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In the
Fod der
Market
neer the
fﬂnl[”[.ﬁ
Citadel.

THE CAIRO MOUSKY

A MORNING SHOPPING RAMBLE
THROUGH A FAMOUS ORIENTAL BAZAAR
By GLADYS SANDFORD

’1‘HROUGH Opera Square and dows
o the wain street of the Mousky
our faxi-driver whirls ws, sheating -
veetives to the pedesirians who overilow
Trom the path on to the read. The marrow
street 1y seething with a cusmopolifan
erowil,  Soudanese cooks returning from
the market, their shiny black faces in
striking  eontrast to the white
shove, leavy baskels of provisions slung

Llurbun

aeross theiv hacks, and  gaund, sparely
feathered towls tucked under their aris;
push {lwough  the  throng.
Frencl, Ttalinng, Greeks and Assyrians,
Jews of every nationality, dignified Copts
and lower elass native women with lali-
naked Tabies sitting astride on shoulder,
slrect. hawkers with trays of sweelmeats
aud  frut, wollen
vasmaks of finest while georgette Lo
way hide their features, and Glthy heg-
their horrnd,
sures and rolting limbs, all jostle cach
othier, A habel off
eurses Trom the adrivers of vehicles, and
the cling elang of the drink seller cansed
by metal dise heaten againsi drinking
eup, together with his iwonutonous ery of
“Lemonade,” M1 the airs A small opening
in the teatfic and our driver shoots alieud
i fow vawds, again Jams on his brakes,
and we all perform an wvoluntary Front
el
shonts of Oy menalk™ (to the right ), »Oy
shemalak’ (Lo the left) and Oy rigelak™
tmind your legs) we proceed to onr des-
tination.

Turning sharply fo the left, we pro-
coerl om foot thraugh the slinper hazaar,

their  way

well-dressed whose

wils eXposing fostering

foreign  languages,

Aceclerading  again, and  with

widel stands at the entrance of a laby-
rinth of extremely narrow paths, whore
only twe people ean walk abreast, and
lined on vither side wilh stalls aed shaps,
sime of  the Tatler of quite imposing
dimensions inside.  On the rvight we pass
“Mongionr Jaek™ standing at the entranee
to his shop  a dapper httle man wear-
ing Furopean elothes, ved farbush, and
an excealdingly  important manner,  the
Ldter moere apparent than ever sinee the

sule of o Persian carpei to the Prince of
Wales two years ago. Bl his shop s
otly Lo the wealthy, so we pass on, re-
sisting the entreaties ot the seent mer-
chant. i the next stall to amd
[n tiny stalls on either side are
Festoons or strings of beads, leather hags,
and  heaten wetal searves.

teonie
sel L

We stop dor
a lew minutes to reply to the greefings
ol an elderly jeweller,  In the glass cases
hefore us are sancers full ol semi-preciows
stones. Tor our henelit he opens o small
safe and produces his show pieces, heavy
neck ornmments i enmbersome sellings,
bit the gems are heantilul. Thew, paper
alter paper of preclous stones are un-
Falded, dinmonds, rubtes, aud emeralds.,
I o few nanetes we were shown some
thousands of pounds’ wortl ol jowels, and
his “shop™ consisted o a tiny hox-like
place not more than Gtt, by 8t To this
plice come the higher elass natives when
they desire 1o turn thelr jewels o ready
money, amd hours will be spent hageling
and argning hetore a hargain s eluwhed.
Abways the jeweller’s snall son of gt
sitg beside hime Tike o delechive, his eves
never woving from Abe goods that e
Beine handled,

Our next halt s at a finy shpper stall,
The owner, an elderly

legaed

math, s
gaily eoloured
slippers strung on lmes above his head,
We each it ourselves with a pair.
“Cant Jelusse 77
told 75 plastres

CrOss-
helow  rows  of
[ ask
(how wmweh?) and am

(15/-). [ finally pay

A Country Cart,

B 8/-, and the old fellow presents us
el with o small hundle of what appear
to be cheroots, bul are veully sticks of
ineense, made up ol variows spiees mixed
together with cowdung. When burnl the
odonr 18 not disagreceable.

From here onwards the path widens
to twiee the previons wilth. On each
side pow are stalls filled with hrasses and
rhina, ad one er fwo shops that are
Small
bovs b outsude e the light, repatring
damaged yuwes, and do their Job so owell
that offen 1t 15 imposable fo Hml the
mended part.
['romy

filed wilth gnles of Persian roags.

Inside, we e on earpets
part ol Persin Bokharas,
Kermamis, Sheraz, Herath, and Shewan
are there in bewilderinge
a heap on the

[HYORY

variely,  In

floor he some smaller

rugs, at fiest appesranee very heaatiful.
The merchant inmediately draws onr at-
tention te the wonderful sheen, and when
I tell T that this sheen has been arti-
leally - produced by pulting the rongs
through hof preased rollers, he beeonnes
conlisel, This proeess 13 often Tollowed
by mserupulons willl  the
chieaper grade ot rig, especinily modern
ones, and sales are effeeted by stating the
sheen is cansed by their event age!

merehants

We saunfer slowly, examinine the wares
it view atoeach shep, antil we come al-
imost (o the old stone areh, throneh which
one passes into the amber hazanr, Look-
ihg throweh this areh, the sunlicht streams
through on to the eases filled with anber,
making o glowing colden mass ol eolour,
Overhead, between e leaning tops of
the Tmildings, ix a glimpse of elear bl
shyv, againsl which rises the sharp ont-
Iime of & minaret from the mosgue at the
end of the And m e
cronnd the o, zrey stone arch. Go
there early i

haznar foye-
flie mornme, belore fhe
Ameriean tourist s on the warpath, aml
one  linds  one of Alie
seenes of

heautilul
The whole almes-
phere s perfeci— the merchants in
silken rohes, {he

o=l
Sastern hife.
themr
working nafive i his
rough blue eottonr galibealy, red or vellow



