
A LAY SERMON.

BY A WOMAN OF NEW ZEALAND TO THE WOMEN OF NEW

ZEALAND.

IN endeavouring to say some words which may prove

useful to my sisters recently emancipated, I feel sure

should such words contain wisdom, the thoughts will
have been nttered before ; if empty and vain words—mere

idle talking—this also has been. So my readers, if such be

fonnd, need not expect new things ; but seeing that so

often ‘ the old is better,’ they may extract some grains of

troth which may, like salt, prevent these graine from

petishing.
As to whether the boon lately conferred be a benefit this

is not the question. The boon is ours, and we must en-

deavour to make it a benefit. Some one has said that

questions prefixed by * what ’ or
* when ’ are easily

answered, but the ‘how’ and the ‘why’ remain ever

difficult. We must try in part to answer this difficulty.
Why should we convert this boon to a benefit ? Because it

is our bounden duty so to do. Also, because the happiness
and welfare of a large number of our fellow creatures de-

pend upon our so doing.
How are we to do this? By denying ourselves and

humbly endeavouring to do our duty in every department
more conscientiously than we have yet done. Now let us

be quite clear that our duty towards the State is not only
to be done in what is commonly understood as the political
arena. Let us be * political ’in every sense of the term. I
will give one rendering of this word (Library Dictionary),
* Sagacious in contriving or planning ; dexterous in the use

of means ; skilful in the choice of instruments ; provident,
far seeing.* Now, women may be all this. In the home

many have been tried and proved to be truly * political.’
Remember the home is the foundation of the State. To

govern well in the State we should be a good ruler at home,
and to rule well at home we must be acquainted with self-
government. lam persuaded my fellow-workers and sisters

throughout New Zealand will be better fitted to help State
Government as they practise home government and self-
government. The first is here last, but doubtless * the last
shall be first.’

We women should feel a deep sense of responsibility at

having ‘greatness thrust upon us.’ It should make us

humble, not arrogant. It should fill us with awe to consider

what we are undertaking to do, for if we are to be of any

use it means doing. Let ns remember too, that we are

workers with men, not against or without them. We should
feel proud of this. Some would perhaps have preferred to

remain sheltered at home instead of being called to carry

arms and march to the front with men, but being called to

this, let us not fail in the doing. Onr arm is not so strong,
nor, let us hope, our voice so loud, but our heart may be

great for all that. Let ns see to it that onr vote be an at-

testation recorded, not only officially, on the side of right
and trnth.

Those of my sisters who have no home to rule (in the
commonly understood way as mothers of families) have at

any rate the duties of daughters or sisters—family duties of
some sort to perform,and here again I must lay great stress

upon the trnth that the family underlies the state. The
better the man or woman in his or her family relationships
the better he or she will be in governing or helping to

govern the State. But though we
‘ begin at home ’we

mnst not now stop there. Those whose home and family
duties permit must endeavour to understand thoroughly
what they essay to do ; must be ‘ dexterous in the use of

means, skilful in the choice of instruments.’ If not, we

shall have strange discords. Here it seems almost im-

possible not to play upon words— ‘ instruments ’ chosen are

so often but ‘ sounding brass and tinkling cymbal.’ We

need instruments, not tools, to do the work of this colony
of New Zealand, and may they work in harmony.

In * reading up,’ as many will doubtless do, let us avoid

merely skimming political writings. * Drink deep or taste

not.’ Any food, physical or mental, must be thoroughly
digested and assimilated to do us any good. If we have

little time, onnoaccount skim political articles and imagine
we understand the matter they treat of. Often it would

not require great depth to understand the articles them-
selves, but the matter treated of—there is the rub. Unless
we can plunge in boldly and are strong swimmers let us

skim these depths and most decidedly shun those frail crafts

that would essay to carry us in safety over them. Women
of intellect and wide education may grapple with these and
cognate subjects, but certainly not the majority. Someone

has said that the stomach rules the head, and another

(Sancho Panza) even affirms that it has much to do in keep-
ing the heart sound. An old fable we all remember would
also seem to instruct in like manner. Well, let ns who
are of lower intellect and inferior education take comfort.
We too may perhaps help the * body politic’ by making
(many of us arefarmers’ wives or motheis) yet better bread
and butter, if this be possible. Doubtless a sound mind
should be expected of a sound body, and good wholesome
food icellprepared and regularly offered has helped many a

University student through heioie now. It may, at least,
be said of us, * She bath done what she cou.d.’ A good
man preacher and poet has sung in onr ears :—

Be good . . . and let who will be clever.
Do noble things. not dream them all day long.
And so make life, death, and that vast forever

One grand, sweet song.
Maldo.

Society Gossip.
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, January 23.
The rain last week spoiled one or two pleasant func'

tions, amongst them being a

PROPOSED TENNIS-PARTY

a ,t ‘St. John’s Wood.’ You know how pleasant all Mr and Mrs
t. Heskelhs entertainments are.and can understand our conse-
quent disappointment.

CRICKET IN AUCKLAND.

The population of Auckland did not show much enthusiasm (if
onejudges by the attendance) in the match between Auckland
and New South Wales. If it had been a football match all ofAuckland literally would have turned out.

HITHER AND THITHER.

Mrs and Miss Thomas, of Remuera, have gonetoEngland
Mrs Moss Davis and family arestaying at Lake Takapuna.
Mrs Sheet and Misses Rooke McCrae are staying at Whaka-

rewarewa.

STREET DRESSES

Miss Maxwell, stylish mauve cashmere, picture bat profusely
trimmed with mauve flowers; Miss Buchanan, cornflower bluedelaine with white lace cape: Mrs T. Lawry, navy skirt, pink
blouse ; Mrs McMillan (‘Arristrath ’>. stylish black silk; Miss Mc-Millan,pretty cream zephyr; Miss Dunnett, brown holland• Mi-s
Mabel Lewis, navy delaine, small sailor hat; Miss Spiers slate
grey cashmere, white ve-t. hat with floral trimmings ; Mrs Rath-
bone. maize-coloured crepon with green velvet bands; Mrs
Leathern, navy spotted gown: Miss Ida Thome-George, white
frock, with Empire sash of bright orange,large picture hatwith
bowof orange ribbon ; Miss Mair looks extremely pretty in bis-cuit-coloured tussore silk trimmed with black velvet, charming
cnnkley hat with flowers ; Mrs T. Morrin looks as stylish as ever
in a good Utting white drill, black lace hat with ribbons-
Miss Allie Buddle, pretty chic costume, which suited
her to perfection, of cream and white striped crinkley zephyr •
Mrs Gamble, black twilled sateensp .tted with white; Mrs Neil’
white cambric, large sailor hat with band of blue: Mrs Keening’
black skirt, white batiste blouse, small hat: Miss Chambers
Taj lor. navy skirt, write blouse, gem; Mrs Worsp, fawn cash-
mere With black pongeesleev.s and trimmings ; Miss Ida Worse
simple white gown, sailor hat; Miss Batger. navy skirt, whiteBatiste blouse, gem; Mrs Harry Jackson. Dink crinkley zephyr-
cream hat with green leaves; Mrs Walker (Ellerslie), black silkbla-k bonnet with green; Miss G. Walke . navy skirt, blue blouse’
burnt Straw hat; Mrs Sam Morrin. black silk skirt, white spotted
blouse, black hat; Mrs Kilgnur. green and yellow zebra striped
molletqn. with striped straw hat en suite ; Miss Ettie Ireland
navy skirt, cornflowers blue blouse, and burnt straw sailor hat-
Mrs Lucas Bloomfield, pretty pale blue with frill of lace-'
M!SS Walnutt looks pretty in blue; Mrs Maseneld, black; Mrs
Bloomfield (Wonona). purple twilledsateen: Mrs Bleazard, helio-
trope plaid, and her sister, a pretty French grey ; Mrs Jervis and
Miss George were attired in white muslins, gem hats ■ Miss
Suttie, navy cashmere gown, cream crinkley hat with red
flowers; Mrs Dawson (Onehunga), fawn poplin, hat and parasol
en suite: Mrs Churton, black cashmere frock, white vest, gem-
Miss Kempthorne, fawnholland : Miss L. Von Sturmer was mooli
admired in pink, large hat with flowers; Miss Griffiths looked
stylish m a navy skirt with white braid, blue blouse, gem; Mrs
Hoffman, black, and her daughter, fawn tussore dust coat; MrsLogan, beautifully fitting black dress, bonnet oflace and letwith
floral relief.

DRESSES AT CRICKET MATCH

between New South Wales and Auckland. Mrs Grahame rubytwilled sateen,sealskin jacket, small gem; the Misses I’horpe
were similarly gowned in beige skirts, pink blouses, and beige
Holyrood capes,burnt straw sailor hats; Miss Brett looked dis-
tinuuee in maize; coloured crinkley gown, large picture hat with
maize-coloured ribbons ; Miss Anderson, becoming white drill
white hat; Mrs Brigham, handsome black mourning costume'
and her daughter, in a black gauzy material; Mrs R. Young nil
green crinkley zephyr with gold passementerie trimming, brown
silk collar, black nat, with piaid green ribbons: Miss Na-dielski
looked p quante in white spotted muslin, burnt straw hat
striped with black and trimmed with pink roses- MissPower was chic in white with lizard green ribbons on
neck and gem. and canary - coloured parasol; Miss Florry
Buckland looked extremely pretty in cornflower spotted twilled
sateen, white sleeves and yoke, and white feathered hat-
and her sister in dove coloured crinkley gown, black hat with

Sellow roses: Miss Courtaine, black mourning costume- Miss
tooper, navyskirt, white blouse, white sailor hat; and her sister

pretty white gown; Miss Thomas (Parnell), lilac gown, hat eh
suite ; Miss M. Thomas, grey skirt, white blouse, sailorhat • Mrs
Jervis, white muslin, gem ; Mrs Ireland, purple silk, bonnet en
suite; Miss Ettie Ireland, brown holland. burnt straw hat
Sarasol en suite; Miss George, white muslin, and her sister’

rown holland; Miss B. Beil,cream cashmere with blue ribbons’
black lace hat; Miss Gypsy Walker, slate

grey with shot silk
sleeves, small hatwith flowers ; Miss B. Bull, in riding costume •
Miss L. Von Sturmer, striking pink cambric, hat with flowers’-
Miss Lawford, navy serge, blue vest, small hat; Mrs Stubbs’
black cashmere, while vest, gem : Miss Atkinson, pale corail pink
zephyr, cream hat with flowers: and her sister, biscuit-
coloured tussore silk with bands of brown velvet- Miss
O’Brien, stylish white batiste gown, large black hat with
flowers; Mrs Sharland. very pretty mode grey, grey bat with
feathers to match; Mrs Hope Lewis, grey skirt, pink blouse gem •
Miss Hilda Lewis, black skirt, white blouse, burnt straw sailer
hat; Miss Cogswell (Melbourne), unique costume of sky hue
cambric trimmed withwhite, small hat, skyblueparasol • Mi«s MHesketh, brown corduroy velvet with bands of velvet ofa darker
shade, hat with flowers ; and her sister, canary-coloured crinkley
zephyr; Miss Reid, brown holland with white braid - Miss
O’Neill, black mourning costume ; Mrs Dennison, brown holland
pink vest, black hat with pink; Mrs Neill, greylustre, white hat
withblue ; MissAmy Taylor, brown Irish poplin skirt, pink blouse
hat with floral trimmings : Mss Johnstone, grey with black
velvet hat with yellow; Miss Lyell, bright pink, white hatwith

Sink roses ; Mrs Roach, black cashmere, white vest gem •lies Harding, black French delaine,white sailor hat: Mrs Mac-
Cormi k, simple cream gown, sailor hat; Mrs Niccol, slategrey
silk ; Miss Ida Thorne-George, navy skirt, white blou.-e gem •
Miss Wilkins, brown holland with black bands, white vest sailor
hat; the Misses Fenton, dark gowns; Mrs Henry Walker, brown
striped gown, white blouse, black hat profusely trimmed with
yellow roses; MissGilfldan. black delaine flowered in heliotrope
toque with heliotrope flowers; Miss Gorrie, brown holland hat
with blue flowers : Miss Buddle (North Shore! looked very pretty
in navy serge, w-hite vest; Mrs McQuestion (New South Wales),
brown holland, black hat with feathers.

ONEHUNGA.

Mr and Mrs Martin, who have lately returned tolive hereafter
a sojourn in town, gave a very enjoyable progressive euchre
party at their residence on Friday last.

On Saturday there were not. many visitors on the tennis lawn,
although the members rolled up well. The tea. which was sup-
plied by the Misses Frost and Gibbons-Reid, proved very acceo-
table.

Phyllis Broune.

HASTINGS.

Dear Bee, January 15.
There is little or nonews. Everything is very quiet

in our usually quiet little town. Numbers of people are still
away, but they will be all returning shortly, as the holidays areoVer. There is a rumour that a large dance is tobe given shortly
here. Itis tobe hoped the weather will be somewhat cooler be-
fore it comesoff.

Dolly.

CHRISTCHURCH AGENCY.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND ADVERTISERS.

MR J. R. SIMPSON, of No. 5, Inglis’ Buildings,

corner of High Street and Cashel Street, has been

appointed Christchurch Agent (or the
1 NEW ZEA"

LAND GRAPHIC,'
* NEW ZEALAND FARMER,’ and

‘AUCKLAND STAR,’

This Branch Office for the South Island

is most centrally situated, and being in

close proximity to the commercial heart

of the city, business people will have no

difficulty in transacting their business

with despatch. Mr Simpson will in due

course submit quotations for advertising

contracts, and subscribers to the above

journals can be booked at any period.

Booksellers and all News Agents will

receive their weekly papers through this

office.

No. 5., INGLIS’ BUILDINGS,

Corner of High & Cashel Streets.

GAS COMPANY (LIMITED).

Notice is hereby given that the Directors of the Auckland Gas

Company (Limited) have resolved that the charge for Gas shall be

reduced from this date to Six Shillings and Tenpence per 1,000

Cubic Feet, subject toa Discount of Tenpence per 1,000Cubic Feet

if the Company’s Bills for Gas supplied arepaid within the time

named thereon.

By order of theBoard ofDirectors.

E. B. PARSONS.

Secretary.

Auckland, January Ist, 1894.

gCHOOL,
MILFORD ROAD, LAKE TAKAPUNA.

Principal:
MISS HUNTER

(Chkt. Honours, Junior, Middle, and Senior Grades,

IntermediateExams., Ireland),

Assisted by
MISS M. O. HUNTER

(Cert. Juniorand SeniorTrinity College of Music,
London, and Royal University, Ireland).

The above School is situated in the most healthypart of this

salubrioussuburbofAuckland, and thereforeoffers a favourable

opportunity for the combinationof health and study.

A limited number ofboarders received.

At home Wednesdays.

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY HpHE Battle still rages. All
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY sorts of outside brands are

EMpIrE TEA COMPANY ATTEMPTING an introduction

EMPIRE* TEA COMPANY into this market.
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY Butin vain! Why! Some extol
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY their lea as a medicine. Per-

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY haps theF are riKht- Some puff

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY Australian-packed teas in costly
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY packages, whileeverybody knows

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY a coBdy package must mean

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY inferior tea. Others endeavour

VMPIRF TEA COMPANY
to attract trade bF making pre-

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY sents, for which, of course, the

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY happy consumerpays Nothing.
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY But the Empire Tea Co, works

K
MDin

E
tv'a company steadily onward, never tiring,

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY never swerving from its ownhigh
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY ideal. An ideal in which
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY QUALITY is our object and

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY VALUE our goal. And so the

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY trade increases.
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY Every pound sold is far more

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY
tellinß an advertisement than

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY ‘words, words.

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY words.’

W, & G. TURNBULL & CO.,
PROPRIETORS,

"WESTLJLinsrG-TOISI
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