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Tur—: British-made motor 15 be-
coming a much more promin-
ent ohject on the roads of New
Zealand than it was a few years
ago, but it has a long way to go
hefore it gets to where it ought to
he, With the big factory shortly to
go up in Wellingten's suburban in-
dustrial arca, the American-made
car so far as several well-known
makes arc concerned, will become
very much of a local industry, Tt is
true the plant to be erected is only
an  asscinbling  and  body-building
plant, but the fact remains that
America's trade is extensive enough
to warrant a big factory There,
whereas the British motor manu-
fuctirer continues to be an inaccess-
ible person at the other end of the
cable.

RADUALLY the public is wak-

ing up to the fact that the
British light car is an economical
vehicle that stands up perfectly well
to the ordinary run of New Zealand
roads. The light car is the leading
development in the British motor
trade of post-war years, It 15 a
development forced by the British
national motor tax of £1 per horse-
power per annum, and by the de-
mand of the British purchaser for
a vehicle which shall be as economi-
cal in running costs as possible. The
British light car made its first bow
to the public about fourteen or fif-
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teen years back, and some of the
carliest specimens still survive in
this country, flatly refusing to wear
out, The writer was out the other
day in a ten-year-old English light
car which, after about fifty thous-
and miles on New Zealand roads,
was running as Quietly and sweetly
as one could wish, aud making ex-
cellent time on the road, Its owner,
in fact, remarked that nearly every
stranger to whom he gave a hit
remarked on the smooth running of
the car and gasped when told of its
age,

HERL is no getting away {rom

the fact, however, that if Eng-
lish cars are to be sold in guantity
m this country the English manu-
facturer must lay himself out to
taken an active interest in the miar-
ket. There 1s a tremendous amount
of lee-way to he made up. and the
idea that the light car is little better
than a toy still persists i many
quarters. and requires to he combat-
ed. The manufacturer also needs
to make himself more familiar with
the  special  requirements of  our
market, and establish much closer
contact hetween  himself  and the

New Zealand purchaser. With more
ginger in the selling end, and more
hacking and support from his local
agents, the DBritish manufacturer
could undoubtedly do  wvery much
Better in this country than he is
doing, Once he scts out in real earn-
cst to keep his end up lhiere he will
find plenty of support,

MERICA had its car show in

New York soon after the New
Year, and the trend for 1920 scems
to be in the direction of smaller six-
cylinder engines, automatic chassis
lubrication, shorter wheelbase, and
a great range of colours in the hody
finish. Balloon tyres are cstablished
firmly, but the demand is for six-ply
tyres, as the fottr-ply bLallon tyre
has heen found to have inadeguate
strengtll.  Apart from four-wheel
brakes, the braking gencrally has
been improved on all cars, and even
the cheapest have improved the size
and width of their brake drums. A
dozen or more makes were shown
with the new double beam head-
lamps, Tn these the long light ray
for driving is shortencd and deflect-
ed downward when another car
passes. hut without any dimming as

in the past. This result is attained
by the use of a second filatment in
the headlight, placed below that sup-
plying the usual bhright light, The
driver shifts a switch lever on the
steering wheel and the current is
shifted to this second filament, which
is out of the true focus of the re-
flector and so placed as to give a
bright field of illumination immed-
iately in front of the car, and some-
what broader than usual so that the
ditches and sides of the road are
well lighted,

ANOTHER feature at the New

York show this year has heen
the return of the roadster and dicky
seat. The closed car has now become
the standard, instead of the luxury
article as it was of yore, but there
are always nmany people who want
something different from the usual
run, and for them the sports road-
ster with Juxurious equipment is
being freelv provided by numbers
oi American malkers.

ONE thing to be thankful for in
connection with the Dominion's
good roads movement is that the ex-
treme distrust of the Highways
Board appears to he dying out in
the South Island, A year or so ago
the hoard was regarded as a sinister
device created for rohhing the South
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