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erc was a time when holidays

were  considered  merely  as
necessary periods of cessation from
work periods when  over-driven
teachers, fatigued to the point of
exhaustion, were forced to give
their tiresome pupils a rest that they
themselves might recuperate from
the strain of the term’s work. DBut
it is realised to-day that holidays
are of much more importance than
this from the educational point of
view. They have a pnsitive part
to play in the cducation of the child.
They are to be ennsidered. unt as
a nccessary  evil, but as times of
great opportunity.  In the holidays
children have a chance to develop
as individuals and to follow up their
own particular interests in their own
way.

The iuterests of the meodern child
are many. They include subjects
taught in school as well as hobbics
and recreations. In the old days,
when children were taught parrot-
fashion from a book, the healthy
child would have scorned to work
in his own time on any subject

taught at school.  Arithmetic, geo-
graphy, science held merely an acad-
emic interest for the clever child
and no interest at all for the dull
me.  But now arithmetic is taught
on  practical lines—one actually
meaures out the number of tiles
required to pave the plavground and
perhaps even actually helps in the
paving before belug expected to
work swms involving the problem;
geography is taught on  practical
lin.s as rlsy is science.  Naturally
cnough the child enjoys  subjects
which he sees have to do with real
hife. Naturally enough when he
has taken an active  part in the
learning process at school, he aiten
continues . with it in the holidavs,
e follows up the school phiysics
by studving clouds  and  weather,
school  zoology by adding to s
coliection  of  butterflies.  school
geometry  hy  getting  out  plans
and models of his ideal house or
garden. For the clever child edu-
cated on constructive modern lies
oolidays are generally hoth husy and
happy.

Some children, however,  appear
to do nothing connected with scli ol
work at all. They dream their
time away or fill it up with games
and picuics.  But for all that their
actual school education may he pro-
gressing very satisfiactorilv.  With
the advince in knowledge of  the
new  psychology we hove  lerned
what an important part the uncon-
scious mind plays in all mental pro-
cesses, Most subjects of study necd
an incubation-time—a time  during
which facts learned at school may
be thoroughly ahsorbed by the un-
conscions mine. The summer holi-
iys, coming as they do after the
end-of-term  examinations, are par-
tieularly valunble in providing ieis-
ure fer this period of  incubatioo.
Very otten the child goes back to
school atter  the  holidavs  far
brichter  and  keener on o certain
subjuet than he was before, simply
beeause during all the weeks of rest
certain fasis have
and  synthosising

licen wrouping
themselv snin his
mind. altheueh he has made no cone
scious cffort and dene no conseious
work.
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Totidavs, oo, give the
chanee 1o

\Wli]d a
follow up his own in-
dividual interests. Any knowledge
acquired by the child spontancousty
15 nsually acquired at the cost of
great effort. This §s true of child-
renn of all aaces. Buabics teaching
themselves 1o walle practice walk-
ing iar wre persistent’s than we
shindd have the heart 1o make them
practice: toddlers plaving veluntar-
ily with the Montessori anparatus
repeat their exercises  more  often
than grown-ups would ask them to
v, Spontancotts work like  this
is the work that makes {or charae-
wre During the hours of wholesome
eliort the ¢hild's power of concen-
trating, his will-power, his prpose,
arows, There are ever so many
interests that ehildren will chonse
to follow up in the holidayvs.  There
are special opportunities for Nature
study In park or parden, in the
fieldls, or Iy the seashore, There
are Tubbivs to he strenuoushy pur-
sovd—ceollecting stamps  ar shells,
hirds" caus, or Lutterflies, pehhles,
keeping pets. gardening, and o on,



