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distrost.  Barrel-organa aad other forma of strest music am
taxed or liconsed in sowe oonniriss, and the ides ia & good
ooe, and worth eommending to onr Colonial Tresaurer, who
might also add & tax on infants howling in places of

munion and good fellowship. The recent conversazione
and exhibition of lanterp slides at the Academy of
Arta ahowed thas our good amatears are little, if at

ments, railway trains, trams, 'boses, churches, and in the
public screeta.

AMONGST uther pleasures which snwwmer brings in ita
train is the snaasl choreh ting. Compared with the
lively i t—we might slmost aay i t, which
thesa old-time institotions are at preaent creating in social
eircles thronghout Auckland, the stage and sinful sppen-
dages thereto, are simply *not in it." FPerhapa the soothing
monatony of columns of facta and figures bearing on a aub-
jeet dimtinctly connected with his sool's welfare, is more
congenial to the average colonial than applanding a ballet
in temperatura 90 something in the shade. Wedo not ven-
tore to suggeat that the lemonade, rupberry _syrop {mors
effective than Mother Siegel) and b s 1 like

all, behind ths profowionsl. A photograph by a veally
good amatear is indeed usually better tban one of the same
subject by & good professional. Tha teur’s produocti
has generally & more artistio and original air,

THs Brongh and B alt C ly C ¥ are pow
crepting & boom in Wellington. The comedies snncted by
them are almost entirely new to Wellington andiences.
Somethiog which we may call instinot for want of a better
term enables the public to have knowledge of real dramatic
axcellence even hefore they have seen it, and heneco the
Opara House bad not an unoccupied soat in any part of the
building on Friday eveniag last, when tha Company, having
arrived in the city but & few honrs beform, made their first

the teaspoonfal of jam after castor-oil, are any sttraction,
bat, whatever the reason, church meetings have of iate at-
tained the eminence of an important social fanction,

WieTHER the yearly weading of not teo Hourlshing
. finaneial and other reports in & congregation are condociva
to heavier collection plates and renewed effort on the part
of patishioners, or effectual in extinguishing the last ray of
hope snd promoting ubiversal collapss amidst zealous
chorch-goers, it is of coume impoeaible to aay. Judging
from a meating held recenily in an Awnckland district, the
ceremony of reading the annual balance sheet is not always
attended with that amisble Chriatian good feeling which
one would expect. The gentleman upon whom had been
conferred the privilege of dieplaying the poonds, shillings
snd pence outlook of this particalsr community, (i e., the
secretary) refused to do so becanse of an inenlt heand otber
officers had been subjected to by some pet lambe in the
flcck. The ineult wea a prayer offered on behalf of *the
cold bearted, luke-waim officers of thia chaurch ;' the pet
lambe wers some Chrislian Endeavourers, endeavouring to
attend to avery bueiness but their own. Now the afore-
d baliet ondeniably makes money akip, whether
from the pockets of people who wonld otherwiee place it in
the collection plate or not is another matter. There ia de-
plorably too little in any of our chorches to make the pre-
pariog aad reeding of an annos! balance-sheet a particularly
elevating occupation at apy time, and thoas who have the
coursge to cheerfully perform suck tasks from m zense of
duty, are in themeelves a poble coatradiction of the unjost
and uotrue asperwions cast upon them by membera aa use-
less probably, aes they are disagreeable.

THE tecent suggeation of Dr. Youl, the City Coroner of
Melbonrne, that s witness wonld do well to tell a lis
even on cath to save the reputation of & woman, has, of
couree, caused a great deal of comment in Wellington as
elsewhere. Many soperficially goad people are excessively
shocked at it. Nevertheless {says our Wellington corres-
pondent), it ought to be the fortieth articie of the English
and some one article or other of avery ather Christian
church. There is not in Aosiralasia, nor perhaps in all
England, & man with a vaster range of homan experience
thag Dr. Youl. He has held inquests on people whom ha
afterwards met in the street, and inone single year hehas held
enquiries concerning the deaths of one hundred and twenty-
seven watortunates fished up out of the moddy Yarra. He
mustbe getting prettyold, and tolerably tired of thediamaland
dreary and eternal atory of homan frailty and misery by
this time. I knew Dr. Yoo! many years ago, and he was
not young then. He always strock me as being a remark-
able man, eccentric in some ways apd things, but possessed
of an immense fund of downright common sense. There
waa nothing of the * pamby pamnby doctor * about bim. Ha
waa indeed that somewhat rare avis, an M.D. with
character marked distinctly in everything he said or did.
A lady went to him once and said, © Oh, doctor, I'm airaid
there's something fearfully wrong with my stomach.” <Oh
no,” said Dr. Youl, ‘nothing at all wroog, madam, with
your stomach. God made your stomach; H e knows how to
make ‘em. Yoo have pat something into your stomach
which bas disagreed with youn,*

FoR & man who hasy been writing depositions all his life
hin aversion to the pen is straoge, but he never puts any-
thing down on paper that he ean possibly mvoid. ‘Ooe
never knows what even a seratch of tbe pen may do,” be
says ; and even his signature he abbreviates, writing * Ric.
You,” {for Richard Youl} in such fashion that no one couid
posvibly tell what or whose the name was. Bat he talks
freely enough, aud if anything he says gets into print aod
canses nopleasant comment, he says even the press is not
infallible, and reporters oecasionally get hold of the wroog
end of the sick.

IF amatoor photoénphun {ncrease and multiplyst p

intance with the womewhat eritical fregmenters of
cerhlnly the finest and largest theatrs jn New Zeslaad.
Batorday night mgsir, most singalar to say, the homse
wan packed from fAoor to eeiling, for s & rule, Satarday
night is an off night in Wallington,

*Tur Village Priest,’ with which Broogh and Boocicanolt
opened, isone of * The Profligate * order of plays, that is to
say, it has a purpose in view mll along-~that of ahowing
that the effects of crime are eternal, involving for ever and
#var the innocent and the guilty alike in inevitable catas-
trophe. It haa been called & most improbable atory. 1
see no improbability in it. Abpyhow, we care not much
whether the stage story is real or ouresl, so long
as the men and women on the boards nre real
human beings holding & real mirror up to real human
oatare,  This is what the Brough and Boocicault
Company do. The Abbé Dobois may not be a very
real Cathotle priest, buot he is a real man. It may
appear very uclikely that Jean Torgnenie, an innocent,
ahould serve nineteen years in s coovict ceil, bat snch
thiogs have happened, and & more consummate representa.
tion of auch a thing than Mr Brough presents ns with has
never been witnessed on auy stage This play made ita
great improssion in Weilington not, [ think, owing to the
marked ability of soy one actor or sctress, bnt to the
general parfection of the whola company.

A WELL XNOWN firm of colonial bankers in London have
juat made & profitable investment. Bome time sgo & man
who had defranded them of a large eum of money was taken
into custody, convicted, and sentenced to a long term of
penal servitude, As may be imagined, the prison fare did
not agree with one who had lived on the fat of the land.
The change affected him in any ways, but be com-
plained more particelarly of the injury the food camsed
to bia teeth. They were neither nomerons por in
good condition when be was eentenced, and as they
rapidly become worse he applied to the governor of the
prison for a new ast. Being told that the Goveroment did
not supply prisoners with artificial teeth, at the Girat oppor-
tunity he wrote to the banking firm in quertion, offering, if
they would mend him a new sef, to tell them eomething
to their advantage. Therenpon the bankers, thinking the
offer might be » geouine one, eeat the governor of the
prison a chequoe for £5, and asked him to provide the con-
vict with a sec of artiticial teeth. In due conrse the
convict kept his promise, and sent the bankers certain in-
formation by meaos of which they were enabled to recover
no less than £1,500 of which they had been defranded.
They paturslly regarded this sa the best inveatment they
had ever made, bat it has proved oven beiter than anti
pated, for they bave just received from ihe prison authori-
ties & remittance for £1, the testh baving cost only £4.

IT is & good many yeara sinee drinking as a gentlemanly
recreation went out of fashion, and theie is little if auy doubt
that the shearer, Inmberer, and gnmdigger are aisw by slow
degreeagivingdrinking burstsbeat. Ofcourseoneoccasionally
comen across o series of pretty hard cases, but diinking as &
pleasure is loning ita bold on the middle and lowsr classes
a4 it has done on the *hupper muckies.’ Nevertheless, a
man died in Christehorch from over-drinkiog, sod the
coroner pointed as & moral that homes for inebriatoa are re-
quired. The whole difficnlty appeara in deciding who shall
pay for sach homes. We pay for prinons in sell-defence.
Une never knows who may be robbed next, but the drunkard
onlyrobs himself and his family, and though the world ngrees
that in theory he ought to be prevented from doing so, yat
in practice it declares itsell agsinay it. If the babitoal
drunkard con be made self-supporting and aseful, the sconer
he in locked up the better for himself and the community
&t large. Bt this, it seems, in practically impossible. No
womap, however badly she had saffered, would allow her

Tates they will soon need apecial members of Parlismens to
represent thelr interest. Bariously, the nomber of Kodak
and detective cameras one sees sbout is surprising. In
Wellington the Camers Clob bas done excellent work in
drawing the beat and moat enthusisstis spirits luto com-

basband to be impri d with laboar, not hard, perhaps,
but labour, for that ia what a vieit to the boma would mean,

He who does not think too much of himeelf ls more ea-
teemed thun he 1maginea.

UNFORTUNATE POETS.

HE livres of the posta iz not m pleasant volama. Of
all thoee epirits who hare ked for Lhe pl

and profiv of their fellow-creatures, the posta have
aver been the worst paid, and the most nnfortonate.
Keata, Shelley, Pos, Burne, Chatterton, Byron, Cowper,
Madox Brown, Heine, Alfred de Musset—all these names
suggeat &» mach of the momnlul in life se of the splendid
in litersturs. Does not Ben Jonson record of the divine
Spenser that "he died for want of bread in King
stroet’ When the atatus of Burne was unveiled in
Sootiand mmidat an sdoring populacs, woms sceptical
person vemarked : "He msked you for bresd and ye
gave him a stone." The "stons’ too often has besn the
net’s aole reward. The faolt, however, does not always
ie with the world, but ia as ften as Dot = _consequence of
the poetic temmperament. Exaggerated sensitivaness, physi-
cal diseass, teroporary ballncination, madness, ssicidal
tendency, these more especinlly doring the st hoodred
years have been the accompanimenta of the divine afflaton;
and we may well ask with Taine if there bs a mau hvlng
who conld withstand the storm of passions and visions
which swept over Shakespeare and end like him as a

seosible citizen and landed proprietor in his small connly.
In n recent noumber of the Specfufor sppears a pos re!

William Watson, the yonnr poet who, it will be remembo!

received & bonnty of £200 for -granl:ly admired poem in
The [Hustrated London News on the death of the Jale Poet
Luureats. it was thought by many that this zift wonld

. shortly be followed by a greater honour, but whatever may

bhave been intended, an incident which occurred almost im-
mediately afterwards, and led to the painfal pecesrity of
placing the yonag poet nnder restraink, effectually for the
time being dispelled his chance of the Laureateship.

The following lines, pathetie in their import, strong in
their mAnity an nghtnan of feallng. and exqnisite, almoat
Miltonic in fervonr of execntion, ara the firar utterance of
the restored apirit :

VITA NUOVA,

LonNg hath she alept, forgetful of delight ;

At Iast, at Iaet the enchanted princess sarth
Clnimed with a kiss by epring tho adventurer,
In slumber knows the dostined lips, and thrilled
Through all the deeps of her nnageing heart
Wilh passlonate necessity o

Wakens and rields her lov n'lh]ess to love.

O ancient streama, O far-dercended woods
Full of the Autiering of melodions sonls :
0 hills and valleys that adorn yourselree
Ta zelemn jubilation ; winds and clouds,
QOcean and Jand in ut.ormy nuptiale c]n.nl N
And all exuberant creatures that acclaim
The earth's 1Yivine renewal ; lo, T too
With yours would mingie Rémawhat of glad mnx.
1too have rome through winlry terrore—yea
‘Through tempeat and throngh cataclysm of soul
Have come and am dellvered, Me the ¥pring.
Me also, dimly with new Iife hath touched,
And with regenerate hope, Lthe salt of lfo;
And I would dedicats these Lthankful tears
Ta whataoever Power benaficent,
Veiled though his countenanco, indivulged his thought,
Hath led me from the haunled darkness forth
Into the gracious air and vernal morn,
And ruffers me to know my spirlt a nota
Of this great chorus, one with bird and stream
And voigeful mountain—nay, a siriag, how jarred
And all bul brokent of that 1yre of life
Whereon hiluself, the master harp-player,
Resolving all ita mortal dissonance
'o one imvmortal and moat perfuct Atrain
Harps without pause, building with gong the world,
1LL1AM WATHON,

A o o
Lands and survas

Aucklan l‘uhruary 1, 1394,
T is hareby notitied that Lota 656 and 670. Town of
. Ngaruawahia, adveriised for Sale by Public Auction, ai thia

otilce, on the 2let ingt., are WIT H])Ii AWN from nuch =ale.
GRERHARD MUELLER,
(,ummlmlunar Crown Lands,

W. G. THOMAS,
WHOLESALE and EXPORT PIANOFORTE MANUFACTURER.

StTkam Worka: GOSPEL QAK GROVE,
KENTISH TOWN, London, N.W,, England

A PIANOFOURTE S8AME DE3IGON AR CUT

YOR
INBECT Ai¥p YVERMIN PROOF

22: CUINEAS,

Packed in zing Hned care and nhim)ed o any New Zealand
Fort Frex,
BrEciALLY CONSTRUCTEL ¥OR THE COLONIRE.

T OCTAVES. irichord treble. chack action, pinned hammors,
keys medoe and covored in voo plece and scrowed.  lron-frame,
yoluine round and celenta pedal. Hundredu of thers
;Ivyrfcct Pianos have now boen sent to -lll_nsnrln of the World,

nui—Hulf cash with opder, balance on producilon of ihipplnu
documents, —TLLEATHATED LisTa 0F oTIER MULELN, fres by post
on application.



