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have shown that when distributed among ihe
5282 ascertained cwners there was, out of this
resorve, hut 30 acres per capita, I have
mentioned that ne provision for Maoris is deem-
ed by the law suflicient unless 1t amounts to £0
acres each, and no Aaori is allowed to alienate,
or any Luropean purchase, any land of a native
withont a statutory declaration that he or she
has fifty acres left for his maintenance. Nor is
this necessity confined to native lands; it iy
applicable to Crown Granted lands in possession
of the Maoris. A rich lady who moves in good
society at Home, and whose name is inextric-
ably connected with the settlement of the colony,
and whose hushand’s name is equaily celebratod
in the political arena of & bygone day of the
colony, wishing to dispose of certain Crown
Granted Jands, had {0 make the journey of
14,000 miles to swear per form “C” ihat she had
received no runy, arms, or gunpowder in pay-
ment, and that she had fifty acres loft for her
maintenance—pnor thing' I hope both My Coom-
bridge and Mr Flwin will pick fhrom my state-
ment the points which correct theirs. and thus
obviate tho necessity of my mentioning that 1
am opposed to what they say at each iftem,
There is much in the latter's letter which appeals
strangly to me. and 1 should like to notice i
in print if possible, especially in regard to the
“gospel of laber” as applicable to the Maors,
for my wife has a leng-standing offer open to
find land for a technical school of manual work.
if the State or an approved philanthropie hody
will build, equip and endow it. But he has mis-
guoted me in that phase of the matter. I said
the reserve was all tHat was left between the
vatives and “destitution”—destitution of land—
not “starvation.” 3r Coombridge i3 in error
when he says the reserves are Crown lands placed
into the hands of the Public Trustee to ho ad-
ministered for the bLenefit of the natives, They
are (rown Granted lands so placed, The Crown
Grants to the natives in every instance are
older than the Public Trustee's leases.  The
leases ave subject to the Crown Grants and such
amendments as are made by the varions West
Coast Settlement Rescrves Acts.  Under thaso
Acts are the lands leased administered. awl noi
under the Acts which govern the administration
of the Crown lands of the colony. The granis
are dated at various periods daring 1881, 1882,

also

1883, In reply to the suggestion that the men-
tion  of  wvalue in  exchange is  comstruwed
by the “powers” to mean that cash shall do

duty in the transfer, I quote the restrictions
of all the large grants: “Inalienable by sale, gift,
or mortgage: alicnable by exchange or lease for
21 years, with the consent of Gevernor-in-Coun-
cil.”  {A.—bB.)  All original Public Trustee's
leases in the reserves were for 21 years under
the West Const Settlement Reserves Act, 1881
"The rent te he reserved shall be the best im-
preved rent obtainable at the time.” (Schedule
to Aet. B By the Act of 1892 all new lands must
be put up tc public competition by tender, at
an upset rental of £5 per cent. on the capital
value, Renewals are granted from time to time,
“for a farther term of 21 years from the axpira-
tion of the then term, at o rvental cqual fo £5
the gross vidue of the lands.
after deducting therefrom the value of the sub-
stantial improvemsents of a permanent character
as flzed respectively by the arbitration.”

por ceninm on

GV CBR. Act, 1892, p. 180 In respect to the
prrpotual rencwal, it was made legal in the same
Art (1892), that again emphasised by repetition
tha condition of the Crown Grant, that the Innd
wis and is inalienable from sale. (Sec. 6.} Re-
es may be Jeased by the Publie Trustes at
b diseretion with the right of perpetnal re-
soewal, in the manner as under, ete”’ Section
10: “Ne under {his Act shali compris:
rrare than six Lundred and forty acres of land,
ner any lessee have any right te acgire the
frerhald of the said land” Tt would appeas
that the framers of this Aecr, recognising that
they were destroying all provision for the Mao

the way of land. saw the abselute necessity
af preserving for them an incomc in maney.
argumont thal were the freehald gianied
1 the lessces the interest on the purchase monry
would bring in as mueh, or more. Incene per
annum for the natives, cannot be true when

siewals are to he mada on the improved value

lense

T

nf the lads less permanent improvements. wheye-
a3 the purehase money hanked on the sae lieing
made would remain a fixed sum for ever. whils,
the interest would not bLe suflicient to reimburse
the natives far the Ioss of their opporumiiy to
carn an ineome direetly b farming the land. 1
was interpreter to the Native Land Cowt wlhen
and whien it
was necessary to mive applicants a podion of
leased with a portion of unleased land. I never
knew onc¢ inslance where a native preferred the
leased land providing an inceme. such as it s
to the land for his own use. I suppese the eppe-
nents of “Maori Tandlordry” will gird at the
suggestion of the natives ohtalning an nceme on
the impraved value, bub it i5 o pesition which
has been forced on them against their witl. The
Ia theirs as a private estate, and the
Public Trust Board is a sclfish and interested
excrescence, a collector of rates and iniguitous
[and tax which exempts not the smallest awner.
hesides a large commission, and the yractical
expression of the proelivities of the Government
in the attempt made to nationalise the private
lands of the natives. I have hefere me the first
hill prepared by Mr Dallance i 1892, Tt
to confiscate the lands hy making ¢ ninney
payment 1o the eredic of the natives, mid thus
hereeforth the rents on the improved and over-

impertant subdivisions were made,

ds are
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improving reserves. the private Crown Granizd
property of the natives. wauld be vear
ta the revenue of the Gavernment.

two parties are agreed to a transfer
and purchase, When one party, who
pivd Lis land from time immemorinl,
the accumulated associntions of family
tying him 1o it, when he has had that
tected by a and canfinnel by a
special grant of the Sovereizn. and is utterly
averse to part with Nis inheritunce. i 2 sale is
foreed unpon him. no matter what the
is a confiscation, and no sophism will rake it
atherwizre,  And now lot me show hew  the
Tublic Trust Beard. the Star Chamlier of Maori-
land, has attempted to conliseate the uative rn
zerves umder the Act of 1882, First. @
the reserves in the Public Trustee in feesimplo.
the e henohieineivs,
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