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“Reminiscences of Stevenson in

IR JAMES A BARRIE, speak-
Vo to a0 large gathering  of
rather notable persons at a recent
dinner m London, observed that most
of them were probably writing their
reminiscences, and that in so doing
they would be well-advised to re-
member that reminiscences were as
little value nowadays nuless they -
cluded some recollection of Robeet
Louis Stevenson, Whimsieal as that
may have been, It was true to the
extent that anyone who -
thing new to tell of friendship or
ol axsociation with RIS, s as cer-
tain to fid attentive listeners now
as at any time: m opoint of fact, ra-
ther more certain, since one would
sayv that about cevervthing Stevenson
ever wrole or cver did of puossibie
mterest to anyouc has heen told
and re-told, Letters have been pro-
duced from cverywhere, and just the
other day T saw a Honolulu news-
paper which contamed a photograph
copy of a few congratulatory lines
written  from Vailima to  Queen
Lilokalani, w1891, on the occasion
of Jier accession to the throre of
Hawari, But the period of Steven-
son’s lifte which has been discnssed
least of all iz it scems to me, that
of the few Drivi, but interesting
pigquant manths which he
Fahi, oo the autwmn of
although the present
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village where RILS. spent  those
months remembers the white strang-
er of nearly forty years ago, and
much of his doings and sayings. there
is little likelihvod of any reminis-
cences appearing from that quarter.
Yet the chief. whose name is Tim-
arce, 35 an adopted son of the chief
- now dead for some yvears—-who
entertained R.LS. at the little vil-
lage of Tautira, i Tahiti, It was
that chicf, Oreore, whe conferred
upon his guest the bhigh lonour of
“blood  brotherhood,”  the  deepest
manifestation of affection the Tahi-
tinns could bestow. This included,
naturally, the pame and title, and
Stevenson was  always  thercafter
known to the natives of Tautitn as
“the chief Oreore.” and held in cqual
regard with the tribal chicftain,

HE Casco and her party sailed

from San Francisco for the
South Seas on June 28, 1888, That
15 a well-known fact and date. But
there are other facts in the connec-
tion nat so well known: and I shonld
like to depart form my main theme
long enough to mention them, One
of Stevenson's dreams had  always
Been, of course, a South Sea cruise.
The here of the Pacific and s palm-

shaded islands was felt strougly in
the San Fraucisco of the latter part
of the last century, when there al-
ways fay at the wharves along the
Fmbarcadere  a dozen  trading -
schooners with their atmosphere of
tropic seas and exotie lands, Abont
those  wharves  has  lingered  and
dreamed many a  wanderer:  and
their romantic appeal to RIS, was
potent. His determinition some  day
to cruise the South Seas was no
doubt born among the San Francisen
wliarves, But his {radl health barred
any possibility of Joining the crew
of a trading vessel, which would
have heen the average wanderer's
logical course. Sa, then, when ma-
terial conditiong permitted, on his
second visit to America, Stevenson
chiartered “the Cesco for the South
Pacific cruise. But this came very
near not happening, and  literatire
guite as nearly lost many notabhe
South Sea stories and sketches.
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hehalf, wrote

g'l‘li\-vl’NSON. or
L2 MeClure on his
{rom New York 1o friends in San
{o charter and it o o
suttable vacht tor a loug voyage m
ihe Pacifie, Tiat such a project was
not so casily carvicd out as one might

I rametsco

‘Gahiti

fancy, even then:
search of the Bay
suitable for the proposed  cruisc.
Some thine passed, and RILS., hav-
g become impatient, concluded 1o
ahandon the whole idea, and (o make

and a thorough
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a trip to the West Indies instead.
Far that purpese MeClure was al-
veady newotiating for a yacht

New York and Stevenson wrote to
Sun Franciseo that he should net
come west after all. Buat fust at that
moment the Coser was  discovered,
having recently arrived in San Fran-
cisen. “Have found bhoat™ was wired
to New Yaork, iand Stevenson prompt-
Iy telegraphed  back  “Starting at
once.” The West Tndies vacht had
practically been chartered, and Mece-
Clure was keen dor a trip to the
Cartbhean, but the instant RS,
fcarncd that the South Sea crusse
was possible after all, he had oo
heart for anyvthing clses All of which
[ have on the authority  of  Mr.
Charles (. Yale, who 1s at present
an honorary life member, and libra-
rian. of the Bohenman Club, in San
And. something  more
never heen related. Mr.
Yaleo who was at that time o well-
known journalist and also an official
ot the Coast and Geodetic Suarvey
Service, was the very man who car-
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