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Sceing New Zealand

As an ‘outstanding New Zealand
writer, Mr. James Cowan is 1oe
well known  to
to our readers.

His latest are two
volumes centitled “Travel in New
Zealand.” Volume One deseribes
the North Island, and, Volume Two

need introductiof:

delightful

deals with the South and Stewart
Tslands.
Mr. Cowan has an  cextensive

knowledge of our land and is one
of the few pakehas who is deeply
versed in native lore, and he is
prohably the best fAtted individual
to  write understandingly on New
Zealand's manifold  attractions,

The hooks are primarily intend-
ed as a complete guide for over-
seas lourists and settlers,  They
are, however, so delichtiully writ-
ten, and so  informative. that all
trie New Zealanders should possess
them.

In an introductory chapter the
author gives a brici historical sur-
ver and an outline of sport in
New Zealand. He stresses the at-
tractions of the fur north deep sea
fishing arcas.

Starting  from  Auckland,  the
reader 1s taken first to the North-
ern Peninsula, and  then to the
zoldfields, Rotorua, the National
Park. and so on, visiting
place  of  importance
sightseer’s point of view.

AMr., Cowan is familiar with the
nut-of-the-way places, and many of
the trips he deseribes are  uite
new and well worth making.

Interwoven into the narrative are
interesting  historical  side  Tights,
and much of Maori folklore peeps
out. A wvery valuahle feature is
the author’s translations of native
place nanmes and their meanings.

In the sccond volume full justice
is done the glory of our Southern
Snow Kings angd the infinite charm
af lovely Lakeland, Stewart Tsland
is also adeqnately described.

"See vour own land first” is oan
excellent slogan, hut betore setting
out to see it, the perusal of one or
both ef these travel hooks will adi
mmeasurably

CAeTry

iretn the

not  only to vour
knowledge of the land you live in,
but also to  the enjovment and
profit vou will derive from vour

journeving.

Both books are admirably illus-
trated, and there are some hun-
dreds of excellently reproduced
pietures, and alsa n number af goord
K.

Owr o capy throngle the publish-
ers, Whitcombe & Tombe Taed
q
hat great vavelier, T 0 Curle.

has given ns a new hook, not one
ol travel this tome. Mt of
philosophy.

In “Today and Tomorrow,”
a subditle “The Testing Perton]l of
the White Race” Alr. Curle com-
presses his vears of observation ot
mankind in all chmes, and from out
ol his experiences he philosaphies
un the fittess of the white race 10
continue as the dominant type.  In
the natural world the anthor, while
not denyving a plan in creation, seos
'mly ceasless and  senscless  strife.
Millions of creatures are born only
to he almost immediately destroved.
Fren mankind seems 1o be infected
withh this propensity of nature. We
breed fine men and send them out
to be killed on the battlefields and
the unfit survive and persist lower-
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ing the standard of the white stock,
Mr. Curle sees danger in the Fast.
The negroid type he dismisses as
a negligible guantity, a race that i

an  anachronism, a tvpe that has
heen forgotten by evolution. In the
coming struggle for world's st

premacy his fear i3 of the yellow
peaples.  The Japanese arc alread:
awake, but what of China when
she stirs {rom her age-long sleep:

The book is @ remarkable survey
of the world's peoples and is very
finely wriiten. [t is clear and con-
cise in reasoning and is certainiy
i volume provocative of thought.

q

first novel ereated

suell an impression as has a first
vifort by Helen Beauclerk, The
hook is entitled *“The Green Lacquer
Pavition.” Tt is not exactly a novel,
but iz more in the nature of 2
phantasyv—a fairy tale for grown-
ups. The period is the latter part
of the eighteenth century. The
euests in an English country hntise
are gathered together in the draw-
ingr-room, when, by some magical
process, they are suddenly trans-
portedd 1o an Fastern garden, in
which the outstanding  featurce is
a  green  lacquer pavilion.  From
then on many wonderiul things
happen to these bewilderced people:
They are captured by pirates; some

cllom has a

arc  held as  slaves:; some  find
themselves maroimed on an island
in the Indian Ocean, one  fnds

himself in the court of far Cathay.
but in the end all are taken back
to the garden of the green lacquer
pavilion, and thence find  them-
selves back again in the drawing-
room,

The charm of
though  delightful, story rests ot
much in the adventures of the
house party guests as  in the
brilliant and poetical phraseology in
which  the  author  clothes her
SOy,

The hook has met with a great
recepion by ITnglish critics, and it
is prediced that it may  yet take
its  place as a  classic i our
liverature,  (Collins).

q
Mr. FooGo Wells!
“The  World  of
Clissald,” has created @
o Fngland, Ut s

this impossible,

s

new  novel,

William
oreat sur
remarkable, in-

asmuch as the author introduces a
number of ouwtstanding  present-day
personalities  under  their own
1IIes,

Al Wells, through the mouth of
William Clissald, 15 scathing in his
criticisms.  Prominent  politicians,
dicuttaries of  the  church, and
famous people in the world of sci-
crice are all mercilessly dealt with.

We may take it that this book
represents Wells” matured  conclu-
sions, and his opinions on the world
awd the trend of present-day affairs.
IT¢ also essavs i prophetic peep at

the future.
The movel s divided ito six
hooks, and iz being  published W

threc volumes, two books in each
volume.

While on the subject of Wells,
we uote that Cellins Bros. are
shortlv - reprinting  most  of  his
carlier works in a neat, thin paper,

Ghe Bookman’s Gorner.
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amtograph pocket edition,
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n a world whiclh is preducing so
many ultra-modern novels, it s

refreshing 1o plek up and  read
“The Proper Place,” a new book by
0. Douglas. The author, Lady
Donglas. 1x a sister of  John

Duchan, wunl is the writer of those
remarkably suecesstul novels,
“Penny Plain,” "Pink Sugar,”
e seons,” and others,

“The Proper Place™ is a story of
the New Poor and the New Rich.
Fady Jane Rutherford  and  her
davghter, Nicole, have o sell their
bemutitul home in the Borders to
Mroand Mra Jackson, of Glasgow,
and go to a fishing village in the
Fast Neuk of Fife. The story tells
i thelr experiences in their new
life, and of Mrs. Jackson's struggles
to Hye up to her position. Kindly,
talkative Ars. Tackson 15 a most
engaging figure, and, indeed, all the
characters  arc  living,  Dreathing
people, such as O Duouglas so well
knows how to draw.  There s
htnour in the book, and pathos,
well as a sound philesophs.

{ Hodders).
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e Muster of Mystery” s
apt title for Mr. William

Ile has written dozens
stories in his own
able wayv, and here s
“The Letter I3

Screaming melodramatically
“You! You! How I hate and de-
test vow,” o woman reels against
Ralph Remington as e is coming
out of a night club, and suddenly
Ralph 1s i the 1oils of a double
mystery, Thus s the  reader
lavmched inio a story as entrancingly
batiling as any Le Quex has ever
written,

an
le
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mimit-
another,

(Juex.
mysiery

The story revolves  rowmxl  the
persont of  Lady Trica Tharston,
who, Ralph  discovers, i~ held in

some tnexplicable and horribie honed-
age by a gang o1 murderous thieves.

That Ralph learns 0 love Fricn,
and  that thelr story s ull of
breathiless  opisodes  wopes withoul
saying,

(Casscll).
g
Mr. John Boclhan's new

“The Dancing  Floor,"  deals
with modern Fnglish life. Tt is told
hy Sir lidward Teithen, who was
ane of  the chief  characters  in
“Tohn Macnah”™ 1t s the rale on
the one hand of a voung Englishman
who s haunted alt his tife by a
dream. and on the ather of a girl,
the hetress to a Greek island, whe
ant of o quixetic sense ot honour,
faces nlone @ grest peril. In the
fina! scenes the destinies o1 e two
are dntertwined s netahle test of
courage.  The hook is at once a love
storv, a story of adventure, and 2
study of madern youth,
(Hodder & Stoughton’,
L)

cssrs. Collins

novel,

Aros. have added

four excellent novels to their
circan Colonial Library. “Over the
Dorder,” by H. Whitaker. 15 an ex-
cellent Western story; “The Depths

¥

nf Prosperity,’” a remarkable society
story by Phyllis Bottome; “The
Black Diamond," by F. Brett
Young. a powerful novel of life in
sordid surroundings, through which,
however, shines the gleam of gold.
and “Birthright.,” by T. &, Stribling.
the story of a young negro's trivinph
in his struggle for an education and
the recognition of his right to a
place in the sun.  All four are most
readahle hooks.
q

erc is the introduction
Ten Round Contest,”

Ly Ronald
wrier:

“ladies and
and  girls,  vour
please!  Thiz ten-round contest is
no world's  champlonsliy, but 1
can promise vou o genuine clash,
hard  punching,  and  every  round
fought 1o the gong. T owon't delay
vou, hut ask the timckeeper to
commence  the contest,  amd  may
the best man win.

“Seconds  ont
round—time !

It is a collection of hoxing
stories, and evervone a Jittle mas-
terpiece of its kind.

If an admirer of the fstic
vou should read this hook.

o A
a book
Campbell, o new

aentiemen,  hoys
Lkind  attention,

of the ring—Arst

art,
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