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WHAT 1S

HWoeleeyn Garden Cliy, Hevis,, Eog-
lond —-1 conntry lane wiilized in the
sivect lay-out. The magnificont oals

N oevery hand to-tay we are con-

ironted by greal and vial de-
volopments,  New  Zealanders  aee
awakening to national and civic con-
sctotsness and this new-found seise
s finding  expression inoactivities
which are moulding the cuuntey's
character,

It 1s a commonplace to say that
to-day is the day ol great and rapid
developments, but a  comumonplace
which will bear frequent repetition
il it eventually opens the public
mind to the significance of these
developments and to the neceessity
for their intelligent control.

Our coneern {or the muoment is
with the future development of the
citics of the Douminion, aud 1 haope
0 show along what Tmes this devel-
optient might take place by drawing
from the experience of other coun-
tries where civie art has reachied an
advanced stage.

An intelligent critic, bringing «
fresh eye to anvthing in course of
creation, whether it be o picture, o
Mece of sculpture, mv lady's dress,
ar the building of a eity, often de-
wets faults to which
juded eyve is hlind,

Just as the artisy steps back Trom
his casel o get a comprehensive
view ol his picture, #0 the builders
ol eities shonld mmake a mental re-
view of ihe work aonder their ands
to farrly judge of its mwerit.

The last decade has marked pheno-
mewt] development in Auckland and
s cnvirenz, and comiung back to
these shores after an abseuee ol ten
years or so, one reviews this growth
with mixed feelings, Sowe aspects
are happily inspired and wholly gowd,
others  merely  commonplace,
atiters again, deplorably mizcotceiv-
e and abortive.

Perbaps the strongest improssion
ane wans Trom these manifestations
of activity is the extraordinary Jack
ul eo-uperation and collective thoueit
evidenced by the varvicg  results,
One feels sometimes that the good
work of some is nullified by the dis-
tressmg cfforts of others, and the
whole carth 1s crylng out for smme
comprehensive aud consistent policy
comeerning s development.

the crewror’s

PACI will not permit me to deal

with many aspects of ity devel-
opment, so [ choose that which s
perhaps, nearcst to the hearts of
most of uvs, the development of our
residenaal areas, the environs of our
homes and the homes themselves,

One need not look far for in-
stunces of unwise suburhan develop-
ment, vast dederts of aninteresting
ltouses  unredicved by apen spaces,
shndy trees, and grassy wadlkes, Flide-
cits streets, paved  Tor their Tull
width, withont a Blade of grass or
the vestize of « tree are Manked on
oy sides by Tungalows whose only

THE LADIES MIRROR

RONG WITH OUR CITIES?

IT IS GENERALLY ADMITTED TO-DAY THAT EN-

VIRONMENT EXERTS AN

INCALCULABI.E INFLU-

ENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PEOPLE. .~ -~
THERE 1S NGO GREATER FIELD OF ENDEAVOUR
FOR THE SOCIOLOGIST AT THE PRESENT MOMENT
THAN IN THE RIFFORM OF OUR PREVAILING

METHODS, URBAN AND

MENT. MEN

AND WOMEN ENGACGED IN

SUBURBAN DEVELOP-

THIS

GREAT WORK ARE MAKING A BIGGER CONTRI-

BUTION

TO THE WORLD'S WELFARE THAN

THOSE WHO ENDEAVOUR TO PERSUADE THE
POOR THAT THEIR LOT IS BETTER THAN IT

REALLY

[S- FOR THAT

IS WHAT “CHARITY"

HAS COME TO MEAN.

By A.]. BROWN,

CHATACILTISUIeS  are
Prailder—-
Luve exchunged

wistineui=hing
these ol the specalative
these are what we
e only oo Ny nstanees for green
felds el fine groups of by trees.

The people wha Guwell i these
plices have sofd their Dirthrizht for
iomess ol overy bied pottace,

At whaose door are we o Ly the
sin: Who are this
abomination of desalation®  Flide-
Boune Tocal wnthorities, ond-specu-
litors miterested ooy
values, bailders with o similar out-
ook and fonants dewd o the Gness
vl things!

responschle for

only i

These  shide-giving  trees might

A RUL BA.

v bevie preserved abme with other
lecal amenitics and  charieteristic
leenl  Teatures arid  streots
might have been planted with well-
bept arass margins and ornamental

thise

trees el the comnumnpinee houses
might liive reflected e
taste of e occupants,

culture:d

These things are civen more gon-
sreleration i other countries. parti-
cularly in Great Dritidi, America,
Fiollenl, Framee and Germaony, aned
noview ol owr Government's inter-
est i Model Grorden Sularhs it oy
Lo useful 1o our
Mather Canntry 1oy
matters,

cyves o the
s ration in
those
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have been presevved and the water

e the foregrownd s an old Furm

fond planted woitl lilies und border-
ed by oa rock garden.

Cfhe Garden (ity

TIHIS term has been muceh abused
and mis-applivd until it has come

to mean, for the man in the street,
anythimg from a place where social
congregaie, to a row  of
collages laid out on “maodel™ Tines,
[n reality it is neither the one
ror the other, but primarily a town
where industries are carried on and
the bulkk of the population engawod
m some capacity in those industries.
Somwe might Iusist that the homes
exist to serve the industries. but
we will take the poiut of view that
afl the other {features of the town
are Tor the service of the citizens,

Thus areas are set aside for husi-
ress premises, shopping, eivie butld-
ings, and factories,

A Belt of agricultural land may
eneirele the town and supply it with
fresh produce — vegetables,  milk,
vaos and so forth,

@Yf reets and Rgr!(/.r

"N laying out streels and roads it

L most likely that some old roads
existe and these may often be used
tosudvantage in the streer schemues.
A winding country lane with fine
trees at intervals and  Hanked hy
vrowing  hedges may be  widened
where neecessary for traffic and still
retiin much of  its rural charm.
The preservation of such {eaturces
so long as they do not seriously -
teriere with development, 15 i wise
Bolicy,

The 661t road has heen generally
adopted i New Zealand, both for
main traffic routes and for residen-
ital roads, The guiding principle in
the minds of those who settled this
question was, broadly  speakine, o
gootd one, but a moment's reflection
will show that its indiseriminate ap-
plicatiom Is unsatisiactory.

Anoartertal traffic route requires
areater width than this, while
minor road merely giving access 1o
houses may be considerably less.

By revising these conditions con-
cerning  road  formation  local an-
thorities could do n great deal to-
wards reducing the cost of land mnd
save the ratepayers’ money in main-
tenance.

All streets in residential  areas
shauld hove @ miargins hetween
the carriageway amd the footpath,
aund these marging should be planted
withh trees hoth at regular intervals
and in groups.

ln most streets there {s no need
to make the earriage-way more than
I8 or 20 feet. This would allow of
ample grass margins, which eould he
kept moaen for less than the main-
tenanee cost ol extra curriagewny.

The vistas along our streets are
ol great importance. By judicious
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