THE MAORI RECORD.

never was such parady of justice as was perpoe-
trated Dby the initlator of the policy of “Four
acres and a cow,” as aren and equipment of the
Suropean farmer at bis first opportunity. In
giving an account of the West Coast Reserves it
is necessary to state that they were the cutcome
of a Royal Commission sitting in 1880-4. 1
have the reports for all those years before me.
The interim report was published in the second
nunber of the Stan. In ile second report, the
Commissioners quaote the following minute of
Sir Donald MceLean, dated 26th December. 1871:
“T think it would be politically undesirable. and
I fear practically impessible. to attempt to pre-
vent their (the natives) ecccupying the country
north of the Waingongoro. the confiscation of
the country having been abindoned
Gavernment. so Jong as they Lehave themselves
and keep the compact ahout not crossing the
Waingongore.”  Old Hawern seltlers remember
when these natives eonld not be induced. on any
The Com-
missioners said : “This minute was approved by
Sir Tienald MeLean. Nor must it be supposed
that the siatement so approved was an accident,
or a mcre slip of the pen.

by the

account. to visit their rising town.

The words ‘confisca.-
tion of the country having bLeen ahandoned hy
the Government.” were underlined in the Secre-
tars’s minnte. and could not have escaped the
Minister’s attention.”  Tut the Royal Commis-
sioners sat, nol to deal equitably with those
lauds between Waingongoro and Stoney River
only. bui to exereise in equity their functions

over  the  whole  area from Wailotara  to
White  Clitfs. I quote fram  the  in-
lerim  report what the Commissioners  say
about the Parihaka block, as the busis of

award mentioned there, was their guide over
the whols area from Waitotara to White Cliffs:
“Bince 1878 it is said the Parvihaka settlement
has inerensed; but whether it is so or not, ne
one  pretends we cun tell Te Whiti and his
prople they st leave il So that for all prac-
tieal purpozes the Iarihaka black is only what
will he left after reserve for those
and this means, taking the Native Land
Act seale of 50 acres for each soul. that we have
to sei apart at least half the awvailalle
for them.”  The balouce was to le sold
on thie Srate nccount to Hurcpeans. which was
done.  The fotal area of native land, actually or
nowinally canfiscaied, the Conunissioners had {o
adjodicale on was 1,192,000 acres. Of this im-
mense aron they recommended to be reserved
jor the uatives a fotal of 214,675 acres.  Tlhe
following lands were then granted liy the Queen
on tiie Commsisioners’ recommencation, and the
initiative of

a large
peaple;

land
there

Parliamnent, 1o the natives, each
mentioned by name. living in the respeeiive

areas. (A, 5B, 1824.)

A—Tands Cranted or in course of heing Granted
{roods and perches omitied):

Grants. Urantees, Arres,

1. Waitolara ta Patea ... 41 653 11,006
2. Patea to Waingongoro 39 1528 32,538
& Waingongare to Tau-

ngatara Lo A2 676
4. Taungatara to Montati i2 250
5. Sowatl 1o Waiweranu: 41 h78
6. Walwerauui to Omala 56 351 25,025
7. Bell Block  to White

Clifts O 1562 26,657

Compensation Awards, i.c., Awards previonsly
made to Loyal Natives now merged in the
Reserves Crown Granted:

Divisien 1.- -Waipingao to

Tiloki .. 20 12 5,458
Division II.- -Titoki to
Trenui B 1 35 6,450
Diviston 1Ll.-—{7renui to
Raw-o te-Hula ... ... 38 28 2,700
392 5289 201,385

In addition to this area there were 12,764
acres set aside, mostly surveyed and reported
on. but not “recommended {o he granted at
present.” I don’t know what has become ol this
T know saine has been allocated for the
nmatives, but a Commission sat last week in New
Plymouth o enguire how natives are to he com-
pensated for a block of land. variously stated
at fron 1500 to 300 ucres, thus reported on hy
the Commissioners, hut which has since been sold
by the Government to Europeans. T am dealing
now with the 201,595 acres as provision for Hh289
notives, and granted to them by ithe Queen for
In 1881 the West Coast Settlement Re
serves Act wuas passed, which handed to the
I'ubiic Trastee the adminisiration of the reserves
with power to lease for a term of twenty-one
years. as provided by the Crown Grant. Mr
Thos. Mackay was appointed Comunissioner to
arrange with the nafives for leasing. In the
Hawera and Norimanhy 87an of Novenber 28,
1882, is the foliowing: “Further propress has
heen made by the Trustee respecting the leasing
of 1the West Coast Sett}emient Reserves, he hav-
ing concluded an agreesient with the leading
natives of the Ngatimanuhiakai hapn, Titoke
wart's tribe, for the leasing of »+00 acres of their
lands.  This is preof of the singerity of the good
wivice the okl warrior Iately gave ihe natives in
this district.” T was Mr Mackay’s agent 1o
Titokowaru's tribe, and aflter quoting the Crown
Grant and Proclamation, securing their lands for
ever, and assuring them of the temporary nature
of the leases, I obtained the appointment of a
delegate to arrange lands Lo Iwe leased. 1 have
hefore me o copy of the masked plan made by
Mr Mackay, showing the lands
wished Lo keep for themselves. It contains the
mames of the “leading natives.,” or vather their
agents, who coneluded the agreement spoken of
in the Stam. They are Komene, Hana Tami-
hana {Thompson], and R. 8. Thompson, and the
witness 1o these signatures is ', Wilson, I.P.
1 did not think Mr Mackay was justified in
telling the Star that he had obtained an agree-
ment to lease, Lut to have publicly protested
would have retarded settlenent. The under
standding with the matives was that if the por-
tions marked on the plan were not leased, the
Furopeans leasing the other povtions would not be
interfered with, and I can confidently say the
natives from that day to this Lave not broken
faith. Ouce a start had been made by this ar-
rangement with the leading fighting ha‘pn on the
Plains, the rest was sl plain sailing,  The lands
wera leased for twenty-one years on such terma
as made it nat lmpossible for the natives to ueb
baek ihe Jawds at the expimtion of the {e1m,
Al wond well for nine years, and during {hat
time of lean years, when the setilers complained
of poverty, the renls were reauced Ly half. Tn
1882 Alr Ballanze lwanght in his West Coust

aren.

CVEr.

the  natives

Settlement Reserves Bill. It proposed to mation-
aliss the reserves, and the STar printed, in pam-
phlet form, my protest against the purchase of
lands made inalienable by CUrown Grant. DBut
My DBallanee obtained the consent of the Tar-
linment of the day to a clause which gave the
lessees a right of perpetual renewal of their
Jeases over lands which the grants said could
only be let for 21 years, The following is a
return supplied by the I'ablic Trustee of the
lands of the rescrves ict to Furopeans, and that
held under cccupation license by the natives re-
spectively.  Approximate area of West Coast
Settlement Reserves leased on 30th June, 1904,
128,408 acres; approximate arvea of West Coast
Settlement Reserves held under occupation license
on June 30, 1904, 20,304 acres. The Act of 1892
vested the total area of the reserves in the Public
Trustes in fee simple. Acting as owner by Act
against the owners by grant, he charges the
latter rent for the occupation of their own C'rown
iranted lands. It will be seen that the above
return leaves 45,683 acres of reserves unaccount-
ed for out of the 201,395 acres of reserves. It
is probable that mach of this is being made use
of by the natives withont license. and, indeed,
why should it not when it 18 Crown Granted
to them? But at the same time it is liable fo
be let by perpetual lease at any time by the
Trustee, to whom Mr Ballanee gave the fee-
simple.  Oxly those who hold lease or occupi-
tion license have any protection, and the lalter is
2 poor one. It is possible that mueh of {his
sarplus is wooded and inaccessible land in the
mountain ranges. Had the natives
area of 201,385 acres there would not be 31
acres per capita towards the statutory aren of
50 ncres per soul.  As it js, 128,408 acres having
been lot to Europeans on perpeiunl lease, the
20.304 acres if assured on license {o 5289 grantees
is not quite four acres a-piece. Instead of pro-
pasing to take their freehold from them. it would
appear that measurcs should be taken to ohbtain
the relinguishment of some of the leases on com-
pensation heing given.  Fven if the doubtinl
arca of 40,683 acres be added to the 20,304 acres
of occupation licenses. {he 5289 natives would
have short of 13 acres ench. out of the 201.395
Crown Uranted them of the 1,182,000 acres con
fiscated, and ihe bulk of this asi-men-
tioned aren has been sold to enrich (he revenues
of the Stalte. The natives nre vory weary of
looking for juslice 1o Governments whose ("xist-
ence i office depends upon the votes of {lrase
who long for the natives' lands. and they appeal
to the great heart of the nation not to allow
them fo languish on four acres a piece,

the whele
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The Proposed Seizure of the
Freehold.

In my first letter T extiended the palm branch
Lo all of the Farmers’ Union who inadvertently
advocated a wrong io the natives in the inne-
cence of honest ervor.  Sinee seeing Mr Coom-
bridge’s lettar T must cqually absolve all lessees
who are, with him. unaware of the yeal pasition.
Fivsl, T miny sav that 1he primary object of the
reserve of 201,385 acres ont of the 1,192,000
nominally confiscated was to make provision for
the Leibes and ancestral owners of the lands. 1



