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Our NMountain R egion

MISS B. E. Baughan is undoubt-
edly one of the hest-known
writers of literature descriptive of
New Zeasland's scenic heauties, Her
latest book, “Arthur's Pass and the
Otira Gorge,” gives ample scope for
her fine powers of picturesque de-
scription and keen observation,

Snow-capped mountains, rushing
torrents, mountain flora and fauna
all serve their purpose in the thread
of a most interesting and informa-
tive description of this mountainous
district, The region  deseribed,
through the Otira and over Arthur's
Pass to Westland, contains sotne of
the most rugged and inspiring scen-
ery in the Dominion, and Miss
Baughan's facile pen has done {ull
justice to its many beauties. It is a
little hook that all lovers of our
land should possess. The hook con-
tains a number of fine illustrations,
The publishers are Whitcombe and
Tombs Limited.

On Household Kanagnent

A NEW cookery book compiled
hy E. Futter, and entitled
*Home Cookery for New Zealand,”
ltas been dssucd by Whitcombe and
Tombs. There are some thousands
of maodern recipes, all compiled with
an ecye to economy. A uniqur and
handy feature for those who en-
tertain is the scction dealing with
the preparation of liquers and cock-
tails, Special scctions are develed to
jam, hiscint and confectionery-mak-
ing. A selection of extremely handy
ceneral household recipes round off
this admirable pubiication,

A Great Journalist

FROM the penof Frederick White
comes a most cowmprehensive and
instructive hiography, “The Life of
W, T, Stead” (Jonathan Cape; 2
vols.).

Stead was undoubtedly one of the
gputstanding personalities of his time.
He was a great publicist and wicid-
ed an enormous influence i the
moulding of public opinion. His
journalistic carcer cammenced carly
and at 21 we find him editor of e
Darlingtor Echo. Some few years
afterwards he was invited to join
the staff of The Pall Mall Guzette
as assistant to Lord Morley, and on
Morlex's ratirement, in 1880, Stead
assumed the editortal chair, conduct-
ing the Pull Mall Gascile until 1800
when he founded The Rewvieww of
Regieses, On Morley's retircment
Steard instituted a complete change
i the policy of the paper, and intro-
duced what became known as The
New Journalism. He conducted vig-
orous campaigns, drawing public at-
tention to many of the hlots exist-
ent in the social fabric. oue of his
carliest being his famous “Maiden
Tribute to Modern Bahylon,” TFor
his outspokenness Stead was pro-
secuted and served a period of im-
prisonment in Holloway Goal. How-
ever, various changes in the Crim-
mal Law were the outeomie of his
disclosures. Stead's activitics were
astounding, He maintained a re-
markable correspondence, receiving
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and exchanging opinions with kings
and statesmen, with ecclesiastical
dignitaries, cxplorers, artists and
artisans.  His friendships extended
from the lhighest to the lowest, not
only in England, but throughout the
world. He was an ardent imperial-
ist, helieving that England should
not further extend her Dominion,
but should devote her attention to
the development of her existing ter-
ritories, He did not apprave of our
war with the Boers, and gained for
himself, during this period, the stig-
ma of pro-Beerism, He was in-
tensely religious, and as the son of
a Non-conformist Minister, his early

a really good novel, depicting life
in this country. “Far Flung” (John
Long Ltd.) is a fine study of out-
back life in the little town of Ma-
wanul and the surrounding country.
The author's characterisation is good
(Mr, McConchie, the erratic and
delightful tailor, is a masterpiece of
fiction character creation), and the
descriptions of sgenery and country
life are true to nature. His one
fanlt is that he is apt to amplify
dialogue at the expense of the ac-
tion of the story, Particularly good
is the awe-inspiring deseription of
the great hush fire which brings
devastation to Mawanui. The hero

HucH WarroLe

UCKLAND Jas the distinction of being the birthplace

of Hugh IF alpole, is father, now Bithop of Edin-
burgh, being domiciled in the Northern City some years
ago. The novelist was cducated at King's College, Can-
terbury, and Emmanie! College, Cambridge.  His first
book" The F aoden Horse, " published in | 909, was follsww
ed by a brilliant series of books including Fortituds,’
“The Green Mirror,” The Secret City,” The Cathed-
ral,’ and "“The Old Ladies;’ his latest, ‘Por trait af a :

Man with Red Hair’ appeared recently

upbringing in a typical Victorian
religions atmosphere was strict in
the extreme. In the carly years his
outlook on life was certainly nar-
row, but broadened considerably as
time passed. His interest in spiri-
tualism and the famous “Julia™ did
not commeince until late in lite. His
new  faith aroused much lostility
and criticism amongst  his  fricods,
Lut he strongly clung to his beliefs
right up to the time of his tragic
death 1 the great 77awmiie disaster.
In  writing  the Dbiography,  Mr.
White has performud a  difficult
task in admirable fashion. The book
15 not only the life of an outstand-
ingz personality. but {s a most in-
teresting review of events hetween
the years 1880-1905.

HAR\"EY H. COODK, a XNew
Zealander born and  educated
i Christchurch, is responsible for

should

of the story is Silas Bond, an un-
cducated but strong personality. de-
termined to carve a fortuwnie [rom
the saw-milling judustry, Hiz meet-
ing  with  Millicent Hastings, the
school-teachier, and their subsequent
romance, is the thread on which
hangs the rest of this entertaining
story. We are looking forward to
more from the pen of this gifted
author. (Through Whitcombe amil

Tombs,}
A CABINET Secret and Other
Stories” is the title of a col-
lection of short stories fram the pen
of LI R. Wheeler. another New
Zealand writer, While not possess-
ing any great ocutstanding literary
merit, the stories are well told, an:d
provide entertainment in
whiling away an odd hour or so.
Our copy through the publishers,
Whitcombe and Tombs.
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" ELEN,” by Edward Lucas

White, is the story of the ro-
mance of Helen of Troy and her
three husbands, Menelaus of Sparta,
Paris of Troy, and Deiphobus of
Troy; told in seven tales, the seven
crises of her life. In the author's
words, “the tales are the outcome of
years of pondering on the possible
historical events out of which grew
the legends of the Homeric tale of
Troy.” Heve we have the herces of
the ancient weorld stripped of the
supernatural aid of gods and god-
desses, living, thinking and fighting
as just ordinary mortals. Helen
stands out the most womanly of all
womelt, with all the inconsequential-
ities of her sex delightfully par-
trayed and held up for our eritieism.
Tt is a daring experiment to so tam-
per with Homer, but Mr., White
succeeds  delightfully, — Qur  copy
from Whitcombe and Tomhs Limit-
ad,
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