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A CAUSERIE ON MOTORING MATTERS
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wriling  boil themselves  down  to
the dismal subjecl of taxation, and the
equally dismal subjecl of the state of the
roads. The long-promised Motor Vehieles
Bill contains Few surprizes; and is nol
greatly ehanged from what it was on ify
Yormer appearance in 1921, though when
one cumpares the two editions it 1s wo-
ticeable that a number ol minor changes
have been made, and  in wearly  every
casey alas, imposing additional obligationy
un ear owners, suely tor exawple, s that
quecr provision regquiring us to report al
The nearest poliee slation after an aee-
dent- apropes of which [ notiee 1l ling
been salivically pointed out that on ne
other eluss of eriminals s this duly -
pused 2 all the wall to e
Vetetiod!

others  ¢an

o ol e

What  all

i fine

moterdom  was  anxiously
mforeation  as o the
amonnt ol (he annnal mofor tax.
aliv the

NI et privide car,

Wil
Origrin-
propesed €5 per
The South tsland
motor associations, being guite satistied

Governmen

with their roads as fhey are, were vio-
lently indignant, wanled no tax at all,
and contended that the 25 per cent. lyre
duty was ample taxation for good roads.
The North Istand  suegested £, and,
thengli the South af. flest refused {o budge
hevoud £1, w united stand was eventually
taken on the modest figure of £2, tle
amonnt now appenring i (he sehedule of
the Bill.  Qur ehief tax, of course, @ the
tyre duiy which we have heen paving for
over two vears puast, amd o shockingly
expensive way it 18 of raising money when
yeu come to think about it The ho-
porfer adds the 25 per cent. duly on to
the landed cost of a tyre, and then puts
o, say, o 20 per eent. profit on to the
whole.  The retailer next adds, say, an-
other 20 per eent. profit.  The net result
15 that we pay on a £5 tyre about 254,
on account of tyre fax plus trade profits,
wheveas all that veacles the  Highways
Board to spend on good roads is abont
125 Gd. There ought to be a better wayv
ol doing things than this.
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Sooanuel: for the Motor Bill.  As for
lhe state of the rowds, first and foremost
we have the Manawatee Gorge (at present
wlvice) indefinitely bleeked. Tt seems that

in the splendiferous improvement seliene
i the Gorge {and a fine road it will
eventnally provide) they started eniling
hack ihe mountain side, and travellers
return with iales ol the whole Tararua

Hange bheing ever sinee on the move.
Anyway, oue gathers that the engineers

e encouraging evervthing that is likely
ever 1o move to come down now and malke
a job of it On the main Wellington-
Taranaki-Anckland  route  there s the
il winter morass between Tongapo-
rtu and Awakino, Last vear the impass-
able winter gap was 27 miles in length,
but this year it is only 14 mifes, thanks 1o
the fine new melalled  surface  in {he
Awakino Vallex. Next winter, with luck,
one may be able o motor vight fhrongh
to Aucklnud on o good hard road.
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The only  winter vente  through  the
Island st presont open s that vie Napier,
Tanpo, Patarurw and Hamilton, and this
has an execedingly sticky streteh between
Aliamurt and  Pularury, also, of
course,  the fearsome  Rangivivl  1Tills.
The Wellington-New Plymouth and Well-
ington-Napier roads are Dboth in fair
winter state, the worst portions heinw
probably in the viemiiy of Wellinglon,
load complaints avising as to the exeerable
condition of the road from Wellineton 1o
Packaleariki.
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New ears continue to be in greab evi-
denee, and to a patriotic Dritisher it is
pleasing to note a sprinkling ol Xnglish-
matde velicles mmoug the neweomers on
the road. It cannot be said {hat the
British manufaeturer, however, is soing
fo any paricnlar pains either 1o push
s wares (with a rave exeeplion or two)
or to provide us with a ear buill with
any special regard to onr conditions. Tl
small ear 1s ol the vogue in Britain now-
atdays, amd oxcellent Litle vehicles ihe
hest of these are, with remarkable offic
cieney and cconony. For onr conditions,
hiowever, most ol (hem eonld, with advan-
fage, have their springing streongthened.
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The tasie for the elosed enr develops,
and vecent price veduetions are wreatly
ineveasing the number of {hese on the
road. The elosed ear is undoubtediy an
altractive proposition Lor town work, and
makes a strong appeal to the ladies by
reason of the comfort, not fo say luxary,
ol ifs interior.  In buving a ear, however,
1is the “innards™ that take one there
and - bring one howme  again, and when
price 13 a consideration mere wman in
seleefing o ear would be wise not to allow
lis better half’s predilections in the way
of upholstery to warp his judsment uu-
dulv.  Apropos of closed ears, it is very
notieenble  thai  the preat mijority  of
tonring cars encountered nowadays ap-
pear to be almost invariably mn by heir
owners with the hood ap, irrespective of
the weather.  This seribe’s own taste is
for all the aiv and sunshine that is eoing,
hut there is no donld one absorbs with it
muels dust in smnmer and mud in winter,
and indieations are that the ear with ne
hood ap will ere long be ag rare a bird
among metors as fhe member of the hat-
less brigade s amone pedestrinns.
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The move inangurated by the Welling-
fon  Antomobile Clul for sceuring the

cserviees of a first-class man as organising

seerctary  and  exeeutive officer for the
North Island Union is thoroughly sound.
Tt 1s Ligh time that motorists took effer-
tive steps to keep their end up, and there
is no doubi they conld seenve many bene-
fits for themselves by eombination, A
New Zealand engineer lately in the United
States has come back singing the praises



