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previous injury. From small beginnings,
this intercourse ripened into an active and
friendly communication, and almost every
captain that landed had reason to be satis-
fied with his reception. When any of
these captains touched or arrived at Port
Jackson, the Government of that Colony
was anxious to obtain from them every in-
formation relative to the New Zealanders.
They almost unanimously declared, that
much might be effected by fair means;
adding, that a chief of great power and
authority resided near the Bay of Islands,
and appeared to be a man who was at the
same time sensible of the mutual advan-
tages of friendly intercourse, and had the
requisite qualities upon which to commence
it. From the concurrent testimony of so
many respectable characters, a consider-
able quantity of breeding stock of all kinds,
and of every thing that might be of use to
a people endeavouring after civilization,
was sent upon various occasions. After a
continuance for some time of this friendly
intercourse, the chief expressed a desire,
that he and five of his sons should pay a
visit to his generous patrons; a request
which r as very readily complied with by
a Captain Stewart, who, as he was not
going immediately to Port Jackson, landed
him at Norfolk Island. We shall relate
the circumstances of his arrival and stay
at Port Jackson, in the words of the
Sydney Gazette, the official paper of that
Colony.

“ Tippahee having expressed a desire to
visit His Excellency, Captain Stewart con-
veyed him, with five of his sons, to Nor-
folk Island, where they received every
attention from the Commandant and in-
habitants ; and after remaining there some
time, they were received on board His
Majesty’s ship Buffalo, to be conveyed to
Port Jackson. On their arrival, Tippahee

as introduced by Captain Houstin to His
Excellency and the officers at the Govern-
ment House, 'where he continued to reside
during his stay in the Colony.

“He appears to be about fifty years of
age, five feet eleven inches and a half high,
and of an athletic form. His countenance
is expressive and commanding, though
much disfigured by being completely
tatooed.

“Shortly after his arrival, a number of
the natives assembled in the vicinity of
Sydney, for the interment of Carrawaye,
(whose death was occasioned by a spear-
wound in the knee, which ended in a
mortification,) who the night before was
conveyed here in a shell composed of strips
of bark; and the funeral obsequies being
over, a war spectacle ensued, when an in-
tended sacrifice to vengeance, (known by
the name of Blewitt,) was singled out to
answer for the desperate wound by him
inflicted upon young Baker. The ani-
mosity of his assailants was uncommonly
remarkable: their party was far the more
powerful, and confident of their superiority,
took every advantage of their numbers.
Tire flight of spears was seldom less than
six, and managed with a precision that

seemed to promise certain fatality. After
170 had been thus thrown, ten of the most

powerful stationed themselves so as nearly
to encircle the culprit, and front and rear
darted their weapons at the same instant.
His activity and strong prescence of mind
increased with the danger: five he dexter-
ously caught with his feeble target, and
the others he miraculously managed to
parry off. One of his friends, enraged at
the proceedings, threw a spear, and re-
ceived ten in return. Blewit turned one
of his assailant’s spears, and passed it
through the body of old Whitaker: the
affray then became general, but terminated
without further mischief.

“ Tippahee, who with several of his sons
was present, regarded their warfare with
contempt; he frequently discovered much
impatience at the length of intervals be-
tween the flights, and by signs exhorted
them to dispatch; he considered the heela-
man, or shield, an unnecessary appendage,
as the hand was sufficient to turn aside
and alter the direction of any number of
spears. He nevertheless highly praised
the woomera, or throwing stick, as, from
its elasticity, he acknowledged the weapon
to receive much additional velocity. He
was visibly chagrined when he saw the old
man wounded through the body, and
would certainly have executed vengeance
upon its author, had henot been restrained
by the solicitations of the spectators. The
natives formed some extravagant notions
of this stranger: they dreaded to approach
him, and as much as possible avoided him;
but whether from a deference to his rank,
presumed from the very great attention
shewn him, or from superstitious appre-
hensions excited by his appearance, is un-
determinable ; though the latter is by far
the more probable conjecture. One of his
sons conversing familiarly with a large
group of the natives on the use of the
spear, his remarks -were generally ac-
quiesced with. He requested the loan of
their weapons, which was immediately
presented, but as soon as he took it in his
hand, they all fled, men, women and
children, and could not by all his friendly
assurances be prevailed upon to return
until he had laid it aside.

“It cannot be supposed that Tippahee’s
high relish for civilization, would find an
agreeable object for contemplation in the
manners of a naked race, who have for so
many years disregarded its advantages;
nor can it be imagined that the implacable
arraignment of a fellow-creature for an
offence which custom compelled him to
commit, as was here the case, would in
anywise accord with his sentiments of
justice.”

The character of Tippahee is thus
further described by a very respectable
colonist, who saw him often, and seems to
have observed him with a very discrimin-
ating intelligence.

“Tippahee,”says this observer, “appears
to be a man of superior understanding; he
was very inquisitive, and examined with
great attention the various manufactures

that were carrying on by the settlers. Fie
was particularly struck with the art of
spinning pack-thread and cord, and with
weaving, and expressed his deep concern
that these arts were not known inhis country
He made very shrewd and just remarks
on the laws and police of the Colony, and
appeared very desirous to take back with
him some artizans, who might introduce
amongst his people the advantages of
civilised life. From a single potatoe left
with him some years since, he is said to
have filled the country with that useful
root, the value of which he had the sagacity
to appreciate. He personally inspected
its culture, preserved the cuts, and took
methods for the general planting of them
throughout his district. He is now en-
abled to supply European vessels with that
important article of food.”

The chief and his sons continued here
for some time. Upon their departure, in
order to cultivate so promising an opening,
the Governor fitted up a colonial vessel
with every accommodation, and, adding a
great number of appropriate presents, sent
them honourably home. On the passage,
however, the chief was taken sick, and a
young man belonging to the vessel Avas
ordered to wait upon him. So pleased
was he with the attention of this young man,
that he particularly requested the captain of
the vessel to leave him with him. The
captain knowing the Governor’s intentions
to indulge him in everything to the utmost
of his wishes, readily consented. The
young man himself was equally well in-clined to accept the invitation, and thus,
to all human appearance, an intercourse
was opened, which promised the most im-
portant results.

The young man lived constantly under
the roof of his benefactor, and havingacquired a knowledge of the language,
the chief gave him his daughter inmarriage, and he became his factor and
interpreter between all the shipping that
touched there. While every thing was thus
proceeding to the content of the chief, to
that of the young man, and to the interest
of that of the two countries, a most
melancholy vicissitude was at hand,—one
of those events which almost make an Eng-lishman ashamed of acknowledging that the
perpetrator belonged to his country; a coun-
try not only the most distinguished in the
civilised Avorld, but which, for its highhonour and national probity, most amplydeserves to be so.

In order that we may relate this lament-
able adventure fairly, and without anysuspicion of personal bias, we shall give it inthe words in which it appeared in the
Calcutta Journals.

“We have to relate in substance,” saysthe writer, “ the following afflicting narra-tive, of which the parties are, an English-
man of the name of Bruce, a princess ofNew Zealand, the daughter of Tippahee,and a captain of the name of Dalrymple!

“George Bruce, son of John Bruce,foreman and clerk to Mr. Wood, distillerat Limehouse, was born in the parish of


