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The Educative Value of Holidays

(Contimecd from Puye 78)

‘Lhere are landieraits of all kimnds
tor which there is little time at
school. I'here are books without
number tor reading.

It is imperative that we should
anderstand  cuough  or our  chid-
ren's interests and  enthusiasms  to
help them to make thewr holidays
a success. Hoidday tune is grow-
g time, the time o1 educational
vpportumty for the parent, das term
tune is the educational opportaty
for the teacher.

“It  seems  to uwe  that  this
pleasure-mad  gencration  has  lost
the art of enyoyment. It is the
condition  of a4 chnd  who Thas
made the discovery that it likes
jam, and has invaded the  house-

lkeepers’ room to il atsel! {rom the
pots on the shelves. Nuw, & stomach
full of raspberry jamn is uot a happy
stomach,  in my clulahood a treat
was a great event; it stood out from
a background of, 1 wili not say dull-
uess, but of dutics, duscipline and
general uneventiulness. It was,
in consequence, extraordinarily de-
licious when 1t came. [t stirred the
waters of  routine. And  because
one lived In such an atmosphere
unie was always  expeciing  some-
thing marvellous to oceur,  like Uncle
Jehosaphat suddenly  descending
trem  the ceiling, But nowadays
vou hear cliildren cotparing cinema

with cinema ! Yoo, iudeed. Such
a childhood is almost inconceivable
o men of our yeats. LU s oas 11

we had compared Father Cliristimos
with FFather Christinas.”  These are
the words of G. K. Chesterton, and
are wonderous wise words,

At this scason, particularly, Mr.
Chesterton’s words  give plenty ol
food for thought. The stomach
full of raspberry jani 1s ol a happy
stomach, nor is the yuung mind
bappy that is satiatwed with cinemas
and  pantomimes and toy  bazaars.
Treats should occur seldom enough
to give the child vpleasurable little
shocks of excitament when they <o
colle,

Again, 10 the chiild lves too
and is allowed W experieace
much in the early vears of his
lie has uot time to sort out his real
UNPressions. The natare of the
child s, wormally. profoundly ser-
ous; he s oan excellent little work-
man, willing to spend time and cf-
fort and thought on all hie does: hLe
does not erave continual excitement.
But if his whole lifc is planved as
1 oseries of treats and thrills, he is
forced into the habit ot superficial
aving, e has no chance and ne
leisure to apprehend the full signi-
ticance ol unything,

tast
tou
life,

When he s older he Decomes, of
course, the most wiserable of crea-
tres—the bored human being.

Thus far, T inmgeine. all sensible
parents will agree with me. [t
ey will not unnaturadly  enquire
What 13 Christmas to a child it all
Irviats are taboo - 10 would ~eem
perfectly possible to give him his
full measure ol Christmas delights
without  vitiating  his appetite for
simple  pleasures and  without  dis-
organising his daily 1ife. Why not

rollow the custom ol e continent
and plan a4 season to extend over
three or 1our weeks, instead o1 con-
densing all the treats e a heclic
iew days 7 I tnany countries the
Christimas  {estival 15 inaugurated
Ly Lne visit of @ danta Llaus sonw
tunte durtng ihe early weeks of LDe-
cember, and 1§ closed on the Twelith
Aight, when the Chnsumas Lree 1s
tiken down witlh  grewy  cerenlony,
aud the nuts and appies aid oranges
stil hunging wn ats brauches  are
shared  out.

During these weeks lite iy he

wade  speclally  delightin o the
uursery tedl. From tune to (one
Christmas  daiuties  may  appear  on

the ten-table-—hittle  spunge  cakes,
wed o ovarous colours,  with the
Christian  namwe of one  particuiar
clutd written in suguar on cach cake;
mamnking cut out oif dough with
curraimts tor eyes and mout; simiple
biscunts  decorated with  hundreds-
wid-thousands, sotetines  Httle
tigures ol saite Clads may appear
standing betore each plate, with a
chocolate or two inside cach. Q-
casionally there may be crackers or
Linsel decorations,

But the greatest delight of child-
renn is to go things ior themselves.
It is a good plan to let them cut
their own biscuits out of dough,
and then to send than down to the
kitchien to be baked; to decorate
their own cakes with comiorts, and
30 on, Prety crackers—without
the terrilying “bang-stick”— can be
made out of colowred paper, and
ornaments for the Christnas Tree
can be cut out w the shape o1 stars
and dismends and erescent moons.
Auts can be wrapped in silver paper
to glower amoug the dark green
braunches, and paper chaius threaded
to wind 1 and out around the trunk.
The little girl of seven is quite
capable, with help, of dressing a
waxen fairy doll to adorn the top
ul the tree,

Then there s the delight of malk-
g presents. There are cver so
imany articles within the power of
the youngest child,  Liutle baskets
wovetl of ratlia can be made by hve
and six-yecar-olds, Children of seven
and  eight  with  stronger  fngers
can turn eut good baskets of cane
—wastepaper baskets, workbaskets
and the like.  The work is not dif-
ficult, and the children love it be-
cause they can sce so quickly a
tangible result of  their labours.
Blotters with leather covers or with
covers of strong  cardboard  awd
wallpaper or cretonne are  easy
enough o make.  So are lavender
bugs aud sweet bags and  stuffed
bunnics or rag dolls for baby
brothers and sisters.

In this article 1 have stressed the
activities of children at Christmas
time.,  Too often this side of the
festival is neglected and  children
are forced all the time into the posi-
tion of reeipients.  This is unfor-
tunate, for wnothing bores a child
soomuch as inactivity., At the same
thue, 1t iy good {o show children
that we are trving fo wive them
pleasure also.
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To find something ont of the common, right away from
the ordinary, that is the problem that {aces vou when
vou starf out on the yvearly quest.

Andrews & Clark are now shewing a full range of
artistic and charming articles, any one of which will
give lnsting pleasure, and the prices are right.

Noveity designs in Metal Ware.

Smckers’ Stands in great variety,

Ash Trays with Leather straps for
Arms of Chairs.

Ash Trays in sets of four for Card
Tables,

[Tlower Pots in all sizes.

Dimmer Gongs and brackets.

Crumb Trays and Brushes.

I7ruit Dishes,

Flower Dishes,

Cushions, novelty designs and new
colour combinaticus.

Also a compreliensive selection of suitable gifts for the
home and personal use.

A ocarly ceall or letter s desivable in order to secure
the advantage of complete range,
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FURNISHING SPECIALISTS

Rueen St Qucklend.
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The Ideal
Christmas Ggﬁt;
A KODAK'!

NO gift gives a life-time pleasure like the Kodak or the

remembered by your friend as she views her Kodak
Brownie Camera. Your thoughtful action will ever be
snapshots, which grow mere precious as the years go by.
And Kodak photography is so casy. Anyone can learn
to use a Kodak or Brownie in half-an-hour.

Autographic Kodaks from 27.6
10,6
Latest Catalogue Free on Request
OF ALL KODAK DEALERS

And KODAX (Australasia) PTY, LTD.
P.O. Box 1474, Wellington.
Also ot Anckland, Christehurch and Dunedin

Brownie Cameras from
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COFFEE & CHICORY ESSENCE
The Clever Mard, of Syminglon's, says:

" Symington's of course. No other way of

preparing is good enough, quick

encugh, or easy enough for me.”
- THOS. SYMINGTON &
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