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[ had cautionzd the Native Minister, and told
him that Titokowaru had distinctly assured me
that if this work was continued he would go
and disturb the surveyors, (Copy of letter in
my possession.)  The work was persisted in,
and Titokowaru's men carted the tent, equip-
ages, and instruments of the five survey parties
to the south of the Waingongoro river. There
was a suspension of all aperations for some time,
until Titokowaru’s men began ploughing setiiers’
lawns and fields south of Waingongore. That
brought matters te a crisis, and resulted in
three distinct movements :—The increase of the
Armed Constabulary at Waihi for the arrest of
the aggressive pleughmen; the resumption of
surveys and road-making on the plains under
armed pratection; and the appointment of a
Royal Commissien {0 make
natives, |

reserves for the
went on to the staf of Colonel
Roberts as interpreter, and assisted in the arrest
of the ploughing priseenrs and the subsequent
large number who fenced across roads as ob-
struction to the advance of the constabulary.
Sir William Tox and S8ir Dillon Bell made the
reserves of 201,000 acres Crown Granted, and
12,000 acres reserved but not then granted—the
first the ones T am traating of. The ouly thing
left was individualisation and partition, and I
had it from Sir William Fox himself that that
was i work of administration he should not
undertake.  The mdividualisation was carried
through by 3r Renneli, the Reserves Agent,
and by the Native Land Court. The incidence
of the fuormer’s operations is on the shares of
rent; of the latter’s on the aercage of land,
and was followed by partition; but the basis
of both undertakings wns the same—tha ascer-
tainment of the individusl interest in the lands.
The Notive Land Courlt made many partitions
till stopped under the Act of 1802, The natives
have never ceased to clamour for partition. bhut
that is denied them, though elearly their right
by precedent.  The intervention of the Public
Trustee under the Act is fatal to any attempt
te abtain it. 1 have hefore me a Gazette ap-
pointing a Court in 1893. Tt contains 196 appli-
cations fur partition, and Judge Ward pro-
ceeded to adjudicate, but was stopped by an
order of the Government reminding him of the
Act of 1892, which forbade the Court to parti
tion the reserves unless the native applicant first
obtains a warrant from the Governor. The
native does not know how to obtain such a war-
rant ; neither do L. ANl partition is stopped,
and in place of obtaining individual holdings and
homes under their Crown Cranis. all the natives
have is licenses to oceupy from the Public Trus-
tee over an area which, if equally divided, would
amount, as I have said, to four acres a-picce.
The New Zealand Settlement Acts of 1863 and
1865 attempted to promote the settlement of
Furopeans on native lands confiscated, together
with native reserves and military settlements.
The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act, 1881,
was passed specifically te settle the natives on
the reserves excmpted from canfiseation, and
the leasing to ¥uropeans. an temporary lease, of
areas not immediately required for that settle.
ment of natives.  On those lines, wader the prin-
eipal  Act nd amendments. settlement pro-
cevded till the Act of 1892 stopped the partition
and gave the lessee a perpetunl right of renewal
over the native reserves. And thus tho primary

abject I making the reserves has been avoided,
and the owners prevented from occupying their
lands te advantage under the Queen’s Crown
Grant. I am Informed this week by the Re-
serves Agent that between Oeo and Mimi, nerth
of Waitars and Urenui there are abeut 30,000
aeres nob let to Furopeans or under occupation
livense to natives. There are two ways of deal.
g with native lands. Mr Flwin proposes to
compulsorily acquire the fee-stmple though the
Government; the lHon. the Premier proposes to
seitle the natives on the pertion necessary, and
make him instead of an lucubus a useful wealth-
eorning farmer and settler, The “great leart
of the ualion” will probubly decide this coming
session or at the paolls following, T am serry
to have intreduced so prominently the personal
equation, and feel inclined to anathematise my
“I's.” but it was necessary to show that 1 speak
on authority.  Tet us consider if the posce we
are enjoying is ewing to the ahsence of provora-
tioil 1o natives whose chiel reasons for going teo
war were land and women.  And let us le
Lemest and concede the riglhis nequired by an-
cestral title, the Treaty of Waitansi, the aban-
danment of the confiseation, and finally the
Crown Grant of the Sovereign duly sealed. 1o
gether with conservation of duly acquired rights
of lessees.  But in partition lies ust only ihe
material waliare of the natives and the destrue
tien of communal Labits, but the very lLife of
the native praple.

The distribution of doles
arising from venis to an Hlle natien means the
destruction of that nation, and so would be the
distribution of interest on  debenutres.  We
don't want to make the nulives pensioners of cither
the State or their own lands.  We wani lo nrake
then work what portion of the latier is not taken
for European scitlentent, and those not farmers
must be made wage-carners.  When the freehold-
owniug native farmer works alongside o Luwro-
pean fareer who is o leaseholder he will prob-
ably agree to grant the frechold to the Ialter.
not becanse it will pay him Dlettev, it heennse
he will sce that it is the only temuwre (hat will
wring from him his utterinost effort to do justicn
Lo thie land. Bat how can the lessee, who finds
such incentive absenl in his lesse, expect the
grantee owner fo find if, in a license from his
Lrusice, as insecure as tenure can be? T extract
from the last report of the Native Health Officer
his decision as regards Taranaki natives: “The
Te Atlawus were onee amongst the most brave,
the most industrious and enterprising of the
race; histery tells us this.
to-day.

the most

Bt ook ot 1hem
Of all the tribes now living they are

and  demeralized. T bave
hiel more diffeulty with them than with any
other people. | have had very little n
There are two main cavses which
keep them back— fiest, Te Whitisism; second.
prejudice against the pakeha. The firsk cause
will enly end when Te Whiti dies, and it will he
nseless to do anything radical il then. as hy
persecution many will fly {o his Danner.  As
soan as Te Whili dies we must fnrn on the [ul]
macitinery of the law,

backward

done

(I must not be considdered
as agreeing with everything said. I think the
Premier has shown the hetfer way. R8T,
The second cause will never end till the land
laws are adjusted on the West Coast, The mal-
ing of the natives of the Wesl Coast mere reni-
reccivers is one of the direct canses of all the

evils now existing in this distriet. It has taken
all mdividual rvesponsbility out of them. They
arc absolutely lazy Lecause they have nct soffi-
vient lands to work. The doing away
AMaori landlord rights and meking them irre-
sponsible has encouraged extravagance, idleness

with

andd debanchery, 13l Taranaki has become a by-
word amongst the tribes. {We see hera wlao
bas created the envirenment which has made
the matives all Mr Flwin pictures them, and
hal-castes by law are natives. -R.8T)  The
natives do not eare alout their homes and their
persons, they do net care to improve, for there
is no mcentive.  Their heritage has Leen taken
away frem them, and now in the abandon of
despair they say, ‘What 1s the good? The Pub-
lic Trustee hLas eaten the heart of the melon,
and we are given the rind” They are Dbitter
against everything Faropean, berause 1heir lands
wete eonfiscated, and the remainder they camot
occupy withent paying rent for it.
question is the worst in the colony.
Country is nothing to it.  Hardly n tangi passes
but that large guantities are consumed by men,
WOmen children.  {There has been mnch
this respoct  Tately.—R.8T)
The sights ene sees are most painful, delasine,
and past all deseription.
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They say matters are
[ suppose they are, hut at Parilieka
these things still zo on oncheched.”  The Ilealih
Gilieer of

tiem of

conchules with 14 pressine
which Noo 12 35 “To haslen individn
native (P 310 1804 There s
wnolher very serious grivvanre arisiiig from this
denial of partition to the na

e

Lands.”

ives.

The exemp-
tion of the Varopeans from pavmeni of land tax
is mhsolute if that individval doss not own more
than 8500 value in Jand. The excnption of the
native owner is positively absent. T a nalive
owns but enovgh o bary him in le pays land
tax. It is deducted from his vents by the I'nllic
Trustes, who hates the joh.  The iax is levied
on the hiz gronts and sabilivisions of the Native
Lawd Conrts. Partition would o aniple jnstiee,
T take the following fvom the report of Iublic
Trustes to Native Afairs Cammittee, last Ve,
PP, 3A, 1904: “The aatives have a fesiti-
mate grievance in respect of the Tand tax. It
applies Lo Furopeans and natives alike whers
Tonds are held in trust for several owners, lut
as there are few eslafes of larce size held jn
trust for a great many Furopeans ihe tax falls
heavily on natives where a farge grant i beld
in trust for many owners. In such cases Lo
amount of land tax paid by each native 55 oui
of all propertion to his small ineome or micrest
n the reserve

This should T alteved in faiv.
ness fo the natives, especially if the lands are in
futere 1o pay full docal rates.” On the passing
of the XNative Rating Act of Tost session I
attempted to gri Jegislation passed to remedy
the injustice the Daoblic Truster mentions, T
even went so far as to petitien the Governer o
wilhhaid his consent. from the Rating Bl i1
Justice had heen done. Bul it was consideed
that the sessian was ton far advanced for any
more legislation Lo ke introduced. and the Gover-
nor's consent was given.
fore me.)

{Governar's letter hie-
Honoralde members micht assisl the
natives in this. now the natives pay full loer)
rites. I am sure the peaple are with me. Tt
appears to me that the ends of justice and the

protection of Iuropean and native on these re-



