts, Thirdly, he de-
elared that If people soutd live witkoat him, he oould EeL on
quite 24 b liked withoat thoss people. Al Diogenca dis-

Diogenes  wasn's -

earded ntensils snd farnitare, saitable clothing snd sirong
drick. Nor la there very much difforencs betwesmn an
Asbenian tub and an Iiand Hay cave—as & place of re-
sidence. Farthormors the andient rynio hid Alsxandor 8o
£e from between hin: and the sun, aa the only favour he
eoild sonfer on him, whils the modern gentleman will lea
Glasgow kuow—il he gots the shance—that he, Glasgow,
eas do pothing for bim. I can's say, % be sure whethar
Diogenes bore any cutwird resomblance to * General ' Booth,
Probably be did: at all eventa he reserobled the General in
somo ways, If pot in featores.  Aod isa's IS strange tha
& man at all resembling the Great Captain of sha Balvation
Army ehouldlivein acaskoresve, Moutally, snyway,General
Booth is eonstrocted on entirely different lines, I'm
really sorry for the whols three myself; and I aan assure
you there isa't a man amongst all of us, who sonld tell
positively snd with mbaolute certainty, which of the threa
wha the must gennine mau. My own opinion is thas the
Athenian who lived 400 yesrs before Christ may have been
—bat this is & mere opinion. Tf you, on the other band,
prefer Goneral Booth—take him, I am afraid no one will
Fin his or ber faith sitogether to the Island Bay berioit,
who, after his fourteen yoars of refirement from the world,

- deserves better treatment. :

€5 FOR PICTURES.

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

SKETCHING

PRIZE COMPETITION

ECOGNIBING that litle or no encoursgemeny re-
wards the efforta of the New Zealand amatenr in ars

tha proprietor of tho GRAPRIC has datermined on
offering ] .
"TWQ PRIZES .
for the BEST PICTURE or SKETCH, in
Water Colour or Monochrome of
NEW ZEALAND LIFE, SCENERY or
CHARAGTER
Choios of subject is absolutely nolimited, saving thas -

it mast be charscieristie of New Zealand. Landecape,
marine, sylvan, or gendre pictures are equally eligible

THE FIRST PRIZE, £3,
wﬂlbel'm the best pioture or sketch sent in ;

THE SECOND PRIZE, £2,
for $he second best. ' ' '

Thess and such of the skatches sent In as sy be desmed
worthy will be published from time to time in the NEw
z:.gnm GRAPHIC The jodges will sward the to
the best pioture unbiased by any prejndice, bub in iy to be
hoped an effort will be made to avoid haekneyed and much-
painted subjects. - i

Careful attention to the mies is imperative.

1. SKETCHES MUST NOT BE ON ROUGH
GRAINED PAPER SMOOI'H PAPER OR BRISTOL

BOARD IS INDISPENSABLE.

N.H.—Th!r rale is abentutaly imperatl:
tnfullibly lead to prompt. disquallbention. “o7 "Airiogement wil

2 Amateurs only are allowed to sompate. Pe;
their Hving entirely by painting or t.enchrx?g mnungm;n%?g
idered ri. Such mre prof: ls, and aa ok
dlsgnalified Brom competition, '

i With regard to wlze, littls restriction In oroinad.
;k%w::hmnqit.:u:ﬁeu I:hn: 10 ll‘ll:;l by Bﬁe&hur “rﬁ the nlozurl::

nt otherw 6 ATLISE uay ohoose wha siwe anabies him
her to produce tho best effect. e ioa o=

' 4, A skotohes sent in become the Zmy-
a;m(}nﬁ:;xru. Mmhd;dmmmh of
@ prop: .

B. No frames are rejnired.
5. Bhotohes must ba t oaretuil ) 4
croasad, but omratully ruln:lgeg or p-ckez f.'f o

7. 'Thy jn
or favau l:'im
Boalotied

between two
will be by persons who have not pu to push
e

and not folded or
boards, .

p—a resfult ool always attained

8. Bietches mwst roach this office on or defore Monday,
Fabruary 16th, 1884
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