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Reflections

o lwe thousand vears -
s:0 we are told—the werd
"Chrisimas” has been as-
sceiated in human minds

with “peace.””  The jeys of the

Christmas Seasen are apily cxpross-

“Peace

towards  all.”

rd in the adapied phrase :
on  carth, goodwill

One forgives one’s enemy, as  al
Chyistmas lime the spirit of good

fellowship fills the a.

aflord to

the greal fact thal peace on

E can  well accepl
sarth lies not in the hands of kings
and princes. but in cach individual
heart. and so lang as that endures

peace cannol be destroyed.

¥ peace reigns i the home, the
world

temporarily  be  for-

troubles  of 1he outside
can  at  least
gottern whilst the spirit of Christimas

arevadls,

New

Lhome, with

Zealand

others

VERY mother in

who has a
around her, has the opporlunity ta
cstablish and maintain in that home
a peace colony of infinite import-
ance to the happiness of those she
loves, as well as a defintte centre

ol influence in her community.

PE.ACE, the dictionary lell us, is:

“A state of quiet or tranguility:
calm: repose; harmony or concord,”
To reach this state is the first aspira-
tion of the normal soul, and the
first essential of individual achieve-
ment.

~ the ordinary course of life a
woman may unconsciously make
of her domestic life an interminable
petty warfare, as demoralising for
difficult for ler

Triﬂcs Irritate _11cr, disap-

herself as it 1s
family.
pointments cmbitter her, disillusion-
ments'

harden her. She grumbles,
< Tl

she  fault-inds, shc nag

children “worry her to death”; the
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Christmas Greelings

tu Meadres of

THE MIRROR

7 AAY wenr heart be merry, and your spiril glad; may
VA

rothing mar your Chrisimas Day; may nothing make
you sad.  May many signs of friendship kindle your Christmas

Jov, may Sweet Conteni and Cheerfulness bring you your
heart's desire.

May you hatve many tokens, proving that Love is frue; that
they whort you hold dearest are thinking now of you. May
lovely memories return, swect guests of Christmas cheer; and
Hape and Covrase visit you lo last throughout next year.

And may a heerifelt jollity be yowrs on Christmas Day ;
and when the shedows gently fall-—-may Peace and Good-
nill stav!
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(Shristmas
Real Peace on Earth

neighlours “drive her mad”; even
her hushand is selfishly absarbed in
his kusiness affeivs cv his worl, and

fails 1o chare her burdens.

AL[. the philesophy of the ages

teachies her, however, that she
is the captain of her saul, and the
serenity and the happiness of these
al  home arc dependent, to an
amazing exten!, upon her. The
realisation of this knowledge enables
a woman to bulld and live up to
ber ideals.  Therefore she does not
pass her pelty daily cores on to those
she loves.  They have their own.

Neithey is she

criiical,  nor

impatient nor super-
inteloant. She s
sympathetic and understanding. Then
rach  morning  her  family  goes
forth  strengthened for the wark of
the day.

TO us all, in the fhnral analysis,

home s the place to which we
turn most hopefully in our eternal
With the maker
of the home, first of all, and then

with each individual m i, lies the

quest for happiness.

duty of maintaining there—hecause
it is there that ene has the love and
the power—tranquility and concerd.
And this not for a scason, but for

CVery dll:\’ ey ery yeoar,

T rests with each woman of this

fair voung land to begin on her
s>wn hearthstone her work for peace
Such work lies
close to her hand and heart and
brain.

and happiness.

It Is at once her nearest duty
and her greatest.

NO\V as we approach the Lenten

Season let us all chevish the
ideals that arc the hertage of all
New Zealanders and turn to our
homes to fnd that love and tran-
quility “which should call for our

special

thanksgiving at  Christmas

time.



