THE LADIES’ MIRROR

“Mere Man™ is being v

"ASHIONS FOR FAIR MOTOR-CYCLISTS

ist December 1925

thowed out of a sport lie once regarded as his exclusive domain by those he once dubbed

the “wweeaker sex” Not enly that. but his atifre and habits are being sedulousty aped. Tapical Press, London

A LONG MOTOR TOUR

FROM COOK STRAIT TO THE NORTH CAPE

WONDERFUL swmmer trip

for people who are not limited
te time, is trom Wellington to the
North Cape. Every year the high-
ways are being improved, and now
it is possible to go through withow
meeting auy obstacles in the way of
impassable roads,

Starting on our tour from Wel-
lintgon bright and carily one moru-
ing, we were snon over Packakariki
Hill, where we could admire the
view of the sea hundreds of fect
below, with Kapiti Island, the Dbird
sanctuary, in the distance.

Through  Shannon, Palmerston
North and the Manawatu Gorge we
passed on cur way to Napier, where
we spent the first night. The pros-
perity in Hawke's Bay is quite evid-
ent; all the farmers having modern
homes and expensive nwolor-cars,
The mam attraciion in Napier s the
Marine Parade, stretching for miles.

The second day we leit for Taupeo.
climbing one hill after another for
hours, the highest heing 2050 feet.
On the plains near the Runanga

THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE NORTH ISLAND

Falls is Rongataiki, where an enjoy-
able holiday may be spent. Close hy
is a0 stream  abounding with trout,
Seventeen miles further on we came
to Lake Tunpo, which was looking
beawutiiul in the sunshine, with a
Fackaground of snow-clad ranges.

Near the Spar Hetel are a few
mud pools and hot mineral baths. Tt
is surprising to sce stray vats in this
vicinity, as ithe ground is warm and
there seems little for them te Lve
ol

We called at Huka Fallis, which
provide the clectricity for Taupo. [t
is lovely to stand on the suspension
bridge amd wateh the mighty tor-
rents roaring down at a swift pace.

Close by is Wairakei, also Geyser
Valley. Fntering the Valley one sces

stedin rising (rom dozens of gevsers,
There are plenty of thrilis for the
hlasé, m oue place hoiling water
splashes over the narrow path cvery
few minutes, and close by is a con-
tiwal knocking underground. Fur-
ther on is the dancing rock. which
does s “turn” every five minites,
The pringipal  gevsers  are  the
Champagne Pool and the Wairakei
Geyser.

After seeing all the weird sights,
we took the road leading to Puta-
ruru, passing the Totara Timber
Co.'s mill on the way. We called at
Cambridge aud then arrived in Ham-
ilton by dark.

The road then runs alongside the
Waikato River to Mercor. except
where it crosses the famous Rangi-

rirfs, which are no longer {ormid-
able. It wis a4 nice run over the
Razor Back into Auckland. There
we stayed a4 few davs o visit some
of the many beaches and see a few
of the sights. It takes mionths 1o
really see everything i Auckland,
as it is favoured with so many
beauty spots,

T‘VF, then  started out for  the

"Winterless North,”  Taking
the ferry to Devonport, we kept
near the BEast Coast Tor about sixty
miles, passing  Silverdale, Brown's
Bay, Waiwera, and Warkworth, Go-
ing over the Matakuna hill te Waipu
we saved twentv-eight miles. In
good weather it is a pretty drive.
the road i parts heing just the
widih ol a car, and skirted on hoth
sules by pungas.

In anether hour we arrived at
Whangarei, which is quite a “go-
abead” town with good roads and
an excellent climate for fruit grow-
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