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‘What do You know

aboui u “Buaby ?

“B A B

“Y@QAY! What do you kunow about

a baby?” Why, most things! I
know that one minute it can he a
rigid fcw inches of crimson fury,
screaming with lungs as strong as
a black-smith’s bellows; tearingand
seratching  with ten little fingers
whose nails are like bits of glass,
while your thoughts become mur-
derous, and in the next mimste it
can break into such adorable smiles
through the crystal tears swimnung
in its heavenly blue eyes, and it can
say “goog-goog” so  entrancingly
that vour anger is wiped out com-
pletely by a wild rush of love
through your heart,

It (dear mother, it is not your
haby we are speaking of, so do let
us sav "it”) it can, with unspeakahle
daring, scize on the hair or nose of
the head of the house, at 6.30 am.,
unrcbulked. In this it has no com-
petitors-—no other living thing would
risk its reccption at that hour, hav-
ing nothing more important to chron-
icle than “goog-goog.” It has even
been known to gpen a closed eye,
with a zouging little finger of one
hand, while, with a scratching little
finger of the other, it has felt for
its recumbent father’s “toosie-pegs”
while the giant lay in helpless shum-
ber. It can cause that same giant
to walk the floor in turn with the
lesser giantess, hour after hour, on a
bitter frasty night; also, it can make
them mutter, through clenched teeth,
“This will be the 7ery last” and,
strange to say, father is the most
emphatic, Then father says bitter
things to mother about allowing it
to cat things during the day which
causes them afl pain through the
night. Yet mother, gentle mother,
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answers father hack, and rudely tells
him “not to talk rot”; he knows as
well as she does it's just teeth.

It can be the mcans of making
father's bare foot and a sharp little
bit of coal meeting and parting an-
grily as bitter encmies in the night.
And after three hours of exhausted
stumber it can awaken first, bright
as a hee, at it’s usnal 6.30 a.m.; and
it can get wholehearted forgiveness
by simply sitting up in its cot and
prettily waving its dimpled hand,
saying “ta-ta”: its latest stunt, And
after a diabolical night it can set its
worn-gut parents an example of

sweet, fresh  good-temperedness,
which, as father says, “beats the
hand.”

It can flatten at one blow the high
spirits of its parents as they come
gaily Dback {from the pictures at
11,30 p.m, and hear the maid or
auntie call out cautiousl “Raby'z
been very restless.” Then father and
moth:r disrobe in various distant
par:s of the house, and not daring
to iight even a candle creep like
steitlthy Indians to their couch. And
when in less then ten minutes a little
vaice pipes out “dinkie-dinkie,” how
deep mother breathes to show the
depth of her slumbers—what an ex-
cellent snore father produces to show
how dead to the world he is. How
luxuriously auntic or the maid
snuggles into her pillow: her night
watch 1s aver, Then when “dinkie”
is in danger of becoming a cres-
cendo, mother bangs up and mutters
something about “its being all very
well” With great perversity it says
“Ta-dad-dad” and mother answers
with her best martyred air “No
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precious—dad-dad  is  fast aslecp.
Only poor mum-mnu can wake up
for her own baby.”

Decked with engaging smiles, it
can amuse and delight a whole car-
riage-full of people, Yet the same
night on a long train journey, it can
make those same people wish they
had never been born,

It can transform ‘an ordinarily
sane, coOmmon-sense Mman into a pes-
tiferous, boasting father, primed with
baby anecdotes, till his ofd friends
hide when they see him coming. It
can fix its fancy on an old bachelor
make dabs at him and flirt with him,
till he nearly dies with embarrass-
ment. ’

It can draw a whole family to-
gether with refreshed honds of love.
1t can reach out tiny hands, and pull
the slackening heart strings of par-
ents towards each other.

It is not always a reward fer the
deserving—nature’s  plans are in-
scrutable. The childless wife be-
sicges IMeaven with tears and pray-
ers and yet is denied. To the ring-
less maid it comes as a terrible pun-
ishinent. Born in secret disgrace, it
fives triumphantly; even a night on
a door-step cannot kill it. And often,
most often, in these cases it is beau-
tiful enougl to make the blue-blood-
ed l.ady Hermione shed tears eof
bitter envy.

When all else is gone it becomes
the anchor to keep the {rail barque
of matrimony from dangcrous shoals.

It 1s the soundest investment a
husband and wife can make; and it
should be a recurring epidemic in
every well conducted household at
intervals of say, every three years.
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SQUABS

f_ THERE'S BIG MONEY IN IT

Squabs are young pigeons—ready for grilling at 3 weeks old.

They are a great delicacy. The demand is greater than the

supply. Write for particulars how to start you in the Squab-
Rearing Business.
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SONIA
CIGARETTES

are delicately perfumed and
perfectly delightful.

1 R AT

IR AR A

I you wish to obtain
Fresh Creamery Milk
for the baby why nottry

wnm-mumumrJ

‘Ghe, Auckland
Nlk Coy., Ltd.

Qur Milk goes into

nearly 7,000 Homes in

the City and Suburbs

of Auckland, which

speaks well for guality
and service.

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING BRAN-
CHES WILL ATTEND TO YOU

Head Office, Newmarket - 42.538
Lilybank Dairy, Karaka Street - 41-445
Dominion Dairy, Dominion Read 20-220
No. 11 Ponsonby Road - - 25.515
- No. 14 Jervais Road - - - 26-581
Hobson Street - - 41-512

4040 (z rings)
1416 (3 rings)

Remuera Branch
Kelvin Dairy, Epsom -

TeJakefield Street 45-139
Karangahape Read - - - All159
Devonport - - - - 105 or 341
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PYNETHA

is the surest,
most economical

prol:ecl:ion

It is the pleasant way of secur~
ing immunity from Influenza,
Coughs, Colds, Catarrh, Hay
f"ever, and kindred ills.

By inhaling from a hand-
kerchief on which a few drops
of Pyneths have been sprinkled.
the nir passages of the head and
chest will be disinfected and
fortified against diseases which
would otherwise find ensy
lodgement.

A Sensible Habit is
to Always Carry

PYNETHA

THE GERM-KILLING INHALANT
OBTAINABLE EVERYWHERE

‘Wholasale only from

S. A. SMITH & CO., LTD.

Alpert 8t,, Auckiand
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