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THE MIRROR

Motor and Wife

Reflections upon their (hoice

r. Arnold Benuett has heen
M telling us te choose a wile
as we choose eur motar-cars. A sen-
sible man chooses a motor-car not
so much by its colour and uphols-
tery, but by its engine-power and
smooth rinning.  Similarly, though
looks and form are not to he dis-
regarded  among  the claims of a
prospective wife,  good  temper
{which i3 smooth runuing) and

houschold  management  Cwhich s
engive-power)  are still more  im-
portant. We are advised, fuarther, to

make  dispassionate, impartin! and
tactinl inquirtes about the Tady (as
we do abont cars) in order to dis-
cover whether her private manners
are wmarkedly diffevent from her
maneers,  The analogy
boelween marviage and the purchase
of a motor-car hreaks down, i {act,
only i one respect--that there ean
be no trial ran hefore marriage.
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not carry ligures oy head, bt
the number of  unhappy  marriages
s osurprisingly small, especiatiy when
vou consider how rashly some people
culer mto the state of matrimony.
The truth 1 that f a man and
wotnan like cach atlier, the ordds are
ihat they will get on quite well to-
pether.
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vist nuajerity of eases 1t is succeed-
il by somethimg that 15 wore dur-
able and permioent gy passion
maniely,  frivndship, motuad - loyalty

tion ot

have no
ad T ecan-

ished  with

£FOls =0

and helpfulness, aund the possession
of common inlcrests,

Man’s First Love and
Second

have ngticed that when men grow

weary of their fivst Tove and he-
gin a second the seeend shows a
strange  tendency to revert to the
first {ype. The unfaith{ul hushand
commonly chooses  someane who is
an inferior version of his lawiual
wife--not, as you wmight imagine
and as the books inake out-—some-
one who 15 her antithests, Compore
thai with a man's treatment oi his
motor-cars. He ean, if he ts wealthy
enough, eset a car exactly to  bis
own specificatiaon; bt the odds are
that when he gets another he will
prefer another iype altogeiher,

The car, again,
sold makes no attempl to push dit-
scif, and is neither forward nor
shy: the atmosphere of a sale s
ong of pure reasen and celd calou-
Totion. And yet there ave more mis-
takes made 0 the purchase of cars
than there arc in the marrving of
wives, Cousider, too, how sinple is
the task of the car amd how enor-
monsly complicated the relationshinp
of marriages: yet how
the wife 2o

vhen it is being

seldom does
hack w her mather,
and how often the car gors hack
ter the maker.

The truth is that Nature is often

wiser than reason. It has often heen

noted  that  tall wmen prefer small
women, and vice perse, What a mer-
ciful thing that is. For il we con-

tracted marriage as owe bty ocar,
the tall man would marry a tall
wife and the short man would have
ta be content with o fittke wife with
the result that o a few hudred
humans would  he either
dwarfs ar Analk,
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Nature’s Wise

As with physical peculiarities, so
with those of the mmd and ot
character. Nature is always woerk-
ine for her norm and averago, And
is not that g scientific justification
for that stravgely unscientific pio-
cess called falling o love? Justas

our senses warn us of the approach
of danger to life and healthy,
falling i love comes from a deep
instinet within ws by which Nature
preserves her halanee of golden me-
diocrity, and humans have the hest
chance of attaining the settled hap-
piness which lives neither on the
peaks nor in the depths of emotion,
but in the hroad, fat. level plains
of contentment,
The mechanical
view of marriage is wrong. [f we
chooss our wives as we choose our
cars, we should want (o change the
ane as often as we do the other,
whichh would indeed e a calanuty,
The happy marriage of man and
woman iz not a1 mathematical equa-
tion. It is a subtle chemistry, and
just as the tongue can taste differ-
ences in wines that defly the analyst,
so there are cthers in married hap-
piness that anly Cupid can detect.
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hone for a DIAMOND
CAB anvytime. The same
Charges day and night.....1/6
for the first mile, 9d. for every
additional mile. Four can ride
for the price of one. ... ..

&

PHONES 44.505 & 44-585 . PLENTY OF CABS
“DIAMONDS ARE TRUMPS”

Look out for Humber—
world sensational car
: value, Just arrived.
British, but sells by

merit not patriotism.
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