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MEMORIES OF
MR, MASSEY

ROBERT RILEY

IWhat woas the sceret of the trinph of Williom Ferguson
Magsey us Frime Minister of New Zealond for close on thirteen
years? He was e the elaononr of political conflict for thirty-
gae yeers; never made a read enciny ;o otoon e personal esteemn
of his King ;! wwes heiled as the trusicd coinrade of the Ewmpire's
leading statesmen ;. and had iy gervice and the high merit of
fis charecter commentorated in IV estininster Abbey., The ques-
tion iy informaticely answoered in ihe following special article

For Twae Lames” Mixwror by e Associate

Editor of the

Christelnel S, selio was the close journalistic friend of the
fale statesman for over a decade, and aceompanied him in an
affictal capacity to the Peace Conference in Paris and Versailles,

IKE Cecil Rhodes, the great Tm-

perial democrat of South Africa
whose tomb Hes rar and lonely in
the Matoppo Hills, Mr. Massey was
buried in an exalted grave on Point
Halswell, Wellingten,  overlooking
the haunts of his vigorous activities
in fife, and commanding i cternal
peace the majestic solitude of the
wide Pacific and the mantled pealks
of loity mountaing North and South
in bis island home. It was an appro-
priate close to a great carcer. a
uoble place of rest for a strenuous
worker for the State. His vision
was always above the nusts in the
valley of palitics,

There were Teatures of his life
and administrative achievement that
are worthy of appreciative thought
and emulation. His homely character
was ever bevond the barbed arrows
uf eritictsim. Honesty was the foun-
dation of his policy and 1t was the
strength and suceess of its practice.
Thousands of peaple in New Zeu-
land had ne time dor his politics ur
party  (which s the way ol the
political world), but no one really
disliked the Man, His home life was
a pattern of simplicity, affection and
trust, Home to him was his castle,
tno strong in its character wud hap-
piness ever to vield to any unhappy
wvader, And now, as Oliver Wendell
Holmes would have tenderly phras-
ed 1t: "There are only two fect on
the fender now.”

The Secretof” His Triwnph

YHAT was the seeret of his per-
somal and political trinmph as
Prime Minister of Now Zealond for
close on thirteen years, these
the most ditficult in the history or
the Dominton? He fought hard and
comepaeredd, but had no enemics. He
won and was given the personal es-
teemn of His Majesty the King Te
hailed and farcwelled as the
trusted  comrade  of  the  leading
statesmen of  the British Fmpive.
And in the grey day of his Anal
pissing {rom the familiar scenes of
men, the high merit of fus service
and  character  was  commemorated
by the maost responzible reprosenta-
tives of the Dritish nation in West-
winster Abbey, the mausoleum of
Mustrious mean. The answer might
well be his epitaph: He made fulhl-
ment of duty the poal of his life,
A few weeks hefore the ened came,
and when the lonp of hife was dimly
hurning, King George was first in
sympathy and hape. The Roval mes-
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sage was in dtself a rare tribute:
"l remembher the great services ren-
deret hy you to your country and
Empire, 1 carnestly trust that your
valvahle life may be sparcd.” It was
a kindly, hut a vain hope.  FEven
then the sun of his strong life was
westering, and the shadews length-
ening, The grip of the dire malady
that had dragged him unwilling {rom
his post could not be relaxed. But it
15 good to know that in the last
tew days of alertness, which in real-
ity presaged the rapid approach of
the Pale Messenger, he was able to
learn  the range and sincerity of
sympathy that had been flashed to
hint from Wl parts of the Empire.
Thus was he sustained to the dark
corridor thirough which every man
must piss to reach the Light,

A Ulsit to Windsor Castle

AR, MASSEY cherished

memories  of yreat oc-
cisions, Of these one of the most
memorible was the manner in which
he was received and treated by the
King and Queen on his special visit
to Windsor Custle as the guest of
their Mujusties,  The late Prime
Minister. who had been invited to
spenel @ week-end at the heautiful
palice of British Kings, had been
naturally apprehensive, He was a
plain, homespun man mave familiar
with the cottage of a peasant than
with the pulice of a king. He soon
discovered that his anxicty “to do
the right thing™ (10 recall one of
his Tavourite expressions) had been
wholly unnecessary. No man could
have  had o happler  experience.
There was no formality at all at
any time ol the visit, and the New
Zealwuder was  at home  hy the
hearth of the Roxal family. And he
knew the pleasure of strolling with
the King on the terrace at Windsor
m the soft twilight of an Fnglish
summer day, On that oceasion the
King presented  Mr. Massey with
several illustrated volumes portray-
me the history of Windsor Castlo—
a heantiful souvenir,

f[ 75 Pluace in Politics

T s really not necessary to discuss

had
many

his Parbiamentary carcer, andd his
place i the political history of his
country, Although he was first and
Tast a great party leader and an
expuert politica] campaigner. he had
a national  outlook, and laboured
with all his strength to arlvance the
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THE LATE RT. HON. W, F. MASSEY, P.C.
Meo Massey woas an cnthusiasiic Frecinason, and ihiz pholograph shoews
I in Jiis regalic as Grand Master of the Lodge of New Zealand,
S, P Andrew, Studio, phote, Wellington & Archinnd

hest interests ol the Dominion. He
was a4 man of action, stamnch in
character and ddeals, and wise in
counsel. Ouly once 0 the turmaoil of
Dommion politics was life threaten-
el This was during the industrial
strife at the outset of his adminis-
trative career, when the industries
ot the Dominion were held up to the
point ol widespread ruin. He ex-
plored every avenue of couciliation
Before deciding to muke an end to
the tdustrial warifare, and he taught
disruptive Labour a lesson that has
not been {orgotten to this day At
that hectic thne several wild agita-
tars threatened the Hie of the sturdy
Prime Minister, hut his courage id
ot wilt wader the threat,  Timid
fricnds even provided a weapon of
defence for him, but it was kept in
a drawer unloaded. © He knew his
limitations as o marksman. T conld
nat hit a havstack.” he was wont to
say, when chided for walking home
unarmed after mudnight when the
country was disturbed and agitated,
Tu any cuse nothing could divert him
froan the path of duly,

He entered Parbament i 1894,
awud immediately gained the confid-
etice of his party, Soon he was ap-
pointed Government Whip, and then
leader of the Opposition, For near-
Ir eighteen vears he bad to fight up-
hill all the way, against a power-
ful and popular regime. He
never dismaxed, and got hiz reward
on July 10, 1912, when he war ap-
pointud to e Prime Minister of

The post became @
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New Zeatand.
prize Tor lite, It was supposed popu-
farly during the termm of the Na-

tional Government to be shared
with another, but that, of course,
was merely an illusion, He was a
single-minded  administrative ruler
and required ne co-operative caun-
sel. He had one ambition, which wuas
not achieved. He had hoped to ex-
ceed the great record of the late
Richard John Seddon, and just fail-
e to de i, Mro Seddon took office
on May 1, 1893, and died at sea, on
June 10, 1906, Mr. Massey's terin of
office lasted from July 10, 1912, 10
May 10, 19235, Thus he stopped short
of the Seddonian reign only by a
few months, In view of the greater
stress of the later period the record
af Mr, Muassey was the nore im-
pressive. The Mstoric Liheral re-
wime enjoyed comparatively vasy go-
mg all the way.

Among the Peaceiakers

HOUGH M. AMassey  throve
well on the adversities in politi-
cal warfare he could also enjoy
ircedom  from its wranglings. He
was happiest and at his hest on the
wider field ef Imperial politics, His
apportunity came with the World
War, and contemporary history has
proved that he did not neglect them,
[t was the writer's goond {ortune to
study his woark at the Peace Confer-
ence i Pavis, and thronghont  the
innumerable sessions of the Birftish
Iimpire Delegation at the Qual
Orsay. Ay estimate of his service
under a supreme fest can cwell be
ignoved in favour of that given by
envnent stadesmen. In the words of
Continued an paye 50



