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THE MIRROR

H o

hristias will soon he here, and

Tront force o habit, certainly
not becanse the weather suggests g
wee are heginning to make plans tor
our vearly holuday. We are all
secretly anxious  to capture Uthat
holiday feehne™ which comes aver
us. when we teave behind our usupd
selves annd habits, and cmbark on
fariight, three weeks or
aion life. Tt
weosav oiet]y e nurs
we i, I onT vitrhoas iy s,

month

e nul”

and so

This s how the many weirrd aned
wonderfal wavs ar bholidns mading
have Fir Noew
wildl 1 et

it heing

Crme

Zealand we lke 1001
hack o mturee, A
gricul 77 we sy o viehr other
we stand harclegoed, strajeht-haire
perwceler]oss, 1Mt
disreputable garments on the deck
nf a vachr, or lic in bathing <o
tumes  on  sun-baked  beaches, or
wear a collection of old  clothes
mountaineering. We arc not fas-
tidious about our holiday wardrobes.
or whether the hotels ar boanding
houses have the very Litest 10 come-
{art and diversion.

Nty

reckiod, it onr

Other lands. other holidavs ! A
favourite holidav with London girls
is “on the river!™ “T{ only” plavs
a hig part in the preparations for
such a holiday, and refers mainly
to the weather. No suore miserable
a holiday can be inagined than a
wet fortnioht spent in a amall
mn the River Thames. One might
just as well spend it in the London

idavys

Bordev's Lock, River Thames, on Ascot Sundax,

In Other

‘ube — hecause erouching nader the
I green awning of the Jwat s as
sttty with far loss

posing the stin »hould
I

rovan, o Sup-
sivime for a
whole Tortniel: P never dogs,
bur were tdkine  aleary Biobidays,
which are alwavs full of “suppuos-
i Well, =n
et we are in Tor one of the

st edetight ful hali

RIS s,

‘wh‘_; 5

g inable,

shali [rom
Maddenbend, From the vronent we
step into our punt with its gay
chintz cushions, and settle curselves
luxuriously., we get “that holiday
feeling.” A punt leads itseli to
picturesque attitudes, and the experi-
eneed river il makes the most of
these opportunities. She lies lazily
drainst the cushions, carries coquet-
tishly her gay coloured sitk parasol.
and trails her pale fingers in the
water ! Ier companion looks very
workmanlike in imupaculate  white
flannels, sleeves turned up, and nses
the punt pole with skill and grace
that only eomes with practice. Punt-
ing lToalks so easy, but just try # and

o river tour ~lT

e, Often have T oscen men who
laughed it to scomn, in the maost
undiguified  positions, looking ke

monkeva onoastick.
nothe muad, the

The pole sticks
punter sticks 1o his
prodey nd 1l bond goes sailing on !

“Ohur holiday has begun,” adven-
tre beckons, and 10 romance shontd

Blogao forthy wells could any set-

e b mere periceed The river
sonot tooowide o Muatdenbead, and
Hows along peaecinlly, I dont

Lnew whieh side s maore beautiful—
the right with tfs steep embankmem
covered with the beautiful beeches
nf Clevedon Woods, which hang
far over the river, or the softly un-
dulating hills, patchworked with
squares  of ripening corn, waving
ereen crops, and the well wooded
parklands of large cstates on the
left. Upstream we oo, paddiing
laztly with no settled plan or time-
tables. A shady backwater where
the branches of the trees interlace,
invites us to rest and we tie up to
a tree, have an affresce meal, sninnze
quietiy and listen to the music of a
banjolete or deccaphione,

There is no need to be dull on
the river. Fvery fow miles a village
or a town crops up, where riverside

1st December, 1926

Fopreal Presis

Lands

hatels offer good orchestras, jazzing
and attractive meals, There's Skin-
dles™ at Alaidenhead with its hoan-
titul grounds  and baleony
louking the river, where well-known
society e theatrical people Tore-
eather, There's "The  Belll” a
guaint little I owith old panctling
and pewter, ar Hurlev, o village be-
tween Cookhant and Tlenley, where
well-known  politicins have heen
known 1o stav for Wdyllic, 7 unath-
cial. week-ends. The Phyllis Cort
Chub oot Heeley Sociely’s riverside
rendezvous, lves up 1o River {ra-
ditivnrs and offers members faeilities
for maonlight exenrsions and chumn-
Phn e for the tritline on-
travce fee of 20 suineas and anoual
subweription of T anineas, Forther
up the stream is Oxiord, where the
nicht washore can be spent it the fine
old Mitre Hotel”

CeT -

SUNPUTS

To get charming  scenery, let's
miake for Cockham, Marlowe, Hur-
ley and Sonning, where the sweet
peace of the river casts its spell
over evervthing, During the sunny
day  we will Tie dreaming  under
the trees, while the blue dragan
flics dart about the flowers on the
river's hrink, and the swans sail
majestically towards our hoat. Then
as cvening falls let us drift silently
down  streany, watching the moon
rise and nake its silver path on the
calm water.  Romange claims the
viver for ils own on warm stunmer
moonhight nights and who  would
have it otherwise ?

(Continued on Page 37)



