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CROQUET NOTES
W. LONGMAN

Hints for Long-Bisquers

•'T'HE object of this article is to urge all long-bisquers to concentrate
upon How to Hit the Ball.
I would particularly lay stress upon four essentials(l) Freedom,

(2) Stance, (3) Follow, (4) Eye on the Ball. The first three of these can
roughly be summed up in one —style; but style is so elusive and so
varied that it would need a writer far more skilful than myself to attempt
to deal with it; all I propose to do is to make a few observations under
each of the four heads.

(1) Freedom
One of the unfortunate facts about croquet is that in a game between

two beginners freedom is the one thing that apparently does not pay.
Breakdowns naturally are of frequent occurrence, and the balls are,

when breakdowns occur, generally in the central part of the court, and
not near a boundary. The result is that the striker is confronted with a
roquet of from two to ten yards in length, which expedience 1 demands
should be played dead slow, so as to keep the partner balls near each other
in the event of a miss, thereby securing the innings next turn.

It is these dead slow shots that are the bane of most long-bisquers;
that they are seldom hit is not surprising, as most players will, I think,
agree with me in classifying them as being some of the most difficult
strokes of the game difficult, in fact, that they should very rarely be
attempted. The frequent missing of comparatively short roquets naturally
discourages the long-bisquer, and prevents him from acquiring the neces-
sary confidence. That, however, is not the real trouble, which lies rather
in the fact that the continual playing of slow strokes cramps the style,
prevents follow through and, in a word, kills freedom.

A freely-hit ball should travel the length of a court and cross the far
boundary at a fair speed, and a stroke which would achieve such a result
should be the model for all short roquets. To start with, this will not
help to win games, because often the roquets will be missed, the partner
balls widely separated, and the innings lost in consequence; but the begin-
ner will be building on sure foundations and, with practice and patience,
the due reward will come. As an ultimate result there will be no more
hesitating pokes at short roquets, no unnecessary overhitting of long
shots; each stroke will be firmly played with a rhythmic and natural swing
of the arms, and the weight of the mallet will play its part automatically.

(2) Stance
Stance is really an integral part of freedom, and freedom cannot be

obtained unless the stance permits it. The usual slow shot of the beginner
leads him, as a rule, to stand too near his own ball.

At the moment of impact with the ball the bottom of the mallet should
be a little less than one inch oft’ the ground, and the ball should be hit just
before the swing of the pendulum begins to lift the mallet head away from
the ground. With the feet placed in a given position, i.e., when the stance
has been taken up, there is only one spot which fulfils these conditions;
the ball must be on that spot. In actual play the ball is the fixed object
and the feet must be placed accordingly; but in order to learn the spot 1
suggest that the beginner should first take a stance and then adjust the
ball till the correct position becomes familiar.

Given stance correct as to distance and given freedom of swing the
ball will be hit correctly; but stance has a second function to fill, because
the direction in which the ball travels is mainly controlled by it.

It is essential that the stance be true to the line of aim; i.e., whether
the upright or the Irish style of play is adopted, the shoulders must be
square with the line of aim, and at the end of the stroke the mallet must
point straight towards the object ball.

(This article will be concluded in the next issue.)

NOTE.AII Correspondence should he addressed to The Editor, and not to
anp individual hy name.

Always keep a tablet of Lever's
'' Comfort'' Soap. It is as economical
as it is delightful and skin-soothing.
Delicately perfumed with carnation,
rose, buttermilk, oatmeal or English
Lavender. Look for the name
'' Lever's'' on every cake.
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A New Gas Servan
If - vs w"en s t°° e to be

without a fire, yet not cold
enough for one to he kept

alight all the time—then it is that
you find a Gas Radiator so con-
venient.

GAS RADIATOR
This handy little fellow is the neat-
est and most useful Radiator there
is. It can be shifted anywhere at
will, and turned on or off as desired.
The ideal heater for warming bed-
rooms before slumber-time or for
dressing by in the mornings.
A compact, convenient little servant
always on duty; a great labour-
saver; and very economical—only
uses as much Gas as an ordinary
light burner.m Get one for your home from the
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uses as much Gas as an ordinary
light burner.

Get one for i/our home from the
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| Do you know what your
I Hot Water costs you,
6 Your Cooking, and
1 Your Fire ?

THE IMPROVED PATENT

THERMOSTOVE
Increased Size of

Oven
16" W.x 14" H.

x 15" D.

Only 2 Flues to
Clean

SLIDING OVEN
DOORS.

An entirely new-

Soot Door for A
to Flue.

Increased Hot Plate
Service,

feature. 2B" W.x 11" D.

Soot Door for Access
to Flue.

N.P. Towel Rail on
both sides.

Increased Hot Plate
Service,

28" W.x II" D.

Increased Hot Plate
Surface.

29" W.x 16" D.

Shaking Grate

Burns Coke, Wood and
Rubbish does ALL
your cooking. Large
supplies very hot water.

OPEN FIRE.
I3"H.x 10" W.,
with Sliding Doors.

No unsightly Hinged
Doors.
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Removable Ash Pan

All with One
Fire

OPEN FIRE.
13"H.x 10" W..

with Sliding Doors.
No unsightly Hinged

Doors.

ovable Ash Pan

Warms two radiators—
no bending when using
oven. No bricksetting.
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