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FRIENDSHIPS

Robertson touk more care to make
that dinner perfect than some will to
make themselves perfect. Tt was
such 2 dinner as one epicure might
give to another—hrief bhut ex-
quisite.

When the servants were ont of the
room, and they were drinking the
78—one of the only five remaining,
I grieve to say—Alr. Robertson rose
in his place and sajd with a pleas-
ant smile:

“It's old-fashioned to propose a
teast, but please forpive it I
wor't make a speech, but give my
toast in two words, To Triendship!”

All stood up to drink, and as Lucy
Barnes subsided into her place again,
she said to her host:

“Thanks.  That was most {right-
fully nice of you.”

After dinner they all played bridge
(infamously)  and greatly cnjoved
it.

And all through the evening the
word pony was tever used by any-
body.  There was not even a tacit
implication that there was such an
animal, or cven had been,
could bhe,

When in their turn shortly after-
wards the Barnes couple invited the
Rohertson couple tn dinmer, Tom
Rarnes, aged fourteen, felt it his
duty to issue a word of warning
ter his father.

“T supnose” said Tom. “it's all
right—this retting so thick with the
Rohertsons again, hut don't forcet
that he did vou in the eve over that
ponv.”

But Qs advice—it happens some-
times 1o the hest of advice—was not
well received. He was told that
a hov just aut of the nurserv would
do hetter not tn pass comments on
a man whn was nat onlv much older

or ever

than he was, hut also a far finer
man than Tem could cver hape to
he, Mr.  Robertean  had  never

cherted anvhody Tn his life and was
incapahle of anv aitemipt to cheat.
e had made a perfectly natural
mistake, for whirh he had exXpres-
sed his reeret and made full repar-
atinn, {Here perhaps Mr. Barnes
wandered imta the region of over-
statement,}  And 11 Tam failed in
any way tn show a proper  respect
for Mr. Rohertsnn, then Tom would
be given somie smund reasons to re-
member his manners in the future.

Tn fact. Tom, as he afterwards
staterd to an intimate friend, “cot it
in the neck.”

It was annther successfu! dinner.
Mr. Rohertsnn exnressed the warm-
est apprecintion of the Madelra, and
Mr. Barnes, who had inherited 2
well-stacked eellar from his father,
with Madeira as a principal feature,
sent round 2 case of the wine with
his compliments to Mr. Rebertson
on the following marning,

The old relations were resumed.
Onee more the twn men travelled
to and from the City tozether. And
if it happened te be raining when
ther  met oan the platform  Mr.
Barnes never fafled to ohserve that
it was nice weather for the ducks,
andl My, Robertson aluavs greeted
this witty remark with an

anpree-
jative smile.

Thev plaved goll  together fre-
quently, and their renewed friend-
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ship stood even this strain. They
sometimes  were rather cross with
their caddies. Mr. Barnest once said
that if on that particular day a
stotie-blid, one-armed imbecile of-
fered him a stroke a hole he would
not dare to play it. Mr. Robertson
on his off-day was equally vehement
in self-depreciation. But they never

quarrelled  with one  another.
Never !

It scemed all right—quite all
right.  But then thev decided to

go down to the Derby together.

They did not take their wives with
them. Annie Robertson dislile
crowds.  Lucy Barnes had been
to the Derby once, and found it full.
dusty, and detestable.  So the two
ladies were left to spend the dav
together.  But the men did take with
thein a hamper that provided 2 suf-
ficfent margin for hospitality to the
City TIriends they would probably
cneounter.  They travelled in Mr.
Robertson’s larger car, and Tilling
{who, it will be remembered, had
six years' racing-stable experience)
drove them, It was a glorious
morning.  They made an early start
and in the first five minutes the
trouhle heman.

“Two months age” said George
William Barnes,  “T Tittle thoucht
that T should see the Derby run this
1'(’.'«‘!"_”

"Two months aeo. to he frank”
=21l Tames Rohert Robertson, T
never thought vou'd be alive for it.
You vememher that afternoon when
T eame round tn gee vou

“T dn. T remember it to vour
credit. A man who has the moral
eourage to own up an error, and
tn exnress his regret for it alwavs
has myv respect.”

“Glad  to have wvour respect,
Gearge, hut at the same time T don't
want to get it by a misanprehension.
T admitted no error——*

“You said distinctly, We
mistakes!

TP vl kindlv e to
sanale, T oadmitted no error hecause

all make
:11|n\\'

in the matter ir dispute T had ecom-
mitted none. YWhat T said was in
renlv tn the apnloov which came
from you.  Yon said Tet hveones
he byeones, and if that was nat
asking me to overlnok a past of-
fence nn vour part, then the English
language has no meaning.”

“¥ou may chonse to pat that com-
plexion on it but vou know as well
as T dn that nothing was further
from my thoughts. T remember
the incident perfectly.”

“De you?  Then that takes away
vour last excuze.  Tf wou'd been
light-headed at the time I would
have understaod it

“My temperature was under nor-
mal”

“Apparently it isn't now. Why
ca't yvou listen to sense?  The dav
after our quarrel T saw the pony
of mine trotting along the road with-
out a thing the matter with him,
and the gipsy whe was driving him
wouldn't Iet him go under £15."

“Are von really as simple as ali
that?  Den’t you know that a
clever horse-coper can often doctor
a lame animal so that he'il look all
right for an hour or two, and in tha
hour or twe he sclls him to some

Qur Advertisements are

87

om the bime & Jeave
Hze lécl'oz'y qutl;fezlﬂhs on ée bed

DUS’I‘ and dirk cannot touch it dangerous

germs are dgfinitely excluded—the Duro-
down is SEALED by a new exclusive wrap-
ping process,

Saee this better mattress in its new hygienis
wrapping at any furnigshers. And remember
that this is only ona of the exelusive Duradown
features—remember that yon get the layer
filling, the re-inforced centre and the rolled
edge—all for the same money !

““For perfect rest
and wears the best’’

Made by Howard Abbott Ltd., Auckland

DURODOWN MATTRESS

2 New Seal
DUST DQJ(;%E&L emgr t;egoor: Ppm&

i

Gmbum: - Anafz

QOF.

IF you get a sudden cut or bruise, burn or scald,
apply a remedy known for its great soothing and

Heal it with Zam. Buk!

curative powers.

In case of sunburn, blisters, heat rash or suspicion
of eczema or rngworm, or other deep-seated trouble.

Heal it with Zam-Buk!
Skin health and Zam-Buk go together. Whenever

your skin worties you, Zam-Buk will prove a kindly
soothing friend. It is the most widely-used skin remedy
in the world.

Zam-Buk is a unique combination of hea]mg, soothing,
antiseptic and germicidal properties, and is quite free
from every trace of animal fat and from coarse insoluble
mineral drugs. Every home needs a box of Zam-Buk.
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